
1

  
  Historical Sketch of St. Josaphat's Parish.
  Golden Jubilee St. Josaphat Parish 1908-1958, Loup City, NE
  CAP at Orchard Lake.

 

The history of the Catholics in the area now known as St. Josaphat's Parish reaches back to the late 
1870s. The first settlers attended services in St. Anthony's Church of New Posen and Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel Church in Choynice.

Father Francis X. Stuer, who came from Cracow, Poland, and was stationed at the Jesuit Mission in 
New Posen, was the first priest to minister to the spiritual needs of the Catholics in Loup City and 
vicinity. He held services in private homes and public buildings, as circumstances permitted. It is 
difficult to praise too highly the work of Father Stuer who travelled first from New Posen and then 
from Choynice. A wagon trail was the best the area could offer at the time, for the railroad did not 
reach Loup City until 1886.

The earliest sign of any formation into a congregational unit comes in 1881, when J. Woods Smith 
donated 12 lots (one half of Block 13) to the handful of Catholic families on the condition that they 
start building a church immediately and a school within five years. Thus in 1882 the erection of a 
small frame church was begun. It was called St. Joseph's Church.

Besides the family of Ignatius M. Polski, who came to Loup City from Chicago with his brother Frank 
in 1878, it is certain, from the record of baptisms performed by Father Stuer, that by 1883 at least 
the families of the following were members of the young mission parish: August Meissen, Frank 
Otlewski, Joseph Bogacz, Paul Chylewski, Charles Murray, James Lee, Anthony Woznica, Stanislaus 
Dymek, John Erson, John Ziolkowski, August Meissner, Thomas Donlan, James Carmody, Charles 
Baker, Andrew Gajdecki, Anthony Adamski, Michael Mulich and Joseph O'Bryan.

In 1887 a small frame school was built north of the church and was used for catechism classes, 
especially during the summer months.

Before leaving Loup City, J. Woods Smith presented a warranty deed, dated December 6, 1888, to 
Bishop James O'Connor of Omaha, the land to be used for church and school purposes. The names 
of Ig¬natius M. Polski, August Meissen and Paul Chylewski appear on the document as trustees.

Chancery records of the Archdiocese of Omaha show that the Loup City Mission was attended in 
1890 from St. Joseph's Parish in Elba by Father A. Jakimowski. Thus we see that the Loup City Catho-
lics were attended from New Posen until 1883, then from Choynice until 1890, in both instances by 
Father Stuer principally. After 1890 it is again in the charge of Choynice. Father Alexander Mathaus-
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chek was pastor there in 1896, and Father Joseph Augustyn followed until 1897. Father Boleslaus 
Radka came in 1898 and remained in Choynice until 1907.

During the cyclone of June 5, 1896 the small frame church was almost completely destroyed. The 
storm, which came during the night, lifted it from its foundation; walls and pews were found in pieces 
all over town. Only a part of the west wall remained standing, and a large picture of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary that hung on it was untouched. The picture is now in the Sisters' Convent.

From 1896 to 1908 the school building served as the church. When Father Radka came from Choyn-
ice, he stayed with the I. M. Polski family.

Worthy of mention at this point are the religious vocations which flowered even before the founding 
of the parish. Mary and Agnes Polski, daughters of Ignatius and Thecla Polski, entered the com-
munity of the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity in 1889 and 1895 respectively. Mary became 
Sister M. Casimir and later taught and was superior in Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish of Choynice. 
Agnes became Sister M. Esra. Both are still living and are stationed at Holy Family Hospital in Man-
itowoc, Wisconsin. Also, Anna John, daughter of Rudolf and Mary John, entered the community 
of the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth in 1906. She became Sister M. Ernestine and is now 
stationed in Detroit, Michigan.

The group of Catholics in Loup City grew steadily and it became increasingly urgent that a church 
of adequate size be erected. Accordingly, under Father Radka's zealous direction, preliminary work 
and planning was started and a contract was signed on March 22, 1906 for a brick building with 
the Ohlsen Brothers firm of Loup City. At the head of the building committee we find Matthew 
Jaunlewicz and Ladislaus Zakrzewski.

It seems that the project encountered more than its share of difficulties and problems, among 
them a lack of sufficient funds, for we find the structure in the process of building two and a half 
years. The records of 1906 through 1908 list the following names in addition to those of Matthew 
Janulewicz and Ladislaus Zakrzewski:

Frank Otlewski, Ignace Janulewicz, Michael Chylewski, John Czapiewski, George Woznicki, Michael 
Kamiński, Peter Grudziński, Anthony Tryba, Joseph Blaschke, Michael Mazankowski, John Golus, 
Carol Golus, Michael Mulich, Michael Michalski, Frank Kowalski, Martin Bogacz, John Czarnik, Jo-
seph Toczek, A. J. Butler, Joseph Dembowski, Joseph Chylewski, Frank Lorczyk, R. N. Prichard, John 
Piontkowski, Joseph Kowalewski, Anthony Dymek, J. H. Holycross, Joseph Siepman, Katherine Bur-
rows, John Augustyn, Rudolf John, Paul Schnase, John Partyka, Lawrence Rossa, Max Golus, Frank 
Golus, Stephen Franckowiak, Andrew Kowalski, Michael Lorczyk, August Szydzik, Paul Szumowicz, 
Anthony Grzechowiak, Joseph Krajewski, Stanislaus Kantor, Paul Woitaszewski, Felix Makowski, 
Robert Kowalewski, Frank Kusek, Joseph Karausz, Frank Grudziński, Michael Mroczek, John Chylew- 
ski, Stanislaus Stefanowicz, Stanislaus Golus, Peter Kusek, James Synak, Joseph Woznicki, Stanley 
Piontkowski, John Spotanski.

The church was dedicated under the patronage of Saint Josaphat on July 15, 1908. It was considered 
one of the finest church structures in this part of Nebraska. The dedication ceremonies attracted 
many Catholics from neighboring and more distant parishes. The sacrament of Confirmation was 
also administered on the same day.
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A receipt in the amount of $15,326.50 was signed on November 23, 1908 by the Ohlsen Brothers 
Company who built the church. The total cost of the structure and fixtures was approximately 
$22,000. It is to be noted that quite a number of the non-Catholics of Loup City contributed to the 
building fund of the church.

Land for the parish cemetery, across the road from the Evergreen Cemetery, was donated by Frank 
Otlewski. The first interment took place in 1909. Earlier burials were in the parish cemeteries at 
New Posen and Choynice.

The first pastor of St. Josaphat's was Father Joseph Kolaska. The old school building, which was 
moved north of the church, served him as a rectory and was also the residence of Father Alexander 
Cudzinski, who followed as pastor in 1909.

Father Irenaeus Jarka was appointed to Loup City in the fall of 1915. Finding the old frame school 
building no longer a suitable residence, he immediately set his efforts to the building of a rectory. 
Though the parish had now grown to over 150 families, he found funds at low ebb, and it was nec-
essary to seek help outside the parish. The original plans of the rectory could not be carried out. The 
total cost of the house was under $5,000.00. Of this sum the non-Catholics of Loup City provided a 
good fourth, and the biggest single contribution came from Mrs. Katherine Piszczek of West Point, 
Nebraska, who donated $1,000.00 through the office of Bishop Scannell. The Catholics of Ashton 
also helped. Father Jarka moved into the new rectory shortly after Easter 1916.

Following Father Jarka in 1919 was Father Alexander Grzeszykowski who remained until his untime-
ly and tragic death from exposure during the bitter winter night of January 11, 1932. During the 
pastorate of Grzeszykowski the parish acquired a considerable amount of farm real estate, which 
was gradually disposed of later as the need for funds arose.

Father Joseph Hinzmann of Farwell took charge of the parish until the appointment of the next pastor.

A shortage of diocesan priests prompted Bishop Stanislaus Bona to seek help outside the diocese. 
He turned to the Archdiocese of Chicago and obtained from George Cardinal Mundelein the loan 
of Father, now Monsignor, Aloysius Szczerkowski, who came to Loup City in May 1932.

It is pleasant to interpose here that Pauline, Pelagia and Emily Sok, daughters of Peter and Anna 
Sok, entered the community of the School Sisters of Notre Dame in August 1932, all three at the 
same time.

Immediately after his arrival, Father Szczerkowski began to plan for what was then a crying need in 
the parish—a school and hall. Having obtained assurance from the community of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph that teaching Sisters would be supplied for the fall of 1934, he carefully planned and carried 
out an educational campaign to gain the whole-hearted support of the parish. The aftereffects of 
the country's general depression and the severe drought of 1934 proved to be no deterrent. He 
drew up plans with the help of John Janulewicz and others experienced in the building trades and 
enlisted the volunteer help of the whole parish. Thus it was! that a school with a full basement hall, 
a seemingly impossible task a few months before, was started in the late spring of 1934 and was 
ready for occupancy in the fall of the same year.
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Modest building fund donations and the sale of some real estate, belonging to the parish from the 
time Father Grzeszykowski, made it possible not only to defray a greater part of the expense of 
erecting the school but also enabled Father Szczerkowski to buy the Jake Slominski residence for a 
Sisters' home and the house in the opposite corner of the block for a janitor's dwelling.

The Sisters arrived in November 1934 and opened school on the following December 10th. In the 
first group of Sisters were M. Alma, superior, and M. Edwina, M. Fabiola, M. Filiona and M. Leonette. 
The school was formally dedicated by Bishop Bona on May, 28, 1935. In the first graduation class 
were Margaret Derdowski, Hubert Gappa, Dorothy and Blanche Golus, Henry Gzehoviak, Leonard 
Kaminski, Alfred Krolikowski, Dolores Prus, Dominic Smedra, Frances Sok, and Blanche Ziola. The 
school opened its 1958 fall term with an enrollment of 156.

The same community of Sisters has staffed the school since its inception. Needless to say, they have 
brought to the parish incalculable good and a service which can never be repaid.

The parish owes to Monsignor Szczerkowski a profound debt of gratitude for his priestly solicitude 
and zealous work.

Father Leonard Ziolkowski followed as pastor in 1936. He carried on the work of Monsignor Szczer-
kowski, making many improvements and repairs during his stay. In 1944 he purchased the Zakrzewski 
block, east of the church block. The old house on the newly acquired property was razed and the 
grounds were leveled to give a much needed playground to the school children.

The present pastor, Father Henry Bednarczyk, came to St. Josaphat's in August 1946. During the 
past twelve years continual improvements were effected. During 1947 and 1948 the interior of the 
church was completely redecorated, a new organ and furnace were installed. The new altar taber-
nacle was a gift of the Adolph Kusek family.

The Arthur Block, north of the Zakrzewski block, was acquired in 1948, and in 1953 the adjacent 
Spotanski field, to provide for further expansion in the future.

During the past few years the funds of the parish have grown steadily, and it is hoped that with an 
additional generous effort on the part of the parishioners St. Josaphat's will have the facilities it 
needs in the relatively near future.

The parish at present numbers over 300 families, with some 1100 souls. To it, since 1932, isi attached 
thei Sacred Heart Mission parish in Arcadia with approximately 150 souls.

While recounting the physical growth and accomplishments of the parish it should be kept clearly in 
mind that they are not an, end in themselves but serve the higher purpose—the spiritual contribution 
of the parish to the glorification of God and the growth of the Mystical Body of Christ, the Church.

May God have found acceptable the spiritual service of all the Priests, Sisters and the faithful who 
have labored these many years in that part of Christ's vineyard known as St. Josaphat's Parish!

With special pride the parish of St. Josaphat can list the names of its native sons and daughters, 
alumni and alumnae of St. Josaphat's School, who have dedicated their lives to God as priests and 
religious:
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Andrew Augustyn, son of John and Mary Augustyn, and David John, son of Vincent and Elizabeth 
John, were ordained priests in 1947 and 1953 respectively. The celebration of their First Solemn 
Masses are redletter days in the history of the parish.

The following young ladies entered the community of the Sisters of St. Joseph, Third Order of St. 
Francis, in the years indicated:

Leona (1949) and Carolyn (1952) Augustyn, daughters of Joseph and Gertrude Augustyn
Catherine Kusek. daughter of Adolph and Esther Kusek (1952)
Maxine Bals, daughter of Theodore and Anna Bals (1952)
Norma Grudzinski, daughter of John and Esther Grudzinski (1952)
Lorraine (1952) and Blanche (1954) Ference, daughters of John and Anna Ference
Eleanor Kuta, daughter of Joseph and Rose Kuta (1954)
Veronica Danczak, daughter of Leo and Elizabeth Danczak of Arcadia (1954)
Phyllis Zulkoski, daughter of Louia and Nora Zulkoski (1955).

 


