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The accomplishments of St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish are a product of two administrations, namely 
that of Rev. John Pawlowski and that of Rev. Alexander Maciejewski, During the administration of 
the former i.e. Rev. John Pawlowski, the major portion of the Real Estate in the vicinity of the Church 
and Cemetery were purchased and a Combination Building of a church and school, the Rectory and 
the Convent were erected, During the administration of the latter i.e. of Rev. Alexander Maciejewski, 
additional purchases of property at the cemetery site and in the vicinity of the church were made, 
the debt liquidated and a very substantial capital, nearing one half million dollars accumulated, 
making possible the erection of the latest accomplishment, the New St. Stanislaus School. 
Thus briefly can be evaluated a half century of the material progress of St. Stanislaus Kostka Par-
ish. It would not be a fair analysis to state that the administration of Rev. John Pawlowski was the 
beginning and that of Rev. Alexander Maciejewski was the fruition of a noble project. It would be 
better to state that Rev. John Pawlowski is the organizer and constructor of St, Stanislaus Kostka 
attainments and the Rev. Alexander Maciejewski, the developer of the acquirements inherited, 
substantially improving particularly the cemetery project, in a very large measure the vicinity of 
the church, with realistic provisions for the future, 
Both former Pastors possessed a unique talent and ability to organize their parishioners, inspiring 
them to unite their efforts and sacrifices so as to provide facilities for themselves and for posterity. 
Rev. John Pawlowski provided the buildings, adequate to meet the needs of his congregation, first 
for religious services, for social functions, for the education of the youth, then the accommodations 
for the required personnel, and finally procuring an everlasting resting place for the departed. 
Father Maciejewski, foreseeing the future potential of this congregation continued this noble work 
by additional acquisitions of properties and improving the facilities, trusting that he would climax 
his tenure with the erection of a new, more spacious church and or school, which however did not 
materialize because God designed otherwise. On the brink of beginning a new project of either a 
new church or school or both, supported with sizeable assets, his stewardship was terminated and 
the Rev. Ladislaus Madura was assigned by the Most Rev. Bishop George W. Ahr to undertake and 
continue the program of these illustrious predecessors. 
About the time when such stable industries as Sayre Fisher Brick Co., Crossman Clay Co., and Such 
Clay Co., were augmented by the major expansion of E. I. DuPont Powder Co., the Hercules Powder 
Co., the California and Gillispie Shell Loading plant, Sayreville came into prominence. At the time 
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of this turn of events, St. Stanislaus Kostka Church was established. The immigrants from Poland 
comprised a sizeable percentage of the population of this Township. 
Factually, the presence of polish immigrants dates back to the latter part of the 19th century and 
parallels the growth of Sayreville. The Borough of Sayreville extends over an area of 14 square 
miles, and her history of any prominence, begins with the latter part of the 19th century. Endowed 
with natural resources of rich deposits of clay and sand, invited industries which would capitalize 
on these resources. 
Keeping in mind the transportation of that era, we can well understand how the people settled 
near these industries and thus created a natural division of Sayreville. Thus too, we can visualize 
how the immigrants from Poland as the numbers g r e w proportionately affiliated themselves with 
Sacred Heart Church, South Amboy and again others associated themselves with St. Mary's Church, 
South River, 
In each event, since Sacred Heart Church, South Amboy was established in 1898, that part of Sayre-
ville, known a s Melrose Mechanicsville, Burts Creek and Pegtown formed an integral part of that 
Church and because of its proximity continues as a member of that Church, I n order to b u i I d a 
church in 1898, reasonably presupposes, that for a number of years prior, these people were set-
tling in this area. One of the fundamental organizations of Sacred Heart Parish, namely the Rosary 
Society is recorded as having banded together in 1892 in the Melrose section of Sayreville. 
Those who lived in Parlin, Lower and Upper Sayreville, in time were to form the nucleus of St. 
Stanislaus Kostka Parish. They leaned toward St. Mary's in South River, in fact joined with their 
compatriots in the formation of St. Mary's Parish in the year 1903. 
Records reveal that the first to settle in Sayreville were Felix Lapa in 1886, Joseph Lis in 1888, and 
John Lapa in 1889, parent of the former councilmen John and Frank Lapa. As the numbers grew a 
beneficiary Lodge was organized, known as the St. Joseph's Society, of the Polish Roman Catholic 
Union, National Chapter No. 20. It is worthy to note that by 1900, the population of the Township 
of Sayreville was 4,000, It is likewise worthy to note that in the prime industries of Sayre Fisher 
Brick Co., Crossman Clay Co., and Such Clay Co., the immigrants from Poland comprised a major 
role in the labor ranks. These and later industries depended on the reliable and able immigrant 
from Poland and their offspring. Currently these play a major role in the progress of Sayreville, in 
each industry and sphere of public activity. 
An amusing story is told of what happened one day, in the era before mechanized transportation, 
The Polish people are staunch Catholics and they do not work on a Holy Day. One day a man tried 
to harness a mule on a Holy Day; the animal would not budge, the cause - very simple - Mr. Cebul-
ski was in charge of the animals, to which, he gave orders in the polish language. Since the Polish 
people did not work that day, neither could the animals because they too could not understand 
orders in an other language. 
For a short time, around the turn of the century, Rev. Julian Zielinski, the pastor of Sacred Heart 
Church, South Amboy, would occasionally visit the people of polish ancestry in Sayreville, extend-
ing spiritual consolation and at times even conduct services at Our Lady of Victories Church. This 
appeased them somewhat, but, did not suffice. South River did not have a Church as yet, so they 
negotiated there. At that time it was seriously considered to purchase property on Washington 
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Road, not too far from the dividing bridge and thereby serve both communities. Thus, not in South 
River but in Sayreville, the Church would be erected. However a concession was made and Sayreville 
again assisted in the forming of a church in another community, namely South River. 
This state of affairs could not continue indefinitely. About the year 1910, a committee was formed 
with the expressed purpose of gaining more convenience and more adequate spiritual and educa-
tional facilities. Thus St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish was seeded. 
A committee comprising of Stanislaw Gilewski, Wladyslaw Lajewski, Jozef Lis, Alexander Popowski, 
Ludwik Szafarz, Konstanty Popowski, Wojciech Gorka, Michal Osuch, Piotr Wodarczyk, Michal Surdej, 
Lucyan Golaszewski, Szczepan Mozdzen, Sylwester Olender, Jozef Liszewski, Zygmunt Popowski, Jan 
Garbowski, Wojciech Drogon, Andrzej Szczepanik, Antoni Lewandowski, Wojciech Gawron, Konstanty 
Ksepka, Leon Grubowski, Jan Bernas, Jozef Derent, Stanislaw Czernikowski, Szczepan Grubowski, 
Boleslaw Jablonski, Franciszek Brajczewski, Wladyslaw Zarembski and Piotr Merski formed a reso-
lution and sent a delegation to Most Rev. Bishop James McFaul with a petition of forming a Church. 
Bishop McFaul was sympathetic to their appeal giving it serious consideration. He designated Rev. 
John Pawlowski the pastor of St. Mary's. South River to investigate and report on his findings. 
To choose a location, not too near Our Lady of Victories Church (advice of Bishop McFaul), yet 
accessible and convenient was not a simple task. One proposal was a site along Main St., near the 
present Borough Hall, and another was on Washington Road near Quaid St., (Clark's Corner). The 
people residing on Jacobsen, Canal and Sandfield Road (MacArthur Avenue) prevailed and through 
Wojciech Gorka, the land, presently covered by the convent, church and rectory, was legally donated 
by Mr. Fisher. 
The property was deeded to St. Mary's Church, South River, N. J. April 6, 1912 and recorded in 
New Brunswick October 14, 1912. As soon as St. Stanislaus Kostka R. C. Church, Sayreville, N. J. was 
incorporated June 8, 1914, the same property was deeded to this corporation on June 30, 1914.

 Resolution to Convey Lands
At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of St. Mary's Church, South River, New Jersey on this the 9th 
day of June in the year of Our Lord 1914, it was resolved and passed that the Rt. Rev Bishop of the 
Diocese of Trenton, President of this Board of Trustees sign and execute under corporate seal and 
deliver a deed of conveyance to be made by this Corporation, St. Mary's Church, South River, New 
Jersey to St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, Sayreville, NeV: Jersey for Certain property deeded by Sayre 
and Fisher Co., to Corporation of St. Mary's Church ,South River, New Jersey.
 Approved:  Rev. John Pawlowski, Treasurer
                James A. McFaul, Bishop of Trenton 
  Jozef Lewandowski and John Zdrodowski  - lay trustees 
 FIRST PASTOR 
Upon notification that the Church was established and since Father Pawłowski had shown such a 
keen interest in the Sayreville community, the congregation again respectfully petitioned Bishop 
McFaul for another consideration, namely that Father Pawłowski assume the pastorate of the new 
Parish. This evidently was according to the mind of the judicious Bishop, and, Father Pawłowski 
was designated as the first Pastor.
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Rev. John Pawłowski, succeeded by Rev. Francis Czernecki, leaves St. Mary's and as his first task, 
purchases the Jacobsen Homestead on 13 Jacobsen St., takes up residence there, immediately 
turning his attention to the building of a Church.
Permission to build and the anxiety of the congregation was consoling but it was Father Pawłowski's 
daring which prompted his maneuvers. For fourteen years he only thought of how much more he 
could do. In his first venture, he assured his people that the combination building would be adequate 
for a time, to be supplanted by greater things. And so work was begun.
The Church was designed by William Endelbrock, the architect, Joseph Check, Jr. of Sayreville as-
sumed the role of General Contractor for the sum of $20,000 and William Smalley agreed to do the 
plumbing and heating for $659.00. As a point of interest John Lis, the parish maintenance man, was 
an apprentice boy during the construction.
Work progressed so well that on Christmas Day, Midnight Mass was celebrated in the incomplete 
but new structure. The Church was blessed in April 1915, by Most Rev. Bishop James McFaul, who 
was so impressed with the progress that he immediately granted permission for the erection of a 
new rectory.
Encouraged by the confidence of his authorities, Father Pawłowski in the following year, 1916, en-
gaged an architect and for the sum of $6,000.00 ventured again with Marcus Wright, as the General 
Contractor, the construction of the rectory. Imagine how astronomical these figures are, compared 
with the construction of today. In all likelihood the above cost included plumbing and heating. A 
large safe cost $65.00 with transportation from New York. It was magnanimous of Sayre & Fisher 
Brick Co. to donate all the brick for these buildings.
Having completed these two buildings, Father Pawłowski was not yet at ease. He was well aware of 
the sacrifices of the teaching personnel, the Felician Sisters. For some time these sisters commuted 
from South River until the rectory was built and then took up residence in the old rectory on Jacobsen 
Street. This too could only be temporary. Father Pawłowski believed in a satisfied personnel and, the 
least, they were entitled to was a respectable domicile. Petitioning his Bishop, Most Rev. Thomas 
J. Walsh, he received an early reply and in 1921 engages the services of F. J. Schwartz as architect; 
awards the general contract to Joseph Check, Jr., the general contractor for a cost of $14,200.00, 
with an additional $3,800.00 to cover plumbing and heating.
All this having been accomplished, in June 1922, Father Pawłowski turned his attention to a respect-
able piece of property on Pulaski Ave., for a cemetery. This project would consume much of his 
future time until his tragic demise, November 2, 1928. Truly these fourteen years of his pastorate 
are remarkable and the Lord, surely greeted him with the words - well done my good and faithful 
servant!

 SECOND PASTOR
The grief stricken parish needed consolation and in a short time, Rev. Alexander Maciejewski was 
assigned to assume the responsibilities of continuing the progress of his predecessor. It would seem 
that he inherited an easy task, but Father Maciejewski was a vigorous administrator. Another era 
of progress ensued.
During the administration of Father Maciejewski, one outstanding feature predominated. He too, 
was a priest of God. The congregation was growing, and for a long time he bore the burdens of the 
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day by himself, regularly availing himself of the assistance,
particularly of the Franciscan Fathers, for missions and at frequent intervals and Feasts of the year, 
so that his congregation might be well instructed and encouraged to a saintly life.
In addition to caring for the prime purpose of the Church, Father Maciejewski also made so many 
improvements. For this reason he can be styled the Developer of St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish. Nu-
merous were his improvements, such as the installation of beautiful stained glass in the Church, 
artistic painting of the Church, acquisition of more property in the vicinity of the Church and more 
than doubling the acreage at the cemetery, and so many more improvements. How! he loved to 
mingle with the youth, sponsoring sport programs, continually prodding the organizations of the 
parish to sponsor social activities, such as outings, picnics steamboat rides, bazaars and theatri-
cals. It was the Golden Era of St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish life. Some photographs are in this book, 
there were many more; they are too numerous to include them all.

 LONG CAREER ENDS
Again grief visited St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish. On November 16, 1961, his Master beckoned to him 
and Father Maciejewski, about to begin his ever hopeful dream, the construction of a new church, 
was called to his reward. He did leave a substantial sum of $450,000.00 in the Church Treasury.

 THIRD PASTOR
On December 7, 1961, a successor was assigned Rev. Ladislaus Madura.
Soon a survey was made and the people voiced their opinion, what they thought were needs of 
the Parish. A new Church was welcome, but a school was more feasible. Thus with the permission 
of the Most Rev. Bishop George W. Ahr, another era of construction began.

 KSIĘŻA Z PARAFII:
Ks. Adolf Bernaś
Ks. Prałat Jan Prysakł
Ks. Franciszek Kapica
Ks. Klarens Mazur
Ks. Edward Blaszka
Ks. Franciszek Maciorowski

Powołania zakonne z parafii:
St. M. Jucunda - Maria Mozdzen
St. M. Angelina - Pelagia Grabowska
St. Firmina - Maria Łajewska
St. M. Nerea - Helena Szczepanik
St. M. Karmelia - Bronisława Choromańska
St. M. Klarencja - Elżbieta Blaszka
St.M. Konstancja - Cecylja Wolanin
St. M. Amadeus - Florentyna Lewicka
St. M. Bernardyna - Florentyna Wolanin
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St. M. Carol - Pelagja Szumowska
St. Elisie - Krystyna Paprota
St. M. Rebecka - Barbara Piątek
St. M. Zita - Joan Gawron
St. Paulita, R.S.M., - Louise Górka


