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For ninety-four years, St. Joseph Parish has played an important role in the history of Manistee. 
During these years, the parish contributed significantly to the spiritual, intellectual, and cultural 
development, not only of the parish community, but to the Manistee community as a whole. The 
parish can be justly proud of its history of Christian service to the Manistee community and can 
rejoice in Christ for the accomplishments of its people. It has a rich heritage to preserve that will 
enable it to grow confidently into the future.

1883 A committee representing persons of Polish ancestry obtained permission from 
 the Bishop to found a new parish in the city of Manistee.
1884 This year marked the erection of the Church which was destroyed the same year by 
 a windstorm.
1884 Undaunted and trusting in Divine Providence, the parishioners saw the erection 
 of the present Church.
1885 Father Matthew Grochowski was installed formally as the pastor of the new congregation
 of St. Joseph.
1885—1889      The wooden school building, the convent and the rectory were constructed. 
1889  Father Edward Kozłowski was installed as pastor. 
1889  Father Edward Kozłowski laid  the cornerstone for the present school building. 
1900  Father Leopold Opyrchalski was installed as pastor. 
1909  St. Joseph Parish celebrated its Silver Jubilee. 
1913  Father Andrew Bieniawski was named pastor. 
1919  Father John Kaplanowski was installed as pastor. 
1934  St. Joseph Parish celebrated its Golden Jubilee Anniversary.
1939  Father B. B. Roguszka was installed as pastor. 
1941  The Church was redecorated and rewired. 
1944  St. Joseph School had its first high school class of freshmen.
1947  St. Joseph School had its first high school graduating class.
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1956  The new convent was completed and the first phase of the improvement program 
 was concluded.
1959 St. Joseph Parish celebrated its Diamond Jubilee Anniversary.
1960 Bishop Allen Babcock consecrated new altars for the Church.
1964 St. Joseph Junior and Senior High became part of Manistee Catholic Central Consolidated
 Schools.
1965 Manistee Catholic Central was dedicated.
1968  Father Chester Klimowicz was installed as pastor.
1971 The new diocese of Gay lord was established.
1972 Elementary students transferred from St. Joseph School building to Manistee Catholic
 Central Consolidated Schools.
1972  Father James Suchocki was installed as pastor. 
1974-1975    New ministries were highlighted by the establishment of a Parish Pastoral Team 
 and acceptance of the Parish Council Constitution.
1976 The interior of the Church was repainted.
1977 The promise of growth into the future.
A special word of gratitude to St. Joseph Parish Social Commission for undertaking this project and 
to Ron Muszyński and Home Service Studio for their generous professional assistance.

 


