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MIDST the towering structures of the surrounding steel mills and the familiar sounds of thriving 
industry, majestically rises the steeple of the Sacred Heart of Mary Church, as if defying the 
trends of progress to efface it from existence. This House of God, now an honored landmark 
in the city of Weirton, West Virginia, carries with it a colorful past dating back fifty years. It’s 
very beginning is truly a story of the Polish people who immigrated to this country and settled 
in Weirton, to find work and a better way of life.

In 1909 the little town of Weirton was but a peaceful village beautifully situated on the banks of 
the Ohio River between the Allegheny Mountains. The rolling hills, the wide, green meadows and 
valleys and the majestic waters of the Ohio River camouflaged its great industrial potential, but 
served as an open invitation to the Polish people whose chief mainstay in Poland was farming 
and in whom love for land was inborn. That year found several Polish families settling in Weirton.

At that time, the Phillips Sheet and Tin Plate Company which later became the Weirton Steel 
Company, provided employment for the residents of Weirton. A program of expansion was be-
gun with the addition of the Tin Mill Department, which again influenced people to live here, 
among them more Polish families. Thus by year 1910 there were enough Catholic families in 
Weirton to decide the Most Rev. Bishop P. J. Donahue, then the Bishop of Wheeling, to send a 
priest to this vicinity. Because there were not enough Catholics of any one nationality to war-
rant establishing a particular National parish, the first Catholic congregation was composed of 
all Catholics regardless of national origin. To serve their spiritual needs, Bishop Donahue sent 
e Rev. Father M. Madert, who although of German descent, spoke fluently in several languages 
including Polish and thus was able to serve all Weirton Catholics with little difficulty.

 CONSTRUCTION OF FIRST CHURCH BEGINS

The Phillips Sheet and Tin Plate Company came to the aid of this growing Catholic congregation 
by donating three lots on Avenue A for the building of a Catholic church. One of these lots was 
sold immediately to complement the building fund and the construction of a church was be-
gun. It was a small, modest building seating less than one-hundred people, but it provided the 
necessary place for Catholic worship and the faithful were happy with the finished structure. 
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The Parish took the name of Sts. Peter and Paul. This according to former accounts took place 
in 1911 and it is in that year and in that parish where the nucleus of the present Sacred Heart 
of Mary Parish was formed.

Although the local Catholics had their church and a Catholic priest, because of language barriers 
they were unable to neither settle parish problems nor efficiently plan for the future. Parish 
meetings were being held in private homes, and despite best intentions all efforts resulted in 
failure. At this time, Bishop Donahue replaced Father Madert with a newly-ordained priest, the 
Rev. Father Stanley Przybysz.

On September 5, 1912 the first Polish fraternal organization was formed, namely the Casimir 
Pulaski Lodge 1504 of the Polish National Alliance. Two years later, on March 29, 1914, the St. 
Paul's "Lodge 791 of the Polish Roman Catholic Union came into being and by its close affiliation 
with the Catholic Church has been very instrumental in the growth of the parish, and is still 
actively carrying on its organizational work.

Father Stanley Przybysz was replaced by the Rev. Father L. LoMonaco, who in turn was followed 
by the Rev. Father M. Pawłowski. It is with the coming of Father Pawłowski in 1914 that Bishop 
Donahue divided the existing Catholic congregation into two distinct parishes — one to serve 
the Poles exclusively with Father Pawłowski as pastor and the other to serve all other Catholics 
with the Rev. Father A. D. McSwiggan as pastor. The Polish parish retained the name of Sts. 
Peter and Paul until the newly organized congregation decided to name its parish the St. Paul's, 
a name it carries to this day. To avoid what was sure to cause confusion, the Sts. Peter and Paul 
parish was changed to St. Michael-Archangel Parish. Thus in year 1915 a complete file of parish 
records was begun and has been kept up to date until the present time.

 FATHER WILCZEK BECOMES PASTOR

With the Polish people organized in their own parish, plans were formulated towards the building 
of a new church. A parcel of land was purchased on Avenue "G", architectural drawings made 
and presented for bids. Although the cost of the proposed church was estimated at $8,000, there 
were no final decisions reached concerning its erection. It was at this time, Bishop Donahue 
assigned the Rev. Father Andrew Wilczek to take over the pastor ship of the parish. He assumed 
that great assignment on October 15, 1916. Plans for the new church were temporarily shelved 
pending the management and decision of the new pastor.

On November 26, 1916 the first church organization was formed, namely the Holy Rosary Soci-
ety. This group which numbered only eight members at the time of its institution today enjoys 
the membership of 219 ladies. Perhaps no other organization was so helpful to the parish in its 
early beginnings as was this society, for it was responsible for many gifts and donations when 
the parish was in greatest need.

On December 10, 1916 the Sodality of the Children of Mary was formed but on November 4, 
1923 it was divided into two separate sodalities, namely the St. Mary's Girls' Sodality and the 
Children of Mary; the former was for all unmarried girls from high school age and the latter 
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for all grade-school girls. The senior church choir was formally organized assuming the name 
St. Cecelia's Choir while the Children's Choir had no distinguishing name until recently when in 
1957 it was organized into the St. Theresa's Choir Club. All these above church organizations 
were very instrumental in the success and growth of the Sacred Heart of Mary Parish and play 
a very important role in all its functions to this day.

Complying with the request of the parishioners, Bishop Donahue placed the parish under the 
patronage of the Mother of God under the title of the Sacred Heart of M'ary. It seems that 
from then on, the parishioners were imbued with a more zealous spirit and their efforts met 
with more success. Their love for the Blessed Mother spurred them on to greater heights and 
to this day remains the quiet but strong forces behind every parish endeavor.

About this time, another fraternal organization was formed, namely the Henry Sienkiewicz 
Lodge 2090 of the Polish National Alliance which on June 22. 1919 changed its name to the 
Frederick Chopin Lodge 2090. On May 14, 1922, the Sacred Heart of Mary Group 331 of the 
Polish Women's Alliance came into life and continues to enjoy a growing membership up to the 
present time. A Polish Band was also organized during this period with the generous financial 
assistance of the Weirton Steel Company.

 PERMANENT LOCATION FOR NEW CHURCH SELECTED

The original site bought for the building of a new church did not meet the approval of Father 
Wilczek, because of its unfavorable hilly terrain which would increase building costs. The land 
was sold, and in July 1917 with the usual generous help of the Weirton Steel Company, three 
homes were purchased on Avenue "F." The corner home was to be converted into a temporary 
school; the one adjoining it was immediately readied for a Convent; the third home was to be-
come the rectory. The convent and rectory, although greatly remodeled, still serve their original 
purpose, while the corner lot is the present location of the Sacred Heart of Mary Church.

After months of fruitless efforts, Father Wilczek succeeded in staffing the proposed parochial 
school with Sisters from the Franciscan Order of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in St. Louis, Missouri. 
The Ven. Sisters Petronella and Raymond were the first teaching nuns in Weirton with Sister 
Gamille serving as house sister. For several weeks, school convened in the church building on 
Avenue "A" until the home on corner of Avenue "F" was ready. Father Wilczek moved into the 
present rectory in October of 1917.

All of year 1918 was spent in preparing for the building of a new church. Since this was the year 
Poland regained its power and needed help to make a place for itself in the family of nations, 
the local Poles organized themselves into a Citizen's Committee on May 19, 1918, and on Sep-
tember 15, 1918 the Polish ladies organized the White Cross Circle. In no time, approximately 
$100,000 was raised among the 200 local Polish families as their contribution to help the land 
of their birth and the people whom they left behind.

By then, all preliminary business concerning the building of a new church was completed and 
by the end of April, 1919, the home on the site of the present church was dismantled and 
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construction begun. On September 14, 1919 Bishop Donahue blessed the cornerstone and on 
Christmas of that year, Midnight Mass was cele-brated in the church's basement-auditorium 
where all services were held until the building was completed. After Christmas vacation, school 
was taught in the new building, classrooms being on the ground floor of the church building. 
The completed church built at the cost of approximately S150,000 was dedicated on October 
24, 1920 by Bishop Donahue.

 WEIRTON STEEL COMPANY GREAT BENEFACTOR

Very prominent in the beginnings of the Sacred Heart of Mary Parish were two industrialists, 
namely the late Mr. J. C. Williams and Mr. F. Hanlin through whose influence our parish received 
great material and financial help from the Weirton Steel Company. Without the help of the local 
steel firm, the progress of the parish would not have been so rapid, in fact, not even possible.

It was some time before the school and church could be furnished with the necessary equipment 
due to lack of funds. Men donated their time and services towards building of desks; they made 
shelves for a lending library which was started, with some 1,000 Polish and English books; a 
stage was added to the basement auditorium where various programs were presented by the 
school children as well as the Dramatics Club which was quite active. A fundraising campaign for 
the purchase of church bells was conducted and when the project was completed the Weirton 
Steel Company once again donated its services in installing them. On October 4, 1922 the bells 
were rung for the first time to announce the death of Bishop Donahue. The loss of this good 
and holy man was greatly mourned by the parishioners as his interest and cooperation in the 
progress of the Sacred Heart of Mary Parish was evident in every instance. To succeed him, the 
Most Rev. Bishop John J. Swint. D. D. was appointed Bishop of Wheeling. In no time, his great 
generosity, kindly counsel and moral support earned him the love, loyalty, and respect of all 
parishioners which he enjoys to this day as Archbishop — Bishop of Wheeling.

In the meantime, the number of parishioners increased and more children registered for the 
parochial school. It was necessary to have more teachers, so to house them, two rooms were 
added to the Sisters' Convent; extensive remodeling of the rectory was undertaken. Most of 
the work was done voluntarily by the men of the parish which saved much cost for the growing 
parish.

In 1934 the congregation was host to the Gen. Joseph Haller, of Poland, one-time Command-
er-in-Chief of the Polish forces — a very happy and joyous occasion for the people who were 
hungry for news about their fatherland and the relatives still living in Poland.

 FATHER TRZASKOMA, FIRST PRIEST FROM PARISH ORDAINED

On June 19, 1935 the parish celebrated a very important event, namely, the First Mass of the 
Rev. Father M. Trzaskoma, thus far, the one and only priest ordained from our parish. Father 
Trzaskoma from the time of his ordination has offered his priestly services to the Canadian 
Catholics, presently serving as pastor of the Corpus Christi Parish in Winnipegosis, Manitoba, 
Canada, where besides his home parish, he serves two outlying missions. Our parish also gave 
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six young ladies to God's service, namely: Jeanette Kamińska, now Sister M. Evelyn; Valeria 
Schodzinski, now Sister M. Rita; Gladys Rafacz, now Sister M. Armela; Frances Kulbacki, now 
Sister M. Faustine; and Mary-Louise Kolanko, now Sister M. Theresine. The above are members 
of the Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual Help whose Motherhouse is in St. Louis, 
Missouri. Miss Stella Cwiczynski, now Sister Leonie Teresa, is a Carmelite of St. Therese, the 
Motherhouse of that congregation is in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

On April 26, 1936 the parish observed its 25th anniversary with solemn church services and 
an anniversary banquet. In 1937 the Sacred Heart of Mary School Alumni Club was organized 
and was very active until World War II when many of its members were being drafted or were 
enlisting, thus limiting social activities until they were completely abandoned.

On September 24, 1939 the parish honored its devoted pastor, Father Wilczek, with a cer-
emonious observance of his 25th anniversary in the Priesthood. This was one of the most 
exciting and happy days in the parish history as all the organizations joined in planning this 
event and united as never before to show their love and appreciation to the priest who served 
them so well.

On November 18, 1940 the Casimir Pulaski Lodge 1504 and the Frederick Chopin Lodge 2090 
both affiliates of the Polish National Alliance, joined to form one group assuming the name 
Casimir Pulaski Lodge 2090. It is a thriving fraternal organization to this day.

The following years in the parish were ones of stress and anxiety as great numbers of the young 
parishioners were being drafted or were enlisting in the Armed Forces. Special prayer services 
for all servicemen were offered each Wednesday during the war years. Of the hund¬reds of 
young men who served their country during World War II, the following paid the supreme 
sacrifice: S. Arboczewski, A. Binkowski, W. Dziatkowicz, R. Gromek, H. Gwizdała, F. Haber. H. 
Kasica. F. Kazienko, F. Klakos, A. Kost, H. Krukowski. S. Obremski. E. Ostrowski, F. Pawlowski. F. 
Rakowski, T. Sagan. J. Sitarz, S. Szmagaj. F. Szymanek. W. Trojanowski. E. Zajac and T. Zgurski.

On October 2. 1942 a new organization affiliated with the Polish National Alliance was formed 
under the name of Thaddeus Kosciuszko Lodge 3001. It built, owns and operates the Kosciuszko 
Hall on Weirton Heights, which serves the entire community for many occasions, including 
the Annual Parish Dances.

In 1947 the Parent-Teachers' Association was formed. It is through the efforts of this organiza-
tion that the school cafeteria was initiated and many wonderful improvements in the school 
made. Although its main purpose is helping the school and the school children, it takes active 
part in every parish program, giving unselfishly of its time and money when necessary.

 PARISH DEBT LIQUIDATED

On January 31, 1948 the parish debt was liquidated and on the following day, Father Wilczek 
suffered a serious heart attack which incapacitated him for many months. Priests from vari-
ous orders served the parish during Father Wilczek's convalescence, until in June, 1949 the 
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newly-ordained Father Emil Dobosz was assigned as assistant to Father Wilczek. A very close 
relationship united these two priests immediately, so that one helped the other to meet the 
problems of the parish in perfect harmony.

Soon after assuming his duties in the parish, Father Dobosz organized the Holy Name Society 
for the men of the parish. The organization formally instituted in 1950 has as its chief purpose 
the spiritual growth of its members which is prompted by corporate Communion on the second 
Sunday of each month. Members of the Holy Name Society take an active part in all church 
affairs. They sponsor only one money- raising project annually, namely, the Polish- Plate Dinner 
held in early Fall — a project which meets with great success. The latest contribution of this 
organization to the parish will be made September 17, 1961 when it dedicates two memorial 
plaques — one in memory of the late pastor, Father Andrew Wilczek, and the other honoring 
the boys of the parish who died during World War II.

A very special and memorable occasion in the parish was the coronation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary which took place on August 27, 1950. The Most Rev. Bishop John J. Swint in the presence 
of many priests and hundreds of parishioners, placed a jeweled crown on the statue of the 
Blessed Mother. This special ceremony was a public manifestation of love and thanksgiving to 
the Patroness of the parish for many blessings received through her intercession.

 PARISH PARTICIPATES IN MADONNA HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING PROJECT

In year 1952 preliminary steps were taken regarding the building of a Catholic High School in 
this city. After receiving the sanction of the Most Rev. Archbishop John J. Swint, a Fund-Raising 
campaign was conducted by the Sacred Heart of Mary Parish and the St. Paul's parish also 
of this city. Parishioners were named to executive positions on the Fund-Raising board and 
joined whole-heartedly in canvassing the local Catholics for pledges. Each working parishioner 
was requested to pledge three percent of his earnings for a period of three years towards the 
building fund. The Weirton Steel Company, besides a substantial financial contribution, also 
donated the services of its engineering personnel and agreed to make the pledge deductions 
from the Company payrolls, thus making it very convenient for the people to pay off their 
pledged contributions.

When Madonna High School was completed, the Sacred Heart of Mary Parish actively parti¬ci-
pated in dedication ceremonies held on August 15, 1955. Each year the parish pays the stip-
ulated assessment towards the maintenance of Madonna High School, where all graduates 
of the Sacred Heart of Mary Parochial School attend, distinguishing themselves scholastically 
as well as in sports.

On Christmas Day of 1952 the Parish Bulletin made its first appearance in the church's pam-
phlet rack. Although modest in format, edited in English and Polish, it keeps the parishioners 
abreast of the activities connected with the church and school and serves as liaison between 
the rectory and the congregation.
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On January 28, 1953 Father Dobosz's efforts towards organizing the Confraternity of Christian 
Mothers were rewarded when twelve women attended the first meeting. The Confraternity was 
formally initiated on March 5, 1953. It is an organization for the married women of the parish 
and has for its purpose the Catholic education of children and helping to make its members 
better wives and mothers thus assuring happy Catholic homes. Although spiritual in purpose 
with members receiving Communion in a body on the first Sunday of each month, the orga-
niza¬tion includes in its monthly meetings programs of diversified nature, including social, 
cultural, informative and inspirational. Although it is the youngest church organization in the 
parish, it has made many contributions towards the church in cash as well as in donating of 
sanctuary chairs, alter cloths, church vestments etc. It enjoys a steadily growing membership 
to date numbering 165 active members.

The parish also has a Boy Scout Troop which was originally sponsored by the St. Paul's Lodge 
791 of the Polish Roman Catholic Union. With the coming of Father Dobosz, the Boy Scout 
Troop wais reactivated, a Girl Scout Troop was organized and also the Parochial School Basket 
ball Team began practicing. The latter was awarded the Parochial School Basketball League 
Championshiip Trophy in 1960.

In the year 1954 the parish honored its pastor Father Wilczek with a testimonial booklet 
commemorating his 40th anniversary in the Priesthood and presented him with a purse on 
that happy occasion. Because of his poor health, any formal social functions celebrating the 
occasion had to be forgone.

 DAYS OF JOY AND SORROW IN PARISH

On August 6, 1957, another happy occasion presented itself to the parish, namely the arrival 
from Poland of the Rev. Father Andrew Wilczek, - nephew and namesake of the pastor. This 
young Polish priest spent three months visiting in our city, bringing personal news to many 
parishioners of relatives and friends in Poland. His stay was climaxed by a surprise dinner on 
October 20, 1957 and the presentation of a monetary gift contributed by the parishioners.

In the early months of 1959, parishioners began formulating plans to honor their assistant 
pastor, Father Dobosz, on the approaching tenth anniversary of his ordination. It was rather 
an usual preparation because all meetings had to be arranged for times when "Father Emil" 
as he is affectionally called, was absent from the rectory. With the whole-hearted cooperation 
of Father Wilczek and few personal friends of Father Dobosz, the parishioners managed to 
keep all preparations a secret and on June 14, 1959 surprised Father Dobosz with a Testimo-
nial Banquet held at the local Community Center which was attended by over five-hundred 
persons, including priests, parishioners and friends. In addition, he was presented with the 
newest model automobile as an anniversary gift from the parishioners.

A very sad day came upon the parish when its beloved pastor, the Rev. Father Wilczek was 
called to his eternal reward on May 3, 1960. The love, respect and admiration he earned during 
his 44 years of work in the Sacred Heart of Mary Parish was clearly manifested by the throngs 
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who came to pay their last respects, and the memorable funeral, impressive in its religious 
solemnity, which was arranged by the parish. His devoted service in God's Vineyard reflected 
in his priestly labors while Pastor of Sacred Heart of Mary Parish will remain indelibly recorded 
in the parish annals.

On May 7, 1960, the Rev. Father Emil Dobosz was appointed pastor of the Sacred Heart of Mary 
Parish to succeed Father Wilczek. This post he holds to this day, happy in the love and respect 
of his parishioners and in the cooperation he receives as their spiritual leader.

 FATHER DOBOSZ AND PARISHIONERS LOOK TOWARDS FUTURE

The history of the parish would have had a different turn were it not for the unselfish and de-
voted work of the Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual Help who have served the parish 
since 1917. They have endured the hardships of the early days without complaint, giving of 
their time and energies far beyond the call of duty. Their excellent teaching, their thoughtful 
guidance, their many prayers and countless sacrifices are among the greatest blessings our parish 
enjoys, and from which it continues to reap such rich results. The gratitude and appreciation 
due them can never fully be repaid.

The parish has now reached its fiftieth year of serving God and country. Its priests have baptized 
1,979 infants and 30 converts; its records show 576 marriages sanctified; 530 persons were laid 
to eternal rest. Hundreds of children have been educated in its parochial school and are now 
contributing towards the growth of the community and our country in all walks of life. Nine-
ty-nine percent of its 400 families own their own homes and several have flourishing business 
establishments. Although most of the parishioners are of average means, their interest and 
love for the parish is readily proven by their generous contributions towards the support and 
upkeep of the parish properties.

It is with a happy and bright outlook towards the future that the Sacred Heart of Mary Parish 
begins its second half-century. Imbued with the spirit which burned in the hearts of its founders, 
edified by the example and guidance of its spiritual leaders, encouraged by the ever-in¬creasing 
number of young families joining its ranks, sustained by the whole-hearted cooperation of its 
parishioners, the Sacred Heart of Mary Parish hopes to add to its already fruitful history as it 
continues to serve God through His Blessed Mother Mary.


