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  History of St. Stanislaus Parish,
  Diamond Jubilee 1898-1973 of.  St. Stanislaus Parish, 
  Calumet, PA. p. 8-12.  CAP at Orchard Lake.
 

In the rolling hills of Western Pennsylvania; in the County of Westmoreland; in Mt. Pleasant Town-
ship lies the village of Calumet where the parish of St. Stanislaus is located.
The early records of St. Stanislaus show that the parish began to be organized into a congregation 
under the leadership of Reverend Neil McNellis, then pastor of St. Joseph's Church, Mt. Pleasant, Pa.
For at least four years Mass was offered in a large house in Mammoth, Pennsylvania. The congre-
gation consisted of Poles, Slovaks, Germans, and Irish. Mr. William Kearns was the first person who 
went to see Reverend McNellis to build a church.
In 1894 a wooden church was constructed with the help of the parishioners. In the following years, 
the parish was without a permanent pastor, and hence, the church building began collapsing.
With the help of His Excellency, Bishop Phelan of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Reverend Joseph Wielgus 
was appointed the first resident pastor in 1898. Father Wielgus was born in 1862 in Poland; educated 
in Rome; ordained on December 22, 1895 and located immediately in the Diocese of Pittsburgh. The 
church structure was reinforced. The people rallied support to their new pastor and began furnish-
ing the church with pews, vestments, an organ and other objects needed for liturgical functions.
The present picture of St. Stanislaus in the sanctuary is an oil painting executed by Mr. John Gron-
dalczyk of Krakow, Poland. The picture was purchased for $150.00 and was imported from Poland.
On the 18th of September 1898, the church was solemnly dedicated under the patronage of St. 
Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr. With the permission of Bishop Phelan, Reverend J. Rychtarczy, pas-
tor of Visitation Parish, Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania performed the liturgical rite of dedication. The 
homily in the Polish and English languages was delivered by Reverend Cesar Tomaszewski, C. S. SP., 
pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The parish consisted of 300 families 
at the time of dedication.
A strong and lively faith of the people was demonstrated in the fact that in a short time the parish 
was able to accumulate several hundred of dollars for household furniture and the liquidation of 
the parish debt.
December 14, 1900 — Father Wielgus requested permission to buy four acres of ground adjacent 
to the church for a parish cemetery.
August 29, 1903 — Father Wielgus requested permission to build a school for $2,000. Classes be-
gan on September 1, 1904 in a spacious building. The staff included two lay teachers and Father 
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Wielgus, who taught catechism to 150 children in the Polish and Slovak languages. Mr. Kupkowski, 
the parish organist, also assisted.
November 5, 1904 — Almighty God calls to His eternal kingdom our beloved and zealous pastor, 
Father Joseph Wielgus, at the age of 42.
June 3, 1910 — In accordance with notices already sent you, the congregation at Mammoth has 
been divided and Reverend Father Matejscik has been appointed to organize a parish and build a 
church for the Slovaks at United, Penn¬sylvania.
YEAR 1911 — during the administration of Reverend L. Stec the parish school was closed.
September 4, 1912 — writings of Reverend F. Baczewski — "The school, which was carried for a 
number of years with some profit for the children, would be a pity to discontinue it at this time 
especially that in the vicinity we have no other school and the children are deprived of learning 
and religion. There are 96 children in the parish — 3/4 of whom are not able to read or write in 
any language up to the age of 15.
After investigating the matter, we are in such shape that St. Stanislaus parish can safely re-open the 
school and is able to pay the salary of two teachers".
July 26, 1919 — At the request of Reverend James Wrobel, the diocese grants permission to the 
Sisters of the Holy Ghost at Donora, Pennsylvania to staff St. Stanislaus school. The school was a 
two-story wooden structure with a slate roof. The initial enrollment was 90 pupils. During the next 
six years the enrollment increased to 165 pupils.
June 19, 1925 — the school was discontinued because the slacking work in this mining district 
induced people to abandon their homes. At the time of the closing of the school, there were 130 
pupils enrolled in eight grades. For a number of years the Sisters continued to teach Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine classes every summer. The Sisters traveled from Everson, Pa.
October 1927 — the church steeple is destroyed by a tornado.
March 2, 1940 — Reverend John Misiaszek requested permission to repair the school building as it 
was damaged severely by a storm. "Where there is no parish school, there is no future for the parish".
May 2, 1953 — Reverend Misiaszek requested permission to build a two-room school house. The 
building was used for C. C. D. classes.
YEAR 1962 — the present rectory was built by Reverend Francis Lesniak.
July 17, 1968 — permission is granted to Reverend John Conway to demolish the old parish hall.
August 5, 1973 — although St. Stanislaus Parish does not conduct its own parochial school, the 
parents and children are still interested in Catholic education. During the past year 12 students at-
tended St. Florian's School, United, Pa., and 2 students attended St. Pius X School, Mt. Pleasant, Pa. 
A consolidated Confraternity of Christian Doctrine Program is conducted with St. Florian's Parish. It 
is our hope that the number of children will increase, who will continue their education in the parish 
schools and even attend our diocesan high school, Greensburg Central Catholic, Greensburg, Pa.
Repairs are scheduled to be made in the church. The plans include re-plastering the sanctuary and 
replacing the interior and exterior doors. The side entrance will be renovated.
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PARISH STATISTICS
 1899 185 families or 1,260 souls
 1905 300 families or 2,800 souls
 1933 47 families or 300 souls
 1973 160 families or 609 souls
The records of the parish indicate during the past seventy-five years:
 3,475 persons received the Sacrament of Baptism 
 616 marriages were performed
 1,090 deaths are recorded

 FIRST BAPTISM
Anna Repiscak — born March 11, 1904, daughter of Andrew and Mary Repiscak baptized by Fr. 
Joseph Wielgus on March 20, 1904 Godparents: Thomas Kikla and Anna Lejawa

 FIRST MARRIAGE January 10, 1903
Andrew Repiscak, son of Andrew Repiscak and Sophie Dziadosz and Mary Lejawa, Daughter of 
Andrew and Mary Lejawa Witnesses: Martin and Nicholas Milan
 FIRST DEATH
John Wanituch, age 30, born in Austria Died May 5, 1900

 PRESENT
The oldest living parishioner is Mr. John Brown, Sr., age 95 years old.
Although the parish is comprised of several nationalities, the parishioners and friends gather together 
on Sunday as brothers and sisters in Christ to sing devoutly in the English and Polish languages the 
praises to God from Whom all blessings flow.

 SOURCES OF INFORMATION
1. Father Kruszka, "History of the Poles in America", published 1900, pp. 146-147.
2. "History of the Polish Parishes of the Diocese of Pittsburgh" St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish,  
 Pittsburgh, Pa., published 1901, pp. 58-59.
3. St. Stanislaus Golden Jubilee Booklet, Commercial Printing Co., Springdale, Pa. 1950, pp. 9-10.
4. Archives, Diocese of Greensburg, Chancery Office, Greensburg, Pa.
5. Chronicles of the Sisters of the Holy Ghost.
6. Letter, dated July 3, 1973, from Sister Immaculata, General Superior of the Sisters of the  
 Holy Ghost.
7. Registers of St. Stanislaus Parish, Calumet, Pa.
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 PASTORS OF ST. STANISLAUS PARISH
1899  Rev. Joseph Wielgus
1904 Rev. J. Luniewski
1910 Rev. Michael Krupiński
1911 Rev. L. Stec
1912 Rev. F. Baczewski
1914 Rev. John Supinski
1918 Rev. Jacob Wrobel
1935 Rev. Peter J. Rendzimiak
1937 Rev. John Misiaszek
1960 Rev. Francis M. Lesniak
1966 Rev. John L. Conway
1972 Rev. William M. Gavron
1972 Rev. Thomas A. Stanek

 VOCATIONS
Rev. Stanislaus J. Fronczek 
St. M. Bernadette Suski, C.H.G.
St. M. Gertrude Kozlowski, C.H.G.
St. M. Ignatia Komperda, C.H.G. 
St. M. Vincentia Miscovich, S.M.I.C.
St. M. Agatha Price, C.S.F.N.


