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 Its People, Its History, Its Faith

The true history of the community is revealed through the parish churches. The parish church was 
always the place where people gathered and exchanged ideas and plans for the future. Homes were 
built and communities established where work was available; where through honest labor, man 
could bring up his family. The parish church was the place where all gathered on Sunday to worship 
God, to meet each other, to exchange news, and to celebrate. Saint Joseph of Mount Carmel proved 
to be one of the many parishes that served that purpose.
The Polish community at Mount Carmel has been in existence over 100 years. Because of religious 
and political persecutions in their homeland (particularly after the futile insurrection of 1863) they 
sought refuge in foreign lands. Hearing of the United States as a land of freedom, promise and 
hope, they turned towards America to seek happiness and opportunities. On their arrival in this 
country they traveled to various states and cities in which there was a great need, for willing hands 
to develop the resources of the land.
The first Polish immigrants settled at Mount Carmel in the late sixties or early seventies, where the 
hard coal industry was rapidly developing. Almost all of these immigrants were Catholic. For this 
reason their first thought and objective was to form and organize a parish of their own where they 
could worship God. At the very beginning they attended church in Ashland, Centralia and Locust 
Gap; Saint Joseph and Saint Ignatius churches. They walked to these points and struggled for exis-
tence since they did not know the customs or the language. 
In 1872 Rev. Florian Klonowski made regular visits to this newly formed Polish community and 
attended to their spiritual needs by saying Mass and preaching to them in their native language. 
Between 1874 and 1875 he began to organize a parish and in 1876 a cornerstone was laid for a 
modest church on the corner of East Sixth and South Hickory Streets under the patronage of Saint 
Joseph. Rev. Klonowski,  pastor of Saint Stanislaus Church in Shamokin, administered to the Poles 
of Mount Carmel for ten years.
Finally the Bishop saw the need of a resident pastor and appointed Rev. Jerome Klonowski (Rev. 
Florian's brother) as the first pastor in the year 1886. The people built a parish house in 1892 and 
a school that could accommodate about 450 children. Father Jerome left the parish in the same 
year because of illness. He was succeeded by Rev. John Michnikowski who remained at the helm 
only two years.
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Unfortunately, a period of disagreement and dissatisfaction erupted in the parish. During this time, 
a number of priests attempted to serve the parish: Rev. M. Peza, Rev. F. Vlassak, Rev. J. S. Gulcz and 
Rev. P. Kozłowski. Finally in 1894 Rev. F. Jakimowicz was appointed pastor and remained until 1895.
Another period of frequent changes of pastors came about. From 1896 to 1900 the following priests 
served the parish: Rev. Dr. Thomas Misicki, Rev. G. Stein, Rev. S. Chajecki, Rev. A. Jakubowski and 
Rev. B. Tomiak. In 1900 Rev. J. Maciejewski took over the church duties and remained until the end 
of 1905. He performed excellent work until circumstances forced him to leave.
After these turbulent times, The Most Rev. Bishop Shanahan decided to turn the parish over to 
the Holy Ghost Fathers. They served the people faithfully for 67 years. Rev. Zygmunt Rydlewski 
C.S.Sp. was appointed pastor and immediately set out to bring order and harmony in the affairs 
of the parish. Father Zygmunt stayed with the parish until 1912 and proved himself a zealous and 
successful leader. Rev. M. Mayer succeeded him and with his energetic work brought the parish 
to an excellent condition both spiritually and financially. His greatest achievement was building a 
new church. Since the old church was simply a temporary structure, he was determined to bring 
his dreams to reality. In spite of many depressions and strikes due to World War I, he was able to 
raise sufficient funds with the aid of his able assistant Rev. Joseph Sonnefeld C.S.Sp. He finally ob-
tained permission to proceed with the erection of the new church. The cornerstone of the present 
church was laid in 1923 and two years later the church was solemnly dedicated on Sunday October 
25, 1925 by The Most Rev. Bishop Philip R. McDevitt D.D. A great dream was finally realized after 
20 years of planning and preparation. Rev. Mayer continued working in the parish until 1936 when 
death came to him suddenly during a Mission in the parish.
Rev. Martin Luczkiewicz C.S.Sp. succeeded Rev. Mayer and continued the zealous work in the ad-
ministration of the parish for four consecutive years. In 1940 he was followed by Rev. Peter Macie-
jewski C.S.Sp. who distinguished himself by remodeling the rectory. After three years of dedicated 
work, his superiors assigned him to different duties. Rev. F. A. Szumierski C.S.Sp. then became the 
pastor of the parish on November 7, 1943. His greatest achievement was establishing the parish 
cemetery in proper order; enlarging it to the present five acres. Saint Joseph Church now has one 
of the finest cemeteries in the region.
After 16 years of fruitful labor. Rev. Szumierski resigned as pastor because of health and age. Rev. 
Joseph Zedanowicz C.S.Sp., formerly an assistant at the parish and native of Mount Carmel, was 
assigned to pastor ship September 15, 1959. Being ambitious and energetic, he renovated the rec-
tory, made various vital improvements at the church and remodeled the school. During his regime, 
the parochial schools of Mount Carmel, including the Saint Joseph School, consolidated into one 
Catholic Elementary School named Holy Spirit School.
In the year of 1968 Rev. Zedanowicz decided to become a Diocesan Priest in the Diocese of Har-
risburg and therefore left the Holy Ghost Fathers congregation. Rev. John Janczuk succeeded him 
and remained pastor until 1970.
Rev. Gerhard Grams was appointed as a successor and remained as pastor until November 1973. 
Because of the migration of the people and lack of work, the parish diminished in number of fami-
lies and difficulties arose. The high assessments for the schools and replacement of the roof on the 
church building set the parish back financially.
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Experiencing a shortage of priests, the Minister Provincial of the Holy Ghost Fathers asked the Or-
dinary of the Diocese, Rev. Joseph Daley to relieve the administration of Saint Joseph's Parish. The 
Bishop accepted this request.
At this time the administration of Saint Joseph's Parish was passed on to the Conventual Francis-
can Fathers of 'Saint Anthony's Province with headquarters at Baltimore, Maryland. The Very Rev. 
Edmund Szymkiewicz O.F.M. Conv. was the presiding Provincial. Rev. John Bambol O.F.M. Conv. was 
assigned as pastor of Saint Joseph's Church on November 14, 1973 and was the first Franciscan 
Priest to serve the parish. A month later, Rev. Fabian Zator O.F.M. Conv. arrived to assist in serving 
the people of the parish. This transition was smooth and orderly.
With new leaders, the people rallied behind the Franciscan Fathers and began to reactivate the 
parish. Extensive repairs were made to the parish property. The outstanding event at the time of 
this writing was the remodeling of the interior of the church. We are not ashamed to claim Saint 
Joseph's church as one of the most beautiful churches in Mount Carmel.

 DATES OF INTEREST
1870 — Nucleus of Saint Joseph Parish formed and served by neighboring priests and missio- 
   naries. Rev. Florian Klonowski arrived at Mount Carmel to administer to the people's   
   needs. The first Mass was offered for the Polish people.
1871 —  The first Baptism was registered.
1875 —  February 9th the first Marriage was administered.
1876 — Permission granted by the Most Rev. Bishop Jeremias F. Shanahanand ground  was
    broken  for a new church of Saint Joseph on the corner of East Sixth and South Hickory  
   Streets. The cornerstone was laid the same year.
1879  — Summer of that year, the new church was dedicated. The modest brick church seated   
   about 450 people.
1884 — Rev. Jerome Klonowski assigned as first resident pastor.
1885 — The construction of a rectory begun.
1886 — Rectory completed late that year.
1890 — Slovak People broke away from the parish and formed their own parish of Saint John.
1891 —  Arrival of Felician Nuns to teach at the new parochial school.
1892 —  Lithuanian people broke away and organized their own parish of Holy Cross. 
   Dedication of the new parochial school took place. Father Jerome Klonowski retired   
   and passed away the following year.
1894  —  September 10th . . . first burial at Parish cemetery.
1896  —  200 families departed from Saint Joseph's and formed a new parish at the West end of  
   town under the name of Our Mother Of Consolation.
1905  — The administration of the Parish was given to the Holy Ghost Fathers.
1923 — The cornerstone was laid for a new Saint Joseph Church structure on August 15 th.
1924 — The blessing of the church bells on October 12th.
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1925 —  Dedication of the new Church on October 25th. 
1950  —  75th Anniversary of the Parish.
1966  —  Parochial school closes and all Mount Carmel Parochial Schools form into the consoli-
   dated Holy Spirit School. 1973 — Franciscan Fathers Conventuals replace the Holy   
   Ghost Fathers in the administration of the Parish.

 


