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Saint Thomas Parish in Footedale is fifty years old. Where only farms concealing an untold acreage 
of coal and an intermittent sound of birds once gave glory to God, a parish has been raised to the 
heavens. Our Church and School are a magnificent achievement in this mining community, but in a 
truer sense they are a symbol, an act of a living faith. The quiet prayerful beauty of our sanctuary and 
church reflects the prayers and sacrifices — birth, death and a life of a generation of builders for the 
honor and glory of God and the salvation of souls. With rightful pride can our faithful parishioners 
contemplate the effect — but with humble gratitude to God, let us go back fifty years.
The early settlers were joined by many immigrants, who sought to earn a livelihood mining coal. A 
number of Catholics realized the need of a place to worship God. The formation of a new parish and 
the building of a new Catholic Church in Footedale was hailed by all. Hence, Saint Thomas Parish 
was founded May 7, 1901. The Frick Coal & Coke Company granted a ninety-nine year lease on 
the property on which our Church, School, Rectory and Convent now stand.
The Reverend John Jaskovits, appointed by the late Most Reverend Bishop Richard Phelan, was 
the first pastor of the infant congregation. The first mass was celebrated in one of the Frick Com-
pany-owned houses on Sunday, May 13, 1901. Almost immediately the men and women organized 
so that the great work of building Saint Thomas' might begin. The enthusiasm of these people for 
the success of Saint Thomas' is apparent in the support they rendered from the very beginning. The 
foundation of Saint Thomas' first Church, a frame building, was erected by Father Jaskovits, the first 
pastor. The corner stone was blessed on July 4, 1903 and services were conducted in the basement. 
Father Jaskovits, who was deeply loved by all, was transferred to Homestead, Pa.
Father Michael Orzechowski was appointed by Bishop Phelan to succeed Father Jaskovits. He 
completed the Church and it was dedicated on July 4, 1905 by the late Most Reverend Bishop Paul 
Rhode, Bishop of Green Bay, Wisconsin.
Father Ignatius Ostaszewski was pastor from 1905-1909. He erected the present rectory in July, 1906 
and the school and convent were opened the same year. Father Ostaszewski was esteemed by all. Al-
though he remained but four years, he succeeded with the assistance of Father Andrew Bejenkowski, 
the first assistant of the parish, to organize the following mission churches and administered spiritual 
help and comfort to the faithful in Saint Mary's Church, Cardale, Pa., from December 6, 1908 to July 
4, 1915; Saint Hedwig's Church, Brier Hill, Pa., from December 14, 1906 to September 9, 1909; 
Saint Casimer's Church, Keister, Pa., from August 9, 1906 to October 9, 1909. These missions were 
later made parishes. Father Ostaszewski was a man of great piety. While he was exceedingly kind 
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in dealing with individuals he was a pusher and forced his way through every difficulty. The fruits 
of his untiring efforts proved his religious leadership.
In 1909 the Most Reverend Regis Canevin appointed Father John Kopera as pastor of Saint Thomas 
Parish. He had charge of the parish for eight years. From the beginning Father Kopera continued the 
progressive work of his predecessor. The parish was at its peak at this time.
Father Andrew Bejenkowski was the assistant priest until he was made pastor of Saint Thomas' mis-
sion churches in Brier Hill, Pa., and Keister, Pa. Father John Wojciechowski served as an assistant 
from September 16, 1911 to August 11, 1912. Father Stanley Zmijewski, the present pastor of the 
Guardian Angel Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., was an assistant from October 5, 1912 to June 20, 1915.
A serious mishap befell the parish on Sunday afternoon, November 17, 1909 during Father Kopera's 
pastorate. Many members of the parish, with hearts filled with grief and tearful eyes, looked on as 
their Church was completely destroyed by fire. The origin of the fire was undetermined. But the faith 
of the people was undaunted. Services were conducted for a time in the school. The pastor, Father 
Kopera, and the parishioners immediately made plans to erect a new church. Being determined on 
a new Church, steps were taken for the erection of a more substantial church building, large enough 
to provide for the future expansion of the parish.
The work of building the foundation progressed so rapidly that the corner stone was laid and blessed 
on Sunday, July 17, 1910 by the Very Reverend Michael A. Lambing, who was assisted by a number 
of priests.
The new church, built on a typical Romanesque style, was constructed of buff brick covered with 
a red tile roof, and with beautiful stained glass windows. It was dedicated by a missionary priest, 
(he Rev. Charles Janowski, S. J., on Sunday, August 9, 1911. Temporary altars were erected and the 
present comfortable pews were installed. The interior and exterior of the new Church is beautiful, 
and its stained glass windows lend the proper atmosphere for prayer. It is well appointed in every 
regard and shows up well even today.
Father Kopera was a man of a very quiet disposition. He accomplished much in a spiritual and 
material way for the parish. He was transferred to the Holy Guardian Angel Parish, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
and the total debt at his de¬parture was a note for $1,700.00. Thus, the beautiful and majestic Saint 
Thomas Church erected forty years ago, is a monument to the memory of Father Kopera.
Father Anthony Baron succeeded Father Kopera. He was pastor from 1917 to 1925. The present 
altars, a used boiler to heat the Church and a used electric organ were installed with the aid of a 
loan from the Chancery. The parish found itself in dire financial need during his pastorate. Hence, 
a $1,000 loan was obtained from the Polish-American Beneficial Society. Saint Thomas parish was 
assessed $6,580 for the Educational Fund during Father Baron's pastorate. He led the church societies 
together in splendid fashion and gave the people every spiritual opportunity. He was transferred to 
Saint Mary's Parish, New Kensington, Pa., and the parish debt at his departure amounted to $10,780, 
including the Educational Assessment,
Father Robaczewski was in charge of the parish from 1925 to 1927.
Father Leo Buza, the only living former pastor, now in charge of Saint Ladislaus Parish, Natrona, Pa., 
next took up the reins of the parish from 1927 to 1939. He carried out the plans to which the parish 
had been accustomed. The depression years of the thirties and the general unemployment brought 
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new problems during his pastorate. He found it necessary to obtain a loan from Joseph Slowik, a 
parishioner. However, socials and entertainments of many forms were kept alive. He did much in a 
spiritual way and with the aid of Father Stanley Jurczyk, a temporary assistant, succeeded in having 
the interior of the Church painted during 1938. He was transferred from Saint Thomas Parish to Saint 
Hyacinth's Parish, Pittsburgh, Pa. The total debt of the congregation was $12,030.81. While far away 
in body, Father Buza's heart is still in Footedale, where he has a host of friends.
The present pastor of Saint Thomas, Father Stanley Gawronski, is the ninth pastor. He was appointed 
August 30, 1939. Father Gawronski gained the love and confidence of his people by his faithfulness 
to duty and his gen¬erous disposition. Before his arrival here, he was pastor of Holy Cross Church, 
Iselin, Pa., and its mission churches Saint Gertrude's, Mclntyre and Saint Anthony, Aultman, Pa., 
where he remained as pastor for fourteen and a half years. He observed the Silver Jubilee of his 
priesthood in Saint Thomas Church on July 2, 1947.
During his pastorate, with the cooperation and financial help of the parishioners, Father Gawronski 
succeeded in paying off all loans amounting to $4,200. He persuaded the members of the Polish-Amer-
ican Beneficial Society to relieve the congregation of the obligation of paying back the $1,000 note 
with due interest issued to Father Baron, when the Church was in financial need. The total amount 
$6,382.00 due for the Educational Fund was paid in full. Numerous repairs and improvements were 
made in and about the Church, school, convent and rectory without incurring any debt. The contract 
for painting the interior of the Church, the altars, the exterior wood work of the Church; the interior 
and exterior of the school was awarded by members of the Church Committee and the pastor, in 
preparation for the Golden Jubilee to A. J. Vater & Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. The repairing of the stained 
glass windows and installation of storm glass windows was awarded to Harold C. Welch, Manning-
ton, W. Va. The installation of the rubber tile floor in the sanctuary was awarded to the Standard 
Flooring Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. New electric lighting fixtures were installed throughout the Church. 
Fourteen efficient pendant lanterns were installed in the Church. The effect of the new arrangement 
is beautiful. The lighting fixtures are more artistic and the illumination is satisfactory. The contract 
was awarded to the State Electric Co., Pittsburgh, Pa.
The members of Saint Teresa's Guild presented the Church with a Golden Jubilee gift of $1,056.00 
defraying the expense of the installation of cushion kneelers throughout the Church. Saint Theresa's 
Guild has never failed the Church at any time. The members have always been a good example 
not only in leading others, but have been most active in a financial way. They take an active part in 
everything that goes on and are wonderful workers. They give a homelike touch to everything held 
for the parish and are quick to understand the needs of the Church. They all deserve golden stars for 
their sacrifices at the time of this Jubilee.
Father Gawronski did much both in a spiritual and financial way to guard the interests of the Church 
in the future. He feels very proud to be pastor of Saint Thomas Parish at the time of its Golden Jubilee 
and insisted among other things that a record of the parish achievements be put into book form for 
the occasion. He had heard very much about the loyalty and sacrifices made by the founders and 
members of the parish, and figured that such things must not be forgotten now, although many of 
the benefactors of the Church are gone to their rest.
It is the fond wish of the people that Father Gawronski will labor many years in Saint Thomas 
Parish, a mining community, where a truly apostolic work can be done. The membership of Saint 
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Thomas Parish is composed of coal miners, yet all the needs of men are seen here. Though every 
sickness and depression is felt here first, yet the heart of religion beats a lively tune still and people 
love their church.
The members of the parish believe that Father Gawronski has the heart to meet these situations and 
give the old parish a push which will carry it to still greater Jubilees.


