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  History of St. Stanislaus Church of Binghamton, NY
  Pamiątka poświęcenia nowego kościoła św. Stanisława Kostki 
  w Binghamton, NY, 31 .X.1954.

To write a history of St. Stanislaus Kostka Church of Binghamton, N. Y., it is difficult to do justice 
to the enormous task in a brochure small as this. It is forty years since this parish was organized.

This brochure is a tribute to the brave men and women, who left their motherland, Poland, when 
their homeland had been raped and taken by the European hawks, by the then governments of 
Russia, Prussia, and Austria, and who came to America in search of freedom of religion, speech, 
and action. They brought with them their deep faith. They sought self expression, and found it in 
the many beautiful churches throughout America, and especially in mining towns and cities.

When our people arrived in Binghamton, they had settled for the most part in the First Ward of 
the city, in Miles, Downs, Belknap, and Baxter Sts. In those days, there were no paved roads, and 
sidewalks were wooden up to Jarvis St. They worked hard for a living. In 1907 their pay was seventy 
five cents per day, for a ten hour day, or five dollars for a sixty hour week. They walked to work. 
Some came to Binghamton, earned some money, and then returned to Europe. Most remained here. 
Because there was no church for Poles in Binghamton, many moved to other cities. When about 
twenty eight families had settled here, the men began to organize a parish. A platform, costing two 
hundred dollars had been built in a lot in Sowden St., midway between Glenwood Ave. and Pulaski 
St., to hold outdoor dances regularly, to raise funds for the purchase of land for the church. On the 
advice of the Rev. Francis Rusin, whose counsel was sought in the process of the organization of a 
parish, the name given to the parish was St. Stanislaus Kostka, who had been a young Pole, a Jesuit, 
who died young, and who became a saint. When a sufficient amount of funds had been gathered 
to give the young parish a good start, the land purchased for the site of the permanent church, was 
all the land now covered by parish property in Prospect St. Bishop John Grimes gave permission to 
erect a parish of St. Stanislaus Kostka, and appointed as the first pastor, the Rev.

Michael J. Dzialuk, on June 18, 1914. Father Dzialuk, a man of dynamic personality had been assis-
tant pastor at Sacred Heart Church in Syracuse, N. Y. First trustees of the parish were Peter Sobiech 
and Gregory Stolarczyk. Father Dzialuk had the men of the parish erect walls around the platform 
in Sowden St., and put on a roof, and in two days' time, the small building was ready for use as 
the first church of the new parish. Father Dzialuk said the first Mass in the new church on Sunday, 
June 21, 1914. Ordinary chairs were used in the church. A stove stood in one corner, an organ was 
borrowed from the Stolarczyk family, and Mr. Joseph Kangiser played it, as the first organist in the 
parish. On sundays, before the high Mass, which at times was late in commencing, Father Dzialuk, 
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in his zeal for souls, used to draw aside the curtain which separated the sacristy from the main body 
of the church, to look into the church, to see if a group of parishioners who had lived in Endicott, 
had already arrived to the church, by trolley.

On June 29, 1914, Father Dzialuk directed his men parishioners in digging a foundation for the brick 
church which was to be erected in Prospect St. Women also gave a hand, and also dug. There were 
no machines. Digging actually was done by bare hand, and with shovels. When available money 
ran out, for material, and other necessities, work was held up for one year, until Father Dzialuk got 
a loan from a bank in Utica, N. Y.

Now that a parish was organized to serve the spiritual needs of the people, and now that a pa-
rochial school was being planned by Father Dzialuk, who had planned a combination building to 
serve as a church and school, more people came and settled here. People came from many parts 
of Pennsylvania, from Morris Run, Scranton, Dickson City, Taylor, Duryea, Wilkes Barre, and other 
communities, to settle here. Soon the parish numbered one hundred families.

Bishop John Grimes, Ordinary of the Diocese of Syracuse blessed the corner stone for the new 
combination building, at 370-374 Prospect Street, on July 9, 1915. On July 4, 1916, presumably a 
noisy day, Bishop John Grimes dedicated the new building, and Father Dzialuk sung the first Mass 
in the new building. In 1917, the Felician Sisters of the Buffalo province came to the parish, to 
teach in the parochial school. And so, the parish continued to grow, and with the parochial school 
functioning, the future of the parish, and the faith of the people were assured, and the pioneers of 
the parish, the faithful apostles of freedom, faith, and liberty, were happy to see that a community 
of freedom loving Poles was definitely established in the Triple Cities. Early parishioners lived in 
Binghamton, Johnson City,

Endicott, Endwell, Town of Dickinson, Whitney Point, Lisle, Chenango Forks, Chenango Bridge, in 
fact in all of Broome and Chenango counties.

The first functions of note in the small church in Sowden Street were the following: First baptism, 
before the parish was canonically established was that of Helen Stankiewicz, child of Frank Stankiewicz 
and Casimira Puszczyk, took place on Jan. 25, 1914, with Anthony Surowka and Josephine Slezak 
as sponsors. The first baptism in the church in Sowden Street, after the parish was canonically es-
tablished was that of Josephine Dutkowski, child of Michael Dutkowski and Helen Dombrowska, on 
June 21, 1914, the day of the first Mass. Sponsors were Stanley Purzynski and Casimira Osikarska. 
The first marriage in the church was that of Frank Surowka with Helen Frydryk, on July 1, 1914, with 
Joseph Bies and Anna Surowka, as witnesses. The first recorded death was that of Stella Budziewicz, 
who died on Aug. 28, and was buried on Aug. 28, at Calvary Cemetery.

Following are the first functions performed in the combination church-school building after its 
dedication: The first baptism was that of Josephine Robinski, child of John Robinski and Mary 
Wincewicz, on July 5, 1916, with Ignace Wrodin and Felicia Robinska as sponsors. The first marriage 
was that of Sigismund Lubkiewicz with Sophia Sinkiewicz, on July 9, 1916, with Ignace Sinkiewicz 
and Domicella Orszewska as witnesses. First burial of an infant was that of three year old Andrew 
Lamajtis, on July 6, 1916. First adult was Dominick Pluta who died on Sept. 11, and was buried from 
the church on Sept. 16, 1916.
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On October 24, 1924, Father Dzialuk was transferred to a parish in Utica, N. Y. Bishop John Grimes, 
on that day, appointed as the second pastor of our parish, the Rev. John Sciskalski, a priest of fiery 
and apostolic zeal for Christ, and an orator and preacher of note. His services as a preacher, in the 
diocese and outside the diocese, were very much in demand. After Father Dzialuk left the parish, 
which he was building up on a shoe string, as it were, with a small number of families, and mount-
ing costs of building, which did not match the income, because working conditions were not the 
best, Father Sciskalski found a, much heavier debt on the parish than was generally expected. Yet, 
a home was needed for the teaching Rev. Sisters, so, Father Sciskalski, in his zeal for those who also 
labor for Christ, built a very beautiful and large convent for the Rev. Sisters. The cost was high, but 
the convent was necessary. Due, in large part to his qualities of deep zeal for souls, Father Sciskalski 
was transferred on November 17, 1927, by Bishop Daniel J. Curley to a Polish parish in Oswego, 
where Bishop Curley saw it fit to have Father Sciskalski employ his talents to consolidate the faith 
of the people at St. Stephen's parish in Oswego. This point is, perhaps, a scoop, but ought to be 
known by our parishioners.

The third and next pastor of our parish, appointed by Bishop Curley on Nov. 17, 1927, was the Rev. 
Casimir S. Piejda. Father Piejda, a good patriot and man of zeal, concentrated much of his time on 
payment of the parish debt, to lessen the concern of some who1, perhaps, never heard it said that 
"you never heard of a Roman Catholic church that went bankrupt." In his endeavors he was highly 
successful, and devoted the major portion of his time to molding the character of the youth in our 
parochial school. In accordance with the motto that "in unity there is strength" Father Piejda very 
capably organized the Sodality Society and the Holy Name Society, having been given credit for 
the largest Holy Name Society in the Triple Cities. The parish was sorry to see Father Piejda leave.

On Sept. 15, 19B9, Bishop Walter A. Foery appointed Father Piejda pastor of Sacred Heart Church 
in Syracuse. His qualities soon came to light. Consequently, Father Piejda was appointed Consultor 
to Most Rev. Walter A. Foery, Bishop of Syracuse, and later was given the rank of domestic prelate 
with the title of Right Reverend Monsignor, by His Holiness Pope Pius Xll.

The fourth and present pastor of our church, appointed by His Excellency Bishop Foery, on Sept. 
15, 1939, is the Rev. George Guzewicz. After the balance of the debt was paid a goal was set to 
accumulate sufficient funds to erect a separate church building, and to convert the existing church 
auditorium into classrooms. A new church building of modern Gothic design, of limestone and brick 
was erected at the corner of Prospect and Pulaski Sts., at a cost with furnishings, of $400,000; there 
is no debt on the building. The cornerstone was dedicated on Oct. 31, 1954. Year on the corner-
stone is 1953, because that is the year the building of the structure commenced. The church was 
dedicated the same morning, also by His Excellency, Bishop Walter A. Foery, Ordinary of Syracuse. 
First solemn Mass in presence of the Bishop was said by the pastor, the Rev. George Guzewicz, on 
Oct. 31, 1954, on the feast of Christ the King. An overflow crowd was present, and visitors inspected 
and admired the building throughout the day. The weather on that day was beautiful.

Following are first recorded functions in the new church building: First baptism took place on the 
day of dedication, Oct. 31, 1954. It was that of Richard Jasieniecki, child of Thomas Jasieniecki and 
Frances Krolak, with Chester Jasieniecki and Anita Królak acting as sponsors.
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First marriage, on Nov. 6, 1954, was that of Raymond D. Severance with Louise H. Pospiech, with 
John Nezelek and Barbara Parciak, as witnesses. First burial was that of Teofil Jachowski, who passed 
away on Nov. 5, and was buried from the church on Nov. 8, 1954.

Assistant pastor at present is the Rev. Casimir J. Krzysiak. Trustees appointed by Bishop Foery are 
the Messrs. Stanley J. Jankiewicz, who has tended that office for nearly twenty five years, and John 
J. Progorowicz, who is chairman of today's banquet.

Among priests who were assistants in this parish in the past, are the Rev. Dr. Francis S. Holocinski, 
Rev. John A. Kociela, Rev. Charles Kazmierczyk, Rev. Theo. Wojcikowski, Rev. Peter J. Kołeczek, Rev. 
Stanley P. Macewicz, Rev. Joseph Prugar, Rev. Boleslaus Dutkiewicz, and the Franciscan Fathers, O.F.M.

Our parishioners are proud of their new church, and rightly so. It is indeed, a monument to their 
efforts over the years. The parish has made great strides spiritually, and has amassed much valuable 
property. It is a tribute to the impelling forces of love of God and love of freedom which inspired 
the early parishioners to make sacrifices, in order to express their allegiance to God, and to express 
the beauty of their souls. To sacrifice something, such as a donation, or an offering, means to deny 
one something necessary, or something legitimate, and to offer it to God through one's church. 
To sacrifice something means to give till and when it hurts. That is real love of God, or of country. 
So, as much as it is desirable, it is most difficult to enumerate names of all who labored and sacri-
ficed, to have a parish church, rectory, school, and convent, at last, in St. Stanislaus Kostka parish in 
Binghamton. Sacred with us all is the memory of parishioners who departed, many of whom have 
yearned to see the new church. Let us keep their example of fortitude in mind. Likewise, it is fitting 
to show due respect to the living organizers of the parish. For the parishioners of the future, it is 
well to keep in mind that our fathers built this parish to provide for us a house of worship and a 
place for education. They were not" selfish. They sacrificed because they loved God, and they loved 
their children. Now, it is the duty and obligation of parishioners, as we well know, to maintain all 
the church property, and to support the parish in a proper manner, and to assist in parish under-
takings when asked to do so, so that in that way we shall be faithful to the memory of our fathers 
who did such great things for us. May Almighty God reward and bless everyone who sacrificed and 
offered something to make the new church a reality. Only in this manner could it have been built. 
And, hope your happiness and joy tonight are complete!


