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 THE PIONEERS

The first Poles to settle in Nebraska arrived in the late 1860's. Religious persecution and economic 
discrimination had caused the initial immigration from their homeland. Repeatedly in the years 
that followed the triple dismemberment of Poland by Prussia, Russia, and Austria, the Poles had 
demonstrated their strong resentment of the destruction of their state. In 1831, and again in 1846 
and 1863, this resentment expressed itself in armed rebellion. Only the Austrian Poles had experi-
enced less than harsh treatment at the hands of their aggressors.
Whatever attempts were made by the czarist government to reward the Polish peasants with a more 
generous distribution of the landlord's holdings for their indifference to the revolt, the simultane-
ous attempts to root out the Polish language and religion brought the peasants to the immediate 
realization that "not by bread alone a man doth live". The political and religious persecution which 
followed inaugurated the first waves of the Polish immigration to the United States of America.
So far as is known, the first Polish settlers in Nebraska came by way of Omaha from Poland to settle 
in the vicinity of Columbus. Back in Germany, the Poles had heard wonderful tales about America 
as a land of unparalleled opportunity. Land could be had for the asking, and one grew rich quickly. 
Imagine the disappointment of these hardy peasants, who had grown accustomed to eking out 
an existence in the old country, when they first laid eyes on what to them appeared like a desert. 
Their instinctively pious reaction to the first sight of their new homeland was to cry: "Lord, help 
us!" Howsoever wanting the other nationalities of immigrants may have been in the ability to dis-
criminate between what was good soil and what was not, the Poles had a long history of farming 
behind them. Since necessity knows no law, they made the best of it. Their first night in Nebraska 
was spent alone under the stars. But then immediately they turned their attention to providing for 
themselves some kind of shelter.
The first order of business was to dig a hole and cover it the best they could with meager findings 
of branches and brush. Next they put up three poles to support their meal pot. The construction 
of a sod house then began. There were no windows. Time permitted only what was absolutely 
essential. The soil had to be cultivated. The man plied the spade, and the woman the hoe. With 
the spring these poor immigrants purchased a yoke of oxen and a plow. After breaking the land, 
they sowed their first crop of grain. After a time, when there were possibilities of marketing their 
excess produce, the man took the ox team on a Monday morning and left for Omaha to be gone 
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until approximately the following Sunday. In the meantime, the mother was left with her brood of 
children and all the cares and responsibilities that must have weighed heavily from day to day. She 
had nothing to distract her from her routine except her persistently perplexing quandary in which 
she kept asking the question: "Was the move from Prussian Poland to Nebraska a change for the 
better?"
Pioneer life on the prairies for the Poles was not essentially different from what it was for any other 
national group, faced as they were on occasion with such emergencies as violent weather, prairie 
fires, and raids from packs of marauding wolves or from frightened and displaced members of 
preying Pawnee tribes. Nevertheless, their endurance paid off. By 1885, the small island-on-the-
prairie-farms were being sold for the outrageous price of $13 an acre. As of 1870, groups of Poles, it 
is reported, had settled in Platte, Nance, Merrick, Howard, Greeley, and Sherman Counties. For the 
most part, those who settled in outstate Nebraska came from Prussian Poland. It is the formation of 
these distinctively Polish colonies which occurred first outside of Omaha, that merits our attention.
Two observations must be made about the Prussian Poles. First of all, in common with their Austrian 
and Russian copatriots, they were militantly Catholic to the degree that they would openly ostracize 
those few of their own who had left the Church. Secondly, even more than their copatriots, they 
were extremely nationalistic. No other group would so violently and completely revoke all that was 
not of its same religion, or even more so, of its same nationality.
Individual venture rather than group effort characterized the earliest attempts at Polish settlement 
in Nebraska in the late 1870's. But as the decade of the 1870's progressed, Howard, Sherman, and 
Valley Counties came to be the sites of more than one Polish colony which were born of organized 
effort. Behind this effort was the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America, organized in 1873, as 
a fraternal organization with an overlayer of insurance business interests and with several philan-
thropies to afford it a reason to exist.
During the Union's third convention, probably in 1875, two Polish newspapers, Gazeta Polska Ka-
tolicka and Gazeta Polska urged the idea of settling Poles on the soil. Prior to that date, the waves 
of immigrants were being incorporated into the larger cities, and it was sadly noticed that the 
customs and talents of the Polish people were beginning to be lost. Two reasons lay at the bottom 
of this thinking. First, there was a conviction that the Poles would more easily better themselves 
materially in a rural society; and second, that the Poles in that way would more assuredly retain 
their national religion and customs.
In 1876, during the 4th convention in Chicago, there was appointed a committee to begin work 
immediately. At the suggestion of a Jesuit missionary working among the Slavs in the Midwest, 
Father Ladislaus Sebastyanski, the convention selected a place in central Nebraska where both the 
government and the Burlington and Missouri railroads had extensive properties for sale at very low 
prices. The convention got down to serious business when it appointed a committee to organize 
a colony in Nebraska; Father Anthony Klawiter, John Barzynski, and Joseph Niemczewski. Klawiter 
was named chairman.
Approximately at the same time that the Union was searching for land suitable for its prospective 
colonists, the Burlington and Missouri Railroad was seeking to dispose of its land holdings in Ne-
braska. John Barzynski possessed some talent as a forceful writer, and after contacting the railroad 
company withhis proposals, became a land agent for the railroad in the counties of Sherman, How-
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ard, Valley, and Greeley, with his headquarters in St. Paul.
While Barzynski was negotiating with the railroad on behalf of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of 
America, the Union was corresponding with the vicar apostolic of Nebraska in order to make some 
kind of preparation for the spiritual care of the people it hoped to settle in Nebraska. Early in 1877, 
a Franciscan Conventual, Father Leopold B.M. Moczygiemba, wrote to Bishop O'Conner in Omaha, 
and the following is an excerpt from the letter:

I am the head of the Polish Catholic Union in this country, and one of our goals is to form a Polish 
colony in Nebraska, complete with churches and schools. I intend to send to you in Omaha a Polish 
priest, Father Anthony Klawiter, from Pittsburgh, along with Mr. John Barzynski, editor of the Polish 
Catholic Newspaper, to hear from you whether we could succeed in Nebraska to form a large Polish 
colony. In the case that a colony should succeed, I would like to have you receive Father Klawiter to 
provide for the spiritual wants of the people.

There is no record of the Bishop's response, but apparently Klawiter met with his satisfaction. It 
seems Klawiter had previously presented to Bishop O'Conner a picture of some 250 Polish families 
in the Pittsburgh, Chicago, and other areas, besides immigrants from Poland and Prussia, who se-
riously desired to make their homes in Nebraska.
When Bishop O'Conner eventually gave his consent, together with John Barzynski, Father Klawiter 
led the first group of these settlers in 1877 to Howard County where at a meeting of the group it 
was decided to name their main settlement New Posen. Land for a future church, rectory, school, 
public hall, reading room, theater, fire department, and falcon hall were pretentiously marked off. 
Barzynski built the first house in the new settlement, which he, more realistically than Klawiter, 
intended to serve as both a meeting place and a shelter for arriving settlers. It must have been quite 
poorly constructed, since it was reported to have collapsed during one of the colony meetings.
Some few years before the Poles located in Howard County, a settlement of Bohemians in the region 
built St. Wenceslaus Church, about four miles to the northeast of the future site of New Posen. 
From the time of the arrival of the Poles in the late summer of 1877 until probably the following 
spring, Klawiter made the Bohemian church his headquarters, and with a similar lack of good taste, 
he gave the settlement the name of Warsaw. Both Klawiter and his people had intended to build 
a church structure for themselves, but not until April 28, 1878, was the new church at New Posen 
fully completed and dedicated under the name of St. Anthony (in several pertinent documents, 
however, the church was on more than one occasion referred to as the Sacred Heart of Mary, a 
confusion even to the Bishop, so it seems.)
A list of the oldest members of the parish included Nicholas Rutkowski who served as the organist 
and teacher, Lawrence Krolowski who acted as something of a caretaker for the priest and the col-
onists, Joseph and John Gorecki, Michael and Joseph Mudloff, Francis Zalewski, Joseph Matelski, 
Stanley and Andrew Goc, and John Barzynski, the land agent. According to the figures of Klawiter 
himself, St. Anthony's Parish counted at the time of the church dedication twenty Bohemian families, 
twenty Polish, three Irish, and two German families. The earliest parish records of New Posen go back 
to September 16, 1877, when the first baptism, that of Marianna Chalupsky, was administered by 
Klawiter. The first marriage was contracted March 5, 1878, between Jacob Trubl and Anna Novotna. 
The first burial was that of a year and a half old infant, Marianna Zaucha, December 3, 1878, and 
of an adult, Christopher Majewski, December 12, 1878, who died at the age of 30.
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Pastors did not make good accountants, and certainly Klawiter was no exception. Records show 
that for Sunday, September 1, 1877, the total collections totaled $6.50, and a week later the total 
fell to $5.13.
Total receipts for his jurisdiction of Warsaw and New Posen through the following January 1st were 
only $105.87, while in the same period he had managed to incur debts totaling over $2400.00, re-
questing outlays of cash that were simply not available. He purchased 160 acres of land for the so-
called "female institute", and a whole section of land for the similar "male institute," and a hospital. 
Klawiter was forced to solicit financial assistance outside the colony in order to meet his obligations. 
Whether this was due to the inability or lack of co-operation of the parishioners is unclear, but 
already during the first year of its existence, there were indications that the priest was disposed to 
deal somewhat harshly and arbitrarily with the few resources of his people. His manner gave rise 
to increasing discontent. While still engaged in promoting the settlement in Chicago and Pittsburg, 
many of these people alleged that he painted in too highly exaggerated colors the attractiveness of 
the lands of Nebraska. When eventually the Poles arrived in Howard County, many were convinced 
that they had been miserably deceived, and that Klawiter had mis¬used their money. The land was 
lacking in water, and the only available trees were the few that could be found along isolated ravines 
and the branches of the Loup River, many miles away. Furthermore, the church had been erected 
not on the site directed by the Bishop, but about three miles away at the far end of the colony.
A rather mysterious meeting was organized for the parish on June 30, 1878. Under circumstances 
that are not clear, it was attended by a Jesuit, Father Alexander Mathauschek, who was described 
in the minutes as "the Bishop's delegate", but he is not mentioned again, giving no hint as to his 
purpose other than to join Klawiter in placing his signature to the proceedings. As to the known 
purposes of the meeting, it was recorded in the official minutes "to impress the obligation upon 
the minds of the members intending to join this newly formed parish of New Posen, that besides 
leading a moral life and labor-ing conscientiously, they should not neglect the thanks offering due 
Almighty God for his infinite gifts and blessings." Among other purposes the meeting was called 
to elect a church committee. Its authority and business are vague, but the committee featured a 
parade of officers, including the president, Father Klawiter; Vice-President, Joseph Matelski; Ca-
shier, Francis Swiderski; Secretaries John Szuhzewski, Ignatius Goc, Andrew Cynowa, John Gorecki, 
Lawrence Ptaszach, Edward Gdanitz, and Lawrence Krolowski; Anthony Gorecki as Marshal, and 
Casimir Morazewski as banner bearer. Father Klawiter succeeded in having the committee resolve 
that the priest might receive at least a partial compensation for his labor and expenses in the form 
of a levy of one dollar each month from each family listed in the parish. The pastor's annual pension 
was to be $600.
As time passed, it became more and more clear that the church was in dire financial problems. 
Suddenly, without warning, Klawiter, who had in the meantime effected a number of questionable 
financial dealings, disappeared from Howard County under circumstances that led many to believe 
that he had absconded. In the meantime, he had sold the combination church-school-rectory 
building to someone from outside the parish. It was at this point that the Poles, without a priest 
or a church, formed the so called Catholic Society of the Sacred Heart of Jesus for the purpose of 
reorganizing the parish. They held a meeting on February 16, 1879 and elected a slate of officers 
responsible for carrying on the business of the parish. The church was sold back to the Society for 
$456, all of which, except for $100, was paid back by January of 1880.
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During Klawiter's absence through much of 1879, Father Cyril Augustynski, O.F.M., visited New 
Posen at rare intervals. He immediately won the hearts of the people so that they sought to have 
the Bishop keep him there, but in vain. Then late in the fall of the year, Father Joseph Barzynski, 
brother of John Barzynski, the land agent, came for a week to preach a mission. Much to the 
irritation of the Bishop, his visit of a week extended to two months, whereupon he was finally 
ordered by the head of the Diocese to leave.

Just at this point, as suddenly as he had left, Father Klawiter returned to Howard County, to the 
obvious annoyance of the parishioners. This unhappy state of affairs continued through the win-
ter and spring of 1880. When certain parishioners dared to question his unexplained departure 
and return, Klawiter threatened that if the people did not accept him as their pastor, he would 
repudiate all of his debts. The people further alleged against him his manner in his insistence on 
stolen fees, refusing as he did, among other things, to assist at any marriage ceremony except for 
an advance fee of $10. But the proverbial straw that broke the camel's back was his brazen sale 
to a Lutheran of the sacred vestements belonging to the church, obliging the parish to buy them 
back at whatever price that the latter might demand. After this incident, Klawiter never again 
dared to set foot in the church at New Posen.

One cannot read these reports without conceiving a high regard for the qualities of the high per-
centage of the Catholic Poles who were forced to live through this unhappy period of New Posen's 
church history. Finally, in the summer of 1880, a formal investigation was launched. Today the 
official records are lost, so that the question by whom the investigation was made is impossible to 
answer. But Bishop O'Conner notified Father Klawiter that two judges were to be sent the week 
following the reception of his letter to investigate "if the charges against you, and especially to 
see if the dissensions in your congregation, and the dissatisfaction of your people with your ad-
ministration . of the same, are not such as to call for your removal." At the same time, the

Jesuit Father, Alexander Mathauschek, was sent to take over St. Anthony's Parish. He was given 
the responsibility "to make arrangements for the erection of a church and pastoral residence 
there, on the church land." The story of the investigation is not clear. It can only be concluded 
that whoever was responsible for its conduct substantially confirmed the findings by one of the 
judges, Father Maly, that were sent to the Bishop. Indiscretions, bad business sense, abusive 
language, tactlessness, total lack of prudence -- all these added up to fair proof that the priest, if 
not mentally unbalanced, was probably emotionally unstable. There is no evidence whatever, nor 
were there ever insinuations that his private life as a priest was anything but beyond reproach. One 
could probably sum up the case of Father Klawiter by saying that it was a matter of deficiencies 
of personality rather than of character.

New Posen was only the first of the sites to which John Barzynski was endeavoring to attract Polish 
immigrants. He had been responsible for a purchase of forty acres of land from the Burlington 
and Missouri Railroad Company by the church at New Posen. He wrote: 

"40 acres of land, situated in W 1/2 of NW 1/4 and W 1/2 of SW 1/4 of Section 13, Township 14, 
Range 12 have been bought for the Polish Catholic Church from the B & M Railroad Company, on 
10 years’ time, and 2 instruments have been paid up to August 27, 1880. As soon as the land is paid 
up, the deed for the same will be given to the Right Reverend Bishop of Omaha."
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One of the interesting sidelights on Polish colonization in Nebraska con¬cerns the fact that the 
efforts of Father Joseph Dombrowski to establish a Polish seminary in the United States was origi-
nally directed toward Nebraska. Eventually the institution was located at Orchard Lake, Michigan. 
But at this time, the Poles, realizing the necessity of fostering vocations to the priesthood among 
Polish youth, seriously considered for a period of time for the New Posen colony to be the most 
suitable location for the school. In fact, the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America, in 1876, of-
ficially put itself on record as selecting "Central Nebraska as the site for the proposed educational 
institution". The subsequent advent of Jesuit missionaries helped to crystallize the idea at least 
in the mind of Bishop O'Conner. In 1882 he addressed the following lines to the prefect of the 
Congregation of Propoganda in Omaha:

"The schools which communities will establish, are my only reliance for procuring priests for this 
people, in the future. Three weeks ago a Polish Jesuit arrived to take charge of a large Polish colony, 
one hundred and fifty miles to the west of here, (meaning Omaha) He will be followed by others, 
and, as soon as possible, they will establish a college for the Poles of this western state."

Complaints later changed these plans. American Poles in the East thought that Nebraska was too 
far removed from the center of activities. Consequently, this part of their plans never materialized 
so far as New Posen or Nebraska were concerned.
A short time before the problems created by Father Klawiter came to a head, Bishop O'Conner 
had succeeded in inducing Father Peter Beckx, the Superior General of the Society of Jesus in 
Rome, to send to Nebraska a number of Bohemian Jesuits to work among the Bohemians living in 
the Vicariate of Nebraska. They lived at the settlement at Warsaw, and from there attended New 
Posen four miles away. Father Maly, who had attended St. Anthony's during their problems from 
his parish in Crete, arrived and was joined by Father Francis P. Turk, who, like Maly, came from the 
Jesuit province of Austria-Hungary.
Bishop O'Conner wanted very badly to have Polish Jesuits, and looked forward eventualy to two 
Jesuit centers, one for the Bohemians and one for the Poles. Accordingly, when in 1882, two more 
Jesuit priests, Joseph Sperl and Francis X. Stuer arrived from the Province of Galacia, sometimes 
called the Province of Poland, they went to New Posen. Although these men regularly resided in 
their stations, a central Jesuit community was established at New Posen, where Father Sperl was 
appointed Superior for all these Jesuits on September 15, 1882.
The church and residence that were built In 1877 were in wretched condition. Indeed, the Jesuits 
lived in the constant fear that a good Nebraska wind storm could be the undoing of all of them. 
As a measure of luck, they dedicated their community house to Blessed Andrew Bobola, a Jesuit 
martyr who had died at the hands of the Cossacks in Russia. In a rapid review of their re¬sponsi-
bilities, they estimated there were entrusted to their care four hundred Polish and three hundred 
Bohemian Catholic families in Howard, Sherman, and Valley Counties. From New Posen, they 
traveled by horse and buggy or went on foot to visit what were then or were soon to become the 
budding settlements of Loup City, Arcadia, Elba, Boleszyn, Greeley, St. Paul, St. Libory, and Choynice 
(Paplin). Because in most of these places a church had not yet been built, Mass was commonly 
celebrated in private homes, or sometimes in a public building like a school house.
By and large, the Polish immigrants were a very simple people. Only the exception among them 
could either read or write. Their simplicity reflected their European background with its excessive 



7

discrimination and persecution. But for all their guilelessness, they were proudly conscious of their 
national and religious history, and found a type of emotional steadfastness in their melancholy 
past. They came from disparate parts of what once was Poland, and brought with them an array of 
dialects and customs. Sometimes these left the Poles marked with distinct differences in outlook 
which divided them into contending groups, and feuding was not unknown. The first Jesuits were 
Bohemians, and therefore were not entirely acceptable, however, it was the best that the Bishop 
could do. The arrival of Father Sperl and Father Stuer did improve the relationship a bit, but they, 
too, had their problems with the settlers.
Father Sperl was not destined to work long among the Poles. Less than a year after his arrival in 
Nebraska he suffered a stroke and died, June 1, 1883. He was hitching his horse and buggy to go 
look for his colleague, Father Stuer, who had not returned from a missionary excursion, when he 
was stricken. A farmer working nearby saw what had happened, and hurried to his side. He lingered 
for a day or two, long enough to allow Father Stuer to get back and to prepare him for death. He 
was buried in an unmarked grave in the cemetery at New Posen.
Sperl was a professed father of the Society, only fifty-seven years old. The circumstances that he 
was a full-blooded Pole accentuated the element of his untimely death. The remains of Father 
Sperl are still interred in the Catholic Cemetery in the hills, the last memento of the Jesuit mission 
in these parts.
After Sperl's death, Father Stuer was left alone at New Posen for almost a year to minister to the 
Poles there and at its adjacent stations. It is not clear just what headway had been made or was 
shortly to be made at this time in the matter of replacing the old church built there six years before. 
In addition to the unfortunate circumstance that Klawiter had located the building at one extreme 
end of the colony, and despite the fact that it was not very old by any standards, it needed to be 
replaced after serving just a few years. It is likely that at the time of Father Sperl's death, plans 
were already fairly advanced for construction of a new church at the same location. The church 
under construction this time was very likely one build at least partially in the fashion of a dugout, 
in a draw to the north of the cemetery. The structure featured a ground floor with walls of mere 
earth to a height of several feet. However, a frame structure of wall and roof surmounted the 
excavation, with several window apertures to provide some ventilation. The structure was large 
enough to hold about two hundred worshippers.
Although it is impossible to say with certainty, probably it was at this stage of developments that 
certain individuals at New Posen vented their strong dissatisfaction against Father Stuer, and 
burned the church to the ground, as it was nearing completion. On more than one occasion, un-
der circumstances that pointed to arson committed by disgruntled parishioners, the church was 
destroyed by fire. The details aren't clear. Sources differ as to whether Stuer was actually a Pole. 
Some have contended that although he spoke Polish fluently, he was a German, and unacquainted 
with Polish ways. Others suggest that he was indeed Polish, but that his temperament left much 
to be desired. In any event, his ministry met with much dissatisfaction. As a consequence, Father 
Anthony Anderledy, vicar-general to the Jesuits in Rome, sent Father Ladislaus Sebastyanski to 
Nebraska for the purposes of composing the differences at New Posen. Indeed the dissatisfaction 
occasioned so far as is known by no responsible action of his own, may have prompted Father Stuer 
even earlier to undertake in 1883 the construction of a second church for the Poles in the vicinity 
of Choynice, and when the residence there was complete in the following year, to move to that 
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site. By horse and buggy it was about an hour and a half distant. When Sebastyanski arrived with 
two lay brothers in May, 1884, this arrangement was executed. Father Stuer took up residence at 
Choynice, and Father Sebastyanski remained at New Posen with another new attendant, Brother 
John Kramer.
Father Sebastyanski was the most remarkable of all the Jesuit brothers who came to Central Ne-
braska to work among the Poles and Bohemians in the 1880's. He arrived at New Posen on May 
16, 1884, and continued as pastor there until 1896. Sebastyanski was born to be a missionary. In 
Poland, he would preach four or five sermons a day before moving on to another site, and taught 
catechism classes to the children. Writing an account of his work in America, he said: "I have two 
missions, one in Nebraska, and the other beyond its limits," reflecting his intention to spread The 
Word to all the Poles across the length and breadth of the United States. Nevertheless, he lived a 
very full pastoral life at New Posen, and managed to build the parish to a fine stature.
During the first year of his pastorate, he built a new residence adjoining the church. He then built 
a school. When he came to New Posen he brought with him two lay brothers, one who was in-
tended to assist with the school at Choynice, the other with the school at New Posen. The latter 
school was taught in 1885 by Brother Marcel Chmielewski with about sixty boys in attendance. 
Some one hundred and six families numbering 1012 souls made up Father Sebastyanski's parish 
at New Posen. All of these lived within an area of fourteen square miles, and two Negro families 
were included within the parish. Bishop O'Conner visited the parish for the first time on the occa-
sion of his confirmation tour in September of 1885. He administered the Sacrament to a class of 
two hundred and five at the church, and expressed that he was very happy with what was being 
accomplished.
As early as August of 1885, Sebastyanski sought Bishop O'Conner's per¬mission to build a new 
church at New Posen to replace the former combination dugout church, rectory, and school. With 
the generous assistance of the parish, he built a new church measuring eighty-seven feet in length 
and thirty-eight feet in width with a facade forty feet wide flanked by two towers. However, just 
before this church was finished it too burned, for a loss of over $2000, while the pastor was on 
a missionary venture to the East. The dates of both the construction and the fire are uncertain. 
Indeed, as has been mentioned before, the circumstances surrounding all of these mysterious 
blazes, as to their time, cause, and their exact number of occurrences are vague to say the least. 
But that of the latest fire was most likely in the late winter or early spring of 1886. Probably the 
destruction was the work of yet another disgruntled parishioner who may have been a close asso-
ciate of Father Klawiter years before. Father Sebastyanski was not to be deterred, however, in his 
resolve to build a new church. In any event, after the fire, the pastor was hard at work organizing 
the people in the job of rebuilding. More than fifty teams of horses were engaged in hauling lumber 
from Dannebrog. Construction was begun the same year and on the same foundations. The first 
Mass in the new church was celebrated on August 7, 1887. Thereupon, Father Sebastyanski turned 
his attention to the work of procuring the Franciscan Sisters to teach in the school, where he was 
currently employing seculars at fifteen dollars a month along with a Jesuit Brother. He turned over 
to the Sisters his own living quarters, and then proceeded to build a brick rectory.
The Village of New Posen reflected its heavy concentration of Poles in its celebrations, when, as 
with its weddings, it projected into the culture patterns that had been transplanted in America. 
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For example, Polish custom brought four men on horseback to lead a wedding procession from 
the out skirting farms through the town and to the church for the nuptial proceedings. Clusters of 
rosettes decorated the horses' bridles, while the riders announced the entrance of the bride into 
the village with shots from their firearms. Riding behind them in a spring wagon without a top as 
well to see as be seen, rode the wedding party grouped around a festively gowned bride. The bride 
was always festooned with flowers which in the dead of winter were known to freeze solid by the 
time the party reached the church. When the church ceremony was completed, two acolytes took 
their positions as sentries at either side of the main entrance to the church, and stood with plates 
in their hands to halt each exiting male until he made a contribution. From the church the party 
would set out for the photographer if one was available, then to depart for the home of the bride 
for more fanfare. Previously, carpenters would erect a dance platform, while the women prepared 
quantities of food sufficient for both dinner and supper, and enough refreshments to carry them 
through as well -- it was not unknown for the celebration to carry on for as long as three days. To 
dance with the bride was a prize that could only be won by asking all comers to attempt to crack 
a dinner plate with a thrown coin. Usually the effort required a silver dollar, but since the money 
was to be used to defray expenses, it was in rather bad taste to actually break the plate. The mer-
riment stimulated by the polka was contagious, and the shoe repairmen did a good business. The 
Polka was so popular that it was common to have a single pair of shoes set aside for that purpose 
entirely -- even to the point of attending church services barefoot.
If the colony had its share of joy, it also had its share of sorrow. Commencing with the early part of 
1893, the region suffered from a severe drought which reached crisis proportions in the summer 
of 1895. It was at this point that many of the pioneer families pulled up roots and moved to other 
sections of the United States. These year's crops had been dismal failures. Conditions were so 
bad that at length the people in a wide area had to turn to outside sources for relief, even to the 
point of the Jesuits asking for assistance through their superiors. A number of Polish clergy from 
around the country donated $1400 for the purposes of buying bread and provisions for the most 
stricken families.
Despite these hardships, the region generally began to emerge from the crudities and drawbacks 
of the early pioneer period. By the mid-90's, diocesan priests began to be available for the parish-
es of Central Nebraska. Fathers Sebastyanski and Stuer remained until 1896. Stuer and probably 
Sebastyanski left in June, while Father Mathauschek returned once more to take their places for 
June until October, when he returned to his duties as a member of the Missouri Province. In the 
meantime, arrangements between Bishop Scannell and Father Thomas Fitzgerald, provincial of 
Missouri, were being completed largely by Father Mathauschek to sever the Jesuit connections 
with the last of these missions.
The last Jesuit left the Bohemian and Polish missions in the central counties of Nebraska sometime 
during October of 1896. With the exception of Father Sperl who had died on the mission and Father 
Mathauschek, who for many years had been a member of the Missouri Province when he died in 
1907, the others returned to their provinces of Galacia and Austria-Hungary after they had ren-
dered a signal service to their fellow countrymen and to others in the Catholic Church in Nebraska.
The community was growing, and a new century was drawing nearer. The first diocesan priest to 
attend St. Anthony's after the departure of the Jesuits was Father Carolus Brietkopf, who arrived 
in October of 1896, and whose major achievement during his stay was the acquisition of the land 
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upon which much of the town of Farwell now exists, as property of the Church. When the railroad 
had deeded the original 40 acres of land, through John Barzynski, as land for St. Anthony's Parish 
Church, another 40 acres was set aside to be the town of Posen, largely located in the bottom land 
to the north and west of the town's present location. But as time passed, and no dwellings had 
actually been built on the city property, it was put up for sale by the railroad company, and pur-
chased by the Church. With the land under the Church's control, it suddenly seemed the patriotic 
and Christian thing to do to start a building campaign. A number of dwellings, in addition to an ice 
house, dance pavilion, blacksmith shop, and small general store sprang up along the creek bottom. 
But if drought had been a problem in the years prior, an excess of moisture seemed to be the new 
concern.
In the latter 1890's, high flood waters carried away all that had been built, and the original plat of 
Posen was to be vacated forever. All that was salvageable was moved to the top of the hill where 
the town exists today. Reasons for a change in the name of the town from Posen to Farwell, which 
occurred along with the move, are conflicting. Some say it was due to another area existing by the 
same name, yet others believe that Farwell came from "farewell" to the flooding creek bottom. 
Various other ideas exist, all are interesting, yet none seem to be recorded anywhere. State records 
show that over a period of time, the name of Farwell simply started to replace Posen on maps, and 
no one knows exactly why. . . perhaps the real reasons shall remain quietly buried forever in the 
muddy creek bottom next to the Burlington tracks.

 Farwell at turn of century.
Father Brietkopf was replaced in August of 1901 by Father S. Jaszczynski, who led a quiet and un-
eventful rector ship in the parish until his sad death during an influenza epidemic in December of 
1918. The body of Father Jaszczynski was interred in the Church's cemetery, becoming the second 
priest to be buried there.
He was succeeded by an elderly priest, Father Anthony Raczynski, who, due to failing health, left at 
the end of 1924. Father Gebbard Stakemeier then attended St. Anthony's Church from his parish 
at Rockville, until December of 1925.
Many years had passed since the erection of the Parish Church in the country, and it was decided 
that a new school and convent were of prime concern, needed to replace the old and unsatisfactory 
structure built in the 1880's. The town of Farwell had grown considerably. Those who lived in the 
town, with a population then nearing 400, wished to have the school built within city limits. The 
rural parishioners, on the other hand, thought that it was rather sissified of the townspeople, and 
perhaps a bit snobbish and selfish of them, to ask that the school be moved from its traditional 
location in the country, and arguments over land ownership came into play. A rather heated and 
bitter battle ensued. The rural parishioners to the south of the town wanted a school and convent 
built on the church property, next to where the old school was located. The parishioners in Farwell 
and many in the farms to the north, however, wanted nothing to do with the proposition, and flatly 
refused financial support. Both sides agreed, nonetheless, that it would be ridiculous to build a 
new parochial school in the town, yet have the church so far away. The factions met half way, if 
the result can be truly called a compromise. The only way to solve both problems to the relative 
satisfaction of both sides was to go ahead with plans for the construction of the school in the town, 
but the church was to be moved there as its rightful companion.
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The cornerstone for the "new" church was laid on Thursday, September 3, 1925. A newspaper 
report from that date notes:

"Several hundred people were present to take part in the laying of the cornerstone. In the distance, 
about a half mile or so south of Farwell, was seen the Posen Church Building, or half of it, standing 
on the moving trucks, as it is being moved to town ..." Perhaps it should be noted that only Divine 
Providence seems to have gotten the church that far.

A moving company had been contacted, and agreed to move the church for the sum of $800, on 
the condition that the church was to be cut in half, to facilitate the transportation. All seemed to 
be going smoothly, and the moving progressed as expected, with only one obstacle; the creek 
bottom between the old and new church properties. The bells had been removed from the tow-
ers to lighten the structure, but the height of the bell-towers still made that half of the structure 
rather top heavy. It was feared that the entire project would end in disaster when on a morning in 
late August, in an attempt to cross the gully, the first section of the church slid off of the runners 
into the creek bed. The summer weather caused immediate fears that a flash rain might sweep 
the structure away, and what if it could not be again lifted to the rails of the mover without crum-
bling? A rope harness was quickly devised, and with the aid of a steam engine tractor and teams 
of horses, the tower section of the church was again set a right before any permanent structural 
damage could occur. When the halves were finally set in place upon the new foundations, the 
building was nearly 90 feet long, leaving a 40 foot gap in the center to be built in as an addition to 
the church. When the project was complete, the members of the parish had accomplished even 
more than they had hoped ... an almost completely new church, much larger than before, and at 
an enormous savings of time and expense.
While the church's reconstruction was in progress, Father Stakemeier was replaced by a new pastor, 
Father Joseph Hinzman, who arrived in late December of 1925, and who was to be instrumental 
later in the construction of the new combination rectory, school, and convent, built after the 
completion of the church. The new St. Anthony's Catholic Church was dedicated on May 5, 1926, 
in a scene that may well have been the social event of the decade. The ceremony was officiated 
by Reverend James Duffy, Bishop of Grand Island, Sub-Deacon Father Glauba of Omaha, and 11 
assistant priests from the diocese. Estimates made at the time noted that well over 1200 people 
were on hand to witness the ceremony, many of them there perhaps only to see for themselves 
that the great effort had indeed been successful.
The dedication of the church served a double purpose. On that same day, the cornerstone of the 
new school, the center of the controversy that had brought this day of celebration into being, was 
laid into place. One must find it amazing that the work on the school building progressed so quickly. 
In the four month period between May and September of 1926, the structure was totally finished 
and opened for classes when the regular school year began.
The school was in operation, headed by the Felician Sisters, with an enrollment of approximately 
50 to 80 children, until 1967 when it was closed because of economic reasons. The building is now 
used for CCD classes.
Father Hinzman is to be distinguished as the pastor serving the longest in the parish, overseeing a 
face-lift for the Church for its Diamond Jubilee in September of 1952. Having celebrated his Golden 
Jubilee in the Priesthood in June of 1957, Father Joseph Hinzman retired the following year. On 
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August 20, 1958, Father Anthony Radziewicz was named the new pastor of St. Anthony's.
Advanced by the distinction of being the oldest Polish Catholic Church in Nebraska, St. Anthony's 
was the site of Nebraska's Polish Millenium Celebration, in recognition of Poland's 1000th anniver-
sary of Christianity, in October of 1966. Father Radziewicz left the parish in July of 1973, and was 
replaced by Father Bernard Berger. Upon Father Berger's reassignment in July of this year, Father 
Bernard Mischke, formerly of Little Falls, Minnesota, was named as current pastor to the parish.
Anna Holechek and Charlie Lukasiewicz, oldest parishioners at the Millenium Mass, carrying gifts 
to Bishop Paschang.
Many changes and improvements have been made to the church building in the past several years, 
including lowering of the bell towers in 1962, due to their fragility, installation of carpeting in the 
sanctuary, new seating, full insulation, new furnaces, and a recently completed reconciliation 
room. Through combined efforts of the parish, the church basement has been remodeled to more 
efficiently facilitate meetings and social gatherings, and a "Winter Chapel" was built in a room 
of the school to avoid the need of heating the church for daily masses during the coldest winter 
months. In addition, a cemetery fund was set up in 1974 to guarantee perpetual upkeep for the 
entire cemetery grounds.
A number of projects were set in motion this year, in commemoration of the Church's 100th anniver-
sary. A fund drive was successful in the purchase of a marker for the grave of Father Sperl, replacing 
that which was destroyed in 1936. The newest addition to the church grounds is a sign in front of 
the church to inform parishioners of upcoming times and events. The church also received a much 
needed face lift this summer when it received a new coat of paint on the exterior. The rectory was 
also completely repaired and refurbished.
Two other projects are tentatively being planned. The first is the repainting of the interior of the 
church, last done for the 75th anniversary of the church in 1952. The other project would involve 
the burial of a time capsule at the end of this year to be opened at an as yet undecided future date.
Through the combined efforts of its parishioners, St. Anthony's Parish has survived the rigors of 
change for a century. This church, and it’s interesting and sometimes turbulent history, is the cor-
nerstone upon which much of this section of Central Nebraska had its beginnings.
Prairie fires have left nameless graves by the score in the parish cemetery to the south of the town. 
Nothing remains of the original small town of New Posen that flanked the first location of the church, 
except for bits of masonry and glass that are revealed from time to time by a plow or the effects 
of the wind and rain. The parochial school and convent, a structure of great pride when built, have 
been vacant for several years. But these physical proofs of the past are not what builds a parish, it 
is the people. Though changes shall continue to occur, the parish will remain strong.
St. Anthony's is the core of a people and their community. From the wheels of the pioneer's ox 
carts that arrived in August of 1877, to the tires of the automobiles that bring people to worship 
on this day of celebration, one can witness the strength of the faith that shall keep St. Anthony's a 
vital force in its second hundred years.
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