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SAINTS PETER and PAUL Main Street, Arcadia, Penna. 15712 

 

It was Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, Creator of heaven and earth and all 

things visible, who chose a fisherman of Galilee named Peter and designated him as 

head of the Church- the family of Christ on earth. Jesus called Peter a rock on which 

He builds 'His church'. And after the Ascension of the Lord, this Peter leads the group 

of followers and helps form them into 'Christians', even to dying on the cross in Rome 

as his supreme act of fidelity to Jesus. 

It was this same Jesus who attracted a zealous Jew named Saul, who became an 

outstanding missionary in the early church. St. Paul converted hundreds, set up 

Christian communities, preached with fervor, and likewise gave supreme witness to 

the love of Christ as he was arrested, then beheaded in Rome. 

Both St. Peter, the first Pope, and St. Paul the great missionary, became foundation 

stones for the family of Jesus Christ on earth- the Church and are strong examples for 

faith in Jesus Christ. They became the patrons of the Roman Catholic parish in 

Arcadia, Pennsylvania with the Catholics of this small mining community in northern 

Indiana County were organized in 1905. And their contribution to the growth of the 

Church in this part of His Vineyard is hereby presented. 

Arcadia, Pennsylvania started as a neighborhood community because of the coal 

mines in the area.. Slovak native and Polish immigrants came for employment and 

better living conditions they experienced in their native countries of eastern Europe. 

They brought with them a strong faith and they desired to practice it here in the 'new 

country'. 

Located along Rt. 286, three miles south of Glen Campbell, Pennsylvania and 

about 10 miles east of Spangler & Barnesboro, Pennsylvania, and the early Catholics 

of Arcadia traveled to St. Michael’s Church in Glen Campbell for religious services. 

But their numbers grew and so did the desire for their own church. 

Main Street about 2 tenths of a mile off Rt. 286 in 1905. With a seating capacity of 

nearly 90, the parishioners gathered weekly for Holy Mass and the priest traveled 

from Glen Campbell for Confessions, Baptisms, weddings and funerals. Families 

grew in number and the children needed formal education. So, Rev. John Rokosz 



obtained the teaching services of the Franciscan Sisters of Bl. Kunegunda from 

Chicago in 1917 to educate over 129 pupils. 

Development and growth was generated provided by the work provided by coal 

mines of the area. Fifty families shortly became 120 families. And the school 

enrollment reached 189 pupils by 1921. Three sisters’ at first, then four staffed Ss. 

Peter and Paul School, and the parishioners were pleased and proud. With the newly 

appointed assistants at St. Michael's, Rev. Ladislaus Rokosz and Rev. Jacob Wrobel, 

the sister parish had even more spiritual attention and priestly guidance. And 

teaching Religion to the children in the school was provided by the priests. So strong 

was the zealous dedication and sacrifice that there were three vocations to the 

Priesthood and 8 to the Franciscan nuns. But, strikes in the coal fields and the Great 

Depression brought drastic change to Arcadia. 

The Franciscan Sisters of Bl. Kunegunda were founded in Chicago, Illinois in 1894 

by Mother Theresa Dudzik O.S.F.K. Well known for her concern for the elderly, 

orphaned and suffering, she is acclaimed as the 'Aposde of Mercy'. Her spiritual 

Daughters came to educate the children of Ss. Peter and Paul parish in 1917. Sr. 

Dionysia was the first Principal with Sister Methodia and two postulants later in 

community as Sr. Basil & Sr. M. Angela. In 'as God shall ordain' written by Sister Ann 

Marie - a History of the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago dated 1987, one learns that the 

129 children were first taught in the convent and in the nearby public school. A parish 

building was erected as the Sisters continued to teach up to 189 pupils in 1921. The 

strikes in the coal fields and the poor economic conditions resulted in the closing of 

the parish school in 1928 with 107 students enrolled. 

The little faith community of northern Indiana County responded to the dedication 

and sacrifices of the Sisters as eight young women of Ss. Peter and Paul parish 

joined them to become Franciscan nuns. 

Hundreds of little people were educated in the ways of the Gospel, the teachings 

of the Catholic church and required academic subjects of the time. The faith seeded 

in their hearts with Baptism and supported by good home life and Holy Mass and 

Sacraments molded generations of loyal parishioners. With the closing of the daily 

school and departure of the sisters, Catechetical instruction was continued every 

summer with the Felician Sisters until 1963. The school was turned into a parish hall 

and used as such until it, too, was dismantled. The convent, located across the street 



from the little white church was sold to private owners, but still stands on Main Street 

in Arcadia. Although extensive renovations to both the church exterior and interior 

meet the liturgical needs of Vatican II, the parish was closed in 1995 with 46 families. 

 


