
1

  
  St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish - Our One Hundred Years.
  Centennial Souvenir Book 1874-1974 St. Stanislaus Kostka
  Church, Shamokin, PA, p. 15-17, 20-21. CAP at Orchard Lake.
 

The origins of Saint Stanislaus Parish date to the middle of the last century when the first immigrants 
from Poland began to settle in and around Shamokin about the year 1854. During their initial years 
they worshipped with the congregation of Saint Edward's Church. As they increased in number they 
organized a Polish Society under the patronage of Saint Stanislaus Kostka, a young Polish Jesuit 
Saint, and in the year 1872, with due ecclesiastical approbation, this society built a small wooden 
structure on the site of the present rectory, which served as a provisional church. The Reverend 
Emmanuel Gocz was appointed to serve as the first Priest of this newly formed parish community, 
which can apparently lay claim to be the oldest Polish parish in the state of Pennsylvania, and one 
of the oldest in the United States.
In 1874 this community was formally established as a parish, and the Reverend Joseph Juszkiewicz 
was appointed as the new pastor. He immediately organized the efforts of not only the Poles, but 
also the Lithuanians, Slovaks and Ukrainians who were also in need of a religious leader, to the proj-
ect of building a new and permanent church. Ground was broken that same year and after seven 
years of building and financing, the present church was completed. Having increased in number, the 
Lithuanians, Slovaks and Ukrainians later built their own churches in which they worship to this day.
Before the completion of the new church, the people received a new spiritual leader, the Reverend 
Florion Klonowski. Under his leadership the new church was completed and dedicated on December 
8, 1881 by Bishop Shanahan. A Parish Elementary School was built not long after which was later 
transformed into the present Rectory about the year 1904 when another School was constructed 
on Chestnut Street. It was about this time that the newly organized Francan Sisters of St. Joseph 
have been invited to staff the school which was previously taken care of by the Felician Sisters, who 
during their brief stay, have fostered several vocations to the Felician order. Father Klonowski, the 
first pastor of any duration, died December 5, 1893, and is the first priest to be buried in the parish 
cemetery, where the people in gratitude have erected a monument in his memory.
During the next seven years the parish had three pastors. The Reverend John Machnikowski, who 
directed the enlargement and remodeling of the church, and served the people until 1897. He was 
followed by the Reverend Dr. Thomas Misicki who led the people until 1900. Reverend Misicki was 
succeeded for a brief period by the Reverend Marion Kopytkiewicz. During these years, dissension 
and misunderstanding plagued the parish. It was at this time that the Bishop decided to entrust the 
care of the parish to the Franciscan Friars who have served the parish from then until the present 
time.
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Father Hyacinth Fudrinski, later the Provincial of St. Anthony Province in the U.S.A., personally as-
sumed the task of bringing peace and harmony among the people. He then assigned Father Francis 
Pyznar as the first Franciscan Pastor
with Fathers Stanislaus Tarnowski and Eusebius Pelcas his assistants. At the same time the Bishop 
also gave the Franciscan Priests charge of the newly established parish of St. Stephen's in the west 
end of Shamokin and the Mission at Excelsior.
In 1904 the Reverend Sigismund Tomczykowski, a pious and exemplary religious, was appointed 
pastor. Aided by Fathers Eusebius Pelc and Alphonse Figlewski, they fostered many vocations among 
the youth of the parish. Father Sigismund resigned and left for his native province in Poland in the 
year 1920, and he was succeeded by Father Bonaventure Santor, who served until April, 1921 when 
Father Adalbert Topolinski became pastor. During the latter's administration, the new school with 
its auditorium, was erected and dedicated in 1921. He then built the Sister's Convent which was 
dedicated in 1924. These projects left the parish financially burdened.
In 1926, Father Marion Weron was appointed pastor. He cared for and served the parishioners 
of St. Stan's for the next thirteen years. Despite the period of industrial strikes, affecting the coal 
region and the great depression, under Father Marion's guidance, the people faced the difficulties 
of meeting payments on the debt with courage and faith. During these trying times the church was 
renovated and the basement of the church, formerly used as a parish hall, was converted into a lower 
church in order to accommodate the ever increasing number of faithful parishioners. A substantial 
reduction in the debt of the parish was realized at this time and sorely needed improvements of 
the cemetery also were made.
Father Marion's successor in August of 1939 was Father Barnard Kazmierczyk. During his tenure 
of three years, the upper and lower churches were repainted and necessary repairs made in the 
rectory. The next pastor was Father Adolph Banach who assumed his duties on August 4, 1942 and 
for the ensuing six year strived zealously to foster the spiritual and material welfare of the parish. 
It was with profound sentiments of sincere attachment and sorrow that the parishioners bade him 
farewell when his term expired.
The next pastor to serve St. Stanislaus was Father Celestine Rozewicz who was appointed in Sep-
tember of 1948. He served St. Stan's for twelve years until 1960. During his administration, further 
necessary improvements to the church, school building, sisters' convent and the rectory were made. 
Additional ground was purchased to enlarge the cemetery for burial needs, and also landscaped. 
The recreational field for the youth of the parish was greatly improved.
In 1960, Father Celestine was followed by the Reverend John Zielinski, who served the parish until 
1963. He was then succeeded by Father Simeon Kaczmarek. As the churches throughout the world 
felt change and renewal, so did St. Stanislaus. The interior of the church was repainted and remod-
eled to meet the standards of the Vatican Council in 1965.
Father Martin Zarkoski, the current pastor, was installed on September 7, 1969. Father Martin has 
lead the parish community through the unsettling years of the early 1970's and now into the dawn 
of a hopeful second hundred years. It was during his tenure that the new order of the Mass has been 
implemented according to the new liturgical requirements, the new rite of marriage, confirmation, 
baptism and the anointing of the sick introduced, and the new sacramentary for the mass initiated. 



3

Extensive repairs and repainting’s were made in the entire parish plant, new kneeling pads installed 
in the lower church, carpeting installed in the upper church, the faculty room in the school was 
remodeled and converted into an all-purpose room, a new fence installed on the chestnut street 
side of the convent garden, a new oil burner provided for the rectory to replace the old coal furnace, 
the parish playground was black topped to cover the earthy portion left uncovered, the old club 
house demolished and a new house and property purchased on the corner of Race and Lombard 
Streets adjoining the playground. The rest of the parish debt was liquidated and plans were in the 
making to build a new rectory or remodel the present one. Funds for this purpose have been set 
aside in the diocesan bank of Harrisburg.
Such is the brief historical sketch of Saint Stanislaus Parish. What the future will bring is in the hands 
of God. May it live on with God's blessings another one hundred years !

 Historical Sketch of St. Stanslaus Parish:
1854  Arrival of First Polish Immigrants in the Shamokin Area
1960  St. Stanislaus Kostka Society Organized
1872  Provisional Wooden Church Built
1874 Ground Broken for Permanent Church (Present One)
1881 New Church Completed and Dedicated
1886  Parish School Built (Present Rectory)
1904  New School Built (Chestnut Street Side)
1921 Corner Stone for Present School (Rave and Vine Streets) and Hall Laid
1924  New Sisters' Convent Dedicated
1928 Basement of Present Church Used as Hall Transformed into Lower Church
1965  Interior of Upper Church Renovated

 Pastors of St. Stanislaus Church:
EMMANUEL GOCZ  1872 - 1874
JOSEPH JUSZKIEWICZ  1874 - 1878
FLORIAN KLONOWSKI  1878 - 1893
JOHN MACHN1KOWSKI  1893 - 1897
THOMAS MISICKI  1897 - 1900
MARION KOPYTKIEWICZ  1900 - 1902
FRANCIS PYZNAR (First Franciscan  1902 - 1904
SIGISMUND TOMCZYKOWSKI  1904 - 1920
BONAVENTURE SANTOR  1920 - 1921
ADALBERT TOPOLINSKI  1921 - 1926
MARION WERON  1926 - 1939
BERNARD KAZMIERCZYK  1939 - 1942
ADOLPH BANACH  1942 - 1948
CELESTINE ROZEWICZ  1948 - 1960
JOHN ZIELIŃSKI  1960 - 1963
SIMEON KACZMAREK  1963 - 1969
MARTIN ZARKOSKI  1969 - 
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 Come Follow Me!  -  Native Sons and Daughters of St. Stanislaus:
Fr. Giles Bartol 
Msgr. Thomas Bartol 
Fr. Vincent Brozys 
Fr. Richard Brzozowski 
Br. Alexander Dudek 
Fr. Remigius Fac 
Fr. John Glazik 
Fr. Jerome Juchniewicz 
Fr. Anaclete Kaczmarek 
Fr. Giles Kaczmarek
Fr. John Kleczynski
Fr. Bartholomew Snella 
Fr. Ben Stankiewicz 
Fr. Sebastian Synak 
Br. Leon Walencewicz 
Fr. John Wieczorek 

 Fr. Eusebius Wojnarski 
 Friar Gerald Yucha 
 Fr. Angel us Zator 
 Fr. Faustin Zator
 Fr. Edward Gawrzyal
 Fr. Jerome Holubowicz
 Fr. Simeon Kaczmarek
 Fr. Gerald Kędziora
 Fr. Paul Marut
 Fr. Alcuin Mikulanis
 Fr. Albert Mrówka
 Fr. Martin Rakowski
 Fr. Adolph A. Snella
 Fr. Walter Surak
 Fr. Bonaventure Yezerski
 Fr. Martin Zarkoski
 Fr. Fabian Zator
 Friar Carl Zdancewicz (Student)

 Sr. M. Beata
 Sr. M. Amelia Kaczmarek
 Sr. M. Faustino Brzozowski
 Sr. M. Consuela Kaczmarek
 Sr. M. Xavier Cieślak 
 Sr. M. Viatora Kaczmarek
 Sr. M. Egidia
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 Sr. M. Assisia Kędziora
 Sr. M. Vitalia Firek
 Sr. M. Veronica Palacz
 Sr. M. Agatha Grazul
 Sr. M. Philomena Synak
 Sr. M. Helen
 Sr. M. Emma Taterus
 Sr. M. Bronislaus Zmudzin 
 Sr. M. Theodosia Bogdan
 Sr. M. Carol Clare Czyzewski
 Sr. M. Antoinette Kashuba (Carmelite)
 Sr. M. Frances Kwiatkowska
 Sr. M. Gabriel Marciniak
 Sr. M. Aquinas Nielubowicz
 Sr. M. Stanislaus Stanajtys
 Sr. M. Aniela Stankiewicz
 Sr. M. Bernadine Strenkowski
 Sr. M. Vivian Strenkowski
 Sr. M. Anselma Tomaszewski (Thomas)
 Sr. Amelia Wieczorek
 Sr. M. Nothburga Wylewis
 Sr. M. Hildebert Zakrzewski
 Sr. M. Laudia Zakrzewski
 Sr. M. Marietta Zarkoski


