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Our History | Former St. Hedwig Parish 

 
The parish of St. Hedwig, Smock has quite a long history that spans decades.  

 
In 1904, the first Mass in Smock was celebrated in the private home of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Batya of 

Colonial 1 by the late Father Polansky, a missionary priest from 

Baltimore, Md.  

The late Father Francis Pribil, pastor of St. Mary (Nativity) 

Church, Uniontown, then began to celebrate Masses approximately two 
years later in an old company store in Colonial 1 until 1909, when the 

store no longer became available.  
 

Father Pribil then began to offer Masses in a private home on Smock 

Hill, and while doing so, obtained permission from the bishop of the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh to establish the parish of St. Hedwig.  

 
The late Father Slavo Moravek, pastor of St. John the Baptist, 

Perryopolis, served the pastoral needs of the new parish 

community until 1911, when St. Hedwig Parish received it’s first resident 
pastor, the late Father Adolph Rudolph.  

 
As the parish community grew, a new church was erected in 1923 by the late Father Michael J. Yesko, 

pastor, at a cost of $25,000. This remains as the present day church. 

Father Yesko, who served from May until October 1923, was then succeeded by the late Father Albert 
Bieger, who served until 1932. During Father Bieger’s pastorate the parish was divided and the new 

parish of St. Cecilia, Grindstone, was then established in 1931.  
 

Father Bieger served until 1932, when he was then succeeded by the late Father Edward J. Istocin, who 
served the community as pastor for several months in 1932. Father Istocin was later replaced by the late 

Father Joseph T. Bednarik, who served as pastor for 23 years, the longest pastorate in the history of St. 

Hedwig Parish.  
 

By 1955, the late Father Fabian G. Oris had been named pastor and the long range plans for the repair 
and remodeling of the parish building were implemented.  

 

The interior of the church was completly renovated and the catechetical center, a former public school 
building, was purchased in 1958 and then remodeled. The exterior of the church buildings were covered 

with aluminum siding and the interior of the social hall was renovated in 1960. 
  

The outdoor shrines were also erected, one of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, a gift from the children of the 
parish; the other, in honor of Our Lady of Guadelupe, Queen of the Americas, a gift from the Christian 

Mothers Confraternity.  

 
A set of electronic carillons were also installed during 

the parish's golden jubilee as tribute to all those 
departed from the parish.  

 

Father Oris served the community until 1964, when the 
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late Father John M. Sabol was named the new pastor. Father Sabol remained pastor for only a brief time 

until his death in 1964.  
 

Following Fr. Sabol’s death, a number of short-term pastors were named to serve the community, 
including, Father Stephen Drab (pastor); Father John R. Casaliggi (pastor);  Father Robert F. Brannon 

(pastor); Father Bernard Survil (parochial vicar); Father Walter N. Bratus (pastor); Father Lawrence L. 

Hoppe (pastor); Father Edward C. Tajc (pastor); and Father John T. Sweeney (pastor). 
  

By September 5, 1977, the late Bishop William G. Connare served as main celebrant during the last 
Mass St. Hedwig's Brier Hill Church. After the Brier Hill closing, St. Hedwig and it's mission of St. Casimir, 

Keisterville, began a new decade of renewal.  
 

Both churches began renovations and updated the interiors and exteriors, and by March 1982 the 

community members of St. Hedwig Parish purchased 1,550 acres of land.  
 

By February 1982, Father Richard P. Karenbauer became pastor and oversaw the renovations to the 
church, parish CCD center and rectory.  

 

The rededication took place October 23, 1982 with 
Bishop Connare returning as main celebrant for the 

Mass. In 1983, the remodeling of the interior of the 
church began and during renovations Masses were held 

in the social hall.  
 

The newly remodeled church was reopened with 40 

hour devotions March 12, 1983, and Bishop Connare 
once again celebrated a special Mass. 

  
Father Karenbauer served until June 1985, when he 

was replaced by the late Father Leonard J. McAlpin.  

 
In 1985, a beautiful stained glass window of St. Hedwig became another small shrine and message 

board; the parking lot was repaved; and a new furnance and air conditioning system were installed in the 
social hall. 

  

The new organ arrived in time for the 75th parish jubilee and Bishop Connare concelebrated Mass with 
Father McAlpin, as well as many former and local priests. 

 
In 1992, St. Hedwig Parish was reunited with St. Cecilia Parish, Grindstone, as they were partnered in 

January by the diocese with Father Edward J. Kretz appointed as pastor.  
 

In June 1996, Father John A. Sedlak, replaced Father Kretz as pastor. Father Sedlak served the 

community until October 2008 when as part of a major diocesan restructuring, St. Hedwig Parish then 
became partnered with St. John the Baptist Parish, Perryopolis.  

 
It was at this time Father James F. Petrovsky was named Senior Priest Active, with residence at St. 

Hedwig Parish, and Fr. Robert T. Lubic, pastor of St. John the Baptist, Perryopolis, was appointed as 

administrator of St. Hedwig Parish.  
 

Father Lubic served as administrator until March 2012, when he was then succeeded by Father Anthony 
W. Ditto, the new pastor of St. John the Baptist Parish. 

 
Citing the ongoing diocesan strategic planning process that was started nearly eight years ago to address 



a variety of issues that include aging and declining numbers of priests and parishioners in the Diocese of 

Greensburg, and nearly five years after implementing a comprehensive parish restructuring in the 
diocese, Bishop Lawrence E. Brandt on May 3 announced a series of closings, a merger and three 

partnerings that affected 14 parishes in the diocese.    
 

He announced his decisions at a media conference at the Bishop William G. Connare Center in 

Greensburg after meeting with priests of the diocese and informing them of the decisions. 
 

Announcements of the changes, which were effective June 25, 2013, were made in diocesan parishes at 
Masses May 4-5. 

 

The parish was closed as part of this diocesan restructuring, and a Mass of Welcome and 

Rememberance was celebrated, June 27, 2013, by Bishop Brandt. 
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