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Fairchance, Pennsylvania, a community of approximately 2000 souls, is located in the South-
western part of Pennsylvania, at the foot of the Allegheny Mountains and about 8 miles from 
the West Virginia-Pennsylvania borderline.

Slovaks, Poles and other nationalities began to settle in the Uniontown district around the year 
1870. Not until the latter part of 1890 did a migration, from Eastern Europe and a large number 
from the Pittsburgh district, come to this area. Early in 1903, coal industries began to lure peo-
ple to the Uniontown area. As a result, the Catholic population grew very rapidly in this small 
locality. And soon, because of their deep religious faith, these settlers felt the need for a place 
of worship and public prayer.

In 1908 the residents of Fairchance and its vicinity who, up till now, attended St. Mary's Church 
in Uniontown, sought to have a parish established in Fairchance. In 1910, a committee of men 
was delegated to visit Bishop J. F. Regis Canevan, D.D., to petition an appointment of a priest 
who would organize a parish for them. Eventually, this petition was granted by the appointment 
of Rev. John Kovalsky, who was then pastor of St. Mary's Church, Leckrone, Pa., on October 
17th, 1910. According to some of the earliest documents on file in the rectory, dated November 
15th, 1910, and signed by the Rev. S. Walsh, Chancellor, permission was granted by the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop for Father Kovalsky to borrow $1,500 from the people. These funds, with some of Fr. 
Kovalsky's own money, were used to build a temporary chapel, which at first was called Sacred 
Heart Church, but then, shortly after, changed by the Bishop to SS. Cyril & Methodius Church, 
patron Saints of the Slavonic races. At this time, permission was also granted to purchase 9 lots 
for future church buildings and 4 acres for the parish cemetery. With the aid of some skilled 
workers of the parish, the framework of the church was completed in less than a month.

In the meantime, Mass had been offered on the second floor of what was then the Oddfellows 
Hall. There are no available records as to when the church was completed and the first Sacrifice 
of the Mass offered.

The area covered by SS. Cyril & Methodius Parish is rather a vast territory, including a radius of 
several miles that circles colorful names of and towns that once were flourishing communities. 
Only traces of some exist, places that once hummed with activity, where happy memories will 
always remain fresh and green for many men and women, scattered throughout the country.  
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 When the mines and coke ovens shut down, many families left reluctantly for places where 
they could continue making a living, wherever work could be found. The Parish at Fairchance 
embraced names of towns unforgettable as home to hundreds of families long since departed, 
names that conjure up nostalgic feelings of yesteryear, Kyle, Haydentown, White House, Outcrop, 
Cornish, Gans, Crystal Works, Old Frame, Smithfield, Rubles Mills, Woodside, Strum Station, 
Sleepy Hollow, York Run, Collier, New Wynn, Old Wynn, Crows Hill, Oliphant Furnace, Rosedale, 
Cooleytown, Moccasin Hollow. Some were flourishing communities, now only landmarks, with 
few families still lingering.

With the completion of the Church, a rectory for the resident pastor was urgently needed. 
Up till now, Fr. John lived in a company house and, for a few weeks, with the Monahans. The 
foundation of the rectory, as told by the founder, was constructed by his own hands, the help 
of the housekeeper and one man. Fr. Kovalsky was the architect, contractor and financier. The 
upper part of the building was constructed by one bricklayer.

On October 9th, 1913, Father Kovalsky received permission from the Bishop to expend the sum 
of $3,000 for the purpose of building a church at Shoaf, Pa., under the patronage of St.

Helen. It became a mission to Fairchance, until February, 1921, when it was made a separate 
parish with the appointment of Father Joseph Goncar, as the first resident pastor. About the 
middle of March, 1914, Fr. Kovalsky was transferred to St. Rose's Church, Bradenville, Pa.

This may be of interest to many old timers, the names of the first parishioners who were elect-
ed committeemen and approved by the Bishop, while Fr. Kovalsky was pastor: Paul Blatnica, 
Jakub Stefanak, John Lenk, John Koneval, Steve Dragan, Joseph Uskert, John Richnasky, Andrew 
Kaputa, Victor Bobak, Joseph Arendas, Mr. A. Saluga.

Fr. John Trefny succeeded Fr. Kovalsky and assumed charge of the Church of Fairchance, Pa. 
While he was pastor, the frontage of the church property was paved and improved; the parish 
house was completed and furnished. In June of 1918, he built a 16 ft. addition, giving the church 
a small tower and a choir loft.

In this same June of 1918, the Most Reverend Bishop Regis Canevin issued the following docu- 
ment: "Since the English speaking Catholics of Fairchance and the surrounding territory are 
too far distant from St. John's Parish Church at Uniontown, Pa., to attend Mass and receive the 
Sacraments there without great inconvenience, and since the Rev. Bernard P. Kenna, pastor of 
St. John's, Uniontown, has resigned the pastoral charge of a portion of his parish South and 
South East of Uniontown, including Fairchance, Elliottsville, Gibbons Glade and Markleysburg 
and the territory adjacent to them; therefore, with the approval of the diocesan consultors, we 
do hereby separate from St. John's Parish, Uniontown, all that territory lying South and South 
West of a line drawn East and West through Fayette County and crossing the Baltimore and 
Ohio R.R., one fourth of a mile South of Brownfield Station.

"The Territory aforesaid and the people residing in it are placed under the pastoral care of the 
pastor of Fairchance. It is not the intention to change in any way the present limits of the pari- 
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shes of St. Joseph or St. Mary's, Uniontown."

Father Trefny was transferred in August of 1922 to St. Procopius Church, New Salem, Pa.

Father John Dunovsky succeeded Father Trefny. Gradually, the parish grew in proportion, and 
the old wooden structure became too small to accommodate the parishioners. Two Masses 
every Sunday were insufficient. A new and a larger church was necessary. Everyone saw this 
need. With the Bishop's permission, the building of the new edifice was started in 1925, and, 
on September 13th of the same year, the cornerstone was laid.

The beautiful structure that is S.S. Cyril and Methodius Church today was completed in 1926. 
In August of the same year, Rt. Rev. Hugh C. Boyle, Bishop of the Pittsburgh Diocese, came to 
Fairchance to bless the new imposing church that is a credit and a tribute to the people of Fair-
chance. The cost of the building was approximately $85,000. A mortage of $45,000 was drawn.

Shortly after the dedication of the church, difficult times set in. Slowly, one plant after another 
closed down. Everything was idle. With no prospect of work, many people left the territory, 
reluctantly. Unemployment compensation and relief were unknown terms in those days. What 
followed is familiar history. Mines and coke ovens and other plants shut down. The de¬pression 
was on. Financial support was impossible. The banks closed. The future was uncertain. There 
were the nightmarish debts. And the people were in a sad plight. Father John Dunovsky failed 
in health and grew worse. He died in 1931, on the day he was to have celebrated the Silver 
Anniversary of his ordination.

For three months the parish was without a pas¬tor. During this interim, the parish was cared 
for by the Benedictine Fathers from St. Vincent's Seminary, Latrobe, Pa. Then, on January 21st, 
1932, the Rev. Thomas B. Harnyak was sent as pastor to Fairchance. On assuming his duties, he 
realized that the future was not a bright one. It was a challenge that required initiative and de-
termination, with faith and trust in God. A lesser man might have despaired. For lack of means, 
everything seemed to have fallen into disrepair. Much needed to be done. Many things were 
wanting in the Church and in the rectory. Repairs had to be made everywhere. The interior of 
the Church was incomplete. Twenty ordinary old benches were added to the old pews, which did 
not enhance the beauty within. For side altars, ordinary flower stands were used with a statue 
on them. Unpainted walls and plain storm glass windows looked unbecoming to the House of 
God. The only furnishing befitting the place was the Main Altar.

The parish house was in a deplorable condition due to dampness and coldness, because of water 
seepage and poor heating system. On top of all this came demands for payments of interest on 
the tremendous mortgage, amounting to nearly $1,000, and this with very little money in the 
treasury. The Sunday collection of $20.00 was far from cheering and encouraging. The Bishop 
came to his assistance. But this help was short-lived. With mines closed and unemployment 
rampant, the Fairchance Bank out of business and collections at low ebb, financial obligations 
had to be met.
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 In spite of obstacles, there was good will and willingness on the part of the parishioners. 
There was teamwork between the Church Committee and various parochial organizations that 
found ways and means of raising funds in one form or another. Different types of entertainment 
and raffles were held. Only small amounts were made at these affairs, but these small amounts 
grew in size with which bills were gradually paid. The debt began diminishing. There was the 
spirit of constant cooperation. The picture was changing and becoming brighter. Improvements 
began to appear everywhere. Collections were improving as working conditions began to show 
signs of life. The rate of interest on the loan was reduced. The owners of the second mortgage 
made a compromise deal for spot cash in which the parish saved about $9,000. In August of 
1947, the debt of the parish was completely cleared. On Sunday, November 23rd, 1947, was a 
happy and memorable day for the parish… the Burning of the Mortgage.

In July of 1948 after 16 years of service in Fairchance, Father Harnyak was transferred to St. 
Rita's in Whitaker, Pa., and was succeeded by the Rev. Anthony G. Hardy, stationed at Holy 
Trinity, Ford City, Pa.

With the making of the last payment on the debt the much overdue plans for the major repairs 
on the Church and parish property became the task for Fr. Hardy and the parishioners with only 
a small sum of money within the Church treasury.

Calling upon the good-will of the parishioners, Father Hardy initiated the first step of the repair 
program by replacing the roofs on the Church sacristy and sanctuary to combat the rain and 
winter storms which caused a great deal of damage to the ceiling within the interior of the 
Church. The entire roof was checked for repairs and the water spouts put in good shape.

Then came the "pointing" of the brick-exterior of the Church so that the outside brick-wall would 
withstand the rain and snow storms. Meanwhile, volunteers from the parish took over the 
painting of the woodwork of all the parish buildings. At the same time, they removed the large 
trees near the parish buildings which were clogging the sewage and water lines with their roots.

A new electrical system was installed in the parish house as well as the Church basement hall 
as renovations were being made in the parish rectory and the church proper. A kitchen was 
completed in the church basement hall for use during the social functions of the parish. With 
all of these new facilities, a portion of the church lots were black-topped to provide a large 
parking area to accommodate the increased church-goers and visitors. Concrete walks, steps 
and walls were erected for the good of the parish traffic.

With all these improvements in line, the parishioners responded with Church attendance and 
Church contributions. The parish societies took over the social activities, and the facilities of the 
new kitchen were put into much usage. The money accumulated was set aside in U. S. Treasury 
Bonds to increase the church treasury as plans were being made to renovate the interior of the 
Church in readiness for the Golden Jubilee of the parish in 1960. With a comfortable treasury, 
the entire parish was well pleased with the goals achieved in such a short space of years. As 
plans were being set for the Church renovation, and the new electrical system was in the pro-
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cess of being installed for the new lighting system, it was announced that Fr. Hardy was to be 
transferred to St. Mary's, Leckrone, Pa., as the new pastor there. Fr. Hardy was replaced by 
the present pastor, the Rev. John F. Kaczmarczyk from St. Michael's Church in Glen Campbell, 
Pa., Indiana County.

A very extensive remodeling program immediately began in the church, rectory and on the 
grounds. Spurred by the coming Jubilee, the faithful gave their whole-hearted co-operation. 
The parish organizations began assigning themselves projects to raise money to purchase 
articles in the church and offer them as memorials. Individual persons and families purchased 
memorials as lasting remembrance to themselves or their loved ones. In this way, the church 
was completely remodeled. New file floor was laid throughout the church and sanctuary; 
modern lighting system installed; new confessionals built; new Stations of the Cross; new 
Sanctuary Cross; altar Crucifixes were donated by individual members of the parish; new Com-
munion Rail; interior of the church painted and decorated; statues repaired and repainted; 
marble statues of our Patron Saints were imported from Italy and placed above 1he doorway 
entrance. Money is being raised by the Holy Name Society for the purchase of new pews. 
The heating system and air-conditioning in the church had been a problem for many years. It 
brought about much discomfort to all concerned. The heating system has been finally solved, 
and the air-conditioning was in more than the planning stage at the time of this writing. New 
and modern restrooms were provided for the parishioners in the basement of the church. 
Many were the improvements in the rectory and the grounds.

Much has been written about improvements, remodeling and solving problems that brought 
about cures for our discomfort. However, the greatest achievement was in what is now known 
as the "Saturday Catechism Class." Until the year 1958 inclusive, classes were held in at least 5 
different sections of the parish and on a variety of days. Few children attended these classes. 
At most 130 —totalling all five centers. Beginning with 1959, the church hall was partitioned 
with portable sections. Two buses were chartered to pick up children at many sections of the 
parish. This system brought a total of 260 children that attended regularly. A single system of 
teaching was introduced and a teaching staff of 2 priests, 3 nuns and 2 lay teachers combining 
their efforts produced remarkable results. This in itself has brought a beautiful transformation 
in the children, warm closeness of the children to their God and Church. If nothing else has 
been achieved in the parish but this, it still should be considered as the most satisfying and 
rewarding work.

Many would say that it was the leadership of the pastor that brought about these wonderful 
results. On the contrary, it was total co-operation and generous response of the faithful pa-
rishioners; the suggestions and assistance of the Church Committee; and especially through 
God's blessings that all this was accomplished without any special burden upon anyone, and 
without going into any debt.

In counting our blessings we must not forget the number of wonderfully zealous and able 
assistants assigned to the parishes from the first assistant in 1944, Rev. Andrew Bjalabok, to 
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the present assistant, Rev. Anthony A. Wozniak. The work of a zealous young priest always 
facilitates the work of a pastor. Combining their zeal, strength and talents in serving their God 
they can produce wonderful results among the souls committed to their care. S.S. Cyril & 
Methodius parish is grateful to God for the nine Assistant Pastors.


