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 THE CHURCH AS A BUILDING

As one walks into Holy Trinity Church, there is little that remains in one's thoughts except emotions 
like awe, incredulity, and wonder.

It is easily the most beautiful church in Utica, and definitely one of the finest in New York State. It 
stands as a tribute to the people who had worked long and hard, and it stands for the love a people 
have for God. It began 75 years ago and has spanned the twentieth century with ease, witnessing 
numerous changes and thousands of parishioners.

The first church was a simple frame structure built by Fr. Simon Pniak - Holy Trinity's founder and 
pastor. This building later became a convent and a second church was built in its place. The brick 
edifice which seated 500 people, was built at a cost of $20,000, it was quickly outgrown by 1905.

This rapid growth was due in a large part to increased immigration of Poles, and the word-of-
mouth gathering of Polish-Americans into an attractive community filled with jobs and common 
backgrounds. When people were forced to stand outside during Mass, Fr. Pniak decided to build a 
new structure. Additional land was purchased, and collections were started.

Bishop Patrick Ludden came down from Syracuse to confirm 500 children, and laid the cornerstone 
of the present church. On that day, July 15, 1906, he congratulated the parish on its splendid suc-
cess, expressed his hopes for a future school, and credited the accomplishments to the zealous 
and pious work of Fr. Pniak.

Building the new church was indeed no easy task. In the days when a man earned only $4 or $5 
per week, Fr. Pniak was successful in raising $150,000 for the initial construction. It took five years 
longer than expected and cost $25,000 more than the original estimate. As a result, there was 
much griping and quite a few worrisome and humiliating court proceedings. But today, we can fully 
appreciate Fr. Pniak's hardship.

According to Edward Mann, an estimator for the Buck Construction Corp. in Utica, today's con-
struction cost for the church building itself would be three and four million dollars. This would 
not include the electrical installation, plumbing, and interior decoration -- which could easily add 
another million to one-and-a-half million dollars.
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"That doesn't even consider where we'd get the marble ..." Ed Mann said. "Probably it would have 
to be quarried in Vermont. The millwork would also be quite expensive."

It is easy to see that with bank interest rates in the 15 to 20 percent range and down payment re-
quirements of 30%, a minimal 1.2 million dollar down payment would be needed and the remaining 
balance's payments would be astronomically high.

Agnes, Rushner, and Jennison were the architects who drew up the plans. Fr. Pniak's friend and 
peer, Fr. Rusin, liked the plans so much that he had them copied so that he could build the Sacred 
Heart Church in Syracuse to the same specifications. Because Fr. Rusin wanted Sacred Heart to be 
bigger, he simply enlarged the scale of the plans.

The contractors who did the work at Holy Trinity contended with a few problems themselves. Since 
the church was being constructed on the banks of the old Chenango Canal, one of the corners start-
ed to sink into some quicksand. However, the problem was quickly solved when they reinforced it 
with wooden pales and concrete.

Those who did the work are listed as: C. Fuller Co. - stonework; Frank DeVito - masonry; B. Kassing 
- construction; Frank Mielnik - carpentry; J. Antes - plastering; Balda Electric Co. - electrical wiring; 
W.H. Mohawk Co. - central heating; Hesser and Scharff Co. - plumbing; and George Snodown - win-
dows. The dimension of the new granite with Governeur marble church were, length - 103 feet, 6 
inches; width - 79 feet; interior height - 50 feet; tower height - 80 feet; and a capacity to seat 1,100 
people comfortably.

It was not until 1922, under the direction of the third pastor - Fr. Michael Dzialuk - that the church 
interior was decorated. The walls and ceilings were painted; marble tops were set on the main 
altar; the copper light fixtures; Munich stained glass windows; and lightning rods were installed; 
the church sacristy was extended with a new side entrance, a new pipe organ was added; and the 
belfry, roof, heating system, and steeples were repaired. This cost about $50,000, bringing the sum 
up to $230,000.

What Fr. Pniak had done for the structure of the church, so had Fr. Dzialuk for the interior decor. 
Tastefully carried out, it complimented the stately building with grace and beauty.

Inside, the eyes are immediately drawn forward to the main altar. High above it, one can see Deum 
Verum Unum In Trinitatem In Unitate Venite Adoremus written clearly declaring, "One True God in 
the Blessed Trinity. Come Let Us Adore Him." Above the inscription are ten stained glass windows 
representing ten of the apostles. (Statues of Peter and Paul stand on the altar itself.)

Beneath the windows are seven striking paintings. The first shows the Baptism of Christ. It is the 
first and most important of the sacraments. Following from left to right are: Michael the Archangel 
doing battle with Lucifer; St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, whose visions of Christ inspired the Sacred 
Heart societies throughout the world; angels (cherubim); St. Dominic receiving the rosary from 
heaven; S.S. Wojciech and Adelbert; St. Stanislaus Kostka receiving communion from St. Barbara; 
and St. Stanislaus - Bishop and Martyr - the patron saint of Poland.
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From there, one's eyes go on a clockwise tour of the expansive walls. The first stained glass window, 
like the others, is imported from Munich, Germany. The fine craftsmanship depicts Christ's Ascension 
into heaven. Next, one finds an inspiring gathering of Polish saints including - S.S. Cyril, Methodius, 
and Casimir to name but a few. This is followed by Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane; and last 
the gathering of the Holy Family around Joseph at his deathbed. The rear window was originally 
installed in the brick church, and along with the altars remains one of the few things left from that 
structure. On the left wall, the stained glass covers the following themes going from the rear of the 
church towards the front: The Holy Family, The Holy Family of Nazareth in Christ's youth; several 
more Polish saints (complimenting the window directly across from it); and the birth of Jesus Christ, 
the most moment our event in man's history.

The wooden shrines were recently installed by the present pastor, Rev. Leopold Prozny. They depict 
more modern themes and reflect the church's awareness of the contemporary world. The shrine on 
the left commemorates Bl. Maximillian Kolbe, who gave up his life in a concentration camp during 
World War 11, but is is more of a memorial to the bitter anguish of World War II and all its victims. 
Along these more contemporary lines, the plain windows depict secular concepts that have had 
an impact on the parish.

The first pane commemorates Kosciusko as engineer for West Point -- an early American Revolu-
tionary War hero - and the 41st International Eucharistic Congress that was held in Philadelphia in 
1976. The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth C S F N, who have worked in Holy Trinity's School 
since 1910, are celebrated on another. Bl. Maximillian Kolbe is on the third. The last one shows Sc. 
John Newmann (then Blessed), bishop of Philadelphia from 1852-1860 and a leader in the American 
parochial school system. Canonized by Pope Paul VI, 1977, he became the first American male saint.

The church's interior decoration out of necessity was modernized by Fr. Prozny who also made 
some inner changes which will be discussed at greater length in the article; The Church as a People.

The period during the interim between the original decorating and the recent modernization of 
Msgr. Bernard Janczewski, gave the church building a crisper, cleaner look. The exterior was sand-
blasted. The three sets of front steps were replaced by granite stones which extended across the 
entire front of the edifice. Within the church, the new marble communion railing was brought down 
to a level one step above the nave floor. The sanctuary was extended to include within it the two 
side altar shrines. All wood was replaced by marble in colors. The old, lofty, wooden pulpit within 
the nave of the church was replaced with a new marble and bronze lectern within the sanctuary 
area. The sanctuary floor was covered with a new carpet, donated through the efforts of the Sacred 
Heart Society.

An additional exit onto Wheeler Avenue and Warren Street was built in the rear of the church, which 
now permits the congregation to avoid the congestion of the front vestibule. The safety exit also 
gives easier access to the parking areas and residences to the west of the church.

Under Fr. Prozny, a room in the church basement was remodeled, chairs and tables were purchased, 
and a kitchen was installed to house the "Senior Citizen's" Club. Later in 1974, a chair lift was in-
stalled on the Wheeler Ave. entrance, enabling disabled parishioners to enter the church easily.
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"Holy Trinity Church was fortunate that pastors took care of the edifice." Fr. Eugene Gacek mused. 
"Other parishes had periods in their history when their building was ignored and had fallen into 
disrepair. This ended in being very costly in the long run."

"For instance last year during a storm, the shinglesa few of them-blew off the church roof. The roof 
was quickly repaired, avoiding the danger of leaks. It was the same with the unfortunate vandalism 
of the Munich windows this year, where someone threw a rock, breaking a number of panes. The 
pastor, Fr. Prozny, did a fine job in getting a protective plastic shield for the outside of the windows 
and also in replacing the deteriorated frame that had sorely been in need of repair."

In addition to the church, Holy Trinity Parish also has a convent, rectory, cemetery, mausoleum and 
school. The latter three will be dealt with more fully later on in the book.

The first convent, a frame building purchased during the pastorate of Fr. Simon Pniak, was originally 
used as the first Chapel for mass for parishioners. In 1924, during the pastorate of Father Michael 
Dzialuk, it was necessary to construct a new convent. A drive was started to raise money, and land 
was purchased for $11,800. The plans were prepared by Edward Berg, the architect who also de-
signed the present day rectory. The Contractor was Carl Braun. He began construction in 1924 and 
completed the project in 1925.

The convent is a three story building, 75 feet long and 36 feet wide. It is made of hollow tile, ve-
neered with buff brick. It contains 33 rooms and a chapel and can accommodate up to 26 sisters. 
The cost of construction and equipment was about $50,000.00.

In October 1973, Rev. Leopold Prozny, the present pastor, renovated the convent and had it com-
pletely redecorated.

Each sister had a sitting room added to her own room. New bathrooms and shower rooms were 
built on each floor. A phone was installed on the second and third floors for the convenience of the 
sisters. A new sewing room was built on the second floor with practical needs of several sewing 
machines. On the first floor, the dining room was completely redecorated. The exterior was sand-
blasted in 1 978.

The plans for the rectory were laid out in 1916. Francis Mielnik was the contractor for the eighteen 
room structure, a solid, three story building constructed of cement, hollow tile, wood, and tapestry 
buff facing. Built under the pastorate of Rev. Louis Muszynski, the rectory cost $ 16,000.00. It has 
since been renovated at moderate cost a number of times, with no major structural changes.

It was a couple of years ago though, that these buildings were in danger. The recently built Pulaski 
arterial was originally slated to have been an elevated highway. This could have undermined the 
foundations of the church due to its proximity, not counting that it could have been a great distraction 
to the school children. It was because of the united efforts of many parishioners and clergy that the 
arterial was built farther away and at a street level. Because of further protests, additional traffic 
lights were installed, thus making the neighborhood safer for the children and the parishioners.
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From its modest beginnings, Holy Trinity has indeed grown in territory buildings. Having started 
with sixty families, it has bloomed to the present 2,200 families, totaling more than 8,000 parish-
ioners. This expansion forced the acquisitions of these properties, but it was done through much 
hardship and sacrifice. It was carried out with taste, forbearance, and gratitude. A beautiful parish 
stands as a reward for these labors. One can only hope that future genera¬tions will add to the 
accomplishments of their forefathers.

 THE CHURCH AS A PEOPLE

No matter how lavish and how elegant the church edifice may be, it would be demeaning if that 
was the only thing that graced the parish. Holy Trinity has intricacies that are far richer and deeper 
than the beautiful surface it presents to the outside world. It involves the entire community. It 
has spawned a rich history - one that surpasses worldly treasures in the praise of God. The people 
in turn are the ones who had benefited from their own toils. Generation after generation grew 
upon the experiences of the ones before it. This is what has counted most.

Fr. Simon Pniak - the founder and pastor - had put up with tremendous pressures and responsi-
bilities. He obvious¬ly had succeeded — after all, his ideas had become so well solidified and so 
coherent as to still be around eighty-five years later, passing the test of time with ease.

With a couple of handfuls of parish¬ioners, Holy Trinity grew into the cosmopolitan parish that 
it is today. From its weak and fragmented cliques of occupied Polish roots, it has become more 
international in scope.

In the early part of the century, the parishioners were split into three factions: Prussian Poles; 
Russian Poles; and Austro-Hungarian Poles (Galiceans). This followed the basic ghetto social pattern 
of the time imitating the political and governmental divisions that were set up in Eastern Europe. 
Poland had been partitioned for over a hundred years by Tsarist Russia, Prussian Germanu, and 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire. It did not exist as an independent nation. Since no organization is 
totally isolated from the rest of the world, Holy Trinity parish was directly influenced by the social 
norms of the time.

Fr. Simon Pniak had come from the so-called Galicean part of Poland. But many of the parishioners 
were from Prussian lands. Even Lincoln Avenue, then called Chenango after the canal that ran by 
it, had been nicknamed "Prussian Avenue" by local residents, and Whitesboro Street area was 
nicknamed "Galicia", while East Utica was "Russian Poland."

A deep friction ruled over the parish, it was a Galicean pastor against the Prussian parishioners 
and it had remained so strong that the bishop transferred the pastor to another parish. Fr. Pniak 
went away on a three month vacation and did not return. Years later, the congregation recognized 
the founding pastor's contributions. After Fr. Pniak died on October 21, 1928, his remains were 
brought back to Utica from St. Stephen's parish in Oswego, New York and buried at Holy Trinity 
Cemetery. In his will, Fr. Pniak left $1,000.00 for Holy Trinity School.

Perhaps not so much in the past, but presently while the history of Holy Trinity Parish is being 
relived do the People of God of Holy Trinity Parish Family and the leaders of the City of Utica 
realize the important role played by Fr. Simon Pniak as the founder of Holy Trinity Parish. During 
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the entire jubilee year of the parish, due respect, recognition, honor and love had been lavished 
upon Holy Trinity's founding Pastor, Father Simon Pniak.

We see in Fr. Pniak a pious and dedicated priest who had been inspired, together with St. Stanislaus 
Bishop and Martyr Society to organize a Polish Parish - and to erect the present church edifice 
which is indeed one of the most beautiful churches in Utica and Central New York. Holy Trinity 
Church will always be the pride and joy of the Polish people of Utica, New York. Little did Fr. Simon 
Pniak know in the difficult years of formation of Holy Trinity Parish that some day, it will become 
an outstanding parish in Central New York State and will rightfully earn the prestigious title of "The 
Mother Church and Center of Polish Culture in the Mohawk Valley."

His successor, Fr. Louis P. Muszynski, understood the tense situation complete¬ly, and came into 
the parish with vigor and vitality.

"I am sent here by the Most Reverend Bishop Ludden," he stated matter-of- factly, as he addressed 
his parishioners for the very first time. "My name is Father Ludwig Muszynski. I am your pastor. 
And I am not afraid of you! You will not," he eyed everyone carefully, "call each other Pruss, not 
Galicean, nor Russ, nor anything else. You are all of one mother - one country - one Poland. Most 
of all, you are of one parish!"

With that start, Fr. Muszynski became justifiably known as the Organizer and Unifier. He was an 
educator, profound orator, and a leader in civic functions. Under his pastorate, the brick church 
was transformed into an eight classroom school which was later expanded by an addition so there 
were fourteen classrooms and an auditorium. The frame building - used as a chapel - was made 
into a convent for the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth, who were brought in by the pastor 
to take charge of the school. A permanent rectory was built; and numerous improvements were 
made in the church.

After ten years of hard work, Fr. Muszynski - a true Polish patriot - returned to the newly formed 
and independent nation of Poland. He was influenced by his home bishop and decided to stay in 
his native Poland permanently. He resigned from his pastorate in Utica.

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Grimes assigned Rev. Michael Dzialuk as the third pastor. He is best depicted as 
a Shepherd and leader. Being a highly educated man, he could easily converse in fifteen to sixteen 
languages. He obtained a degree of Doctor of Theology in Rome, Italy.

Rev. Dr. Dzialuk's biggest accomplishment was that he made Holy Trinity parish fiscally sound. He 
raised enough funds to build the convent which stands today, build St. Andrew Bobola's chapel 
in the church basement, renovate the interior of the church as mentioned in "The Church as a 
People". Most important of all - he finished paying off the mortgage on the church. The mortgage 
papers were burned in an official ceremony in 1946.

Being a very eloquent speaker, Father Dzialuk prompted the parishioners to contribute to many 
improvements. The original frame building was torn down, and a rose garden was planted in its 
place, to remind present and future generations that this spot was the cradle of Holy Trinity Church. 
A statute of the Blessed Virgin with Christ was placed on a granite boulder.
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In April 1960 Pope Pius XII bestowed upon Father Janczewski the title of Rt. Rev. Monsignor as a 
Domestic Prelate to the Holy Father. Monsignor Janczewski was best known as an Educator and 
Vocation Builder. Twelve young men of the parish were ordained to the priesthood and their First 
Solemn Masses were celebrated here. One of the more memorable ordinations was that of Rev. 
Thomas Pałczyński in 1965 as it was celebrated according to the Byzantine Rite of the Catholic 
Church.

The Monsignor worked hard to bring Holy Trinity from an older style of parish to the more modern 
version. He built a new school and helped found the Parent- Educator Association, which will be 
discussed in more detail in the next article. Many organizations were started and membership in 
these fraternal groups increased greatly.

Spiritually, he was leader. Msgr. Janczewski became thé first Spiritual Director of the Legion of Mary 
which was established at Holy Trinity on June 5, 1956 when Our Lady of Częstochowa Praesidium 
was organized. The Legion seeks the sanctification of members by means of prayer and active 
apostolic service to the church and those in spiritual need. The zealous member visits the sick, 
the shut-ins, the lonely, the bereaved, and the underprivileged. By their contact and interest, they 
are able to refer the down-trodden to the priest who completes the spiritual guidance undertaken 
by the lay members of the presidium. At present, there are ten devoted active woman members.

Special celebrations marked the pastorate of the Monsignor. In October 1971, a Mass of Thanks-
giving .was celebrated followed by a banquet on the Diamond Jubilee of the parish. In June 1973, 
Monsignor Janczewski observed his golden anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood. After 25 
years as pastor of Holy Trinity, at the age of 75 years, he retired on Sept. 1, 1973 and was succeeded 
four days later by the present pastor - Rev. Leopold V. Prozny.

Rev. Prozny graduated from St. John Kanty College and St. Bernard's Seminary. After his first Mass 
at Transfiguration Church in Rome, he gained experience in the ministry at St. Stanislaus in East 
Utica, Transfiguration in Syracuse, and St. Mary's in New York Mills. Later as pastor of St. Casimir's 
in Endicott, N.Y., he was most instrumental in the planning, organizing, and building of an inspiring 
and beautiful church and rectory. He came to Holy Trinity with everything that could be required 
and then some.

Father Prozny is best known as a Protector and Innovator. His pastorate can most appropriately 
be summed up as a delicate balance between the old and the new.

In the fall of 1973, he organized a Senior Citizen group. By 1974, a Senior Citizen Center was set 
up, and a room was made available for it in the church basement. This Center is open to all senior 
citizens of Holy Trinity parish and at the present time seventy to eighty members gather each 
Wednesday.

Father Prozny returned to the traditional Polish custom of having the tomb of Christ at the main 
altar, with St. Michael's Lancers standing vigil on Good Friday through Easter Sunday Resurrec¬tion 
Mass. He reinstated the First Holy

Former Pastors - Rev. Simon Pniak 1896-1909; Rev. Louis P. Muszynski 1909-1920; Rev. Michael J. 
Dzialuk 1920-1947; Rev. Msgr. Bernard A. Janczewski 1947-1973.
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Communion Class to replace the individ¬ual Holy Communion system.

Indeed, there are many advantages to Holy Trinity under his direction. Fr. Prozny has kept in touch 
with the Vatican through his friendship with Wladyslaw Cardinal Rubin. There are close ties with 
the Polish heritage and Poland itself because many of the clergy have come from Poland and have 
visited the country, as well as the Vatican. In addition, our pastor, Fr. Prozny, is the Vice-Chaplain 
of the national organization the Polish Roman Catholic Union, while also serving as Vice-President 
of the Polish American Congress for the Central and Northern districts of New York State. This has 
resulted in affilia¬tions with other important drives nationwide.

With regard to the new, he energetically saw to the renovation of both the church and the convent, 
as well as the sandblasting of their exterior. Furthermore, in 1974, he began the plans for the Res-
urrection Chapel Mausoleum. This was to be the first Catholic Mausoleum in Central New York. In 
May 1978, the mausoleum was officially blessed and dedicated.

It is evident that down through the ages the parish has demanded much more of its pastors than 
merely priestly duties. Holy Trinity has been most fortunate to have the caliber of men they have had 
to serve them. Through their dedication and love of God and their parish, these accomplishments 
have been made possible. Holy Trinity Church as a people has much to be proud of and grateful for.


