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 ST. ANTHONY'S CHURCH (1893-1904)

The first Catholic church in Monongah, West Virginia was established in 1893, under the patro- 
nage of St. Anthony. A mission of the Immaculate Conception Church in Clarksburg, St. Anthony's 
church was attended by Rev. Daniel O'Connor, pastor of the Clarksburg parish, and his assistant, 
Rev. John A. Reynolds.

As early as 1891, however, Sunday Mass was offered in the home of Mr. and Mrs. James McKain 
on Camden Avenue. Most of the Catholics of Old Monongah were of Irish extraction. When, 
subsequently, a small frame building was constructed in the same vicinity, it soon became 
known as the "Irish Catholic Church." This little chapel remained a mission station of Immaculate 
Conception Church in Clarksburg until 1902, when St. Anthony's was raised to the status of an 
independent parish, with Rev. Joseph Lekston as temporary pastor.

 OLD ST. STANISLAUS CHURCH (1904-1913)

Owing largely to an influx of immigrant Polish Catholics, St. Anthony's Church became too small 
to accommodate the congregation. Consequently, the erection of a larger church was undertak-
en on Maple Avenue, in 1904. This was Old St. Stanislaus, a frame building constructed on the 
site of the present St. Stanislaus Church. Later, St. Anthony's Church was discontinued, and the 
property was sold to Mr. Tony Tropea, who converted the premises into the place of business 
now located near the intersection of Camden and Maple Avenues.

Upon completion of Old St. Stanislaus Church, Father Lekston was appointed resident pastor. 
He served in that capacity until April of 1913, when he transferred his priestly labors to the 
Diocese of Springfield, Massachusetts.

Father Lekston, like many of the people to whom he ministered in Monongah, was a Polish 
immigrant, one among the thousands of oppressed people who came to America in the mass 
migrations at the turn of the century. Father Lekston, fearing the Russian domination of his na-
tive land, had been unable to return to Poland after completion of his seminary studies in Italy. 
Shortly after his arrival in this country, he was invited by the late Bishop Patrick J. Donahue to 
labor in the Diocese of Wheeling.
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It was during the pastorate of Father Lekston that the epic mine disaster occurred in Monon-
gah on the morning of December 6, 1907. This great-souled priest, whose own life had been 
saddened by the tragedy of exile from his homeland, could sympathize with his grief-stricken 
flock, among which many familiar faces were missing that Sunday morning, after the explosion. 
Before Friday's calamity, the congregation of the little frame church on the hill, near the scene of 
havoc at mine No. 8, had embraced more than 500 members. But that Sunday morning, scores 
of worshippers lay entombed beneath the environs of that very church.

In the spring of 1913, Father Lekston was succeeded by Rev. Lawrence Michalski, whose pas-
torate was marred by the complete destruction of Old St. Stanislaus Church by fire. Only two 
statues were saved from that holocaust. Older members of St. Stanislaus parish still recollect 
the wailing of the train whistle that alerted the town to the second great tragedy of Catholic 
Monongah. Since there was no local fire department at that time, the blaze, attributed to de-
fective electrical wiring, soon razed the church.

 ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA CHURCH (1914)

Undismayed by this second misfortune within six years, the parishioners themselves helped to 
cart away the debris, so that construction could begin on another church. Destined to become 
the beautiful brick structure now known as the church of St. Stanislaus Kostka, the new building 
was completed the following year.

In 1910, the Catholic church of Farmington had been accredited as a mission of St. Stanislaus 
parish.

The year 1917 witnessed the establishment of a parochial school in St. Stanislaus parish, with 
a pupil enrollment of 25 boys and 30 girls.

The following year, Father Michalski enlisted as Chaplain to the Polish Army in France. He was 
succeeded by Rev. James Palmowski, M.S., who was followed in 1920 by Rev. Francis Dyczkowski. 
In 1922, Fr. Michalski returned from the Polish armed services, and was reappointed pastor of 
St. Stanislaus parish and St. Peter's Mission in Farmington.

Father Michalski was anxious to reopen the parochial school in St. Stanislaus parish. Fortunately, 
in 1923, Archbishop John J. Swint had installed a community of Sisters in Monongah, where 
the Jay Lee Jones Hotel on Maple Avenue was purchased by the diocese, and remodeled as a 
convent for the nuns.

The new community, kown as Sisters Auxiliaries of the Apostolate, was founded in 1902, at St. 
Albert, Canada, by the saintly Fr. Francis Olszewski. In 1921, Father Olszewski was incardinated 
into the diocese of Wheeling. Shortly thereafter, he welcomed the Sisters to his parish in New 
Cumberland, W. Va., where they undertook the management of a parochial school.

In 1924, Father Michalski invited three members of the Sisters' Community to staff St. Stanislaus 
School. Mother Mary Ursula, the first principal, was assisted by Mother Mary Arsenia, Sister 
Mary Clare, and Miss Ava Currey.
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Since the new school drew for its enrollment of 102 boys and 131 girls on the membership of 
both churches, its name was changed from St. Stanislaus to St. John's School. When, later, the 
present Motherhouse and property were donated to the Sisters Auxiliaries of the Apostolate 
by Archbishop Swint, the school was renamed Sts. Peter and Paul, after the patron Saints of 
the Sisters' Community.

In 1927, Father Michalski was succeeded by Rev. Emmanuel B. Krzysiek. Fourteen years later, 
in 1941, Rev. Adalbert Chrzanowski was appointed pastor. »

Owing to a shortage of priests, "Father Albert," as his parishioners referred to him, was ap-
pointed pastor, of Our Lady of Pompeii Church, as well as pastor of St. Stanislaus Church. After 
a protracted, though nonincapacitating illness due to injuries sustained in an accident, this 
zeolous priest, who did so much to fuse both memberships into one congregation, died of his 
injuries in 1947.

Rev. John A. McNulty succeeded to the pastorate of both Catholic churches in Monongah. Se- 
veral years later, Father McNulty was recalled to service as Chaplain in the United States Army. 
He was succeeded, in 1951, by Rev. John M. Reardon, was was followed, in 1952, by Rev. Victor 
P. Ortino, as Administrator of the combined parish.

During the pastorate of Father Ortino, on November 22, 1955, Most Rev. Thomas J. McDonnell, 
Coadjutor Bishop of Wheeling, officiated at the laying of the cornerstone of Sts. Peter and Paul 
Chapel, a simple but beautiful addition to the Motherhouse of the Sisters Auxiliaries of the 
Apos- tolate.

After a strenuous pastorate of four years, Father Ortino died suddenly on December 7, 1956. 
Before his death, this zealous young priest had founded St. Mary's Mission in nearby Carolina, 
West Virginia.

December 17, 1956, Father Ortino was succeeded by Rev. Everett F. Briggs, who is presently 
Administrator of both Catholic churches in Monongah, as well as St. Mary's Mission in Carolina. 
Owing largely to the munificence of Father Ortino's estate, Father Briggs was able to erect St. 
Mary's Church at Carolina, in November, 1957.


