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The history of St. Francis de Paul Parish dates back half a century to the Year 1900. Prior to this 
time, the Catholics of Polish descent attended Mass and other religious services at St. Mary's Church 
in Ford City. Shortly before the turn of the century, the Poles of Ford City, and nearby vicinities, 
expressed a desire to organize a parish, sending their petition to the Rt. Rev. Regis Phelan, then 
Bishop of the diocese of Pittsburgh. In anticipation of a favorable response from the Bishop, they 
purchased three lots from the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company for the sum of $300.00 and received, 
without cost, three additional lots from the same company, thereby coming into actual possession 
of a tract of land, 140 x 150 feet, upon which to build their future church and rectory. With the deed 
to this property in their possession, the pioneer Poles approached the venerable Msgr. Ladislaus 
Miskiewicz, pastor of St. Adalbert's Church, on the south side of Pittsburgh, with an appeal for assis-
tance in organizing a parish of their own language. Needless to say, Msgr. Miskiewicz, who has had 
a hand in the formation of many Polish parishes in the diocese, became highly instrumental in the 
organization of St. Francis de Paul parish. It was upon his kindly advice that a temporary wooden 
church was built, and was in readiness for religious services, when Bishop Phelan assigned Father 
Francis Miskiewicz, a brother of the Monsignor, as the first resident pastor of the newly formed 
congregation. The church was named St. Francis de Paul, after the patron Saint of the first pastor. 
On April 25, 1900, the first Mass was celebrated within the limits of the parish.
Encouraged by this favorable turn of events, the members of St. Francis parish began an intensive 
house to house collection to raise funds so that work might start at once on a building which would 
serve as a permanent 'church. Within several months a sum of $2,500.00 was collected and work 
on a new church was begun by the Heilman Bros. Construction Company. In June, 1900, the Very 
Rev. Msgr. Ladislaus Miskiewicz, of Pittsburgh, laid the corner stone for the new wooden church, 
and in November of the same year, the church was dedicated by a delegate of the Most Rev. Bish-
op. The congregation, at the time of its inception consisted of some 35 families and approximately 
200 single adults.
With the rapid growth of the congregation, the need of social activity was realized, and so, it was 
decided in 1904 to raise the church structure and finish off the basement for this purpose. To raise 
the necessary funds for this undertaking, Alex Dubois, a member, took upon himself the obligation 
of soliciting contributions from Poles of other localities. A sum of $2,300.00 was collected by him 
in a short span of time, and it can be said, without doubt, that his financial assistance was deeply 
appreciated and sorely needed by the struggling congregation of those days. In September, 1904, a 
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sum of $6,000.00 was borrowed from the Armstrong County Trust Company of Kittanning to meet 
the expense of raising the Church. William Detwiller, a general contractor, was awarded the con-
tract of raising the church and installing a finished base¬ment under the edifice. The Church was 
elevated some four feet and supported firmly on a concrete foundation, and, then, brick-veneered.
In the summer of the same year plans were drawn up for the erection of a two-story pastoral res-
idence. William Schiff- gens, a contractor, was entrusted with the task of building the rectory for 
the sum of $3,263.00. This building program was started and completed during the pastorate of 
Father Ignatius Ostaszewski. In 1905, the church and rectory sustained a certain amount of damage 
caused by the big flood of that year. In Sep¬tember, 1913, a fire broke out in one of the sacristies, 
and inflict¬ed heavy damage to the sanctuary and the two sacristies. The damage, covered by fire 
insurance, was to the extent of $3,350.00. Father Siatecki, the pastor at the time of the
disaster, immediately proceeded to have the damage repaired. During this period of reparation, 
Mass was celebrated in the basement of the Church. In 1914, the Church was once again visited by 
flood waters, but the damage was not extensive.
In April, 1920, an intensive parochial drive was started by Father Luniewski, the pastor, to raise 
funds for a new pipe organ for the Church. A sum of $3,000.00 was collected for the new organ, 
which was dedicated on Sunday, February 12, 1922. To make room for this addition to the Church, 
the Choir loft had to be enlarged by some four feet. Father Luniew¬ski died on the 4th of March, 
1925, after 10 years of faithful service as pastor of the Ford City Congregation. He was suc¬ceeded 
by Father Leo Chrzanowski, who has the distinction of serving the Congregation, as pastor, for the 
longest number of years, namely, nineteen. During the pastorship of Father Leo, as he was popularly 
known, the parish increased in mem¬bership, parish activities took on a new life, and his "saving 
ways" brought about the complete liquidation of the parish debt. Some of the more notable im-
provements made during the time of Father Leo's pastorship were (1) The addition of an office to 
the pastoral residence, (2) Carpeting the sanctuary and the aisles of the Church with rubber tile, 
(3) Installation of new lighting fixtures in the Church, (4) Erec¬tion of a garage and some necessary 
improvements in the rectory. For many years, Father Leo served as pastor of St. Lawrence's Church, 
Cadogan, which was attached as a "Mis¬sion" to St. Francis' Parish. Father Chrzanowski passed on 
to his eternal reward on May 14, 1944.
Father Leo, was succeeded by Father Vincent Kukleski, who, previous to his assignment to this parish, 
was pastor of Holy Cross Church, Iselin, Pa. Although, Father Kukleski served as pastor less than one 
year, nevertheless, he was highly instrumental in having a solid fence erected around the back of 
the Church property; having the Church basement painted, the church cleaned and installing new 
lighting fixtures in the rectory. He was, also, successful in organizing the Sodality of Our Lady and 
the Holy Name Society. Upon his transfer to a Homestead parish, he was ably succeeded by Father 
Stanley Anuszkiewicz. In the three years of his pastorship, Father Anuszkiewicz has improved the 
appearance of the Church
building with a complete set of new stained glass windows. A new roof on the Church, and some 
much needed repairs in +he rectory were among the other accomplishments of the late Father 
Anuszkiewicz, who passed on, to his reward July 27, 1948.
On August 19, 1948, the administration of St. Francis parish was entrusted into the hand of your 
present pastor, Father Francis Lizik. After a careful inspection of the Church building and the rectory, 
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it was realized by the pastor and the members of the Church Committee that an intensive program 
would have to be inaugurated to have the buildings renovated for the coming golden jubilee of the 
parish. To raise the necessary funds for this undertaking, the parishioners have been asked to dispose 
of monthly raffle tickets, from which a sum of nearly $14,000.00 has been realized to date. From 
a lawn festival and other social activities, another $1,000.00 has been added to the "Renovation 
Fund." In May of this year, the members of the parish have been asked to give personal donations 
towards the buying af new religious articles lor the Church, or, to make a general contribution for 
the renovation of the Church. Although this drive for additional funds is still in progress, it can be 
said that the response by the parishioners has been highly satisfactory and praiseworthy.
The extensive renovation program began with the leveling of the Church floor, and the replacement 
of the old coal furnace with a new gas-fired furnace. At the same time, a new hot-air gas unit was 
installed in the basement of the Church. Also, the interior of both sacristies was covered with Nu-
Wood and three new cabinets for vestments, candles, and other utilities were built.
Immediately following Easter, the job of plastering the Church interior was begun by the Traveg-
lia-Cignetti Company of Vandergrift. That very same week, work was started on reconditioning the 
brick and concrete exterior of the Church. These projects were followed by the installation of a 
new two-way entrance into the Church, and a side entrance into its basement. A new stairway to 
the choir loft was built, after which the entire Church, altars and statues were painted. With the 
removal of the old pews, the Church floor was thoroughly conditioned, and, then, covered with 
rubber tile, upon which
solid, golden oak pews were installed. The choir-loft and the stairway were covered with linoleum, 
as was also one of the sacristies. The radiators in the Church were covered with metal cabinets. 
New lighting fixtures were installed at the entrance to the Church, and also, under the Choir loft. 
The steeple and the framework on the Church were painted, as was, also, the Church basement 
(the latter being done by voluntary labor). The basement floor has been covered with asphalt tile, 
and new fluorescent lighting fixtures are to be installed in the very near future. Other additions 
are to be made in the basement, in the hope of giving the parishioners one of the finest and most 
up-to-date halls in the town.
Some of the new religious articles donated to the Church are as follows: Stations of the Cross, Com-
munion Rail, Confessional, a Lecturn-stand, Sanctuary Chimes, Side Altar Statues, Metallic Missal 
stand and Missal, Holy Water Bucket and Sprinkler, Altar Boys Chairs and Credence Table, Bene-
diction Cope and Veil, Processional Cross and Lanterns, Altar linens and Gold Lace, Funeral Candle 
Sticks, Candelabras and Holy Water Fonts. To these items we may add the complete set of Mass 
Vestments and Altar Boys' apparel, donated to the Church by the Holy Name and Rosary Societies.
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