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At the beginning of the 20th century many families of Polish origin began settling in Warren, Ohio. 
These people were the original victims of "Culture Shock" and were searching for something familiar 
in their new land. Having a strong desire to attend mass and serve God in their native language. They 
met together and in 1928 sent a petition to the Most Rev. Joseph Schrembs, Bishop of the Cleveland 
asking for his permission and assistance to form a Polish Parish.
The American Bishops realized these people had special needs that could be best met by priests and 
parishes familiar with their native language and their home culture and traditions. This would in turn 
help preserve their faith while making the transition to a new culture easier.
On July 6, 1928 permission was received to hold services, and Father Adolph Bernas was appointed 
to serve the new parish. Having no building of their own the first services were held in a rented 
storeroom at 300 Hall Avenue, N. W. It was only a short time until the present site was purchased 
and the construction of a frame church of Gothic design was begun.
The laying of the corner stone took place on May 26, 1929. On Sunday, October 13, 1929, Bishop 
Schrembs and his secretary arrived in Warren for the blessing of the new church and grounds. The 
Bishop entered the new church, dedicated and placed it under the protection and guidance of "St. 
Joseph". After the blessing of the church, high Mass was sung by Rev. Bernas and the sermon was 
delivered by Rev. S. Sobienionski of Cleveland. In the following years much work was done by the 
men of the parish to improve the grounds and basement of the church so that it would be useful for 
activities.
In 1932 a two room portable school building was purchased to serve as the parish school of religion. 
The Franciscan Sisters of the Blessed Kunegunda (now known as the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago) 
helped instruct the parish children. These Sisters were originally a Polish-American nursing order, 
which had turned to education to help the American bishops who needed teachers fluent in Polish 
and English. In later years these Sisters were replaced by the Sisters of Notre Dame in their teaching 
assignments.
At the end of 1932 a house located east of the church property on North Street N. W. was purchased 
to serve as rectory. During the succeeding years several additions were made to the house. In later 
years the house served as residence for the Sisters of Notre Dame who taught religion. It is now 
occupied by the Francisan Fathers who teach at John F. Kennedy High School.
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Despite the depression, St. Joseph Parish struggled on. Thru out these years the membership of the 
parish grew in number with people of all nationalities joining and lending their support. It soon 
became evident that a larger church was needed. In March 1963 construction of a new church was 
begun under the leadership of Father Joseph Czaja. The new church was dedicated by His Excellency 
Bishop Emmett Walsh on March 8, 1964, who offered the first Holy Mass. A mosaic of St. Joseph 
and the Christ Child dominates the main entrance of the church. It seats about 600 people. The alters 
of marble imported from France beautify the sanctuary. There are a number of shrine areas. The 
stained glass windows are of faceted glass, and represent the mysteries of the rosary. The Stations 
of the Cross are from Italy. Laminated wood arches support the roof and acoustical ceiling. All this 
together with an intricate lighting system enables one to worship God in an atmosphere of quiet 
peace. Our church is a thing of beauty and joy forever.
The present rectory was built in 1965. The outside design conforms with the church, while the inside 
contains church offices and living quarters for two priests.
Saint Joseph Church is the second oldest church in Warren. Her parishioners come from all nation-
alities and walks of life, working together and praying together. Their loyalty thru-out the years 
has been manifested by their support of their church and their respect and devotion to their Priests, 
Bishops, and Holy Father.

Historical Data
July 6, 1928  St. Joseph Parish established by the Most Rev. Bishop Joseph Schrembs
  Rev. Adolph Bernas appointed Pastor
Aug 26, 1928 First Mass said at 300 Hall Avenue
Sept 20, 1928 Purchase of present site 400 North Street
Sept 30, 1928 Blessing of ground
May 26, 1929 Laying of cornerstone
Oct13, 1929 Blessing of the church by the Most Rev. Joseph Schrembs
 1930 Holy Rosary Society Organized
April 8, 1932 Rev. John Foster appointed Pastor
July, 1932 Portable school house purchased
Sept, 1932 Parish house purchased
Oct 1, 1933 Blessing of Bell
Aug 9, 1935 Rev. Ignatius Piotrowski appointed Pastor
 1936 Holy Name Society organized
Aug 3, 1939 Rev. Alphonse A. Konarski appointed Pastor
Feb,1949 Infant Jesus of Prague Guild organized
July, 1953 St. Joseph Parish Silver Jubilee
 1954 Dedication of "St. Joseph the Worker" statue
June 14, 1961 Death of Rev. Alphonse A. Konarski
Aug 6, 1961 Rev. Joseph Czaja appointed Pastor
Mar 25, 1963 Ground breaking for new church
Mar 8, 1964 Blessing and Dedication of new church
 1965 New Rectory built
Aug 9, 1967 St. Joseph Cemetery deeded to church


