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HOLY TRINITY 109 N. Seventh Street Conneilsville, Penna. 15425 

 

Conneilsville one of three cities established in Fayette County in southwestern 

Pennsylvania was 100 years old in 1906. Located along the Youghiogheny River near 

Chestnut Ridge of the Allegheny Mountains, Immigrants were attracted to the work 

provided by the emerging coal mining industry and brought to the local coal mine 

communities or 'patches' by the railroads with a depot or terminal for many 

passengers. Poles came from the politically and economically oppressed divided 

fatherland. Many came from the Germanized western section: especially from the 

village of Trzemeszno near Poznan. While they found work, they had no place of 

worship- no church or parish of their own. 

The year 1903 is very special, for on June 13th, a group of Polish lay persons, 

joined by the newly appointed Pastor- the Rev. Michael Krupiński, conducted a 

meeting and decided to purchase property for the newly established parish, Ecclesia 

Ss. Trinitatis in New Haven, Pa. A church building, located on lots 106 and 107 

fronting Seventh Street was purchased from the Slovak Catholics, who had originally 

purchased the building from the disbanded United Brethren congregation. The 

property transfer is located in the Book of Deeds (52) Uniontown, Pa. found in the 

Fayette County Court 

A book published in 1906 entitled, Centennial History of the Borough of 

Conneilsville, PA 1806-1906, states the following in an entry tided, " The Polish 

Catholic Church", "In front of the church located on the corner of Seventh Street and 

Trader's Alley, is a tablet with Polish words painted thereon, and translates into 

English, "Church of the Holy Trinity". A parochial school stands next to the church and 

a parsonage stands next to the school. Both are two-storied frame buildings. 180 

families are connected with the congregation. They are from Poland, are an 

"intelligent, industrious, law abiding people. They are chiefly employed as miners and 

coke workers, but an increasing number buy homes and small farms. 



The pioneer families put their trust in the Triune God-Father, Son &. Holy Spirit as 

they gathered for Holy Mass the sacraments and devotions. Prayers, Hymns, and 

sermons were conducted in the Polish language. Father Krupinski, ordained for the 

Diocese of Pittsburgh, baptized 38 souls from July to December 1903 and recorded 

14 marriages with Lawrence Sobczak and Michalina Michalowski as the first couple 

to be married on August 17. In 1905, Rev. Julius Luniewski succeeded as pastor & 

served the people for 9 years until 1914. In 1907 there were 81 baptisms, and 31 

funerals. The Bishop Ordinary of Pittsburgh confirmed 152 candidates on November 

6, 1910. The parish children received Religious Instructions & sessions in Polish 

language by the pastor & several laymen. This continued until July, 1914 with the 

coming of the Sisters of the Holy Ghost to conduct a regular school of 8 grades for 

100 pupils. 

Rev. Thadeusz Siatecki came as Pastor in September of 1914 and helped the 

parish adjust to the Holy Ghost Sisters and school. By 1926 there were 129 pupils 

taught by 2 Sisters in two classrooms. Vocations came to the community in 1918 with 

Sr. Ladislaus (Frances Ostrowski) and in 1919 with Sr. Rita. Besides regular 

academic subjects taught in English and Polish, with an emphasis on Religion, the 

Sisters were organists, Catechists, Sacristans & kept alive the Polish ethnic traditions 

such as Oplatek, and patriotic and seasonal celebrations with school plays and 

processions including Polish songs dances & recitations. By 1924 a 9th grade was 

added, starting the first high school' in the area. This lasted until 1929 due to the 

Great Depression. The school educated 80 to 100 students annually until the fifties 

when population decreased with families moving to other cities in search of jobs. Sr. 

Victoria (Klocek) a parish daughter also joined the sisters as a permanent vocation. 

Rev. Siatecki was replaced by Rev. Wadaw Wisnieski in 1921, who guided the faith 

community for 24 years until his death in 1945. He saw the parish decrease to 150 

families or 700 souls. Yet he maintained the school and all spiritual programs for the 

parishioners. Rev. Walter Iwaniski came to shepherd the parish. He promoted 

Catholic Education and strong family religious life. In 1957 he was succeeded by Rev. 

Michael Kowal, who saw the closure of the school in 1960. St. Michael's PRCU lodge, 

as well as the Rosary Society were very active. Parishioners gathered for Holy Mass 

on Sundays at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Rev. C. Trzeciakowski was pastor for three years, 

followed by Rev. Walter Bratus who brought a happy spirit to the parish with social 



activities. He was succeeded by Rev. Michael Dylag (1973- 1974), Rev. Henry 

Brzuska (1974 -1989 ), Rev. Stanislaus Jasionek (1989 - 1994 ). Both of these 

pastors died at the parish and are buried at the parish cemetery located at Popular 

Grove on Rt. 119 north of the city. Rev. Ben Babula was assigned in 1995 and 

reinstated the 'Polish Festival' each September. He hosted the 18th annual 

Pilgrimage of Faith in 1996 & shepherds 145 families with 600 souls. 

 


