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  History of St Casimir Parish
  Golden Jubilee 1915-1965 St. Casimir's Parish, 
  Kulpmont, PA, p. 19-25. CAP at Orchard Lake.
 

On the eve of the millennium of the conversion of Mieszko and the Polish Nation to the Catholic 
faith in 966, the faithful of St. Casimir's, Kulpmont, Penna., celebrate the Golden Anniversary of 
its founding by the Rev. Leonard S. Baluta, Pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Marion Heights, 
Penna. Father Baluta petitioned the Most Rev. John W. Shanahan, D.D., Third Bishop of Harrisburg, 
in behalf of the 70 Polish families who began migrating in this mining community in the early years 
of the 1900's.
Historically, the Poles began migrating to America in great numbers in 1854. Prior to that we read 
in history of Poles who fought in the Revolutionary War.
By the time of the American Civil War in the 1860's, the "character" of the Polish im-migrant had 
been firmly fixed in the mind of his fellow American citizens.
It was a character that quickly demanded respect, because its reactions were consistent, if not 
always predictable.
Just 111 years ago, in 1854, the Poles began to add the weight of numbers to the American popu-
lation. Prior to that, and with singular honors; individual Poles—like the great cav¬alryman, Casimir 
Pulaski, who, on Oct. 17,
1776, offered his services to Benjamin Franklin, the American agent, and landed at Boston in July 
1777, and joined George Washington's army and rendered signal service 4 Sept. 1777, at Brandywine 
Creek; he was com¬missioned 15 Sept. 1777 by the Continental Congress commander of the horse 
with the rank of Brigadier. He rendered great services during the siege of Savannah, Georgia, and 
in the assault on the city, October 9, 1779, he commanded both the American and French cavalry. 
He was wounded by a shot and was taken on board the brig Wasp. He died, Oct. 11, 1779, as the 
vessel was leaving the river and was buried at sea off St. Helena's Island, South Carolina.
Tadeusz Kosciuszko (1752-1817) joined  Washington's army and received a commission as officer 
of engineers, Oct. 18, 1776. He served with distinction through the war and was made a brigadier 
general and was voted the thanks of Congress, a military genius who helped raise the new flag of 
the United States of America much higher than most reasonable people of the time might have 
expected.
The Poles were justly honored and continue to be so honored, but their contributions were isolated, 
individual efforts.
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Suddenly a century ago, the Poles in great numbers got together and began to come ashore in the 
New World. Curiously, a major port of entry for these descendants of powerful kings and defenders 
of the Christian Faith was the sleepy southern Gulf port of Galveston, Texas.
Father Leopold Moczygemba, a member of the Franciscan Conventual Order, persuaded nearly 
one hundred families from Upper Silesia to come to America. They came to Galveston, Texas, and 
brought with them all their possessions, tools and plows; indeed, even the bell and the great cross 
from the village Church. These still remain in the Church of Panna Maria, Texas, lasting memorials 
to the faith of the early Polish pioneers.
Soon ten little colonies were established in Texas and sixteen years later, in 1870, there were twenty 
settlements in ten parishes in the States of Texas, Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Missouri 
and Pennsylvania.
It was shortly after this mass immigration that the mining operators of the Pennsylvania anthracite 
coal region heard about the surplus of experienced miners from upper Silesia and invited them to 
settle in the rugged mountain country of Central Pennsylvania,
The first Polish immigrants in our immediate area settled in Shamokin and Mount Carmel. The first 
Polish parishes were: St. Stanislaus Kostka, Shamokin, Pa. which served all Poles in the Shamokin, 
Trevorton, Ranshaw and Excelsior area; St. Joseph and Our Mother of Consolation Churches in 
Mt. Carmel, served the Poles of Mt. Carmel, Atlas, Wilburton, Strong, Marion Heights, Natalie and 
Kulpmont.
The Poles in America joined the Welshmen, Italian and German Silesian miners to found solid com-
munities in Schuylkill, Columbia, Carbon, Luzerne and Northumberland Counties, of Pennsylvania.
The Poles in America were often criticized unfavorably for their national spirit, their century-old 
Catholic traditions, their strong faith in Divine Justice and devotion to the Blessed Mother, but it 
was this noble spirit that preserved their faith and made them ever ready to defend their native 
land, their adopted country and their Church.
The founders of St. Casimir Parish, some still among us, belonged to this mass of immigrants. Forced 
not only by economic conditions, but above all for national political reasons, the Polish immigrants 
sought refuge in this great land of opportunity and freedom, where their aspirations for a better 
future, for self-improvement and a guarantee for the security of their posterity could be carried 
out effectively. These opportunities were forcibly denied them in their native country and for this 
reason their main interest was centered on providing a place of worship and a school to educate 
their children in the faith and traditions so deeply rooted in it. The backbreaking labor, occupational 
hazards, lack of compensation in time of disaster, lack of just wages, did not deter them from the 
trust they placed in the God of their fathers.
This is the heritage of the parishioners of St. Casimir Church, Kulpmont, Pa. It is part of what they 
should remember in this Golden Anniversary of the establishment of the parish.
As time goes in this country, which itself is a "youngster" among the established nations of the 
world, 50 years seems a short time.
Thus it was that in 1913 the zealous priest Father Leonard S. Baluta, reared in Mount Carmel, and 
pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual
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Help Church, Marion Heights, seeing the plight of these great Polish immigrants, petitioned the 
Most Rev. John W. Shanahan, D.D., the third Bishop of Harrisburg, to found St. Casimir Parish.
Land was procured, according to the Deed filed in the Northumberland County Court House on 
the 17th day of November 1913: "Sarah W. Kulp to St. Casimir's Polish Roman Catholic Church by 
Trustee, the Most Reverend John W. Shanahan, D.D.—lot numbered Three in Block numbered for-
ty-seven in the plot recently laid out by Monroe H. Kulp called "Kulpmont"; said lot being thirty (30) 
feet in width on Chestnut Street and extending of that width, in depth one hundred and fifty (150) 
feet to Maple Street, being part of a tract of land granted and conveyed to Monroe H. Kulp by the 
Shamokin Valley and Pottsville Railroad Company, by deed, dated the 21st day of December 1909…"
An additional tract of land was procured on the 17th day of April, 1914—"being lot numbered Four 
in Block numbered forty seven…"; and on the Ninth day of May, 1914, "lot numbered two in block 
numbered forty seven…" was added.
From all indications the beginning of the new combination Church and school building, which still 
stands, as a monument to Fr. Baluta, was begun in the summer of 1914, because on Christmas Day, 
1914, Fr. Leonard Baluta offered the first Mass in the new Church. The following appeared in the 
Mount Carmel Item under the date of Thursday, December 24, 1914:

 "First Services Tomorrow"
"Although the St. Casimir's Church at Kulpmont is not yet completed, the Rev. Father L. S. Baluta 
announces that services will be held there for the first time tomorrow morning. There will be spe-
cial Christmas music. The building will not be completed for several weeks, but heating apparatus 
has been installed and the Church will be warm enough for services tomorrow, Christmas Day. The 
next service will not be held until the Church is dedicated."
To finance the building cost the Most Rev. John W. Shanahan, petitioned the court "for leave to 
mortgage real estate."

 "February 7th, A.D. 1915"
In pursuance of a notice given by Rev. L. S. Baluta, Pastor (sic) of the St. Casimir's Polish Roman 
Catholic Church of Kulpmont, Pennsylvania, at all the Masses in said Church on Sunday, the 24th 
day of January, 1915 and Sunday, the 31st day of January, 1915, calling for a meeting of the male 
lay-members of said Congregation to be held on the 7th day of February, 1915, to consider the ad-
visability of borrowing money for the benefit and use of the Congregation and the kind of security 
to be given therefor, a meeting was called to order at the time and place given in said notice.
On motion of William Liachowicz seconded by Frank Savitski, Rev. Leonard S. Baluta was elected 
chairman by acclamation.
On motion of Joseph Ylgawizis seconded by Victor Sankofski, Anthony Warakomski was elected 
secretary by acclamation.
The following resolution offered by Stanly L. Loncoski and seconded by Frank Savitski was unani-
mously adopted:
"Resolved that the Right Rev. J. W. Shanahan, Bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg, which embraces 
St. Casimir's Polish Roman Catholic Church of Kulpmont, as Trustee of St. Casimir's Polish Roman 
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Catholic Church of Kulpmont, Pennsylvania; be authorized to borrow the sum of Sixty-five hundred 
($6500.00) dollars, and furthermore that he be empowered to mortgage the Church and School 
property of the Congregation or to give such other security as may be legally necessary to secure 
the sum above mentioned, to wit, $6500.00.
"There being no further business to come before the meeting, it having been called for the special 
purpose in the resolution, the meeting adjourned on motion of Adam Troskey and Stanly Loncoski."

 Anthony Warakomski, Secretary.
A petition for Leave to Mortgage was filed in the Court of Common Pleas of Northumberland Coun-
ty, on March 1, 1915, by the Rt. Rev. John W. Shanahan, Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg and Trustee for St. Casimir's Polish Roman Catholic Church of Kulpmont, Township of 
Mount Carmel, County of Northumberland and State of Pennsylvania… "Fourth: That arrangements 
have been made and the sum of Sixty-five Hundred ($6500.00) dollars can be borrowed from the 
German Roman Catholic Knights of St. George at the interest rate of five per centum per annum, on 
Bond and Mortgage on the real estate of said Congregation herein described to secure the payment 
of the sum borrowed, provided Your Honorable Court will authorize and decree the said Trustee to 
execute and deliver a Bond and Mortgage therefor to the said German Roman Catholic Knights of 
St. George upon the premises for the purposes aforesaid.
"Your petitioner therefore pray the Court for leave to borrow the said sum of Sixty- five Hundred 
($6500.00) dollars from the German Roman Catholic Knights of St. George for the term of three (3) 
years, said sum to bear interest at the rate of five (5) per centum per annum payable semi-annually, 
and for the purpose of securing said loan to execute and deliver to said German Roman Catholic 
Knights of St. George, a judgment bond and mortgage covering the real estate described in the 
victim petition in the final sum of Thirteen Thousand ($13,000.00) dollars with usual clauses for 
the payment of interest, taxes, assessment, and insurance premium for writ of Scire Facias in case 
of default for thirty (30) days, for five (5) per cent attorney's commission for collection and such 
other clauses and conditions and in such other clauses and in such forms as may be required by 
said German Roman Catholic Knights of St. George."
The order of the Court was granted the same day, March 1, 1915 by H. W. Cummings, Presiding Judge.
On the 8th day of February, 1915, the following affidavit was sworn to in the County of Dauphin, 
State of Pennsylvania.
"Before, me, Doddie A. Wragg, personally came Anthony Warakomski, Joseph Weedro, Adam 
Trocki, Kazimierz Sylak and Alex Yablonski, sureties named in the foregoing bond of Right Rev. J. 
W. Shanahan, who, being duly sworn according to law, deposes and says that they are worth the 
sum of Thirteen Thousand ($13,000.00) dollars, in real estate, over and above their just debts and 
liabilities, and all legal exemption."
The enthusiasm of the first parishioners is apparent and it was not long after that the Most Rev. John 
W. Shanahan appointed the first pastor of St. Casimir Parish in the person of the Rev. Vincent Wojno.
The Mount Carmel Item under date of Tuesday, May 18, 1915 carried the following news item:
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 "Rector for New Parish"
"Rev. Father Vincent Wojno, assistant to Rev. Father L. S. Baluta at Marion Heights, has been ap-
pointed to take charge of the St. Casimir's Church, at Kulpmont, which was only recently completed.
"Father Baluta, who has been at Marion Heights for quite a while, was to have had this new parish, 
but resigned in favor of Father Wojno, believing that he still had much work to accomplish at the 
Marion Heights parish. The members of his church in the borough on the hill were reluctant to 
have him go so he decided to remain.
"Rev. Father Wojno was ordained two years ago at Orchard Lake, Michigan, and his first ap-
pointment took him to McSherrystown. He next went to Danville where he was assistant for ten 
months at the St. Joseph's Church and had charge of the Slabtown parish. Next he was transferred 
to Shamokin where he was assistant at the St. Mary's Church for nearly one year and then was 
sent to Marion Heights as assistant to Father Baluta. He will conduct his first services at the new 
parish tomorrow."
The first official act of the first pastor was to set the date for the dedication of the Parish Church 
for Sunday, June 20, 1915, concerning the dedication we read in the Mount
Carmel Item under the date of Saturday, June 19, 1915: "Dedicate the New Church"
"The St. Casimir's Church, which was only recently completed at Kulpmont, will be formally blessed 
and dedicated tomorrow by the Rt. Rev. John W. Shanahan, Bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
"The program will commence with Solemn High Mass at 10:30 a.m. There will be procession around 
the Church and a sermon to be delivered by the Rev. Father L. S. Baluta, rector of the Catholic 
Church at Marion Heights. Many societies will participate in the parish exercises."
Under the date of Monday, June 21, 1915, we read the following account of the dedication cer-
emonies held on Sunday, June 20, 1915: "Kulpmont Dedication Yesterday"
"Yesterday the new St. Casimir's Roman Catholic Church at Kulpmont was formally dedicated by 
the Rt. Rev. John W. Shanahan, Bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg. The ceremony was participated 
in by seven priests and an immense congregation.
"The Bishop arrived in Kulpmont Saturday eve and was entertained by the Rev. Father Reseterics, 
rector of St. Mary's Church. Sunday morning, at 10:30, societies from Kulpmont and Marion Heights 
came to the Rectory, formed in file, and in processions preceded the eminent prelate to the new 
church. The Bishop and the clergymen, Rev. Luke Gladek and Rev. Father Maniecki, C.S.Sp., of Mt. 
Carmel, Father Vincent Wojno, rector of St. Casimir's, and Father Reseterics, rector of St. Mary's 
of Kulpmont, Father Baluta of Marion Heights, Father W. W. Whalen and Father Bonaventure of 
Shamokin rode in automobiles.
"At the Church the Bishop and party were met by a committee, and the prelate entered the 
Church. The Bishop began the blessing, and the congregation marched in procession around the 
Church, chanting hymns. Special prayers were offered in the Church, followed by procession, and 
at 11:30 o'clock High Mass began with Father Whalen as celebrant, Father Maniecki as deacon, 
Father Bonaventure as subdeacon, and Father Wojno as master of ceremonies, the Bishop occu-
pying the throne.
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"After the Gospel a splendid sermon was delivered by Father L. S. Baluta, the eloquent Marion 
Heights priest. Toward the close of the Mass the Bishop addressed the congregation congratulating 
them on their wonderful work adding words of fatherly advice.
"At the conclusion of the service the Bishop and party went to the residence of Father Wojno, 
and then to the rectory of St. Mary's Church. At 2:30 o'clock the Hungarian societies escorted the 
prelate to St. Mary's Church, where a class of over 60 people, children and adults, was confirmed. 
Before and after the ceremony the Bishop addressed the class and the congregation, expressing 
his great delight at the fine class of new members.
"After the ceremony an informal reception was tendered Bishop Shanahan and then he came by 
automobile to Mount Carmel, where he was entertained last night by the Very Reverend A. Meu-
wese, in the rectory of Our Lady."
In September 1915 Father Wojno obtained the services of Miss Clara Mrowka and Miss Cecilia Kos-
cisz and opened St. Casimir's School and in September of the following school year three additional 
teachers were engaged—Miss Regina Jezierski, Miss Viola Janaski, Miss Elizabeth Sokolowski. These 
dedicated women daily conducted the St. Casimir Elementary School until the Bernardine Sisters 
of Reading, Pa. were engaged in 1920. There were three regular Sisters of the Order, including the 
first Superior, Mother M. Clare and a young sister who had chosen the name Casimir. Also, a young 
postulant whose identity was lost.
On the 23rd day of September 1915 Father Wojno bought a tract of land for the present day rec-
tory—"…being lot numbered one in block numbered Forty seven."
The Rectory was built by Ray M. Evert, Contractor—The agreement was signed on the 15 th day 
of October 1915 for the sum of $3500.00 by Ray M. Evert, Contractor, The Rt. Rev. J. W. Shanahan, 
Bishop of Harrisburg, Rev. Vincent S. Wojno, Pastor
and Frank Savitski and Bronislaw Lazarski, Auditors. Payment in full was made February 29, 1916.
On July 29, 1916 an agreement was signed by Father Wojno and Frank Kurland with Evert Brothers 
to build a pavement, gutter and cement block fence around the property for the sum of $640.00.
The parish grew numerically and spiritually. To help call the faithful for divine worship a church 
bell of 800 pounds pattern, of best copper and tin composition, for the net price of $640.00 was 
procured on August 22, 1918 from Meneely Bell Company Foundry of Troy, New York.
The zealous pastor Fr. Wojno ever anxious for the Catholic education of the children of the Parish 
engaged the Bernardine Sisters of St. Francis to staff the parochial elementary school. To house 
the sisters a home was procured from Lewis M. Howells for the amount of $7,000.00 on October 
5, 1920—lot numbered three (3) in block numbered six (6).
Here the Sisters remained until 1955 when a new Convent was built under the pastorate of the 
Rev. Alphonse T. Marcincavage.
Father Wojno anxious to have a suitable resting place for the deceased members of the Parish 
procured a tract of land for a cemetery in the Township of Mt. Carmel, near Marion Heights—on 
the second day of March 1923— for the sum of $96.40, containing one and nine hundred and 
twenty-eight one thousandth (1.928) acres of surface and being a portion of the Sarah Lane tract.
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On the 30th day July, 1951, 1.274 acres was added to the cemetery from the Sarah Lane Tract 
with the sum of $200.00 and on the 5th of October 1954, an agreement was entered into with the 
Susquehanna Collieries Division, the M. A. Hanna Company in the consideration of the sum of one 
dollar in hand paid, for a right-of-way over the surface of a strip of land twenty-five feet in width 
leading from Pennsylvania State Highway Route No. 49085 to the St. Casimir's Cemetery, the said 
right-of-way being a portion of the Sarah Lane Tract, Mt. Carmel Twp., and containing 0.269 acres 
and on Dec. 14,
1959 for a consideration of $200.00, 2.269 acres was added to the cemetery from the Sarah Lane 
Tract.
All the changes that followed made Father Wojno's heart glad that he could do so much in estab-
lishing a model parish for the love of Christ—His one great ambition was to build a new church 
but the depression years of the 1930's prevented him. Content with renovations and decorating 
to beautify the House of the Lord which he loved so much, he lived through the years and in the 
spring of 1949, April 29th, the Master called him to his eternal reward.
Two years prior to the death of Fr. Wojno lots Nos. 7 & 8 in block No. 47, the property of the Kulp-
mont School District, which formerly were part of the Washington elementary school building, was 
sold to Fr. Vincent S. Wojno in the amount of $150.00 on May 12, 1947.
Father Alphonse T. Marcincavage succeeded Father Wojno on May 11, 1949. Under his administration 
lots No. 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 in Block 37, the site of the old Washington Elementary School Building 
constructed in 1913, were procured for $8,094 for the new St. Casimir's convent. The purchase was 
made on September 3, 1953. On May 31, 1955, the Sisters occupied the new building.
It was also Father Marcincavage's privilege to build a new Church. On May 3, 1961 ground breaking 
ceremonies for the New Church were held and this was followed by the placing of the cornerstone 
and solemn blessing of the New Church on May 13, 1962 which was built at a cost of $250,000.00.
The Rev. Alphonse T. Marcincavage was transferred to St. Anthony of Padua Church, Lancaster on 
August 9, 1963 and the third resident Pastor appointed on this day by the Most Rev. George L. Leech, 
D.D., J.C.D., Bishop of Harrisburg, was the Rev. Matthias E. Siedlecki, J.C.L., a native of Mount Carmel, 
who was installed by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Bartol, V.F. on Sunday, August 11, 1963—a little 
more than a year after the new Church of St. Casimir—a mod¬ern Gothic structure—was completed 
and dedicated by the Most Rev. George L. Leech.
Events have moved rapidly since the 1860's when the 1st Polish families began moving into this 
area and set up individual-"family shrines."
They have paid honor to God for what they have been given, for the multiple opportunities they 
have been offered in this strange new country, and they have dreamed of their own Church—now, 
they have it. Or, rather, their children's children have it. And, after all that's all they really prayed for.
St. Casimir Parish rejoices with the Most Reverend George L. Leech, D.D., J.C.D., the fifth Bishop of 
Harrisburg, whose zeal and pastoral solicitude for the things of God are manifest in the new Church 
dedicated by His Excellency in 1963.
No resume of the Parish history of St. Casimir, Kulpmont, would be complete without reference to 
the Most Reverend Philip R. McDevitt, D.D., the saintly and scholarly predecessor of Bishop Leech, 
under whose administration St. Casimir Parish grew.
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Then too, the memory of the beloved and lamented Auxiliary Bishop, Lawrence F. Schott, D.D., will 
be held in benediction for all his kindnesses and heartfelt attachment to St. Casimir's.
With the appointment of the Most Rev. Joseph T. Daley, D.D., Auxiliary to the Most Rev. George L. 
Leech, the faithful of St. Casimir's will find a new friend, who will assist the Ordinary of the Diocese 
in nourishing the flock of Christ in this section of the Lord's vineyard.
The faithful of St. Casimir's join their Good Shepherd in prayer: "Jesus, Redeemer of the world 
and eternal crown of Bishops, show Yourself today even more gracious and kindly disposed to our 
prayers in behalf of the Bishops of the Diocese, living and deceased."
Enlightened by the Lord and fortified by His Spirit, the faithful of St. Casimir's, in union with all the 
faithful of the world join in prayer for the success of the Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican. 
We who have received so much are faced with an immense task to carry out the declarations of 
the Council. It is to Pope Paul VI, pilgrim and missionary, who in our time is the living symbol of 
Christ, that the faithful of St. Casimir's, with their pastor, willingly and gladly pledge their loyalty, 
fidelity and obedience.


