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The attempt to compile an early history of St. Joseph's Parish imposed a task of almost insurmount-
able difficulty. Materials were meager, and demonstrated the fact that the priests in charge in the 
initial decades were content to labor and leave the recording of their deeds to the Almighty instead. 
The materials recorded, exemplified in the building of the parish, may well have pointed to the un-
tiring zeal and energy generously expended by priests and people to the greater glory and honor 
of God. Unquestionably, the difficulties of planning, organizing and building were enormous, but it 
was one of the essential characteristics of our forefathers to obtain what they wanted, namely, a 
church of their own—a church where Poles could worship God in their native tongue and a school 
which would educate their children in religion and the Polish language.
Fortunately, just as the Catholic Pacific Coast boasted of its missionary, Father Sierra, as the Missis-
sippi Valley heralded its Father Marquette, the Niagara region its Father Juniper, so too, Southern 
Fayette County had its Father Ostasziewski. Father Ostasziewski cared for a parish in Footedale, 
Pennsylvania, from the time he arrived in America in 1900 from Poland. He is accredited with 
establishing or agitating for the establishment of all Polish parishes in the vicinity of Uniontown.
Through his prompting, the local P.N.A. Group 454 organized a committee and appealed to Bishop 
Richard Phelan for permission to build a church for Polish-speaking people. The delegation was 
chosen and headed by Father Michael Krupinski, pastor of the Holy Trinity Church, Connellsville, 
Pennsylvania. Included in this group were officers of the P.N.A. Group 454—Wojciech Pietrusza, 
Maciej Mietus, Andrzej Solek, Maciej Szumal and Jozef Baczkowski. He placed their petition before 
the Bishop. His Excellency graciously granted the request and appointed Father Krupinski admin-
istrator of the planned parish.
For a short period of time, divine services for Polish people were held in a private home on Easy 
Street, with either Father Krupinski or Father Ostasziewski officiating. Since this was proving to be 
quite inadequate, the pastor of St. John's in Uniontown kindly allowed Father Krupinski to hold ser-
vices for the Polish people in his church. In the meantime, funds were collected for the purchase of 
suitable property. Eight lots in the second block of South Mount Vernon Avenue were bought. The 
property was purchased by Andrew Solek for St. Joseph's from Charles G. O'Bryon on October 5, 
1903. The purchase price was $2,000. The at¬torney in charge of the transaction was R. W. Dawson. 
St. Joseph's was now ready to begin construction.
Truly, the most difficult job was excavating for the foundation. Several volunteer parishioners came 
equipped with shovels and pickaxes, and with these simple tools began making way for the next 
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stage of construction. These tireless pioneers, who had labored from ten to twelve hours a day in the 
bottomless pits of local coal mines, spent the remainder of the day preparing the site for the new 
church. Special recognition is given to these men—a pity that these are the unknown benefactors 
of this parish. These overstrained and unshaken laborers of the parish received their payment in 
full at the completion of the church, for they saw the fulfillment of a dream, were now able to pay 
homage to Almighty God, and at long last were able to pray in Polish, led by a Polish priest, and 
most importantly, in their own sanctuary.
October 1, 1905, was a great day for all the Polish people of Uniontown. For on this day, the cor-
nerstone was blessed and St. Joseph's Parish became a reality. The name, "St. Joseph", was given 
because of the great love of Poles for St. Joseph, and because the P.N.A. Group 454, which did so 
much to realize our people's dream, was under the patronage of the Foster Father of Our Lord. From 
October 1, 1905, to January 31, 1906, Father Ostasziewski and Father Krupinski continued to serve 
the needs of the Polish people. On January 31, 1906, Father Bolesław Pawłowski was appointed the 
first pastor of St. Joseph's.
Father Pawłowski gave eighteen years of his life to the parish and parishioners of St. Joseph's Church. 
With the appointment of Father Pawłowski, St. Joseph's parishioners became blessed with the first 
of a succession of extremely capable and dedicated pastors. By cooperating with Father Pawłows-
ki, the parishioners deepened their faith, preserved their customs, and enkindled Christian love 
in their hearts. Father Pawłowski guided St. Joseph's through its infant years—years which were 
financially lean years. However, being an earnest and zealous priest, Father Pawłowski did not let 
adversity get the best of him.
Even though he served during such "difficult times", nevertheless, the cost of constructing the 
church was paid in full and in addition a new rectory and the first of the school buildings were built.
In regards to the school, the first classes began in 1907 and were taught by lay teachers. These 
teachers were Mr. Aloysius Kujawa and Mr. Joseph Pilarski. They taught until the spring of 1918—a 
total of eleven years. From 1918 to 1922, the school was staffed by three Bernardine Sisters from 
Reading, Pennsylvania. At that time, through the prompting and urging of Father Pawlowski, the 
Sisters of the Holy Ghost of West View, Pennsylvania, took over the teaching duties at St. Joseph's 
School. A more comprehensive story of the nuns who served in our parish will appear in another 
section of this book.
The years for Father Pawlowski were indeed difficult and took their toll. His health deteriorated, 
and upon his request he was given an assistant, Father Mieczylaus Drelak, who served from 1920 
to 1922. Nevertheless, Father Pawlowski was forced to resign on February 16, 1924, and returned 
to his native Poland. On May 15, 1924, the Most Reverend Hugh C. Boyle appointed Father John 
Rokosz as pastor of St. Joseph's.
This second pastor of St. Joseph's was a priest of a dynamic personality, full of vim and vigor. Those 
who were members of the congregation at that time will long remember Father John Rokosz. 
Although burdened with debt, he managed to impress the congregation with the necessity of 
building an additional school building. It should be remembered, at this point, that the majority 
of St. Joseph's parishioners during this period eked out a living from the local coal mines. Times 
were very uncertain. The world was approaching a great depression which would create chaos of 
unbelievable dimensions.
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Through all this, Father Rokosz, with the cooperation of the parishioners, saw to it that the new 
school building became a reality. It contained a large parish hall on the first floor and three classrooms 
on the second. With the completion of the second building, additional room became available for 
the Sisters in the convent building. At the completion of this building program, Father Rokosz and 
members of the parish turned their attention to remodeling the church. It was painted and other, 
lesser, improvements were made with volunteer labor and the ecclesiastical wage of "60 minutes 
an hour".
Father Rokosz remained at St. Joseph's during the lean years, at the height of the economic de-
pression and general unemployment. He managed to weather the storm, but due to his impaired 
health, Father Rokosz asked Bishop Hugh C. Boyle to be relieved of his pastoral duties. The request 
was granted and on August 4, 1943, Father John Rokosz was replaced by Father Charles Kobylarz.

 Father Charles Kobylarz
Filled with holy zeal for God's glory and the spiritual and temporal good of his people, with sincere 
kindness for all and deep understanding, Father Charles began to perform his mission. A young 
man when he arrived at St. Joseph's Father Kobylarz brought with him an inherent drive and energy 
that was infectious to those with whom he came in contact. St. Joseph's at this time was a basically 
sound parish, financially and spiritually. This was due in part to better working conditions in the 
county and prosperity brought on by World War II which led to even greater prosperity during the 
postwar years.
Father Charles's first major task was to ex¬amine existing structures, giving first priority to the school 
plan. The fact was that after nearly forty years of existence, decay had set in, in all parish buildings. 
His attention turned first to the school. He "enlarged" it simply by pur¬chasing a home for the 
teaching nuns, thus creating three additional classrooms in what was originally the convent. The 
school curriculum was upgraded, complete new sets of textbooks for each grade were purchased. 
Kindergarten was added — the first parochial kindergarten in the area.
It was a credit to parishioners and Father Charles that the church also was completely remodeled—
new floors were laid, pews were renewed, altars were rebuilt, new and modern lighting systems 
were installed, a new confessional built, Stations of the Cross remade and the church painted. All 
of this was paid for in cash. Besides, a tidy sum was accumulated in the parish reserve fund. Under 
the leadership of Father Charles, the spirit of the parish was renewed and the people were more 
than willing to sacrifice time and labor for the benefit of the parish. Father Charles was convinced 
that the best parish was one which was not only financially sound but spiritually healthy, so he 
personally acquainted himself with every member of the parish. Through his visits and talks, the 
pastor learned firsthand of the social, economic, material and spiritual needs of his flock. This led 
to the introduction of additional religious services and sermons to bring the parish closer together 
as a family.
Among the other blessings showered upon St. Joseph's during the pastorate of Father Charles, was 
the appointment of the then Father Norbert Gaughan as assistant pastor. He is the same Father 
Gaughan who is today the Auxiliary Bishop of this diocese. To those who knew Father Gaughan in 
his early years at St. Joseph's, there was much about him that distinguished him from just an aver-
age assistant. He was a zealous and able priest. He was very helpful to the pastor and contributed 
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much to the spiritual life of the parish. His leadership talent was readily recognized by the church 
hierarchy. After eight short years at St. Joseph's he was appointed assistant pastor at the Blessed 
Sacrament Cathedral in Greens- burg, Pennsylvania, thus beginning a series of "promotions" which 
brought him to his present role of Auxiliary Bishop to Bishop William G. Connare.
His replacement was also an extremely competent and capable assistant. He was Father Gregory 
Rokosz, a first cousin of Father John Rokosz. He began his priesthood as a Franciscan missionary and 
served in a parish in Canada for six years. He asked for and received permission to join the newly 
formed Greensburg Diocese, at that time headed by the Most Reverend Bishop Hugh Lamb. He 
was especially loved by the children of St. Joseph's School, where he spent much time impressing 
upon them the importance of a good Catholic education.
St. Joseph's enjoyed an era of stability under the pastorate of Father Charles Kobylarz and it came 
as a deep shock to all parishioners when Bishop Connare announced the transfer of Father Charles 
to St. Edward's in Herminie, Pennsylvania.
Other assistants to Father Charles were: Father Karol Sumicrast, Father Robert Feeney, Father Leon-
ard Knuth (deceased), Father Joseph Turek, Father Anthony Wozniak and Father Joseph Jamula.
Father Charles was succeeded by Father John Kaczmarczyk. Again St. Joseph's Parish was blessed 
with an exceptional pastor. Indeed, throughout the history of St. Joseph's, we have been fortunate 
in having a succession of competent priests.
Father John, an organizer deluxe, was born in Sharpsburg, Pennsylvania, and attended St. Mary's 
College at Orchard Lake, Michigan. He had two years of philosophy at St. Cyril and Methodius 
Seminary, Orchard Lake, Michigan, and four years of theology at St. Vincent's Seminary at Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania. He was ordained to the priesthood at St. Vincent Archabbey Church in Latrobe by 
Most Reverend Hugh C. Boyle on June 14, 1936. He was first assigned as assistant pastor to the 
historical church of St. Peter's in Brownsville, Pennsylvania, where he served until July, 1943. After 
serving two additional years at St. Stanislaus in Ambridge, Pennsylvania, he was appointed pastor 
of St. Michael's Church in Glen Campbell. He served there until April 5, 1956, at which time he 
was appointed to St. Cyril and Methodius Church in Fairchance, and continued to serve there until 
January, 1964, at which time he became pastor of St. Joseph's.
Father John Immediately began to look for ways to improve and expand the parish. However, oth-
er non-parish factors began to tax Father John's mental and physical resources. In essence — the 
Catholic Church — the country — and the world — were involved in a number of turning points. In 
an era of total openness, Catholics and the Catholic position seemed to be under constant attack. 
The true position of the Church on vexing questions demanded accurate explanations.
The dissemination of authentic information on religious matters into areas formerly closed, brought 
on questions for which all pastors needed to have immediate explanations. Words such as unity, 
brotherhood and ecumenism required new meaning and understanding.
With these shifting sands of time and fortune, Catholic building and refurbishing programs alternately 
suffered and prospered. In some areas Catholic schools, even modern, not yet paid-for facilities, 
closed down as costs rose and enrollments dwindled. Present-day pastors are bearing the brunt of 
all these changes, changes that for some Catholics are hard to ex¬plain.
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Catholic parishes in America are still in the process of embracing the many innovations now brought 
into their lives. Indeed, total acceptance is yet to come for English, rather than Latin, Masses; re-
positioning of the altar, and participation rather than spectatorship in the Mass along with "folk" 
Masses. Explaining these changes in the church to parishioners was not easy and 1 am sure that 
Father John, as well as other pastors, went through a very trying period in their priesthood.
Along with these problems came the usual parish problems. The parish buildings, school, church 
and rectory were once again in need of repair. The state building inspector and insurance com-
pany insisted on immediate repairs to all buildings, especially the schools. An architect, Mr. Thad 
Pyzdrowski, was hired to plan extensive remodeling. The Diocesan Building Commission was called 
in to examine the buildings and report to the Bishop so that the parish could receive permission 
to proceed. However, after completion of a tour through the buildings, and the report of the 
architect that remodeling would cost more than new buildings themselves and still leave us with 
old buildings, plus the fact, it would not give St. Joseph's what it needed — for example, park¬ing 
lots. The Diocesan Building Committee then suggested finding a new site as the best solution to 
our problem. This resulted in the present location of St. Joseph's Parish, situated on seventeen 
scenic acres along the Bypass on Walnut Hill Road in South Union Township.
Of course, convincing all parishioners to abandon the church they worshiped in and loved for 
sixty-nine years was not an easy task. There would be many heartaches endured. Very little mon-
ey was in the church treasury. Almost $700,000 was needed for the new buildings alone. With 
only $80,000 in the treasury, it became quite a challenge. Only God knows how heavy were the 
burdens carried by Father John in the ten years that followed, from the decision to build, to the 
completion of the new church in 1974. Fortunately, the Parish Councils in that period, consisted 
of men who understood the need and gave every possible cooperation to Father.
During the period of planning and raising funds for the new church, the parish suffered a para-
lyzing shock in the forced closing of the parochial school in 1970, due mostly to the decision of 
the state and insurance company that the buildings were not up to safety standards as required 
by law, and due to the annual diminishing staff of nuns. Although a school was planned at the 
new site, the long delay, and the changing situation of Catholic education throughout America, 
it became impossible to build.
Yet, the ways of the Lord are strange, and this one event has made the parents of our children 
more aware of the responsibility to their children and to their religion. The seed of faith, planted 
by God, must continue to bear fruit. We cannot be merely content with the past and present. We 
must continually strive by good example, kind words, and sincere honesty to encourage our youth 
to be interested in and accept the challenge of serving God wholeheartedly as parents, religious 
or single persons. Thus, Father John is constantly trying to improve the CCD Program in corder to 
fill the void left by the nuns when the school was closed. Currently, the CCD Program follows the 
Diocesan Scope and Sequence outline and the Lord of Life Program. Facilities are adequate and 
an attempt is made to provide young peo¬ple with opportunities to celebrate as a worshiping 
community — providing Communial Penance Services periodically and a para-liturgy each week. 
Courses include the Church, Sacraments, Scriptures, Liturgy, and Morality. The young people are 
exposed to various prayer experiences: vocal prayer, silent prayer, meditations, and spontaneous 
prayer. The Catechetical Program is constantly being updated and currently we are striving for 
more parent involvement and better teacher training.
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Along with improvements in the CCD Program, Father John is constantly looking for ways to improve 
all other facets concerned with the parish. Already two beautiful shrines have been erected. The 
Statue of St. Joseph, which greets visitor and parishioner alike, stands near the entrance of the 
parish grounds and is symbolic of the working class of people. Also, the Shrine of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, which is a masterpiece in itself, was built from stone from local coal mines in com-
memoration of all those parishioners who earned their livelihood from the mines.
Along with all the other accomplishments credited to Father John during his tenure at St. Joseph's, 
there is one of which he is most proud. He has been instrumental in bringing into the "fold" many 
fallen-away Catholics and converts. In this one respect, during this period in the history of St. Jo-
seph's, the spiritual accomplishments overshadow all material progress, and so to our pastor, Father 
John, during this Jubilee Year, a hearty wish and a "Sto lat, Sto lat niech zyie zyie nam".
The new church has also brought about a deepening interest in the social aspect of the parish. Fa-
ther John feels that this is one area in which much improvement can be made. The annual bazaar 
has contributed somewhat towards bringing the parish community together.

 Father John's Birthday
Recently, on February 3rd of this year, an event occurred which would attest to the fact that success 
was being achieved in this area. For on that day, Father John was honored on the occasion of his 
seventieth birthday and presented with a plaque by the Parish Council. The plaque was presented 
in appreciation for his sixteen years of hard work and devotion to the parishioners of St. Joseph's.
The past sixteen years have been hard years for Father John. Not only did he have to contend with 
the ordinary parish affairs but also with the many changes that took place in the Catholic Church 
during that time. To his credit, it must be said that he blended the old with the new to the satisfaction 
of most everyone. It should be remembered that as pastor, he is guardian of the Gospel and Faith, 
and he is a father, advisor, and commander in all matters pertaining to God. He has everyone in his 
protection — the good, the reluctant sinners, and those who demoralize. For all those mentioned, 
he will answer to God. However, a parish cannot depend only on the leadership of the pastor. There 
must be cooperation form the parishioners, as well as from parish organizations, which must be 
active and dedicated to their pastor.
It would be useless to wait for God's Kingdom, in all the nation, if we were unable to build directly 
in our own parish. All parishioners must be united with the pastor and faithfully attend all devo-
tions and religious ceremonies for the purpose of deepening their spiritual lives, so that all may 
have more care and respect for the House of God. By partaking with the pastor, we must keep up 
the Faith and our customs in order to rebuild Christian love in our hearts. The Church, which is 
unchangeable in the teachings of God's word and stable in the guidance of the Holy Spirit, is built 
on a strong, lasting, and eternal founda¬tion and no evil powers will conquer it.
Although seventy-five years is only a brief interval in the eons of time and events, it has carried St. 
Joseph's Parish through a most colorful period. The early parishioners achieved much and exerted a 
tremendous amount of effort towards the establishment of a solid parish. Yet, the present beautiful 
church attests to the fact of the effort expended by its present pastor and present parishioners.
Yet, not too many years ago, the outlook and possibility of a "New St. Joseph's" was not very bright, 
remembering that at one time the economy of Fayette County depended primarily on the coal 
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industry, and the majority of St. Joseph's parishioners were in one way or another dependent for 
their livelihood on its coal mines. Once the coal began to be mined out, many parishioners began 
moving away. Lack of work sent young men and women scurring elsewhere for employment. Some 
went to Cleveland, Youngstown, and Detroit while others went to the District of Columbia. For a 
short period of time, the parish population dropped, and it seemed that St. Joseph's would become 
a dormant parish, just simply existing.
But the ways of the Lord are strange and far be it for us to despond. In the lottery of life, there 
are more prizes drawn than blanks, and to one misfortune there are fifty advantages. Once the 
coal mines closed, it began bringing about the private ownership of homes, which led to a great 
improvement in the general scheme of things. Small factories began moving into the district — and 
now the opening of the Volkswagon Plant in New Stanton assures the stability of the economy of 
this region. The irony of it all — those who once moved to dis¬tant cities to work in auto plants 
are now moving back into this region to labor in exactly that type of work. Today, even though the 
mining industry has faded, a lot of factors keep the people from moving away — owning property, 
not wanting to leave their friends, and the dread of a new environment.
Far from dying, this area is growing, and with the birth of new industries, all indications are that 
this growth will continue, and here is how a beautiful new St. Joseph's is doing its share in the so-
cial upheaval of the day. The new church has brought about a change in the outlook of the people 
of this parish. It symbolizes not only economic improvement, but also a better moral and spiritual 
outlook towards contributing to new growth. A beautiful new church also makes a strong appeal 
to the aesthetic taste of the individual. Indeed, today, we as a group are happy that the "New St. 
Joseph's" was built. As Christians, we have built fortitude on a better foundation and are pleased 
with everything that has happened. For we know it could not have happened unless it first pleased 
God—and that which pleases Him must be the best. Yet, the happiness surrounding the new build-
ing program and the Seventy-fifth Jubilee occasion is, nevertheless, marred by the fact that our 
building program is minus the one thing that gave us the impetus to rebuild in the first place — St. 
Joseph's no longer has its parochial school.

 The New St. Joseph's
Many questions have been asked relative to the physical structure of the recently built St. Joseph's 
Church, such as its shape, size, and location. In answer to these questions, the following summation 
is presented.
During the time of designing St. Joseph's Church, Parish Social Hall, C.C.D. School, and Rectory, 
many conditions had to be considered relative to the location of the sun, the predominant wind 
direction, and the contour of the ground.
The final design was incorporated from three initial designs that had been previously made and 
studied. As the sun rises in the east, the church was placed to head east to take advantage of the 
natural light which could be utilized to the fullest, emphasizing the beauty of the stained-glass and 
colored glass windows.
The wind is predominantly from the south, southwest, and westerly directions; therefore, the roof 
was designed in such a manner to break the force of the wind from the rest of the building, thus, 
the design of the pitched roof area over the sanctuary proper church at grade level was the most 
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feasible. The ground rolls to the west; therefore, entrance to the C.C.D. and Social Center is also at 
grade level at the western part of the church.
The parking facilities have been laid out in such a manner that portions of the parking lot will be 
utilized for church services as well as social services.
The church is also designed so that it suits its environment and is beautiful from whatever direction 
it is observed.
As the rectory is an integral part of the church, the roof also had to match the nave proper of the 
church, thus, the flat roof over 'the nave proper and partially over the rectory. Again, due to the wind 
problems, the rectory roof was designed to eliminate tearing of the shingles during windstorms.
The contour of the ground is such that entrance to the nave proper of the church is at grade level 
for many reasons. Due to the many people that cannot utilize stairs, entrance to the church's ex-
terior is simple in architecture. Yet architecturally and decoratively, it contains certain distinctive 
features that make it artistically one of the more interesting churches in the Diocese of Greensburg.
Simplicity, too, characterizes the inside. The altar of sacrifice is the center of interest, the focal point 
of attention for the congregation. The eyes of the worshipers travel naturally to the liturgical action 
celebrating the death and resurrection of the Lord. The altar is unadorned and clearly visible as 
a place of sacrifice and a table for the sacramental meal. Indeed, the altar is a symbol of Christ in 
redemptive ac¬tion, the central sacramental sign which communicates its meaning to the people.

 The Sisters Of The Holy Ghost St. Joseph Parish, Uniontown 1922 - 1971
The celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of St. Joseph Parish, Uniontown, would be incomplete 
without giving tribute to the Sisters of the Holy Ghost, who were involved in the life of the parish 
for nearly five decades. The Sisters first came to the parish in 1922 at the invitation of Rev. Father 
Boleslaus Pawlowski and remained there until 1971. Prior to the coming of the Sisters of the Holy 
Ghost, from 1907 until 1918, classes were taught by laymen; from 1918 to 1922, three Bernardine 
Sisters from Reading, Pennsylvania, staffed the school. The enrollment increased from 50 to 150 
during this period.
The first Holy Ghost Sisters at St. Joseph Parish were Sister M. Dominic, Superior and principal, 
and Sister M. Clemensa. The following year, 1923, Sister M. Monica and Sister Regina, a postulant, 
came. The enrollment now reached 167. Sister M. Caroline was the "house" Sister during these two 
years. In the next year, 1924, Sister M. Monica served as Superior, principal, and church organist. 
With her were Sister M. Jolanta, Sister M. Ladislaus, and Sister M. Caroline.
In 1924 Rev. Father John Rokosz was assigned pastor of St. Joseph Parish. It was at this time that a 
new school building, consisting of three classrooms and a parish hall, was dedicated.
Rev. Father Charles Kobylarz became pastor of St. Joseph Parish in 1943. In addition to the eight 
elementary grades of the school, a kindergarten was opened on the first floor of the old school 
building. Sister M. Cyrilla was the kindergarten teacher, succeeded by Sister Jane Marie (Ligouria), 
Sister M. Veronica, and Sister M. Sophie. Around this time a home across the street from the church 
was purchased by the parish and converted into a convent. The rooms on the second floor of the 
old building, which were occupied by the Sisters until then, were renovated and made into a library 
and two classrooms. Lay teachers began to be included in the faculty in 1955; the first two were 
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Mrs. Leona McDonough and Miss Adeline Michael. By 1965 the school enrollment had reached 
382 and classes for the eight grades and the kindergarten were conducted in two school buildings. 
Seven Sisters and two lay teachers comprised the faculty.
Rev. Father John Kaczmarczyk, pastor at the present time, witnessed the official closing of St. Jo-
seph School in June, 1970. The teaching staff of Sisters at that time included Sister M. DeChantal, 
Principal; Sister M. Anselm, Superior; Sister M. Fidelis, Sister M. Sophie, and Sister M. Gertrude. 
After the school was closed, Sisters remained at the convent for one more year, giving catechetical 
in¬struction and taking care of the sanctuary and sacristy. The last three Sisters to reside at the 
convent were Sister M. Loretta, Superior; Sister M. Cecilia, and Sister M. Emiliana.
During their half-a-century stay at St. Joseph Parish, the Sisters of the Holy Ghost served the parish 
in various ministries. Students were instructed in the truths of Christianity and of their Catholic 
Faith, as well as in areas pertaining to the basic curriculum from kindergarten to grade eight. In the 
beginning years of the school's existence, Polish reading, grammar, composition, and history were 
taught; religion was taught in the Polish language. By 1950, although Polish was no longer taught, 
the Polish language was used in praying and in singing.
It is with a certain nostalgic pride that former students, their parents, and their teachers recall ac-
ademic achievements, awards for winning Spelling Bee and Fire Prevention Essay contests, Polish 
patriotic celebrations, May Crownings, processions, plays, Patrol Boy activities, excursions, picnics, 
assemblies, kindergarten presentations, graduations, and countless other events.
Education at St. Joseph School was characterized by the integration of spiritual, moral, intellectual, 
cultural, and physical aspects, in order to make possible the harmonious development of the child 
into a mature Catholic Christian and a good citizen of the United States, who was at the same time 
proud of his or her Polish heritage.
Besides giving catechetical instructions and communicating the Gospel message at St. Joseph Par-
ish on Saturdays and during the summer religious education classes, the Sisters of the Holy Ghost 
commuted to the neighboring parishes in Cardale, Brier Hill, and Kiester-ville.
The Sisters rendered other services to St. Joseph Church. They played the organ and directed the 
choir. Among those nuns who served in this way were Sister M. Dominic, Sister M. Monica, Sister 
M. Fidelis, Sister M. Raymond, Sister M. Celestine, Sister M. Sylvia, Sister M. Rose, and Sister M. 
Emmanuella. During the summer months, Sister M. Doloretta, Sister M. Schlolastica, and Sister M. 
Regina played the organ. Sisters decorated the altars, took care of the sanctuary and sacristy, baked 
altar breads, trained altar boys, prepared carolers at Christmas time, distributed Christmas wafers, 
and took an annual census of the parish. Piano, voice, and accordion lessons were also given by 
the Sisters.
Sisters who served as Superiors and principals at St. Joseph Parish were: Sister M. Dominic, Sister 
M. Monica, Sister M. Cecilia, Sister M. Emmanuella, Sister M. Hilaria, Sister M. Emiliana, Sister M. 
Fidelis, Sister M. Catherine, Sister M. Imelda, Sister M. Anselm, Sister M. Bernardine, and Sister M. 
DeChantal.
One-time students of St. Joseph School, now active members of the Congregation of the Sisters of 
the Holy Ghost, are: Sister M. Philomena (Blanche Zurowski), Sister Rose Marie (Rose Jajczyk), Sis-
ter Marita (Lucie Ann Juras), Sister Barbara Ann (Barbara A. Zawislan), Sister M. Jolenta (Josephine 
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Sredzinski), and Sister M. Janelle (Joyce Banko). Sister M. Bernarda (Anna Zurowski) is now with 
the cloistered Dominican Sisters of the Perpetual Rosary. The deceased Sisters are Sister M. Rosalia 
(Julia Dzierwa) and Sister M. Constance (Mary Boskowicz).
Fond memories of St. Joseph Parish linger in the minds of so many of the Sisters of the Holy Ghost. 
Other Sisters, not yet mentioned, who gave of their time and of themselves serv¬ing the people 
of St. Joseph Parish, are: Sister M. Bonaventure, Sister M. Florian, Sister M. Damien, Sister M. Ber-
nadette (Suska), Sister M. Assumpta, Sister M. Leona, Sister M. Christine, Sister Regina Marie (Eu-
phemia), Sister M. Pauline, Sister M. Geraldine, Sister Cecilia (Alphonsa), Sister M. Gerard, Sister M. 
Norberta, Sister M. Edward, Sister Saleen (Cheslava), Sister M. Seraphine, and Sister M. Stanislaus.
The present administration or General Council of the Sisters of the Holy Ghost, as of July 2, 1979, 
consists of Sister M. Martina (Serafin), General Superior; Sister M. Jerome (Plusquellec), First As-
sistant; Sister M. Cyrilla (Czystuch), Sister Marita (Juras), and Sister Rose Marie (Jajczyk).

 Conclusion
To some readers, this History of St. Joseph's will appear to be an exotic chronicle. Too, there will 
be those who interpret this account as the beginning of a swan song which today has its shining 
moment, but tomorrow will appear to be only a wisp of glory whose tale has been told and then 
forgotten.
But St. Joseph's will thrive and will continue to endure for generations to come. Some parishioners, 
now living, will be around to celebrate the centennial of this parish in the year 2005. May God in 
all his mercy and kindness permit me at that time to update this chronicle.
The accounts of this parish have been written, not to recapture the nostalgic yesterdays, but to 
record its usable past for the present and the future. The story of that usable past comes in this 
report. It is a report about an interesting human experiment in community building by people and 
priests. The significance of this experiment is not to be measured by quantitative standards but by 
the basic task of heritage preservation, by its successful exposition of religious ethnicity, and by 
its contribution to the historical and religious consciousness of Uniontown and the surrounding 
communities.
With the help of the Almighty, we have built, we have rebuilt, and with the continued grace of 
God, we shall continue to build.
Lest we forget, however, we dare not attribute all to the supernatural. For even scriptures say that 
the Lord helps only those who help themselves. Most of which we boast came about with sleeves 
rolled to the elbows by both pastor and parishioner, with the help of a generous, sacrificing, loving 
people. All we ask in return is that God accept all for His own honor and glory.
Yes, the History of St. Joseph's Parish is the story of faith and courage, of kindly, sturdy, and dignified 
people with idealism and integrity, and with pride in their Catholicism, their Polishness, and their 
Americanism. It is a story of a people who have transmitted their faith and integrity into a church, 
which stands for all posterity to see and for their descendants to worship in and find solace. Yes, 
for 75 years now, the lighted torch of Catholic faith has been passed on from the first generation to 
the second and from the second to the third. Now the grandchildren of the founders of this parish 
prepare to hand on the torch of faith to their offspring.
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May the fourth generation take hold of this lighted torch, hold it high proudly and shout its grateful 
praises to the Lord for He is good and His mercies endure forever!
Since the parish was founded 75 years ago, priests have baptized thousands of children, prepared 
thousands more for First Holy Communion and Confirmation and officiated at numberless mar-
riage ceremonies. However, numbers alone cannot express the entirety of their work, but are only 
indicative of the enormous efforts they put forth over the years. To them, we sincerely express our 
old-fashioned "Bog Zaplac" (God Reward).
May the Almighty grant them Heaven for their hardship, toil and sacrifice.
Finally, I would like to acknowledge all those who in any way contributed to this book. I would like 
to thank all memorial donors, sponsors and contributors and all our special friends. "God Bless and 
Many Thanks"! —Niech bedzie pochwalony Jezus Chrystus-—

Edward Blaszczak

Vital Statistics

Parish:  Saint Joseph's Church, Uniontown, Pennsylvania 
  Fayette County, Greensburg Diocese

Founded by:  Members of PNA  #454, Father Michael Krupiński, Wojciech Pietrusz, 
  Maciej Miętus, Andrezej Solek, Maciej Szumal, Josef Bączkowski

Parish begun:  Cornerstone layed - October 1, 1905

Pastors:  Father Michael Krupiński, Administrator 1903-1905 
  Father Ignatius Ostaszewski, Administrator 1905-1906 
  Father Boleslaus Pawłowski, First Pastor 1905-1924 
  Father Leo Buza, Administrator (3 Months) 1924 
  Father John Rokosz, 2nd Pastor 1924-1943 
  Father Charles Kobylarz, 3rd Pastor 1943-1963 
  Father John Kaczmarczyk, 4th Pastor 1963-Present

Location:  (1905-1974) Corner of Easy Street and South Mount Vernon Avenue
  250 South Mount Vernon Avenue, Uniontown 

  (1974- ) Off Route 119 Bypass and Walnut Hill Road R.D. #4, 
  Walnut Hill Road, Uniontown

Facts and Figures:  1905 - 110 Families 
  1955 - 680 Families 
  1974 - 505 Families 
  1910 - 56 Pupils 
  1918-103 Pupils (in 4 grades)
  1948 - 130 Pupils (in 8 grades) 
  1955 - 351 Pupils (in 9 grades, including kindergarten) 
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  1970 - 213 Pupils (in 8 grades)

Vocations:  5 priests
  3 Bernardine Sisters 
  1 Cloistered Carmelite
  1 Felician
  15 Sisters of the Holy Ghost


