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In 1904 a large Polish population in a West Side industrial plant was the cause for the founding 
of the present St. Anthony Parish. Father Agatho Rolf, O.F.M. Cap., said the first Mass in the 
Kelly Axe Factory, wherein many of the Polish population were employed, in the Fall of 1905. 
Father Agatho was then pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in Charleston. His assistant, Father Mau-
rice Ackerman, O.F.M.Cap., also was saying Masses in 1906, in the same plant. In the summer 
of 1906, Father Cyprian Gehrling, O.F.M.Cap., was appointed to look after the spiritual needs 
of the Polish people and he continued saying Mass in this location until a church was built.

In the fall of 1905, the Most Rev. Patrick J. Donahue, Bishop of Wheeling, purchased the site 
of the present church and school. The building of the original church began on September 20, 
1907, and was completed on January 4, 1908. Even though the church was uncompleted at 
the time the first Mass was said on December 8, 1907. Father Cyprian blessed the church on 
January 26, 1908, under the patronage of St. Ladislaus.

The business recession of 1909 caused many of the Polish population to leave Charleston, and 
the parish sustained a gradual loss of members. Father Cyprian remained as pastor until the 
summer of 1918, when he was succeeded by Father Gregory Loebach, O.F.M.Cap.. who made 
various improvements to the building.

According to the records of the church, in January of 1921, as the result of the disintegration of 
the Polish population, the name of the church was changed from St. Ladislaus to St. Anthony, 
under whose patronage our parish has grown and prospered to this day.

In the fall of 1921, Father Gregory feeling a dire need of Christian education for the children of 
the parish, called a meeting of the men to discuss plans for the erection of a school. Ground 
was broken for the building the following July, and on October 2, 1922, the school opened for 
classes. This first building was two stories and contained two classrooms, with a sewing room and 
kitchen on the second floor. Two lay teachers, the Misses Kathleen and Margaret Hooper were 
the first teachers in our school. Later both young ladies entered the convent and became nuns.

In September, 1923, two Sisters of St. Francis arrived from Stella Niagara and taught the children, 
with the assistance of a lay teacher. This Order of Sisters has been in charge of our school ever 
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since. In 1925, the auditorium and two more classrooms were added, and due to growth in 
enrollment another Sister came to help. During this same year Father Gregory purchased the 
parcel of land on Central Avenue, where the playground is now located.

Extensive improvements’, consisting of remodelling the bell tower, building of the boys’ sacristy, 
a new roof, and the application of stucco was done in the year 1927. It was also this year Father 
Eugene Becker, O.F.M.Cap., became pastor, succeeding Father Gregory.

According to Father Eugene's recordings, 1927 was one of the best financial years in the previous 
history of the parish. Other improvements made during the year included a Paige fence on the 
Central Avenue property and the installation of gas steam heaters in the church early in 1928.

In February, 1929, Father Eugene was succeeded by Father Bonaventure Becker, O.F.M.Cap. 
(died in Pittsburgh, September 11, 1948). During this year another Sister arrived to replace the 
lay teacher in our school.

Due to the growth in the membership of the parish, in 1932 it became necessary to have a third 
Mass each Sunday. In August, 1933, Father Pius Kaelin, O.F.M. Cap., came as pastor, replacing 
Father Bonaventure.

Father Pius remained one year, and in August, 1934, our present pastor, Father Cuthbert Scho-
eppner, O.F.M. Cap., came to St. Anthony's Church. Many changes and improvements to our 
church and school have taken place during his pastorate. Many difficult financial problems have 
arisen and have been solved by his wise administration.

The lot between the school and the present convent was purchased in September of 1935. In 
the summer of 1937 another addition to our school was built which included lavatories, library 
and school kitchen. Two years later, in 1939, the bungalow adjoining the school property was 
purchased, with the view of remodeling it to serve as a convent for our Sisters, who had been 
travel¬ing daily between the school and St. Elizabeth Convent on Quarrier Street for many years.

The Sisters who took up residence in the parish before completion of the convent were tem-
porarily housed in the school. The auditorium served as their study and recreation room; their 
sleeping quarters were in two different rooms upstairs. The work of remodeling the recently 
purchased property was begun in October, 1939. The convent was formally opened on February 
18, 1940, and the Sisters occupied the residence the following day.

In the meantime the parish membership had grown so much that the addition of a fourth Mass 
each Sunday was necessary.

To conform to the requirements of the fire inspector, the rewiring of the church was finished in 
April, 1940. The present rectory across from the church was purchased in 1940. From 1932 until 
this time the pastor had made his living quarters in the small sacristy on the southeast corner 
of the church. In 1941 the interior of the church was completely redecorated.
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To relieve the crowded conditions of our church, and in order to better serve the growing com-
munity of South Charleston, Blessed Sacrament Parish was formed from the boundaries of St. 
Anthony Parish. The first Mass was said in Blessed Sacrament Church on August 10, 1941. Shortly 
thereafter another parish was formed in Dunbar from St. Anthony and was named the Parish 
of Christ the King. The first Mass in the Dunbar Church was said on March 1, 1942.

On May 25, 1944, St. Anthony's Parish was free of debt for the first time in many years. During 
the summer of 1946, extensive improvements were made in the school, including redecorating 
of both floors and improving the lighting system. A new roof was also placed on the building.

In 1949 improvements on the playground were made by enclosing it with a Paige fence, and 
two years later the playgrounds was blacktopped and play equipment installed.

In the meantime the need for a new and larger church became urgent because of the rapid de-
terioration of the original church, and the crowded conditions at most of the Masses on Sunday. 
On January 26, 1953, Father Cuthbert contacted Clio Vecellio, local architect, for preliminary 
plans and estimates. Mr. Vecellio submitted proposals on April 18, which were presented to the 
Provincial of the Capuchins and to Archbishop Swint for their approval.

As a preliminary to the building program, the men completed a thorough census of the parish 
in July of 1953. A group of representative businessmen were called together on September 16 
to discuss ways and means to raise funds for our new church. With the approval of Archbishop 
Swint, Lawson Associates, a fund raising organization, was employed to direct the campaign. 
On November 30, C. P. Simpson, of the Lawson firm, arrived to direct the campaign. Gerald Yore 
was selected as general chairman to head the commttee of workers.

The kick-off meeting was held in the auditorium of the school at 3:00 o'clock, Sunday, January 
31, 1954. The Most Rev. Thomas J. McDonnell, Coadjutor Bishop, was the principal speaker, and 
gave pontifical benediction to close the meeting, after which the solicitors went out to contact 
the prospects. The goal of $130,000 was oversubscribed by more than $25,000 in pledges.

On June 8 plans for the new church were given out to the contractors for submission of bids, 
which were opened on June 24 in the office of the architect. A low bid of $178,196 was sub-
mitted by C. H. Jimison & Sons, who were awarded the contract on July 2.

The last Mass in the old St. Anthony Church, a Mass of Thanksgiving was celebrated on July 5, 
1954. The following day carpenters began moving part of the interior of the church to the school 
auditorium, which has served as our temporary church until today. Splendid cooperation on the 
evening of July 6, by the men accomplished the wonderful feat of completely emptying the old 
church of all furniture within an hour. The first Mass in the temporary church was said on July 11.

Demolition of the old building began on July 8, and new construction commenced August 18. On 
October 17, the cornerstone of the new church was laid by the Most Rev. Thomas J. McDonnell, 
Coadjutor Bishop of Wheeling. Father Joachim Cain, O.F.M.Cap., pastor of Sacred Heart, deliv-
ered the sermon for the occasion. Seven priests were present and the Fourth Degree Knights 
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of Columbus acted as Guard of Honor.

The Sacrifice of the Mass, though not necessarily offered in a church or chapel, must always 
be offered on an altar or an altar-stone. The altar must contain relics, and must be consecrated 
by a bishop or prelate having the faculties. A fixed altar consists of three essential parts: the 
table or top of stone; the supports, which may be a solid mass or consisting of four or more 
columns; the sepulcher containing the relics. Altars usually have one or more shelves at the 
back called gradients.

Our main altar is a fixed altar designed and erected by Daprato Studios of Chicago, and was 
manufactured in and imported from Italy. The table, columns and base member are of Bottici-
no marble. The back plate and gradients are of Rosso di Francia marble. A large crucifix hangs 
above the tabernacle. The background has a beautiful red tapestry effect.

In the lower front of the altar is a genuine Florentine mosaic showing the pelican wounding 
herself with her beak in order to feed her young. This is a Christian symbolism to typify the 
Atonement and our Lord as the Redeemer and Giver of the Blessed Sacrament. The descending 
dove in front of the canopy is a symbol of the Holy Ghost.

The tabernacle is of bronze and stands 32 inches to the top of the dome. It has two out swing-
ing burglarproof doors and a sliding tabor. The tabernacle is always covered with liturgical veil.

The side altars of the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph, shown in the photo above, conform to the 
style of the main altar. The marble pulpit, with builtin microphone, the sedilia, and the Com-
munion Rail harmonize with the main altar.

The pews for our church were built in Tiffin, Ohio. They are of elm wood, and are finished to 
harmonize with the woodwork throughout the interior.

Looking at the rear of the Church we find the balcony elevated above the nave floor and located 
between the stair towers. The console for the organ occupies the center of the balcony, and 
behind the console are two elevations of pews for the convenience of the choir members. To 
the left of the balcony is the organ chamber containing the various organ pipes. The expression 
grille is on the left wall of the choir above the passage way.

To the right of the choir loft is the sound proofed Mother's Room for the convenience of those 
who must bring their small children with them. A full view of the altar is had from this room, 
and the sound system relays the Mass and Sermon directly into this room. An overhead ven-
tilating grille is in the ceiling.

Directly beneath the balcony is the Baptistery, and on either side of the Baptistery is a Confes-
sional. The Confessional doors and trim are of oak, and the right compartment of the Confes-
sional is equipped with a hearing aid for the benefit of those who need it.

Near the Confessional to the right is a pushbutton faucet to provide Holy Water for home use. 
The Holy Water tank is located under the steps in the stair tower.
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The Baptismal Font is of Bardiglio Marble, imported from Italy. The Baptistery Gate and Grilles 
are of bronze antique highlighted. The dove on the gate symbolizes the Baptism of Christ. 
The dove shedding rays of glory —the Holy Ghost. The Crown symbolizes Eternal Life and the 
Anchor symbolizes Hope — Our Lord the Anchor of the soul. The top of the gate is crowned 
with a cross. The curved bars in the gate symbolize the Water of Baptism.

The windows in the Baptistery show in the center panel John baptizing Christ, Who is in a 
kneeling position, hands folded over his breast, suggesting humility. The side panels were 
de¬signed with a cosmic sense, the purpose being to lift them out of mundane worldliness. 
The cross, circular forms of the emblems, the curved lines emanating from the circle and the 
stars are all symbolic of God's great creativity. At the left is the Hand of God— the Father. At 
the right is the descending dove, symbolic of the Holy Ghost.

The windows were designed and manufactured by the Pittsburgh Stained Glass Studios. The 
following are a few points to keep in mind when viewing these windows:

The nave windows have a basic linear structure of rhythm as a close coherence to the architec-
ture of the building; a modernized Romanesque, and each window has its own color scheme. 
The style is traditional glass combined with the influence of the modern movement in art.

No paint, other than traced lines, was used, relying on the organic beauty of the glass in its 
purest state, selected for its chromatic strength, hue and value. Because the honest use of 
glass does not lend itself to illusionistic pictorial art, there was purposeful avoidance of a 
close naturalistic representation. Also a more powerful spiritual statement is made on the 
vanishing nature of life on earth by the omission of descriptive details of external surfaces 
and the fusion of figures with abstract shapes.

The predominance of ruby colored glass in these windows symbolizes sacrifice—sacrifices of 
both the Old and New Testaments. On the Gospel side of the altar, from right to left, is shown:

The sacrifice of Abel, recorded in the Book of Genesis 4:4: "Abel also brought some of the 
firstlings of his flock with their fat portions. The Lord was pleased with Abel and his offerings."

The sacrifice of Melchisedec: After Abram had subdued his enemies, "Melchisedec, the king 
of Salem, brought out bread and wine; for he was a priest of the Most High God. He blessed 
Abram." Gen. 14-18. He offered a sacrifice of Thanksgiving.

The sacrifice of Abraham: In Genesis, Ch. 22, we read: "God said: 'Take your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and go into the district of Moria and their offer him as a holocaust on the 
hill which I shall point out to you. When they arrived at the place of which God had told him, 
Abraham built an altar and arranged the wood on it. Then he bound his son Isaac and laid 
him on the wood on the altar. Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to kill his 
son. But an angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, 'do not lay a hand on the 
boy; do nothing to him. I know now that you fear God, since you have not held your only son 
from me.' Abraham looked about and saw a ram caught by its horns in the bushes. He went 
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and took it, and offered it as a holocaust in place of his son."

These three sacrifices are mentioned in the Canon of the Mass. The priest prays that the Lord 
may accept the offering as, "Thou wert graciously pleased to accept the gifts of Thy just servant 
Abel, and the sacrifice of our patriarch Abraham, and that which Thy high priest Melchisedec 
offered to Thee, a holy sacrifice, and a spotless victim."

On the Epistle side of the altar we see in the center window; the Last Supper, where Christ 
instituted the Sacrifice of the New Law, anticipating the Sacrifice on the Cross the following day.

This great Sacrifice was prefigured in the Sacrifice of the High Priest in the Temple, which 
illustration is shown left of center.

To the right of the center window is shown that this great Sacrifice is continued in the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass down through the centuries.

St. Anthony of Padua was born at Lisbon in 1195 - He was educated in the Cathedral School 
in Lisbon and later he joined the Canons Regular of St. Augustine. Deeply impressed by the 
bodies of the first Franciscan martyrs, he resolved to become a Friar Minor, in order that he 
might preach to the Saracens and become a martyr—but God willed otherwise. At the General 
Chapter of the Friars Minor held at Assisi in 1221 he remained entirely unnoticed. Finally the 
Provincial of Coimbra accepted him. An address at an ordination service marked the beginning 
of his public career. He was immediately commissioned to teach theology to the brethren. 
He was an even greater preacher and fearlessly attacked the abuses of his time. His greatest 
zeal, however, was in preaching to and converting heretics. He possessed the gift of prophecy 
and performed miracles. He died at Vercelli on June 13, 1231, and was buried at Padua. The 
Church celebrates his feast on June 13-

Explanation of the Windows The large center window depicts St. Anthony holding the Child 
Jesus. This recalls the incident when the Child Jesus appeared to him in a clinging position 
while he visited in the home of a friend. The inscription, "Saint of the World," was the title 
given him by Pope Leo XIII. The world in the lower panel is symbolic of this title.

The symbols in the smaller window panels portray events in St. Anthony's life: Book of theolo-
gy, teacher of theology; Bible with stole, the preacher; Inkwell and quill, the writer; Hammer, 
his zeal to convert heretics earned him the title "hammer of heretics"; Open book with torch, 
Doctor of Church; the tongue—when his body was exhumed after 30 years it was found re-
duced to dust, but the tongue was still fresh and of a lively color.

The upper windows of the group to the extreme left and right recall two outstanding miracles 
of his lifetime:

Preaching to the fish—One day at Rimini he was preaching to the heretics but they refused to 
listen. He left them and went to the river, and, inspired by God, began preaching to the fish. They 
came in great numbers and holding their heads out of the water, listened to him attentively.
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Miracle of the mule—On another occasion he met a heretic who refused to believe in the 
Real Presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist. By agreement the mule was not to be fed for 
three days, and if at that time the mule ignored the food and knelt to the Blessed Sacrament 
the heretic must believe. At the appointed time Anthony appeared in the piazza holding the 
Blessed Sacrament. The mule was led to the food, but it turned its head and knelt to the 
Blessed Sacrament.

 ARCHITECTURE OF ST. ANTHONY'S CHURCH

The design of St. Anthony's Church is a modern interpretation of simplified Romanesque 
architecture, adapted to modern structural materials. The simplicity of the design is carried 
throughout the exterior and interior of the building. The exterior walls are of variegated color 
red brick laid up in Flemish bond.

The entrances are trimmed in buff colored Indiana limestone. The copings, niche and bell 
tower are also trimmed in limestone. The limestone trim used throughout the building form a 
pleasing contrast to the red brick. The roof is covered with split slate shingles in natural color 
with copper gutters. The bell tower roof and cross are stainless steel. The front elevation is 
characterized by a niche for St. Anthony's statue over the large stained glass windows over 
the choir loft. The entrance doors are solid oak. The lights over the doors are concealed in 
stone arches.

In the interior pleasing warmth is created by the marble wainscot and terrazzo floors through-
out the Church. The sanctuary and baptistery marble are in rich Rumanian Rose imported 
from Italy. This marble forms a background for the main altar and the side altars which are 
designed of contrasting marble. The baptistery is located on the same axis as the main altar, 
separated from the nave by a bronze grille. The bronze grille and gate is designed in antique 
bronze highlighted and decorated with appropriate Christian symbols. The communion gates 
are designed to match the baptistry gates in antique bronze. The communion rail is designed 
in Italian marble, Rossa Di Francia and Botticino which are the same type of marble used on 
the main altar. The pulpit and cedilla are designed in Botticino marble to form an iatrical part 
for the furnishings of the Sanctuary.

The high sloping ceiling is paneled with oak beam and acoustical tile to form a pleasing and 
quiet ceiling. The stations of the cross are located on the nave walls between the large stained 
glass windows which rest on marble sills, set in aluminum frames and trimmed in natural oak.

The Priest's Sacristy and Boy's Sacristy is located to the right of the Sanctuary for the conve-
nience of the Priest. The Boys' Sacristy has ample storage space for the altar boys and located 
just back of the Priest's Sacristy. The Priest's Sacristy has a large oak vestment case for the 
Priest's vestments and altar linens. The sacrarium and lavatory is made of stainless steel. The 
safe is recessed in the wall with cabinet space above. The lighting in the nave of the Church 
is controlled from this area.



8

The work sacristy is conveniently located to the left of the sanctuary with ample storage space 
and work space. The sound control panel is located in this area with a control switch in the 
Priest's Sacristy to turn the microphones on during Mass.

The choir is accessible from the stair tower off of the vestibules. The choir is furnished with 
choir pews elevated for the convenience of the choir members. The pipe organ is completely 
concealed with the expression grille located to the side of the choir and the console is located 
in the center of the choir in front of the choir pews. The choir will seat 38 choir members.

The sound proof Mother's Room is located over the left entrance accessible from the stair tow-
er. This room has unobstructed view of the sanctuary. The Mother's Room will accommodate 
twelve mothers.

The nave of the Church will seat 588 persons with an unobstructed view of the sanctuary from 
every part of the nave. The total seating of the Church is 638. The confessionals are constructed 
of natural oak and completely sound proof for privacy.

The heating and ventilating system is automatically controlled by thermostats and a time clock 
which will control the heating and ventilating, for both winter and summer comfort. The heating 
plant is designed and located so future radiation may be installed in the existing school building.


