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  HISTORY OF ST. ALBERT'S R. C. CHURCH, Palmer, PA.
  50th Anniversary St. Albert Church, Palmer, PA - 1925-1976
  CAP at Orchard Lake.
 

St. Albert's Church was founded as a mission church to All Saints Church of Masontown with Rev. 
Francis J. Kolb as pastor. The first Mass was celebrated on May 21, 1922 by Rev. Victor G. Majka. 
The Mass was held in the Old Dance Hall. On this occasion eight children received their First Holy 
Communion. During these early times Mass was celebrated every two months because of the lack 
of suitable facilities.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Maher were the early community leaders who took an active interest in the 
building of St. Albert's. One of the first Masses was conducted in the Maher home with Louis Kaduk 
serving as altar boy. Mr. Maher was the superintendent of the Palmer Mine and gave generously 
of his time and money to encourage the people to undertake the building of a Church. Through 
his efforts, the parishioners were able to attend Mass for two years in House # 280, known as "The 
Doctors Row".
On July 29, 1924 Rev. Thaddeus J. Shultz was appointed pastor and charged with the responsibility 
of building a church in Palmer. Prior to Father Shultz's assignment. Rev. Francis Kruk served as tem-
porary pastor. The people responded to Father Shultz's call and contributed most generously and 
within a few months the cornerstone of St. Albert's was blessed July 12, 1925. Dedication ceremonies 
were held September 27, 1925. The Church was erected on land donated by the H. C. Frick Coke 
Company. The site being located between the Palmer Elementary School and the "company store", 
known as the Union Supply Store. Through the generosity of the people and the contribution of 
$2500.00 by the coke company the dream of Father Shultz became a reality.
Father Shultz served the Church for a period of two years, 1924-26. During this time he worked 
diligently with the congregation to reduce the debt of several thousand dollars by conducting many 
weekly parish activities.
In July of 1926 Rev. Julian S. Lachendro was appointed pastor of St. Albert's. He also served as pastor 
for the mission churches of St. Julian's Isabella and churches at Rices Landing and Crucible. During 
his twelve year stay, Father Lachendro saw the parish and the mission churches make good spiritual 
progress. He was not able to do much financially because of the "Depression Years". Through his 
physical efforts, the beautiful trees, hedges, and shrubbery were planted. Shortly after his transfer 
from St. Albert's, Father Lachendro died at the age of 40.
In 1938 Rev. Stanislaus Dembinski assumed the pastorate of St. Albert's. During his four and one 
half years, he made many repairs and improvements to the Church and reduced its debt. Through 
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his initiative, a new roof was put on the Church, a new boiler was installed and a number of smaller 
repairs were made. He also stressed attendance of the Catechetical Instruction Classes.
Rev. Anthony J. Politowski was appointed pastor in February of 1945. During his time a considerable 
amount of the mortgage was paid by imposing a direct assessment of twenty dollars on each family. 
Most members of the parish responded generously and met their obligations. Father Politowski's 
stay at St. Albert's was a relatively short one. he was replaced by Rev. Francis B. Filip in the summer 
of 1945. It was during his time that a great milestone was reached in the history of St. Albert's. In 
September 1945 the debt, which had existed since the beginning of the Church in 1925, was liqui-
dated. On Sunday, November 18, 1945, the Church celebrated the burning of the Parish Mortgage 
and the Twentieth Anniversary of the parish with a High Mass. In the afternoon a fine banquet was 
held in the Parish Auditorium.
During the period 1945 to the present, many changes took place in the Church. New physical facilities 
were added and the congregation grew steadily until the late fifties when the Church and community 
experienced a gradual decline in employment and population. Annual Baptisms decreased from 
a peak of forty-three in 1947 to the present three to five Baptisms each year. The same statistical 
results are reflected in the number of marriages during this time period. Ethnic representation in 
the parish includes many families of Slovak, Italian, and Polish descent.
In 1964 the mission church of St. Julian's was transferred to St. James Parish at LaBelle and St. Mary's 
Gates became the mission church to St. Albert's, having been reassigned from St. Mary's Leckrone.
Many good and dedicated priests have served St. Albert's and it's missions St. Julian's and later St. 
Mary's, Gates. Their fine spiritual leadership and the many parish improvements will be remembered 
by members of both parishes. The priests with their major contributions to the parish are listed in 
chronological order of service.
Rav. Henry A. Podowski served the parish from 1946-1953. His many accomplishments being the 
construction of the present rectory, the construction of the retaining wall adjacent to the church 
and the planning of a grotto.
Rsv. Thaddeus Wisniewski become pastor of St. Albert's in 1953 and continued to serve until 1956. 
Father Ted, as he was called, completed the retaining wall and grotto and had a new oil furnace 
installed.
Rev. Henry J. Murphy served as pastor from 1956 until 1962. Father Murphy reactivated many church 
activities and church organizations. Through his efforts and with the help of the church societies, a 
fine church organ was purchased.
Rev. Kolman Nemeth assumed the pastorate in 1962. Father Nemeth will be remembered as a 
"cultured priest" who brought the "arts" to Palmer. Because of his intense interest in painting, 
he proceeded to beautify the Church and the church grounds with his artistry. He had the Church 
painted an original mural on the interior of the church ceiling and erected several statues.
Rev. Dominic Puzzuoli served as pastor of St. Albert's from 1963 until 1967. Father Puzzuoli was the 
first pastor to serve the new mission church of St. Mary's, Gates. He worked diligently to develop a 
harmonious relationship between the two parishes. He was also responsible for paving the driveway, 
renovating the kitchen and installing new pews.
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Rev. Gino Rivi succeeded Rev. Puzzuoli as pastor in 1967. Father Rivi took an active interest in trying 
to increase church attendance by the promotion of various church activities. During his three years, 
one of his major accomplishments included the remodeling of the interior of St. Mary's, Gates which 
was done with the help of the Rosary and Holy Name Societies.
Rev. Henry Prenetta who succeeded Rev. Rivi in 1970 continued the work of stimulating church 
attendance by seekina community involvement and the establishment of hobby classes along with 
CCD Instruction. His personal interest radio and television repair aroused the interest of some of 
the youth. Father Prenetta, with the help of the parish men, enlarged the parking lot, constructed 
a "Cry Room" in the Church and installed the air conditioning system.
Rev. Dennis Sweeney was assigned as pastor of St. Albert's in 1973. Although Father Sweeney's 
tenure was of short duration, he aroused the interest of the youth in the church and sponsored 
many youth activities. Under his direction, the basement and kitchen facilities of both churches 
were improved.
Rev. Apolinary Murawski, our present pastor, assumed his pastoral duties in February of 1975. Father 
Paul, as he prefers to be called, has done much to uplift the spiritual needs of the parish. He also 
had the interior of the Church and the rectory repainted. It was through his insistance that we are 
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of St. Albert's during this Bicentennial Year.
Much of the continuing success of St. Albert's and the mission church of St. Mary's, Gates must be 
attributed to the generosity of the residents of Palmer and Gates and the dedicated priests who 
have served both parishes in the past. Much credit must also be given to the church committees, 
the Rosary Society, Christian Mothers, Holy Name Society, and the many altar boys and lectors who 
have served the Church. We pray that God will continue to shower his blessing on St. Albert's in 
the future.


