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The 90th Anniversary of Sacred Heart Parish—a joyous occasion during which the parishioners 
render thanksgiving to God for blessings received. It is a special time when parishioners reflect on 
the past and plan for the future.

The accomplishments of Sacred Heart Parish in Syracuse, New York could well be called ne product 
of three administrators, namely Rev. Francis Rusin, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Casimir S. Piejda, P.A. and that of 
the present administrator of our beloved pastor, Rev. Msgr. Adolph A. Kantor.

The founding of any Polish parish was closely linked with the pioneers settling in a particular com-
munity and seeing the need for a church of their own. It was during the great migration of European 
peoples to the United States that the Polish people settled in Syracuse. About the year 1880 there 
was a scattering of Polish families in this city. The majority of the earlier Polish settlers spoke Ger-
man and lacking a church of their own they attended Mass at the Church of the Assumption and 
at St. Joseph's (German) Church.

In May of 1892, the Rev. Francis Kolaszewski, the founder of this parish came to Syracuse from 
the diocese of Cleveland. He conducted his first Holy Mass in Syracuse in Kelly's Hall at W. Fayette 
St. On June 12, 1892 the Polish pioneers held their first general meeting at the Assumption Parish 
and it was then decided to build their own Church and selected the name Sacred Heart of Jesus as 
their patron. On June 30, 1892, at the incorporation of the Church, the Most Rev. Patrick Ludden, 
Bishop of Syracuse; the Rt. Rev. James Kennedy, vicar general; the Rev. Francis Kolaszewski, pastor; 
and Messrs. Peter Gdaniec and Adolph Kirchner lay trustees, were authorized to contract for the 
building of the first Polish Parish in the Diocese of Syracuse. This Parish has the distinction of being 
the Mother Parish of the Polish Churches in the Diocese.

The first original church was a two story framed combination building which was located on Park 
Ave. at the site of the present school. The land (two lots) was purchased from Brown Augusta Smith 
for $3,000.00. Contractor for the two story framed structure was John Hemmers Sons, for an ap-
proximate cost of $17,000. The corner stone was solemnly blessed by Bishop Ludden on July 24, 
1892. The first Mass was offered on August 20, 1892 in the new Church. The bell was installed and 
blessed, later in the year, October 2, 1892. The Church was solemnly dedicated on June 11, 1893.

The first Sacred Heart School was also organized by Rev. F. Kolaszewski. Classes were conducted in 
the two large front rooms of the lower part of the two story combination Church Building, by three 
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Sister of the Order of St. Francis, who arrived from Rochester, Minnesota and commenced school 
on September 28, 1892, with an enrollment of 86 children.

After two years, the Rev. F. Kolaszewski, the organizer of this parish, returned to the Diocese of 
Cleveland. On April 6, 1894, the Rev. Anthony Plucinski from the Pittsburgh Diocese was appointed 
pastor until July 2, 1894. At this time the Rev. Jerome Klimecki became the third pastor of Sacred 
Heart, laboring from July 7, 1894 to June 15, 1896. Because of poor health and advanced age, Fa-
ther Klimecki resigned and with his pastorate, the first phase of our parish came to an end. Sacred 
Heart Parish was organized and the Polish people of Syracuse had their own parish. Credit for the 
organization is due to both the priests and laity. Outstanding laymen in the beginning were Roman 
Lewandowski, John Lewandowski, and trustees Peter Gdaniec and Adolph Kirchner.

On June 16, 1896 Bishop Ludden appointed the Rev. Francis S. Rusin pastor of Sacred Heart, im-
mediately after his ordination, where he was to remain until his death on July 25, 1939. The Rev. 
Francis S. Rusin, being newly ordained and without any previous charge, lost no time in effecting 
reforms to strengthen the bond between the people and God. Upon arrival to Sacred Heart, Father 
Rusin found a flock of 85 families, a $17,000.00 church building and debts of about $11,000.00. 
From that day on he toiled diligently, working with his own hands, as he was a great craftsman. 
Carpentry among other occupations was his hobby. Father Rusin became the Builder and Leader 
of Sacred Heart Church. The parish grew in number, the older Polish immigrants began to import 
the loved ones they left behind, their relatives, wives and children. Understanding the conditions 
and seeing the willingness of his parishioners, Father Rusin decided to undertake the construction 
of a new and larger church. On June 20, 1906, with the permission of the Board of Trustees, two 
Park Ave, lots were purchased for the new Church for $4,000.00.

Since the parish had no rectory, the first three pastors rented a private home on Lakeview Ave. 
Father Rusin in an effort to economize, occupied a few vacant rooms in the Church building. After 
residing in these inconvenient quarters for almost six years, the parishioners insisted on building 
a two story framed structure to serve as a rectory. The rectory was completed in January 1901 at 
a cost of $3,500.00. 

After the purchase of the Park Ave. lots, architects—Merrick & Randall prepared the plans and 
specifications for the new church, also contracted were O'Connor Bros., masons and Hueber Bros., 
builders. Father Rusin devoted himself completely to this special project and nothing was too much 
for him to do, in order to fulfill this purpose within his lifetime. 

On August 1906 ground was broken for the new church. Much of the work on the foundation and 
walls was done by artisans among the parish communicants, in order to save money. The cornerstone 
was blessed October 20, 1907 by Bishop Patrick Ludden. The new church was completed in 1910. 
The entire external structure was $207,917.25 having two spires of 212 feet high and built in the 
form of a cross; the new church is of pure Gothic style. It is steel framed stone building veneered 
with Gouveneur marble. Its length is 162 feet and the width in the cross is 105 feet, in the nave 
65 feet and in the front 96 feet. It was a realization of the dream of Fr. Rusin made possible by the 
labor and sacrifices of the people at Sacred Heart.
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The new church was solemnly dedicated, June 5, 1910 by the Most Rev. P. Rhode, Polish Aux. Bishop 
of Chicago, to whom this privilege was extended by the local ordinary. Bishop Rhode celebrated 
the solemn Pontifical Mass in the presence of Bishop Ludden, the Most Rev. John Grimes, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Syracuse and a score of other clergy. The sermon was preached by the Rev. John Bieda, 
S.J. On the same afternoon, Bishop Rhode administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to a group 
of about 300 children. Three new large bells were blessed by the Auxiliary Bishop Grimes on the 
first Sunday of September in 1912.

When the Church was completed in 1910, the old church was converted entirely for the use of the 
parochial school. In April 1916 a fire damaged the old school which was later razed and upon its 
site stands the present modern brick building, another achievement of Father Rusin. On October 
1916 the Board of Trustees of Sacred Heart Church, with the pastor Father Rusin held a meeting 
at the chancery office of the Diocese of Syracuse and plans and specifications for the new school 
were approved and the Rev. Francis Rusin was authorized by this Board to sign necessary contracts 
for the building of the new school.

The new school was a two-story brick building with a basement. The basement included a stage, 
a hall accommodating 600 people, two club rooms, two bowling alleys and rear rooms for boilers. 
On the first floor, there were eight classrooms. This school was blessed by the Most Rev. J. Grimes 
on the fourth Sunday of September 1917. The same year the school was affiliated to the School 
Board of Regents.

Ten years later, it was necessary to enlarge the school building to accommodate the ready increasing 
number of children. Thus it was decided to build an additional story. Therefore, on May 1926 the 
same Board approved the building of the additional story. The entire cost of the building including 
the playground was $150,000.00.

Among the other achievements of Father Rusin was the construction of a fine convent building where 
twenty-five Sisters could live and fulfill their duties. The convent and equipment cost $30,000.00. 
The land upon which the convent was built was donated to the Parish by Father Rusin.

In order to provide a playground for the children, the old rectory was sold and moved. The Sisters 
old home behind the school was also removed. The construction of a new rectory began in Sep-
tember, 1920 and was completed in 1921. It is the present rectory, two and a half-story frame, 
brick-veneered, which cost completely finished and furnished—$40,000. The land on which the 
rectory stands was also a gift from Father Rusin.

Other properties belonging to the parish in 1921 included the cemetery in the Town of Geddes and 
the frame building for the sexton in the rear of the school. This house was built in 1914 for $2,200. 
Two decades of building gave us a set-up which was a half-million dollars worth of buildings. From 
1906 to 1926, the Church, school, convent and rectory were erected as a monument of the faith.

When Father Rusin came to Syracuse in 1896 he found a flock of eighty-five families, a $17,000. 
Church building and debts about $11,000. When he died in 1939, there were a half-million dollars 
of building and a debt of $132,000. His work was well done and the huge handsome ecclesiastical 
structure will always be a striking monument for this priest and the pioneers and founders of Sa-
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cred Heart.

Upon the death of Father Rusin on July 21, 1939, the Rev. Casimir Piejda was appointed by Bishop 
W. A. Foery, as the fifth pastor of Sacred Heart Parish. With his appointment ends the second phase 
of the parish, namely the building of the parish.

During his administration of the parish, Msgr. Piejda made many improvements and changes at 
Sacred Heart. From 1939 until the Golden Jubilee in 1942, Msgr. Piejda reduced the debts of the 
church some $40,000. A Golden Jubilee Fund was started and was to be used for a new marble 
main altar and/or a social center for the youth of the parish.

The Golden Jubilee Celebration took place on Sunday, September 13, 1942. Bishop Walter A. Foery 
presided at the solemn Mass which was celebrated by Msgr. Casimir S. Piejda, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Michael 
J. Grupa preached the sermon. Aux. Bishop of Syracuse, David Cunningham was also present in the 
sanctuary.

From 1942 to 1952 various funds were begun to renovate the interior and exterior of the present 
church building. Parishioners were honored when their zealous pastor was rewarded by Pope Pius 
XII. On May 10, 1945 Father Piejda was elevated to the Office of Domestic Prelate and could be 
called Monsignor.

A memorable day was August 9, 1945 when the complete debt on the parish was dissolved. Legal 
documents of the burning of the mortgage of $132,000. are on file at the Chancery Office.

Many improvements followed, for Msgr. Piejda was always engaged in some project to make Sa-
cred Heart grow spiritually and materially. The most important event in 1952 was the installation 
of new marble altars in the sanctuary, marble communion rail, pulpit, sanctuary floor, wainscoting, 
statuaries and bronze tabernacle which were all imported from Pietrosanta, Italy and installed by 
the DeRanieri Studios, Detroit, Mich. The entire project cost the parish $150,000.

The marble statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was a gift from one of the benefactors at Sacred 
Heart, namely the late John Giminski. The Consecration of the three new marble altars took place 
May 7, 1952 by Bishop Walter A. Foery, Bishop of Syracuse, assisted by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Casimir S. 
Piejda, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Robert Dillon, Rev. R. Sullivan and many priests. The main altar was conse-
crated in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Relics in the altar stone are: St. Stanislaus, Bishop and 
Martyr, St. Casimir, Confessor and St. Aetheruis, Bishop and Martyr. The Main Altar is a Perpetual 
Daily Privileged Altar which enables the granting of a Plenary Indulgence to the soul for whom any 
priest offers Mass at that altar.

The Blessed Mother's altar was consecrated under the title mother of Grace and the rel¬ics en-
shrined in the altar are from St. Andrew Bobola, St. Marcarius and St. Stanislaus Kostka, Confessor. 
These relics were a gift from the Chancery and Msgr. Piejda. The altar of St. Joseph is consecrated 
under the title of Patron of the Universal Church and contains the relics of St. Gaudiosus, Martyr, 
St. Maria Goretti and St. John Vianney.

When the entire sanctuary was completed Bishop Foery rededicated the completely renovated 
Sacred Heart Church on October 26, 1952. This was one of the greatest projects accomplished by 
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Monsignor with the help and prayers of his parishioners. In the evening a banquet was held to 
commemorate both his rededication and the 60th Anniversary of Sacred Heart Parish. The whole 
affair was an expression of joy and gratitude to the parishioners for their loyalty and devotion.

Many of these tremendous projects at Sacred Heart were realized because of the generosity of 
the parishioners, their loyalty to the parish and their spirit of cooperation. One of the outstand-
ing sources of income was the Annual Parish Festival. This idea began in Father Rusin's days and 
has continued to the present. Societies in the parish have always responded to the needs of the 
parish. Without them no parish could ever accomplish as much as they do.

In May 1953 Msgr. undertook another project, the expansion and necessary repairs to the recto-
ry office and reception room. Additional rooms were added on the second floor in place of the 
side porch. In June of the same year additional land was purchased, near the convent, with the 
intention of enlarging the Sister's home. This addition was realized in 1958.

The year 1953 made history because of the opening of Sacred Heart Academy.

Our Parish has the distinct honor of being the only Polish parochial parish having its own high 
school in New York State. Eight rooms were added to the present Grammar School building, these 
included a science room, art room, home economics room and additional classroom space. The 
entire project cost $380,000. The new high school was blessed by Bishop Foery. The first gradu-
ation class was in 1958.

In the meantime more property was purchased on Lakeview Ave. with plans for the construction 
of a Parish Center. January 3, 1960 a resolution was passed and approved by our parish to build 
the Sacred Heart Parish Center.

A beautiful auditorium, 1800 seating capacity was built with a modern school cafeteria on the first 
floor, able to feed over 600 students. Showers were installed for the sports program. A stage was 
included in the gym to enable students to participate in public functions. The cost of the entire 
structure under Msgr. Piejda's guidance totaled $467,939.— additional equipment brought the 
total to over $600,000.00.

Meanwhile numerous repairs and changes were being effected. In March 1963-4 new confessionals 
were installed in Church. Lowering of ceilings, new lights and new wiring was completed in the 
old section of school during the summer of 1963. This project cost $ 22.522.50.

In September 1966 Monsignor remodeled and furnished a new office for the principal of Sacred 
Heart High School. Improvements were also made in the Sister's Convent and Chapel.

In October 26, 1965 one of the later projects of Msgr. Piejda's was started, the remodeling of 
the Baptistery in Church. This included three new stained glass windows which were the special 
memorial gifts of our Christian Mothers' Club, Alexander Suchta and in memory of Capt. Edward 
Krukowski. A marble floor was installed to match the wainscoating. The Baptismal Font is con-
structed of solid marble. The gates are made of bronze. Msgr. Casimir S. Piejda, P.A. blessed the 
Baptistery on February 5, 1967.
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Due to illness Msgr. Piejda resigned as Pastor at Sacred Heart on January 1970. The Most Rev. D. 
Cunningham, Bishop of Syracuse, appointed Msgr. Adolph A. Kantor as the sixth pastor of Sacred 
Heart Church on January 15, 1970.

Msgr. Kantor a zealous priest, one who loves people and looks out for their spiritual needs, took 
on his duties at Sacred Heart. During his administration of the parish, Msgr. Kantor has made many 
improvements at Sacred Heart and has brought many into the fold.

One of the projects undertaken by Msgr. Kantor was the reconstruction of the Church steeples. 
They were in great need of repair, and only upon the insistence of Msgr. Kantor, the steeples were 
not torn down as originally discussed, but were restored to their grandeur—overlooking the west 
side of the City of Syracuse. The cost of restoration of the steeples was $110,000.00.

In 1974 the Main doors of the Church were replaced at the cost of $16,408.00 by Baut Studios.

In our new year which began July 1975-76 the exterior of the school building was sandblasted, 
repainted and sealed. All the windows in the older portion of the school were replaced, all corridors 
were repainted and new doors installed at approximately $110,000. The school playground and 
parking lot was completely resurfaced. After completing this phase of our renovation program, 
plans were again in process of sandblasting, repainting and sealing of our Church at the approx-
imate cost of $65,127.00, the contract was given to Janks Inc. The machinery in the church bell 
was found to be beyond repair and had to be replaced at the cost of $10,974.00 by Schulmerich 
Carillon Inc. The sound system was also replaced at $9,155.40 by Fisher Electronics, Inc. All of the 
stained glass throughout the church, which was loose, warped and badly in need of repairs, was 
restored to their original beauty by Michael Adams. The old gym was also renovated at a cost of 
approximately $12,000.00.

The next phase of our renovation program in 1978 was that of repainting the interior of the church 
and restoration of the organ. Both of these projects have been accomplished— painting by August 
Vetrano and the restoration of the organ by Julien Lemire. In that same year Baker Isgar Mech. 
replaced the fuel oil burner in the school boilers and Macner Sales installed enclosures on all ra-
diators in the church, school and rectory.

As our renovation program continued—1978-79—the church stairs were replaced with granite 
stairs and the sidewalks were repaved by George Ross & Son. Angelo Spadotto Construction Inc. 
repaired the school and parish center roofs and M & R Linoleum & Carpet Co. carpeted the church, 
choir loft stairs and basement rooms.

In 1979-80 Angelo Spadotto repaired the exterior church walls, roof and caulked the church win-
dows. M & R Linoleum & Carpet Co. replaced the carpeting in the school and sacristy. Also, at this 
time extensive renovation of the Rectory began.

During 1980-81 two homes were purchased, adjoining Sacred Heart Convent, at 302 Lakeview and 
344 Apple St. Both buildings were demolished because they were an eyesore and a hazard to the 
neighborhood. The vacant lots were beautifully landscaped and enclosed with chain link fencing. 
Also during this period of time the school parking lot was resurfaced. Since the Parish Center was 
in need of new equipment and replacements, the following projects were accomplished: A new 
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electrical system, installation of air conditioning, smoke eaters and electronic air cleaners. This 
equipment was necessary for Bingo which is held every Tuesday evening in the school cafeteria.

Bringing us up to the present period—1981-82—new milk coolers and water heaters were installed 
in the school cafeteria. Amplifiers and microphones were purchased and installed in the school 
gym. New stage curtains were installed in the Youth Center. Pointing and waterproofing the exterior 
of the Church was completed.

Looking back over the years we can see what Father Rusin, Msgr. Piejda and Msgr. Kantor with 
the great sacrifice, cooperation and love of the parishioners had accomplished so that Sacred 
Heart could be the Parish that it is today. There is much for us to rejoice and celebrate. God has 
been good to our Sacred Heart Family, who has always served their Church to the best of their 
ability. May God grant us and our future generation the Faith and ability to continue the work of 
our predecessors, to successfully accomplish our goals and build a closer bond within our Sacred 
Heart Family for God and Country.


