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  History of St. Michael The Archangel Church
  Golden Jubilee 1912-1962 St. Michael The Archangel Church, 
  DuBois, PA. CAP at Orchard Lake.
 

The year was 1912. The twentieth century had scarcely begun, yet its pace was being swiftly accele- 
rated with the invention of the automobile, airplane, (as it was spelled in those days), the movies, 
rag-time music, and the traveling circus.
An Army lieutenant named Scott conducted the first experiment in aerial bombing, and the Army 
was so pleased with the results that it ordered 100 of these wonderful air-machines to incorporate 
them into the U. S. Army.
The "tin Lizzie" was becoming a common sight on the city streets replacing "old Dobbin", and names 
like Studebaker and Packard, famous for buggies, were now attached to horseless carriages.
Movies were only a "nickel", and Broadway blazed in lights for the first time such famous names 
as Ethel Barrymore, Otis Skinner, Billie Burke, Lillian Russell, George Arliss, and the comedy team 
of Weber and Fields.
That was the year, also, of the growth for the Catholic Church, giving rise to many bigots, the 
most infamous being Thomas E. Watson, a Georgian politician. His attacks on the Church were so 
scurrilous and vile that even Protestants could not bear them and sued Watson for distribution of 
obscene material.
Catholics were happy to learn that Archbishop Giovanni Bonzano arrived in New York to be the new 
Apostolic Delegate to the United States. One of his first public acts was to offer a Mass and public 
prayers for the 1,513 passengers who went down with the Titanic on April 15 of that year.
The Church was coming of age in the United States. It was divided into 12 Archdioceses and 65 
Dioceses. Today it numbers 26 Archdioceses and 113 Dioceses.
In DuBois, the pace was just as fast, and the town was beginning to feel growing pains. The Daily 
DuBois Express was selling for a penny; Spencer Bros, sold "the best mattress you ever saw" for 
seven dollars; "The Texas Cattle King" was being shown at the Avenue Theatre (three balconies!); 
bread in wax paper cost six cents a loaf; Weber Co. offered red woolen railroader underwear for 
one dollar a pair; and January was the coldest month in 30 years, registering at times a cold 36 
degrees below zero.
The two Catholic, churches - St. Catherine and St. Joseph - were hardly able to handle the growing 
number of parishioners because of the tremendous influx of immigrants from Poland and Czecho-
slovakia.
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Nothing could be done about the cold of that 1912 winter, nor anything about the price of food, 
clothing, and entertainment; but something could be done about the over-crowded conditions of 
the two churches.
Taking the matter into their hands, under the leadership of Joseph Margiewicz and Stanislaus Toma-
sik, a committee was formed to inquire about the advisability of building another Catholic church 
to take care of the overflow.
At the first meeting, May 2, 1909, 310 interested adults attended, and by a unanimous vote, agreed 
to make plans for a new church under the patronage of St. Michael the Archangel. Stanislaus To-
masik, Emry Pollack, Adelbert Mirecki, and Ladislaus Luszczki were elected president, treasurer, 
recording sec¬retary, and financial secretary, respectively.
Family members of the new church were assessed 25 dollars yearly, while the unmarried were to 
contribute 15 dollars, to be paid 50 cents monthly.
The beginnings were difficult and most troublesome, but in one year's time, enough money was 
collected from the Poles and Slavs in Falls Creek, Shaffer No. 1 and No. 2 Shaft to pay Mrs. Huggins 
$2,400 for the plot of land where the church now stands.
The faint and weak-hearted who withdrew from the undertaking at first, now began to come back 
in droves and contribute, especially when they saw the foundation being laid by Kohlhepp  & Sons 
of DuBois.
In the spring of 1912 the basement building had been completed and the interior furnished with 
Altar, sanctuary necessities, chairs, and an organ. All that was needed was the Bishop's acceptance 
of the property, and his assignment of a priest to take over the spiritual and financial affairs of the 
Church.
It was easier said than done. His Excellency, Bishop Fitzmaurice, had been contacted two years 
earlier concerning the proposed new parish, and advised the committee against it. Now, two years 
later, faced with the completed material building, he had no choice but to accept it, and promised 
to bless the cornerstone of the new ediface on May 30, 1912.
The Solemn Mass of Dedication of the basement church was said by Bishop Fitzmaurice; the sermon 
preached by Father Rajs. As for a resident and permanent pastor, the bishop delayed this appoint-
ment until Jan. 2, 1913, when he sent Fr. Rajs to become St. Michael's first pastor.
Under Fr. Rajs' guidance and prudent direction, not only was the debt paid off, but a sizeable 
amount of money accrued to the treasury, which was more than enough to start the building of a 
rectory for the pastor. Ever since his appointment to St. Michael's Fr. Rajs boarded at the Malicki 
home nearby. In the spring of 1914, the rectory was completed and occupied by the pastor, who, 
unfortunately, was able to enjoy it for only 2 years. In July, 1916, he was transferred to St, Barbara 
Church in Houtzdale.
Fr. Edward Pawlikowski, as unlike his predecessor as one can be, took over in July, 1916, i n more 
ways than one. Under his dynamic and forceful personality the superstructure of the church was 
completed as we have it today. He toyed with the idea of starting anew from the foundation, but 
complied with the wishes of the majority of his parishioners to finish what was already started.
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At a cost of $10,911 for the exterior and $19,340, for decorating and furnishing the interior, St. 
Michael was now a complete church ready for the blessing. Because of the illness of Bishop Fitz-
maurice, Father Glogowski, Rector of St. John Kanty in Erie, was delegated by His Excellency to bless 
and dedicate this newest church in the diocese on May 30, 1917. The Mass following the blessing 
was said by Father Zubrzycki of Adrian, assisted by Fathers Ignasiak, and Matysiak of Erie.
For the next 17 years, Fr. Pawlikowski administered the parish with zeal and dedication. On March 
10, 1933, he suffered a fatal heart attack, and was buried in the parish cemetery which he himself 
had purchased and developed fourteen years before.
Father Casimir Rybinski, who had built St. Adalbert Church in Farrell, Pa., succeeded Fr. Pawlikowski. 
His tenure was cut short by an unfortunate accident which he suffered two years after his appoint-
ment. On his way back to DuBois after attending 40 Hour Devotions at Farrell, Pa., his car skidded 
and turned over. While recuperating from the injuries of the accident, he contracted pneumonia 
and died on October 18, 1935.
Fr. Pol came to St. Michael the following month and remained as pastor for thirteen years. Never in 
perfect health, he nevertheless did not spare himself for his people. He first inaugurated the weekly 
Polish classes and provided nuns from the community of the Sisters of Nazareth of Pittsburgh to 
teach catechism to his children. As a reward for his unstinting efforts he was promoted in February 
of 1948 to the Assumption parish in Oil City.
Fr. Peter Dembinski was moved from Sykesville to St. Michael in May of 1948 and became the sixth 
pastor. It was he who remodeled the church basement into the beautiful hall we enjoy today. After 
13 months, Father Dembinski died suddenly and was succeeded by Father Louis Kozlowski in 1949.
Father Louis served St. Michael parish ten years during which he put in many improvements and 
revitalized all parish societies. It was during his administration that the drive to build our Catholic 
high school began so successfully. Through his efforts and whole hearted cooperation of a hard 
working committee, St. Michael parish not only oversubscribed it’s given goal but was the first to 
redeem its pledge to the school. It should be mentioned here that the Pulaski Club was responsible 
for $10,000. of that pledge.
In Nov. 1959, Fr. Kozlowski was promoted to the episcopal city of Erie where he is pastor of St. 
Hedwig Church.
The present pastor, Father Nowakowski, was not entirely a new comer to the parish when he arrived 
in November of 1959, for he had been administrator of St. Michael church from February to May 
of 1948, serving in the interim between Father Pol and Father Dembinski.
He received his elementary education in the public and parochial schools of Erie. For philosophy 
and theology he attended St. Mary's University and Seminary in Baltimore, Maryland, where he 
was ordained by Bishop McManara of the Archdiocese of Washington, D. C. in November of 1943, 
for the diocese of Erie.
He served as an assistant at Holy Rosary, Sacred Heart, St. Hedwig in Erie, and St. Callistus in Kane. 
In addition to being pastor of St. Michael church, he is also a faculty member of our new Central 
Catholic High School.


