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  A Celebration of Faith. The History of Our Parish.
  Diamond Jubilee St. Stanislaus Parish 1898-1973, Fall River, MA
  CAP at Orchard Lake.
 

A certain vagueness often enshrouds beginnings — of nations, of families — of creation itself. 
Sometimes it is need, sometimes seeming catastrophe and yet at other times meticulous planning 
which account for the origins of things. It is important, no matter how seemingly frustrating the 
task, to delve into the beginnings in order the better to understand where one is and the directions 
in which one tends.

The beginning of every parish is actually the beginning of a new cell in the one Body Universal of 
Christ. We can say in a true sense, then, that the beginning of every parish can be traced to the 
beginnings of that Body of which each diocese and parish is but a part.

"I have come that you may have life and have it to the full," said Jesus. It is the function of every 
parish to bring to realization in the life of each of its members the experience of the Christ-event. 
The conviction of the power of resurrection. Consciousness of a new and everlasting relationship 
between each individual and God himself through Christ.

It is to this purpose and this purpose alone that all facets of parish life combine to make evident 
the "power of His resurrection". This is essential to bear in mind before one gets bogged down in 
a maze of minutiae regarding founders, pastors, events, and the like.

The year 1895 saw new waves of immigrants dotting the American scene. Many of these searchers 
were of Polish ancestry, who had decided to make a new bid for freedom following the partition of 
Poland and later its futile bid for independence in 1863.

Of prime concern to these newly-landed immigrants was the preservation of their Christian Catho- 
lic faith and ethnic traditions which in Slavic history have served as one of the prime agents in pre-
serving, strengthening and handing on this Faith.

In the Fall River area, at that time still a part of the Diocese of Providence, there was no parish 
facility which could minister to the needs of Polish Catholics. Polish-speaking immigrants used the 
facilities of St. Mary's Parish (now the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption) on Spring Street. 
Later a school near the Cathedral was used regularly for worship with Polish priests coming to serve 
the group from as far away as Boston.
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The Polish population increased at a rapid and steady rate. Encouraged by the Bishop of Providence, 
Most Reverend Matthew Harkins, the Polish-speaking worshippers at St. Mary's began planning for 
the establishment of their own parish community.

A two family dwelling, the present rectory, became the home of the parish priest. The church build-
ing itself was not yet ready for occupancy when the first Baptism took place on October 21, 1898. 
The cornerstone was laid on February 26, 1899.

Father Peter Guzik became the first shepherd of this newly organized flock and remained as pastor 
until April of 1902. Father Joseph Ziemba, a priest of the Congregation of the Resurrection, served 
as interim pastor from April to June. This Chicagoan was succeeded in the summer of 1902 by Father 
Peter Basinski. In his spiritual charge were three hundred families.

Father Basinski's years were ones of development on all fronts. The small wooden church building 
could no longer accommodate the increased number of parishioners. An addition was constructed 
from the approximate area of the Communion railing to the rear of the present sanctuary. A far 
greater concern in the pastor's mind, however, was the Christian formation of the young through 
the establishment of a parish school.

St. Stanislaus Parish School began sessions in 1906 being one of the first two schools (the other 
being in Webster, Massachusetts) in the State to obtain the blessing of the services of the Felician 
Sisters (The Congregation of the Sisters of St. Felix of Cantalice). It was shortly after organizing our 
parish school that Father Basinski returned to his beloved Poland where he ended his days.

From the very beginning the lot of the Felician Sisters in our community was one of total self-giving 
through self-dying. This characteristic remains as their outstanding trait to this very day! No amount 
of eulogizing, no accolade, no gift can ever express the debt of our Christian family to these women 
who came among us to 'give birth to the Christ' in each of us! As a community dedicated to repara-
tion, penance and contemplative union with God through a life of prayer. The highest tribute that 
can be paid to these women is the mentioning of the fact that in the life of the Felician Sisters in 
St. Stanislaus Convent, first things have always remained first: search for union with God through 
a spirit of contemplation and service to men! It is frightening to imagine the spiritual condition of 
our family without the contribution of love made by every single Felician Sister who ever served 
here regardless of the capacity in which she witnessed!

The first 'convent' of our first Sisters was the second floor of our old school building. It was Father 
Basinski's successor Father Lawrence Malecki, who purchased a three story dwelling at 730 Broad-
way to serve as the Sisters' Convent.

Father Malecki's name is to this day of the most revered in the annals of our parish's history. He 
was regarded universally as a man of deep union with God, humble and very generous. He was a 
legend in his own time, so much so that parishioners to this very day speak of him with evident 
love and pride, considering themselves fortunate to have lived during his pastorate. The parish had 
reached nearly 900 families during his time. Father Malecki made the purchase of a new organ and 
carried on many needed renovation projects to parish proerties. It was his concern to renovate the 
school by making classrooms on the second floor once the Sisters had moved into their own newly 
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acquired home. This was in 1907.

The Fall River Diocese had now been created by Pope St. Pius X. Father Małecki was recalled by 
the Bishop of Providence to serve as pastor in Quidnick, Rhode Island in the parish of Our Lady of 
Częstochowa. Sadness enveloped the parishioners the likes of which, we are told, has never oc-
curred since. The imprint of Father Lawrence Małecki, however, remains indelibly enshrined. He 
died during his pastorate in St. Joseph's Parish in Central Falls, R. I.

Father John Nowicki, a man of learning and administrative prowess became St. Stan's new leader 
and remained as pastor until 1918. It was during Father Nowicki's pastorate that the expanding area 
of our parish necessitated the formation of our sister-parish, Holy Cross Church on Pulaski Street.

It was in 1918 that the second Bishop of Fall River, Most Reverend Daniel Feehan, appointed Rev.
Hugo Emanuel Dylla as pastor of the Rockland Street parish. It would be Father Dylla who would 
remain in that position until his death in 1966 and the appointment of Rev. Robert S. Kaszyński as 
his successor.

He was a man of culture, determination and principle — Father Dylla was. Totally committed to the 
service of the Gospel as evidenced in his life as a missionary in the jungles of Brazil, Father Dylla 
was equally concerned that this Gospel message reach his people through the medium which they 
understood best, the traditions of their ancestors, Polish culture.

He was a man of exquisite taste, Father Dylla was. From him we inherit the tradition in St. Stan's of 
"nothing cheap for God". In the purchase of liturgical vestments — hand embroidered works of art 
which we jealously preserve to this day; in procuring the liturgical furnishings and appointments (of 
special note is our irreplaceable altar communion railing!) Father Dylla spared no expense in time 
or energy to secure the best. Prominent for his carvings in our church is the carverartist Ferdinand 
Stuflessur of Ortisei, Italy whose works include not Only the hand-carved communion railing but 
the fourteen carvings of the Stations of the Cross.

Following the fire of 1951, Father Dylla set about the renovation of the church edifice. It was at this 
time that a new organ was purchased and bells installed. It was failing health which prompted Father 
Dylla's transferring administration of the parish to other hands. It was on June 12, 1962 that Father 
Robert S. Kaszynski, until then an assistant priest at St. Patrick's Church in Fall River, was assigned 
as assistant to Father Dylla, by the Most Reverend James L. Connolly, then bishop of the Diocese. 
On October 5, 1962 Father K, then ordained only two and a half years, was named as temporary 
ad-ministrator of the parish due to the aggravated physical condition of Father Dylla.

Father "K" assumed his duties by calling together the whole parish on Sunday, October 7, 1962 for 
a solemn hour of adoration and reparation and petition with thanksgiving to beg Divine Assistance. 
The church was filled. A new era began — based however, not on anything new, but on the founda-
tion so ably laid by countless men and women, by the priests and sisters who had marched before.

Being of the conviction that it is the parish's function to serve as that 'backdrop' against which 
individuals achieve union with God through the personal experience of Christ, Father K set about 
the inner renewal of the parish through external refurbishing first.
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A tremendous source of encouragement was Reverend Robert Sevigny, O.M.I., of the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate who while on sabbatical leave from Africa assisted Father "K" for one year. His 
memory is fresh and venerated among us today.

Father "K" would remain alone in serving the needs of our people until the ordination of Reverend 
William f. Hurley in May of 1968. Father Hurley, who had served as deacon here the previous sum-
mer was assigned as assistant pastor in which position he served until August 1969.

Of prime concern was the deepening of our parish's knowledge of Jesus Christ. To this end in Feb-
ruary 1963 Father "K" initiated the regular Tuesday Novena honoring the Doctor of the Gospel, St. 
Anthony of Padua. The services are still part of the parish schedule. It was this service which led to 
the weekly broadcasts in Polish of the "Hour of St. Anthony" broadcast every Tuesday over Station 
WSAR in Fall River.

Bishop Connolly was a great source of inspiration to the pastor in allowing the parish to schedule 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for public adoration every First Friday of the Month. With an 
everincreasing solidity spiritually things were beginning to 'happen'. Christian Living Programs for 
both young and adults began to mushroom and prosper. Catholics and non-Catholics alike were 
more and more in evidence at all parish functions.

In preparation for the parish's 65th Anniversary new stained glass windows were installed, the 
project of the Trappist monks of St. Joseph's Abbey in Spencer, Massachusetts. Vestments by these 
same Cistercians became the normally used liturgical vesture. On October 17, 1964 a new 40 ft. 
fiberglass steeple was jacked into place, a crowning event of the Anniversary year observance.

It was on September 10, 1966 that Father Hugo Dylla became a part of history-past. He died peace-
fully, relieved of his cross of suffering. On September 15, 1966 Father "K" was appointed pastor by 
Bishop Connolly, the same bishop from whose hands Father had received priestly ordination on 
January 30, 1960 in St. Mary's Cathedral.

Just a few months previous groundbreaking for the new parish school had occurred. And that at a 
time when the fate of the Catholic school system was highly questionable. Father "K" convinced that 
any parish school is only as viable as the spiritual life of the parish of which it is a part, determined 
to 'go' on the plans. The parish's resources were minimal. It's determination and conviction of the 
necessity of the project were unlimited. Faith prompted us to build. This Faith did not disappoint 
us! A fundraising drive began which raised a total of nearly $100,000 toward the projected building 
and furnishing cost of over $300,000. The school dedication occurred on Saturday, May 6, 1967 
presided over by Bishop James L. Connolly. The dedication banquet the next day, the Solemnity of 
St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr, celebrated not only the new school's dedication but the rededi-
cation of the church interior which had been completed to coincide with the school's completion. 
Now, seven years later, with no additional collections or drives, the parish debt stands at $15,000! 
No mean accomplishment on the part of faithfilled people since during those same years the con-
vent was completely renovated as a cost of about $40,000, the church renovation costing about 
$35,000 including windows, new organ, complete repointing of the exterior; an additional $30,000 
was used for rectory renovation which is still in the final stages of completion.
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An unusual feature of our community's life began in 1966 when Father "K" announced a pilgrimage 
to Poland in honor of the observance of the "Millenium" — Poland's 1,000th Anniversary of her 
baptism as a Christian nation. The trip also included a pilgrimage to Padua, Italy to the tomb of St. 
Anthony who has played a dynamic role in the spiritual formation of the pastor. After returning 
from Poland and Italy, including visits to Rome, Assisi and Venice, Father "K" sensed a slow but 
sure change in parish attitudes. A widening of interests, broadening of horizons. Since that time 
over one thousands of our brothers and sisters and their friends have traveled in 'pilgrimage' with 
the pastor. To Ireland, Holland, France, Switzerland, Austria, they have gone and returned a little 
changed. A large pilgrimage set out to Portugal in April, 1971 in honor of St. Anthony of Padua 
who was actually born in Lisbon. Last October a plane full of parishioners went to Nassau in the 
Bahamas for a Jubilee Weekend. Last summer's excursion visited Russia and drank in the mystery 
and splendor of that land. But each excursion is in conjunction with Poland as a practical way of 
helping parish members to seek out their 'roots' in order to better understand themselves and 
the world around them.

This summer's Jubilee Pilgrimage saw 155 pilgrims wend their way to those locations in Poland 
most closely associated with our parish: the tomb of St. Stanislaus in Krakow where he was bish-
op and where in 1079 he was murdered in witness to the Faith. The Monastery of Jasna Gora in 
Częstochowa, Poland wherein is enshrined the Sacred Icon of Our Lady, the faithful copy of which 
is kept in the Lady Chapel of our parish church, imported from Częstochowa by Father "K". The 
foundation of Blessed Maximilian Mary Kolbe, O.F.M.C., the Franciscan friar who gave his life for 
another in Auschwitz Concentration Camp in August of 1941; the shrine of Blessed Cunegunda 
in Stary Sacz, located in the region from which so many of our pioneers in the parish emigrated. 
Among the happy pilgrims were the four Felician Sisters who now teach in our school sponsored 
by the parish as an act of public thanksgiving for their witness among us and in salute to all the 
Sisters who ever served here. The pilgrimage ended in Czechoslovakia.

Plans are now afoot to visit North Africa next February in honor of St. Anthony's desire to preach 
to the Mohammedans there in the 13th century. Next preliminary plans have been ini¬tiated for 
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

One result of these pilgrimages is a definite spiritual conversion among parish members. The first 
year of the Wednesday devotions in honor of the Sacred Icon of Our Lady of Częstochowa has 
seen a very steady increase in interest and attendance. This at the very time that renewed inter-
est in solid devotion to the Mother of God is becoming evident in many quarters of the Church.

The highlight of our Jubilee Observance took place on Sunday, August 26, 1973 when in the midst 
of a heat wave unequalled in over one hundred years an overflowing congregation gathered for 
the Observance of the Solemnity of Our Lady of Częstochowa with its colorful procession on the 
parish grounds. This event marked a new chapter in the parish's spiritual maturity. It promises to 
become one of the central liturgical celebrations in the parish year. We hope next year to mark 
this solemnity with the dedication of a proposed monument on the parish grounds erected in 
memory of Blessed Maximilian Mary Kolbe as a symbol of our parish's commitment in the new 
age before us to the profession in action of that love to which Maximilian gave witness. Last year's 
celebration of Częstochowa Day was marked with the dedication of the carillon which announces 
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parish celebrations and services.

As part of the Diamond Jubilee Observance the Most Reverend Daniel A. Cronin, Bishop of the 
Diocese, allowed for the complete renovation of our parish church building. The project got un-
der way on February 12, 1973 and was completed in time for the blessing of the new sanctuary 
furnishings on Memorial Day, May 28th. The lower church hall became a temporary chapel during 
the time of renovation. In the upper church, meanwhile, the choirloft was refurbished, the pews 
and floor completely re finished, the sanctuary area expanded, the communion rail was restyled. 
The whole atmosphere created is one of monastic peace, and down-to-earth practicality — an 
invitation to those who enter to "come apart and rest awhile" in an attitude of contemplative 
wonder of Him who is All in us all !

But the Church is People — God's People — believing People — Loving People! To give the members 
of our community an opportunity to intensify their oneness with each other and through each 
other with Our Savior is the function and purpose of our parish organizations. Among the oldest 
of these are the Arch confraternity of the Holy Rosary, The St. Stanislaus Kostka Society P.R.C.U., 
St. Casimir  Society P.R.C.U., the Society of Our Lady of Leżajsk P.R.C.U. and the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society together with the Knights of Krakow of the Polish National Alliance. More recent in our 
history are the Women's Guild and St. Stanislaus Men's Club. The Guiding Force in the day-to-day 
running of parish operations is the Parish Council which has been carrying on its functions for nearly 
ten years. The Parish Board of Education, the Acolyte Guild, the Lector Corps and Usher Division, 
the Parish Liturgical Commission, St. Stanislaus CYO Athletic Division, Christian Living Series and 
Corps of Organists, Folk Liturgy Group — each with its own functions and opportunities provide 
ample possibilities to those who would benefit from their existence and purpose.

Worthy of special note is the fact that, attesting to growth in Christian maturity, the annual Chris-
tian Education Lenten Series for adults given by the pastor during the six weeks of Lent averages 
even on stormy evenings an assembly of between 250 to 300 adults at each session!

It was in September of 1972 that the parish received a new assistant, the Reverend Wojciech 
Baryski, S.Ch., a priest of the missionary Society of Christ whose purpose is to assist in parishes 
mainly of Polish origin where there is need of priestly assistance. Father Baryski's coming has made 
possible a widening of all areas of parish life.

Prominent in our parish life currently is the Visitation of the Sacred Icon of Our Lady of Często-
chowa which began its journey to the homes of parish brothers and sisters last October 7th and 
will continue to do so for another two years, remaining in each home for one week which week 
becomes a time of spiritual renewal and rededication for the host family and its friends.

The parish within the last ten years has been the scene of various gatherings for spirituality work-
shops and days of renewal especially for various communities of Sisters beginning with the Felician 
Sisters. The pastor's apostolate of retreat and mission preaching has brought him into contact with 
countless communities of men and women: the Sisters of St. Joseph, Franciscan Missionaries of 
Mary, Sisters of Mercy, Dominican Sisters, the Daughters of Mary, Sisters of the Holy Union, to 
mention just a few. These contacts in turn have enriched the whole parish community since much 
of the matter covered in these retreats, etc. has been adapted to the living conditions of lay men 
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and women as we find them in our parish.

Prominent among social and fundraising activities are the annual Polish Summer Festival which 
attracts thousands from all parts of New England and the weekly Bingo series which was begun 
only one year ago. One of the firstfruits of these endeavors is our hope to be able to burn the 
mortgage on the parish debt within the next year.

The once Polish-only ethnic makeup of our parish family has changed together with the changing 
face of the city of Fall River. Today at any service we find brothers and sisters of various cultural 
and ethnic backgrounds professing union in the One Faith, One Lord, One Baptism. Yet we impress 
all who worship with us and work among us that the uniqueness attendant to our origins must 
never be let go! Not for any chauvinistic reason! Simply for the reason that we firmly believe it 
the function of a 'national language' parish such as ours to contribute to the 'building up of the 
Body of Christ' through the teaching and transmission of the Good News of Jesus Christ through 
not only the Word and Sacraments which are the common source of Faith for all in the Church 
Universal, but also through the traditions and culture of those of Slavic origin whose whole his-
tory is a history of Faith in action. Our peculiarly beautiful customs, our forefathers' tongue, our 
thousand year old heritage of faith- fullness to Christ, His Cross, His Gospel, His Church — all this 
is our sharing in the formation of the mosaic which is God's people! We seek then not to eradicate 
or negate these differences, but rather make them more pronounced. As each color and piece in 
forming a mosaic masterpiece must issue forth with all that is its peculiar hue and shading in all 
brilliance — stressing what is its own, yet blending with the best of every other element and color 
in the pattern, so with the role of our parish community. Keeping always 'first things first' — the 
Kingdom of God and His justice, being confident that 'everything shall indeed be added besides' !

The fact that we have existed for seventy- five years in itself means precious little. That in those 
years, Jesus Christ has come to take on more definite and personal meaning in the lives of our 
members — and through so informing their lives has reached out and continues to reach out to the 
world which touches us — awaiting the moment of healing — there is something to celebrate: His 
Life in Us! Amid thanksgiving and hopes lies the challenge of the Jubilee for our parish community. 
At once a challenge and a promise. The summary of everything that a parish is 'about'.

"Today you are making this agreement with the Lord: He is to be your God and you are to walk in 
His ways and observe His statutes and commandments and decrees, and to hearken to His voice. 
And today the Lord is making this agreement with you: you are to be a people peculiarly His own; 
and provided you keep all his commandments, he will then raise you on high and you will be a 
people sacred to the Lord your God." - (Deut. 26, 17)

 ROSTER OF PASTORS OF ST. STANISLAUS PARISH
Reverend Peter Guzik 1898-1902
Reverend Joseph Ziemba, C.R 1902
Reverend Piotr Basiński 1902-1907
Reverend Lawrence Małecki 1907-1914
Reverend John Nowicki 1914-1918
Reverend Hugo E. Dylla 1918-1966
Reverend Robert S. Kaszyński 1962-


