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Diamond Jubilee of the Archdiocese of Chicago, 1920, p. 646.
CAP at Orchard Lake. 

The Parish of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was formed by the Most Reverend James E. Quigley 
in July, 1910, to embrace the territory between 41st and 47th Streets, Ashland and Western 
Avenues. On July 2nd of said year, Rev. Francis J. Karabasz was appointed first pastor. He began 
work at once and quietly obtained an option on a plot of ground at 46th, Lincoln and Honore 
Streets. Five cottages were included in the property thus acquired, consisting of 18 lots for 
which $26,1ST was paid. The people of the locality were then notified and a parish meeting 
called at St. Joseph's Church. A committee was selected and plans for the future outlined.

Rev. S. Cholewiński, pastor of St. Joseph's Parish, permitted Mass to be said in his church at 9 
o'clock on Sundays and holidays for the people of the new parish, until their own church was 
built. First Mass was thus said on August 10, 1910.

About the middle of September, 1910, ground was broken for a combination school and church 
building, to cost approximately $71,999. Work progressed very rapidly, so that on the 9th of 
October, 1910," Bishop P. P. Rhode, D. D., blessed the corner stone.

To defray the expenses of the ground and building, a loan was negotiated with the St. Louis 
Mercantile Trust Co. for $90,000. A temporary loan for $4,000 was also obtained, making the 
whole debt on the property $94,000.

On the 19th day of March, 1911, first Mass was said in the new building, after a private blessing 
of the altars and vestments by the pastor.

May 28, 1911, the solemn blessing of the school building took place, Bishop P. P. Rhode, D. 
D., officiating A new bell was also blessed. In September, 1911, school opened with about six 
hundred and fifty pupils and nine Felician Sisters in charge.

First Confirmation in the parish was conferred July 4, 1911, by Bishop Rhode. November 2 to 11, 
1912, the first mission was conducted by the Franciscan Fathers of Pulaski, Wisconsin. In 1913 a 
new lot was added to the property and a new Sisters' house erected at a cost of $23,400 cash. 
July 4, 1914, the Sacrament of Confirmation was again administered. A new rectory was built 
in 1915 for $24,000 cash. To accommodate the ever-increasing number of pupils, a new school 
annex, consisting of two class rooms, was added in 1919, at a cost of $16,000 cash. In the same 
year the second mission was given by the Missionary Fathers of St. Vincent de Paul, Erie, Pa.
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The parish has been prospering and increasing in members - so that today it consists of 1,350 
families; four priests administer to the spiritual needs of the members; 1,250 pupils attend the 
school, instructed by 39 sisters, and the debt on the property amounting to $200, with good 
prospects of clearing it in 1921, when the loan expires.

The social life of the parish also has not been neglected. Nineteen different religious fraternal 
and benevolent societies have been established, each consisting of from fifty to two hundred 
members. The young ladies and young men are grouped in circles where all care is being taken 
to make of them future faithful and useful members of their church and their parish.

Curates: Rev. A. Wisnicowski, C. N. Pijanowski, A. Gawrych.


