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FOOTEDALE — Messages of peace from a saint and a pope were the dominant themes at the 
Mass of Welcome and Remembrance and Pastoral Installation that was celebrated at St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish’s Footedale worship site Sept. 21. 

Bishop Lawrence E. Brandt was the principal celebrant of the Mass to welcome people to the 
new parish and to formally install Father William G. Berkey as its first pastor. 

The parish was formed June 25 when Bishop Brandt accepted a recommendation to merge six 
parishes in western Fayette County—All Saints Parish, Masontown; Holy Rosary Parish, 
Republic; Madonna of Czestochowa Parish, Cardale; Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Leckrone; St. 
Procopius Parish, New Salem; and St. Thomas Parish, Footedale — into one new community 
with worship sites in Masontown and Footedale. 

Bishop Brandt named the parish in honor of Pope Francis, who took the saint’s name upon 
being elected pope in March. 

Wearing a stole with images of St. Francis and the Tau cross that is associated with the saint, 
Father Berkey said in his homily there is bad news with people still hurting and saddened by the 
decision that closed their former parishes, but there is good news in the person for whom the 
parish is named. 

Pope Francis is trying to bring a message of peace to the world, Father Berkey said. 

"Pope Francis believes in the mercy of a loving God and wants to bring the message to a 
wounded church," he said, echoing the words of Cardinal Timothy Dolan, archbishop of New 
York, in a recent interview. 

Father Berkey recalled an email he received from Bishop Anthony G. Bosco, two days before his 
death. 

"He wrote, ‘Bill, be a good shepherd,’" which is what Pope Francis is calling priests to do, Father 
Berkey said.  

Father Berkey recited the evening prayer of the Jesuits, the order into which Pope Francis was 
ordained: "What have I done for Christ; what am I going to do for Christ; what should I do for 
Christ?" 

He then posed the question to the parishioners, asking them to consider what they have done, 
are going to do and should do for St. Francis of Assisi Parish.  

"We must work together to build a community of faith," he said. 



Bishop Brandt opened his remarks after Communion by leading the assembly in the Prayer of 
St. Francis and said the prayer attributed to the new parish’s patron "challenges us to embrace 
a new and different reality, one that calls us to see our world in a different way, a way that may 
be more challenging than we at first may want to embrace." 

He then described the planning process — which began in 2006 and included meetings 
attended by 9,000 people — that led to the recent recommendation that he "very regretfully" 
accepted. 

"I know this is a very emotional moment for the people of the former parishes because 
Catholics identify with their parish church and their parish as they do with no other entity," 
Bishop Brandt said. 

"Closing a parish can be compared, I think, to a death in the family," he said. "And so at this 
keenly felt time of loss, I, your bishop, want to be here with you, to tell you that I want to 
support you in your grieving by helping you get through it; to tell you that I care; to tell you that 
I want to help welcome you formally into your new family of faith to be comforted here by the 
prospects of a fuller future and a vibrant faith community ... ." 

He reminded them that in the celebration of the Eucharist, Catholics become "literally blood 
brothers and sisters in the Lord." 

"For us, then, there is infinitely much more which unites us than ever separated us," Bishop 
Brandt said. 

The parish has a "young, zealous, proven leader" in Father Berkey, Bishop Brandt said; and in 
Father James F. Petrovsky, senior priest active who has served for nearly three decades in 
Fayette County, the parish has someone who "knows the people and the area very well." 

He thanked the parishioners for "all the things you have done and will do in support of your 
new parish" and was given a warm round of applause when he concluded his remarks. 

During the Mass, Bishop Brandt read the decree naming Father Berkey pastor and presented 
him to the parishioners, who greeted him with applause. 

Bishop Brandt also introduced Father Petrovsky. 

At the presentation of the gifts during the Mass, Bishop Brandt accepted the sacramental 
records from the six parishes that were merged to form St. Francis of Assisi and presented them 
to the parish.  

He said this makes manifest that the founders and forebearers of those parishes "will continue 
to live on in our hearts through the cherished memory of their faith-filled generosity, hard work 
and commitment to their former parish" so their names will be memorialized at St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish and continue to inspire others. 

"And it is here that we can continue to pray for them as family, relatives, friends and 
benefactors," Bishop Brandt said. 

Bishop Brandt attended a post-Mass reception where he greeted and talked with parishioners. 



Approximately 20 people gathered peacefully across the street from the church before the 
Mass and held signs protesting the bishop’s decision to close and merge the six parishes to 
form St. Francis of Assisi Parish. 

Recourse has been made to the Vatican to have the bishop’s decision reversed. The Vatican has 
not yet acted on the recourse. 

The full text of Bishop Brandt’s remarks are in the bishop’s media center of the diocesan 
website, www.dioceseofgreensburg.org. 

All Saints Parish, Masontown 

Formed in 1908 by coal miners and factory workers, the former All Saints Parish was a mainstay 
in the Monongahela River community of Masontown for more than a century. 

The church and parish house were built in 1909 and dedicated the following April. The parish 
school was completed in March 1911. 

A convent for the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart and later the Vincentian Sisters of Charity 
who taught at the school was also completed that year. The convent closed in 1998 and was 
converted to the St. Benedict Learning Center. 

The parish’s All Saints High School was formed in 1929 and later renamed Father Kolb Memorial 
High in honor of former pastor Father Francis J. Kolb. The school closed in 1970 and was later 
dismantled. All Saints Regional School was closed in 2013. 

The parish’s cemetery, established in 1909, was enlarged in 1982. 

In 1988, a Marian shrine was constructed in front of the parish. The statue of Mary and Jesus is 
made of white marble that rests on a solid base and flower bed covered with Turkish grey 
marble. 

In 2001, a volunteer corps renovated a nearby, donated facility to serve as a social hall and 
gymnasium. The volunteers also created a grotto between the church and rectory that features 
a statue of St. Therese. 

The parish was partnered with Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in 2008. The Masontown 
church serves as one of the two worship sites for St. Francis of Assisi Parish.  

Holy Rosary Parish, Republic 

In 1905, approximately 100 houses were built for miners and their families by Republic Steel Co. 
after the company located an abundance of coal in Redstone Township. These families, mostly 
immigrants from central and southern Europe, turned to Father James Vocca in Uniontown for 
help in offering them a worship site. 

On May 24, 1911, Father Vocca, pastor of St. Therese Parish, established St. Callistus Church, a 
mission of the Uniontown parish. In July 1915, St. Callistus became Holy Rosary Parish. In 1916, 
Father George Malinak was appointed its pastor.  
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In 1922, work began on a new church during a miners’ strike. The church was completed in 
1924. The old church was converted to a school that was staffed by the Vincentian Sisters of 
Charity for 67 years until it closed in 2005. 

Ethnic traditions such as making oplatky, blessing Easter baskets and blessing homes during 
Epiphany continued through the years. 

In 1961, a $60,000 church renovation project began. The project included a new sanctuary, 
Stations of the Cross, confessionals and baptistery. 

A grotto constructed at the west side of the church was dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes in 
1991. 

The parish was partnered with the former Madonna of Czestochowa Parish, Cardale, in 2002.  

Madonna of Czestochowa Parish, Cardale 

Madonna of Czestochowa Parish started as St. Mary Parish in a frame church built in 1908 to 
serve families in the small coal mining community of Cardale in Fayette County. 

The church was a mission of St. Thomas Parish in Footedale prior to being designated a 
separate parish on July 4, 1915. 

Father Peter Glogodski was the first pastor. 

The cornerstone was laid on a new $250,000 modern cruciform-shaped church on a 33-acre site 
Oct. 10, 1965.  

The new edifice featured a traditional design with a contemporary touch. A Madonna statue, 
made in Italy, was placed outside the church. Interior statues were carved from wood from 
Germany. 

In August 1991, a transformer exploded and caused a fire that damaged the church. Parish 
events were moved to the former St. Albert Parish in Palmer while repairs were made. 

In 2002, Father Ronald J. Rutkowski, pastor, blessed the new entrance arch to the refurbished 
St. Mary Cemetery. 

The parish regularly held novenas to St. Anthony and traditional festivals that included religious 
devotions and processions through the streets of the community. 

The parish was partnered with the former Holy Rosary Parish, Republic, in 2002.  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Leckrone 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish was founded in 1902 in the coal country of rural western 
Fayette County when Father William J. Drum arrived in Leckrone to become the first pastor of 
St. Columbkill Parish, which served the Slovak families in the area. 

The cornerstone of the small frame church for what would become Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish was laid in 1903 on a 10-acre hillside, property that was donated by the H.C. Frick Coal 
Co. 



The original church was destroyed by fire in December 1907. While a new church was being 
built, Mass was celebrated in a nearby home, then at another building near the former church. 
The first Mass was celebrated in the new church on Christmas Day, 1912. 

In 1925, the old frame church was converted into a school, which was staffed by the Vincentian 
Sisters of Charity from Perrysville. The school closed in 1968. 

St. Mary Church at Gates, built in 1906 and served by priests from St. Thomas Parish, Footedale, 
became a mission of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in 1907. It would close in 1985. 

Numerous renovations were made to the church over the years, and a multi-purpose building 
with a social hall and religious education center was dedicated in 1977. 

In 2008, the parish was partnered with the former All Saints Parish in Masontown. On All Souls’ 
Day in 2011, a special Mass was celebrated to bless a new memorial garden at the Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Parish’s cemetery chapel. 

St. Procopius Parish, New Salem 

A desire by Slovak immigrants to hear Mass in their native language gave rise to St. Procopius 
Parish early in the 20th century. 

The Slovaks living in the small coal mining town formed a branch of the First Catholic Slovak 
Union in September 1900 then petitioned the Diocese of Pittsburgh for their own parish. They 
were denied the first time but granted permission when they made a second request. 

They purchased five acres of land on a hill in the New Salem town center from a local banker, 
and the parish later built its first wooden church and rectory. 

Newly-ordained Father Charles Janda was named pastor in July 1905. He celebrated the first 
Mass on Sept. 5, 1905, at the old mine rescue station in Buffington, where he also lived while 
the church and rectory were being built. Father Janda also celebrated Mass at company houses 
in the villages of Orient, Brier Hill and Republic. 

Parishioners chose to name their new church St. Procopius after a Bohemian saint. 

The first wooden structure was replaced by a brick one in 1913. The old church was then used 
for a parish school and staffed by the Vincentian Sisters of Charity. A new rectory was built, and 
the sisters lived in the former one. 

The convent and school were razed in 1969. Students transferred to Holy Rosary School in 
Republic, and the present parish center was built on the school site. 

A new roof was installed on the church in 1970. In May 1971, the sanctuary and interior of the 
church were damaged in a fire.  

The grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes was dedicated in August 1988. 

The parish was partnered with the former St. Thomas Parish, Footedale, in 1994.  

 



St. Thomas Parish, Footedale 

Coal miners who settled in the small rural community in Fayette County in the late 1800s 
chiseled the beginnings of St. Thomas (the Apostle) Parish. The parish was formed in May 1901, 
and construction of the first church started shortly afterwards on land leased from the H.C. 
Frick Coke Co. 

The first Mass was celebrated in one of the company houses later that year. Father John 
Jaskovits served as the first pastor. 

The original church, dedicated July 4, 1905, was destroyed by fire in 1909. A new church 
featuring a Romanesque style was constructed the following year and opened in August 1911. It 
is still called the "coal miners’ cathedral" by people in the area. 

Under the pastorate of Father Stanley Gawronski (1939-57), the church interior was renovated, 
and two rooms were added to the school building. 

In the 1970s, a number of renovations were made that included installation of stainless steel 
steeples and a new tile roof, improvements to the parish cemetery, and repairs to the organ. 

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Shrine at the parish was dedicated in 1982 in honor of the Polish priest 
and Nazi prisoner who was executed by the Germans at Auschwitz in 1941 after exchanging his 
life for that of a man with a wife and children. A Holocaust Expo Museum, the work of Fayette 
County veterans groups, is housed in the church’s basement. 

The parish was partnered with the former St. Procopius Parish, New Salem, in 1994. The 
Footedale church serves as one of the two worship sites for St. Francis of Assisi Parish.  
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