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The history of St. Michael's parish of Glen Campbell, Pennsylvania, begins about 1890 with the 
immigration of the Polish and Slovak colonies from their mother countries. These poverty-stricken 
people had come to America to seek a better existence of which they were deprived in their home-
land because of wars, persecutions and hard living conditions.
The Catholic population in this small locality grew very rapidly, and before long these settlers, being 
of deep religious conviction, soon fell the need for a place of worship and public prayer.
There was a church in Punxsutawney and Spangler. To get to these little towns was difficult on account 
of the muddy roads and the distance, which was about 18 miles. These inconveniences instilled the 
desire to have a home of worship within the immediate locality where they would gather and fulfill 
their religious obligations of hearing Mass on Sundays and receiving the Sacraments. Of their own 
free will, they began gathering on Sunday for public prayer at the home of George Bienowicz, in 
Glen Campbell, where prayer was led by John Huga. They gathered here for about a year. From their 
offerings they were able to bring Father Wienker from Punxsutawney once a year so that they could 
make their Easter duty. Soon, by making greater sacrifices, they were able to have him four times a 
year. He had many duties and his only means of traveling was on bicycle. He spoke few languages, 
and it is said that he was the builder of 19 churches. Truly he was the apostle of this territory.
The attendance at these public prayers on Sunday increased to such an extent that they were soon 
forced to seek a larger gathering place to practice their religion. In Rickersdale a large house, owned 
by Phillip Bendera, was rented. This served as a temporary church.
In 1894, after four long years of seeking more frequent religious attention, Father Wienker made 
it a habit of coming once a month. A suggestion made by Father Wienker prompted the faithful 
to undertake the building of a new church. The first collection for the new church brought them 
$350.00. The collectors were Ludwig Gach, Andrew Harcarik and Joseph Pawloski. Through the ef-
forts of Fr. Wienker, property for the church was donated in the center of the town by the Glenwood 
Coal Company. However, it occurred to them that this was not the center of the parish, therefore 
it would not be wise to build in that locality. Property was donated by H. E. Clarke on the west side 
which is the present site of the church.
In the year 1900, having $600.00 in the treasury, the construction of a church building was begun, 
which is the first floor of our present structure. It was debated as to who would be the Patron Saint of 
this newly organized parish. The Slovak people wanted St. George, and the Polish members wanted St. 
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Joseph. This matter was settled upon the suggestion of Father Zubrycki of Adrian, Pennsylvania, that 
the Patron Saint should be the one on whose feast day the cornerstone would be laid. This pleased 
all concerned, and it was decided that on September 29, 1901, the ceremonies of the blessing of 
the cornerstone would be held. This was the feast day of St. Michael, therefore this congregation 
was placed under the Patronage of St. Michael Archangel. From this day, the Rickersdale property 
was abandoned, and the people met in their newly constructed church in Glen Campbell, Pa.
They now decided to seek a resident pastor. A committee of Stanislaus Pawloski, John Gach, Andrew 
Foltak and Peter Martin were delegated to visit the Bishop in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. They asked 
him to appoint a pastor to their organized parish. The bishop promised that as soon as the opportu-
nity would arrive he would send them a priest who would speak the Slovak 01 the Polish language.
They did not wait very long. The hearts of the people were filled with joy on the arrival of Rev. John 
Kopera as their first newly appointed pastor. This was in May of 1903. However, his stay was short. 
He kit in November of the same year. During his short stay, the property for the cemetery which is 
situated between Glen Campbell and Hooverhurst was purchased.
His successor, Rev. John Adamowski, remained pastor here for little over two years. During his slay 
various articles for the religious services in the church such as vestments, statues and candelabra 
were purchased. This was chiefly done through the donations of the individuals and Polish and 
Slovak Societies.
After Father Adamowski followed Father Stephen R. Banasiewicz who remained pastor here until 
August, 1907, one and a half years.
In 1907 a newly ordained priest, Rev. John Wasyliszyn, was appointed pastor. He was a zealous and 
very energetic priest. During his pastorate, the church was extended 20 feet. The super structure 
was built; new altars were purchased; pews were installed and the bell placed in the tower which 
called the faithful 011 Sundays and Holy Days of obligation to worship.
After 5 years, laboring zealously in this parish, much to the regret and sorrow of the parishioners, 
Father Wasyliszyn Mas appointed in 1912 as pastor to New Castle. In the months that followed, 
there were not many changes made in the parish.
In 11 1913 Rev. John Rokosz took charge as pastor. During his time the parish soared to its greatest 
heights, not only materially but spiritually.
Having the confidence and cooperation of his parishioners he was able to wipe out the debt under 
which the parish labored for 20 years. The first floor of the church was remodeled. In the rear a 
boiler room was made which provided heat for the church, school and convent. In the front, two 
classrooms were made, where about 75 children received instructions under the direction of Sisters 
of St. Francis, who arrived from Chicago in 1917. The former rectory served as a convent for the 
sisters.
This same year the mission church in Arcadia had begun its parochial school. The number of fami-
lies in each parish had increased so enormously that one Mass on Sunday in either church was not 
sufficient. It was necessary to call 011 outside help. For a while, Fr. Wrobel and Fr. Kulpa helped 
out as assistants and in July, 1922, a permanent assistant, Fr. Walter Rokosz, a brother of Fr. John 
Rokosz, was appointed. The work was well divided. Mass was said every day in both places and 
two Masses on Sunday.
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The growth of the parish, however, did not go 011 for long. In 1924, the larger coal mines were 
closing down. The people, because ol lack of work, began moving out. and in May of the same year 
Fr. John Rokosz received a promotion to a parish in Uniontown, and Fr. Walter Rokosz became an 
assistant in Pittsburgh. In their place Fr. Maryan Rosenthal was appointed.
About this time two-thirds of the people had moved out. In 1928, after ten years existence, the 
parish schools had to be discontinued, not because of lack of funds, but lack of children.
However, the improvements in and about the church and rectory had continued during the pastor-
ship of Fr. Rosenthal. A new roof was put on the church, the interior of the church was painted at a 
cost of $1200.00 and the pews and altars were renewed gratis. In the following year all the buildings 
were painted. The adoring angels on the sides of the main altar were purchased. Inlaid linoleum 
was put in the aisles of the church. A new lighting system was installed. The property around the 
church was improved by the planting of trees and seeding of grass. Work had also been done in the 
cemetery. Practically all this work had been done by Fr. Rosenthal and his parishioners. Fr. Rosenthal, 
being a handy man with tools, had made many improvements himself in the rectory and the church.
The parish had no place for social activities. In 1934, a lot 60'x60' was purchased from the Androsky 
family for the purpose of building a hall.
An old building donated by Clarke was dismantled, and the wood and other materials were used 
in the construction of the parish hall, which was completed in 1935. On July 20 of that same year 
the first entertainment was held.
The following year it was decided to put brick siding on the church rather than to paint it. Fr. Rosen-
thal remained here longer than any other priest. His sixteen years were years of progress. In 1940, 
the Bishop appointed Fr. Rosenthal to Luzerne Mines in Indiana County and he was succeeded by 
Fr. Stanislaus Anuskiewicz. 
During his five years not much could be done in improvements because of World War II. Although 
money was plentiful, material and labor were scarce. In 1945 Fr. Anuskiewicz received a promotion 
to Ford City, Pennsylvania, and his place was taken by Rev. John Kaczmarczyk, the present pastor.
In viewing his new appointment many things were found in dire need of repair. For this undertaking 
it was necessary to have full cooperation of the parishioners. After talking this matter over with the 
church committee, which consisted of John Misenick, Joseph Costo and Michael Kraynak, it was 
decided that in spite of lack of finances the work could still be done.
The repairs of the church and rectory would exceed the sum of S3.000.00. The fact that the Golden 
Jubilee was soon to be celebrated in this parish made it necessary to start the job immediately.
Prompted by the zeal of their forefathers the parishioners cooperated fully in the work that lay 
before them. Although there were only sixty families, the project was started. The most urgent 
repairs were started immediately. The sanctuary was enlarged; the altars were raised; the walls 
and ceiling received a new coat of paint. The steps to the choir loft were removed from the aisle to 
the vestibule, permitting more space for procession. A baptistery was also built in the rear of the 
church. The pulpit was taken out of the sanctuary because it obstructed the vision of practically 
half of the gospel side of the altar. A lectern was made from the old pulpit by Mr. Siboda of Arcadia, 
Pennsylvania. A rubber tile floor was laid in the sanctuary and sacristies, and soil 'rubber cushions 
were placed on the kneelers of each pew. When this work was completed, the Pitt Art Decorators 
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under the management of Mr. Naidenoff were engaged to paint and decorate the church and the 
altars. The pews Mere also revarnished.
The good parishioners beautified the church by donating as memorials
various articles as Stations of the Cross, a wrought iron communion rail, fireproof tabernacle, the 
standing angels in the rear of the church, and a statue of St. John the Baptist. The danger of a fire 
hazard was diminished by installing a new modern lighting system. This entire remodeling of the 
interior of the edifice was completed in time for Forty Hours Devotion which was held in September, 
1947. Concurrently the necessary remodeling was done in the rectory.
The old heating system, which proved to be unsatisfactory, was replaced with a modern system. 
This was in 1948. A furnace was also installed in the parish hall.
The interest which had been shown in the remodeling of the interior of the church was so gratifying 
that, when a remark was made on making improvements on the exterior, the idea was well received 
by all parishioners. The first thing to be clone was to build a new wall, for the original one built of 
field stone was crumbling.
A committee was formed to assume responsibilities for obtaining machinery and materials, if possi-
ble without cost, as the funds were limited. The committee was composed of Louis Carino, Joseph 
Cosio, Albert Yakimowicz and Michael Kraynak. Men were asked to volunteer their labor and again 
it was gratifying to see the number that responded.
Through the efforts of the committee and volunteers large stones were collected and hauled from 
all the old foundations that could be located in this territory. It is estimated that twenty-live truck-
loads of this stone were hauled. The cost of this was ten dollars.
A stone mason was engaged to erect in a workmanship manner a stone wall. All the help needed 
for the building of this wall, such as digging the foundation, pouring cement, mixing of mortar, was 
done by the volunteer laborers of the parish.
Twenty-five tons of cement and fifty-five tons of sand were used to build the wall which is almost 
two hundred feet long, eight feet high on one end and five feet high on the other, and for the steps 
which are ten feet wide.
Today with pride we look upon this wall constructed in front of the church edifice, and on the 
concrete steps which lead to the entrance of our property, and also on the electrically illuminated 
sidewalks surrounding our building. This is a testimony of the willingness, cooperation and good 
work of our parishioners.
An outdoor weatherproof statue of St. Michael Archangel, patron saint of this church, erected on 
the stone pedestal, is the gift of the Rosary Society. The statue, which is made of white concrete, 
weighs 1400 pounds.
The property was landscaped. The large trees overcrowding the church and rectory were cut out. 
Shrubbery and grass were planted. The church was truly taken out of the wilderness.
The church steeple was repaired. The brick portals to the entrance of the church are artistically 
constructed.
On this happy day we raise our heart with a sincere prayer to our Patron Saint: St. Michael the 
Archangel, defend us in battle; be our protection against the malice and snares of the devil. We 
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humbly beseech Thee, O God, to command him; and do Thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by 
the divine power thrust into hell Satan and the other evil spirits who roam through the world 
seeking the destruction of souls. Amen.

RESIDENT PASTORS OF ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH DURING THE PAST 50 YEARS
Very Rev. C. Wienker, Missionary - 1894-1903
Rev. John Kopera  - 1903-1906
Rev. Jan Adamowski - 1906-1907
Rev. S. R. Banasiewicz - 1907-1912
Rev. John Wasyliszyn  - 1912
Rev. Jan. Andrzejewski - 1912-1913
Rev. Apolinary Tyszka - 1913
Rev. A. Garstka  - 1913
Rev. John Rokosz - 1913-1924
Rev. Jacob Wrobel, Assistant 
Rev. Ladislaus Rokosz, Assistant
Rev. Maryan Rosenthal - 1924-1940
Rev. Stanislaus F. Anuszkiewicz - 1910-1945
Rev. John F. Kazmarczyk, Present Pastor - 1945-


