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The Church has been both the heart and the soul of every Polish American Community. No national 
group, perhaps, better exemplifies this truth than Saint Mary of Częstochowa Parish, New Kensing-
ton, Pennsylvania.
The development and growth of St. Mary's has proven a remarkable parallel to the history of this 
community. Although accounts of the actual beginnings have either passed into oblivion or have 
been shrouded in mystery, a great deal of parish history has been gleaned from the memories of the 
oldest and most renewed parishioners.
Early in the spring of 1891 a party of Pittsburgh business men, incorporated as The Burrell Improve-
ment Co., purchased the farms of Stephen Young and the Rev. Alex Young, located 23 miles from 
Pittsburgh along the Allegheny River in Westmoreland County. Lots were immediately sold and the 
town of Kinston (later renamed New Kensington) was founded.
A few months later, in order to expand its operations, The Pittsburgh Reduction Company (forerunner 
of the Aluminum Company of America) moved from Pittsburgh to New Kensington. Real impetus was 
given to the growth of the community when other industries followed; namely, The Excelsior Glass 
Works, The Sterling Lead Co., The Tin Plate Co., The Bradley Stove Works, The American Window 
Glass Co., and many others. Thus, in a short time, New Kensington became a real "Boom Town."
As industry expanded, the demand for laborers increased. European immigrants, newly arrived in 
America, supplied the greatest number of workers. Among the many nationality groups which settled 
in this area were the Poles, those courageous, stalwart souls struggling to emerge from the deadening 
weight of oppression and to realize their most cherished hopes and aspirations of finding a new way 
of life for themselves and for their children.
Just who were the first Poles to settle in this area is prerecorded history, but the earliest records bear 
the family names of Dudkiewicz, Baron, Galas, Bednarek, Gamratowski, Łukaszewicz, Orszulak, 
Popiołek, Pawłowski, Wisniewski and Wojciechowski.
Although these Polish pioneers fulfilled their religious obligation of observing the Lord's Day by 
attending Mass at the newly erected church of St. Joseph, which was, incidentally, the only Catho-
lic Church in the area, they yearned to hear the word of God preached in their own language; they 
longed for the sacred hymns, the inspiring services and the singular devotions so dear to every noble 
Polish heart.
Being so closely attached to their religious and national customs, they spared no effort in striving 
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to locate a Polish priest, one to whom they could turn for advice and who would minister to their 
spiritual needs.
It was during the first months of 1892 that these 40 families dispatched two representatives to the 
Reverend Ladislaus Miskiewicz, Pastor of St. Adalbert R. C. Church, S. S., Pittsburgh. They peti-
tioned him to present their plea for a Polish Priest to the Rt Rev. Phelan, then Bishop of Pittsburgh.
Overtaken by the plight of these spiritually-famished souls, Father Miskiewicz himself came to New 
Kensington to administer the sacraments, using the facilities of St. Joseph Church.
On November 20, 1892 he called a meeting of all the Polish families of the district for the purpose 
of organizing a Society which would provide fraternal aid in cases of sickness and death and would 
supervise the collecting of funds for the erection of a parish church. Having titled this new organiza-
tion, The Society of Our Lady of Częstochowa, the members placed themselves under the protection 
of Our Lady of Częstochowa, Crowned Queen of Poland, and earnestly undertook the gigantic task 
which lay before them.
Quite naturally, the initial project was that of building a parish church. The first collection for this 
venture netted a sum of $115.00. Encouraged and determined, members of the society proceeded to 
the Burrell Improvement Co. for the purpose of selecting a site for a church. Greater impetus was 
given to this project when, through the generosity of the Burrell Improvement Co., two lots measur-
ing 40ft. and located at the rear of what is today Kenneth Avenue, were donated to the organization.
The spring of 1893 found the zealous men of the parish erecting a frame structure facing the rear of 
Kenneth Ave., measuring 35ft. in length and 25ft. in width and costing $550.00. The original site of 
the church is now that of St. Mary's School. Several months later two more lots were purchased at 
the price of $900.00.
Father Pluciński, an assistant to Father Miskiewicz, visited the church twice monthly to celebrate 
Mass and to administer the sacraments.
Toward the end of the summer of 1893 the records indicate that there were 56 families and 13 single 
persons within the proposed parish.
The Rev. Henry Cichowski, arriving in the Diocese of Pittsburgh on October 11, 1893 was immedi-
ately assigned to the Congregation of St. Mary's, New Kensington, Thus, Father Henry Cichowski 
became the first resident Pastor of St. Mary's.
The first annual report dated December 31, 1894 lists: 63 families, 259 souls, 29 baptisms. 8 mar-
riages, 3 deaths and 30 children under catechetical instruction.
Because of the small income Fr. Cichowski donated his annual salary of $400 to the Parish Treasury.
Not even three full years had elapsed before it was necessary to enlarge the church to a 25 by 70 foot 
structure, seating 300 individuals at an additional cost of $2,888. Provisions were also made for a 
school in the church basement which could accommodate 100 children.
Father Cichowski, having been pastor of St. Mary's for 5 years (November 1893 to December 7, 
1898) was transferred to Homestead, Pa.
Because of the scarcity of priests of Polish descent, the pastorship of St. Mary's remained vacant until 
1902. however, in the interum, a number of priests satisfied the spiritual needs of the congregation. 
They were: Rev. J. Baczewski, Rev. A. Houst, Rev. J. Kopera, Rev. T. Kozłowski, Rev. J. Galewski, 
and Rev. Dziakowicz. It was during the pastorship of Rev. W. A. Młynarczyk, who served from 1902 
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to 1906, that two more lots were purchased at a cost of $700.00.
Father Młynarczyk, having been transferred in 1906, was replaced by Father Francis Pikulski, as 
Pastor. The present church, accommodating 1000 souls, was undertaken by Father Pikulski in 1911, 
but was completed by the new pastor, Rev. Francis Poszukanis, in 1912. Four spacious classrooms 
were furnished in the Church basement.
The school had been conducted by lay teachers, namely, Mr. Stanislaus Pawłowski, the first Church 
Organist, then Mr. Bronislaus Kondolewski, the father of the present organist, Catherine Kaszubowska 
and Miss Nawrocka, s the number of children in
the school steadily increased due to the growth of the parish, Father Poszukanis turned for assistance 
to the Community of St. Felix of Cantalicio, Third Order of St. Francis, more commonly known as 
the "Felician Sisters." The Sisters, having been founded at Warsaw, Poland in 1855, were the first 
Polish sisters to come to America in 1874 at the request of Father Joseph Dabrowski, the founder of 
the Polish Seminary, Detroit, Mich.
A convent was built in 1913 and the Felician Sisters assumed full charge of the school the following 
year. (The original convent no longer remains.)
On February 22, 1914, the new church was slightly damaged by fire. However, the old church 
structure, which served as a parish hall, and the parish house were completely destroyed by flames 
on April 24, 1915.
The year 1922 marked the dedication of a new 8 classroom school at a cost of $57,000.
Father Poszukanis served as rector for 13 years. In 1925 Father Anthony Baron replaced him as 
Pastor and remained in that position until his death in 1937.
His were the trying days of the depression. During his pastorship (1927) the parish acquired the 
land which later became St. Mary's Cemetery on Leechburg Road at a cost of $12,000. More than 
$5,000 was spent for trees and shrubbery; consequently, it soon became one of the most beautiful 
cemeteries in the Valley.
Father Stanislaus Dembinski served as administrator for a year upon the death of Father Baron and 
in turn Father A. Lachendro was appointed Pastor. However, he died within a few months.
Following Father Lachendro's death, Father Francis Lizik, assistant Pastor, acted as administrator until 
the appointment of Father Casimir Orlemanski in March, 1942. It was the task of Father Orlemanski 
to liquidate a parish debt of $60,000. An addition to the convent was also begun during his term and 
completed by Rev. Edward P. Sierocki, the present pastor, who was appointed in 1953 upon the death 
of Father Orlemanski. During his first three years as pastor, Father Sierocki made numerous repairs. 
In 1957 the rectory was raised and replaced by a modern, spacious structure at a cost of $100,000.
As the parish of St. Mary's commemorates its 65th Anniversary, Father Sierocki remains as the 
present Rector assisted by the Joseph A. Tamilowski and the Rev. Leonard Knuth.
After 65 years of loyal service to God and the Church the parishioners of St. Mary's can be well 
proud of their spiritual, moral and material progress. From a very humble beginning - a modest frame 
structure and 40 immigrant families, the parish has grown to gigantic proportions, boasting of 1400 
families, a beautiful Church, rectory, school, convent and cemetery, symbols of our religious and 
national unity.



4

Through their Parish Church, these first Polish settlers of New Kensington have given to The Polonia 
and to the Community their finest, their purest, their noblest, and their best. What they gave they 
gave lavishly, without considering the cost: technical ingenuity, capacity for labor, lives in the cause 
of freedom - all which have played an invaluable role in making this community what it is today and 
what it promises to be for all times.


