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  History of All Saints Parish, East Vandergrift, PA.
  Parish Memoir. Sr. M. Halina, Fel. OSF.  
  CAP at Orchard Lake, rpis.

The parish of All Saints' of East Vandergrift, Pennsylvania, was founded January 1, 1922. During 
its organization the parish faced many difficulties; however, the pioneers were not disheartened 
by them. At a meeting of all the Poles of St. Gertrude's Parish, East Vandergrift, Pennsylvania, 
convoked by the Reverend Sigismund Szydłowski, O.S.B., it was decided that the erection of the 
church would be undertaken.

Thanks to the members of the Polish National Alliance Gr. 791 who offered the services of their 
Hall, the parishioners were able to hear Mass and attend services there temporarily. Church 
vestments and a monstrance were purchased by the Polish National Alliance - Gr. 1493. In the 
midst of these advancements its founder, the Rev. Sigismund Szydłowski died while in retreat 
at the Convent of St. Vincent, Latrobe, Pennsylvania. He was succeeded by the Rev. J. Herde-
gen, who directed the erection of the church. Within two years All Saints Church was solemnly 
blessed by the Rev. Abbot Aurelius Stehle, O.S.B., on June 29, I92I4.

The Benedictine Fathers were in charge of the parish from 1922 to 1937. Several of the Fathers 
who were pastors, weren’t Polish-speaking priests; consequently, services were not con¬duct-
ed in this language. This was a serious problem for the parishioners who wished to have their 
children preserve the national language of their forebears. They presented this problem to the 
Ordinary, the Most Rev. Hugh C. Boyle, who appointed the Rev. A. Krajewski as Pastor. Having 
executed the duties of this office for seven months, he was succeeded by the Rev. E.P. Sierocki, 
Pastor of the parish since 1957. The members of the parish cooperated in the development of 
the parish for the glory of God and the common Good.

Realizing the need of a rectory, the Rev. E, Sierocki spent time and effort to realize the purchase 
of the same in 1938.

Living faith and patriotism motivated the establishment of All Saints Parish. Living faith and love 
of national tradition developed the parish subsequently. It took a period of twenty-five years to 
develop the parish and organize various societies, religious as well as secular, within the parish.
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 The Religious Societies are:

1. The Holy Name Society
2. The Society of Mothers of the Holy Rosary . 
3. The Young Ladies' Sodality.
4. The Children of Mary
5. The Goodwill Ladies Club (or Charitable Circle)
6. The Choral Group of St. Cecilia, Senior and Junior Groups 
7. The Altar Boys Society

 The Secular Organizations are:

1. The Polish National Alliance - Division (Gmina) 124.
2. The Polish National Alliance - Gr. 791 . 
3. The Polish National Alliance ~ Gr. 1493.
4. Ladies' Polish National Alliance - Gr. 1868 . 
5. The Polish Club
6. P.R.C.U. Society of St. Michael the Archangel - No. 1039 . 
7. Polish Falcons of America - Nest 539 . 
8. The Polish Corporation
9. The Catholic League 
10. Westmoreland County Welfare Association

168 parishioners served in the service of the country; 160 men and 8 women.

The Society of Mothers of the Holy Rosary. This Society at All Saints Parish in East Vandergrift, 
Pennsylvania, was organized January 13, 1955 by the Rev. Anselm Postel, O.S.B.

At present the Committee enlists 75 members and holds quarterly meetings in the hall under 
the Church. The members pay ten cents a month, fl.20 annually. The Society offers flowers and 
Masses for the deceased members and Low Masses for those who are ill. In case of death the 
members of the society assemble and recite the rosary near the corpse of the deceased and 
participate in the funeral.

On the First Friday of each month a Mass is offered to the Sacred Heart of Jesus for the inten-
tion of the members. Likewise, every Sunday at 10 o'clock in the morning the rosary is recited 
in common by those present.

The Society participates in the Easter, Christmas, and the Forty Hour Devotions processions. 
The members are obliged to receive the Sacraments quarterly - every 3 months. They submit 
offerings for flowers for all ceremonies and feasts of the Church and aid the Church when 
extraordinary sacrifices are demanded. The Society has often made a purchase in the line of 
necessities for the Church.

The Holy Name Society. The Holy Name Society, despite its meager income willingly patronizes 
Polish-National and Catholic matters. It accepts new members at a fee of ten cents a month. 
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Quarterly meetings are conducted in the hall under the Church.

The duties of the members follow:

1.  Labor for the glory of the Holy Name and instruct all those ignorant about Him.

2. Never utter the name of Jesus without deference.

3. Avoid cursing, perjury, and unfitting speech. Influence your neighbors, so that they, too, 
would avoid all use of the name of God and His Saints in cursing, that they would refrain 
from indecent speech.

4. Admonish those who blaspheme or speak indecently in your presence; do this sincerely, 
prudently, and intelligently.

5.  Co all in your power so that the members would observe Sunday as a Holyday.

6.  Regularly attend all the meetings and receive the Sacraments at the appointed, time. 
Every person, as far as it is possible, should strive to fulfill sincerely these obligations.

A Mass is offered once a month for the intention of material and spiritual needs of the members. 
In brief, the aim of the Holy Same Society is the universal propagation of Catholicism and the 
profitable fulfillment of undertaken projects, approved by the Ecclesiastical superiors.

The Young Ladies1 Sodality and The Children of Mary are two separate societies. Younger girls of 
school age are called "The Children of Mary", whereas the elderly assume the name of "Young 
Ladies’ Sodality." They entrust themselves to the particular care of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, 
choosing Her as their Patroness, Advocate, Mistress, and Mother. They desire to follow in her 
steps and imitate Her virtues, so that by this they might obtain the grace of perseverance In this 
life, merit graces, and thus become the children of God for all eternity. Their task is to perfect 
and sanctify souls through honor and love for the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The older girls sponsor the "Silvester Ball" every year, drown the Mother of God during the 
month of May, and receive Holy Communion on the second Sunday of each month. They have 
their meetings on the second Tuesday of every month. The members also attend conferences 
and arrange many doings for the benefit of the Church and their organization.

The Children of Mary have their monthly meetings on every second Sunday of the month at 2 
o'clock in the afternoon. The youth at the parish work energetically under the guidance of Mrs. 
Theresa Harenska.

The Choral Group. Ever since its establishment the St. Cecilia1 Choir consists both of elderly 
and young men and women as well as of school children. Without the choir, the parish would 
not be a Polish parish. Christmas, Resurrection, Forty Hours Devotions, and other feasts have 
their respective enhancing customs and ceremonies, approved by the Holy See; in addition, 
the Easter and Lenten songs, the Lamentations, and Christmas carols, etc. can be perceived and 
rendered only by a Pole who is profoundly religious and artistic. Polish hymns are sung before 
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and after devotions. During the prime Mass on Sundays the children sing Polish hymns. The 
High Mass is sung in accordance with the rules and mandates of the Most Reverend Bishop and 
fee Committee of Music. For a small parish St. Cecilia's Choir at the All Saints Parish possesses 
well-trained singers. The conductor of the choir and organist is Mrs. Therosa Harenska.

Goodwill Ladles' Club, comprises young married ladies of the All Saints Parish. This association 
is recent, but Is very active and reaps abundant fruit. It was organized May 9, 1946 and consists 
of 22 members. The ladies successfully sponsored a weekly Bazaar, Bingo, and Ball. Additionally, 
they aided other societies, such as, the Actor Boys and the Children of Mary.

The Club officially represents and sends delegates to the Westmoreland County Welfare Associ-
ation and the Catholic League. The Association takes interest in matters concerning the Church, 
humanity, and society. A great task is foreseen for this organization.

The Polish National Alliance – gr. 791. A similar faith and ideals united the first emigrants in 
common effort for God and Country. They did not refrain from sacrifice for Divine and ho- 
norable aims. Parishes have been established, and with them, societies and associations both 
ecclesiastical and national. In certain localities first the parish was established and then various 
organizations; in other settlements again, the organizations were an impetus to the establishment 
of a parish. Thus it was in East Vandergrift, Pa. The faith of the members of the Stephen Czarnecki 
Society of the Polish National Alliance - Gr. 791 contributed immensely to the '"Organization of 
a Polish Roman Catholic Parish in that locality. In many Polish localities there exists a fear that 
the younger generation lacks interest in matters concerning Poland; however, it is not so with 
Group 791 of the Polish National Alliance, for the elderly members retired passing down the 
offices to the younger set, the members of which conduct the activities of their organization 
very successfully. The organization consists of 229 elderly members and 65 minors. It possesses 
qualities which speak for the unity of both groups of the Alliance.

Sister Mary Halina, Fel,, O.S.F.


