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In Genesis, the first book of the Bible, we read that in the beginning before God created the world 
"the Spirit of God brooded over the empty waste." In writing this "genesis" of St. Michael's parish 
it is well that we begin with that same Spirit, who undoubtedly hovered over the "empty wastes" of 
South Chicago or "the bush," as a section of the area was later called, during those latter years of the 
1800's. We are sure that it was through the Holy Spirit's inspiration that St. Michael's parish came 
into being. It came into being, however, not by any miracle, but through ordinary human means…
There were the steel mills, for instance, nestled along the southern shore of Lake Michigan, that 
played their part in the "creation" of St. Michael's. Founded in 1880, the mills, heralding the new 
industrial age, needed workers, many workers. And this need found a ready response in the indus-
trious Polish immigrants who were then crowding to the shores of the United States and were most 
anxious to work. When they heard that work was available in the South Chicago steel mills, they 
began crowding to the shores of Lake Michigan and began building their homes in the shadow of 
the mills where they worked. And thus began the South Chicago community. Since the immigrants, 
Poles as well as Germans and Irish, were mostly Catholic, churches also began to arise to cast the 
shadow of their steeples over the roof tops of the neighborhood.
The first church for the Polish immigrants in the area was Immaculate Conception church on Com-
mercial Avenue. It was founded in 1882. But within ten years, with the continued influx of more 
and more people, the facilities of Immaculate Conception began to become strained. It was in the 
north-eastern part of the parish or "the bush" that eventually the ferment for a new parish began. And 
the initiative of this movement came to a great extent from the laity themselves. In 1888, a group 
of parishioners of Immaculate Conception parish living in this outlying area formed a society and 
placed it under the patronage of St. Michael, the Archangel. They banded together to work for their 
common interests and needs. It soon became evident that their most pressing need was the founding 
of a new parish in this area of "the bush," which was growing so quickly and was so far removed 
from Immaculate Conception church.
With the permission of Archbishop Feehan and with the encouragement of Father Pyplatz, the pastor 
of Immaculate Conception, the St. Michael Society arranged for the purchase of a plot of land along 
83rd .Street, between Bond and Ontario Streets (Now South Shore Drive and Brandon Avenue). The 
cost of the land was $14,700. The site for the new parish facilities in hand, the next order of business 
was to obtain a pastor.
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In the summer of 1891, a Father Zyla was sent by Archbishop Feehan to provide temporarily for 
the spiritual needs of the people here. He took up his residence at 8236 Bond Street. When he left, 
the people petitioned the Archbishop to assign as their permanent pastor a young priest whom they 
knew, since he was an assistant pastor of Immaculate Conception. And so it was that Father Adolph 
Nowicki, ordained less than a year, was assigned first pastor to the new parish, named after the 
founding society, St. Michael, the Archangel.
Father Nowicki assumed the pastorate of St. Michael's on February 2, 1892. The parishioners and 
pastor of the new parish offered up their first parochial Mass together on that day in the church of 
their mother parish, Immaculate Conception. However, within a week, through the energetic efforts 
of pastor and parishioners a temporary frame church was constructed on the site of the present rec-
tory. Services were held here until September of that year, when the new church-school combination 
building was completed on 83rd and Brandon. The building, appropriately, was blessed on Septem-
ber 29th, the very feast day of the parish. When services began in the new second-story church, the 
temporary frame church was taken by a parishioner, Mr. M. Lenard, and moved to 8300 Brandon 
and construction began on the rectory, which stands to this day at 8237 South Shore Drive. In 1893, 
Father Nowicki arranged for the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth to staff the school, a job 
which they continue to fulfill to this present day.
founders and first parishioners of St. Michael's are: Pijanowski, Mazurkiewicz, Gorzelanny, Przyby-
linski, Rydzewski, Kozłowski, Jordon and Chemma. Some other "firsts" were, Father Czykowski had 
the first "First Mass" at the parish; Father Lipski was the first assistant; Mr. Charles Kowalski was 
the first permanent organist; Mr. Cerajewski was the first lawyer and Mr. Zarzycki, the first doctor.
After seven and a half years of pastoral service to the parish Father Nowicki left St. Michael's. On 
October 31, 1897, the second pastor, Father Paul Rhode took up the pastoral reins of the fast growing 
parish. Father Rhode came from S.S. Peter & Paul parish which he founded. Since the parish con-
tinued its rapid growth, the facilities of the church were becoming quite inadequate; so plans began 
to be laid for the construction of a new church. Work began on the present church in 1907 and on 
October 3rd of that year the cornerstone was blessed and laid. It required two years to complete the 
lofty and expansive Gothic structure which dominates the whole of South Chicago. On May 23rd, 
1909, the church was finally put into operation. The cost of the church was $240,000.
While the church was in building, rumors began to fly that Father Rhode was destined to be the first 
bishop of Polish origin to be consecrated in the United States. On June 17, 1908, the rumors were 
realized when Archbishop Quigley announced that Father Rhode was appointed Auxiliary Bishop 
of Chicago by Pope Pius X. Bishop Rhode continued on as pastor of St. Michael's and as Auxiliary 
Bishop of Chicago for seven years until he was assigned to be the Ordinary of the Diocese of Green 
Bay; he left on September 29, 1915.
The third pastor to be assigned to St. Michael's was no newcomer. Father John Lange served here as 
an assistant for three years. Nor was he a tyro as a pastor; he already served as pastor of Holy Rosary 
parish in North Chicago and of St. Solomea parish. He came to St. Michael's on September 26th, 
1915 and was to stay on as pastor for 45 years, dying on the very anniversary of his arrival in 1960.
Msgr. John Lange (He was given the dignity of Right Reverend Monsignor by Cardinal Stritch.) 
expended much of his efforts towards providing more adequate schooling for the children. In 1917 
he enlarged and remodeled the old school to provide for over 2000 students and in 1926 he arranged 
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for the erection of the present school on South Shore Drive. Later he added an Annex to his build¬ing 
for more school space. A long standing ambition of Msgr. Lange was realized when in 1937 a two 
year commercial high school was begun in the former grade school building. This soon became a 
fully accredited high school which still serves the parish and the community today.
It was under Msgr. Lange that the Boys' Club was begun and has since become an influential com-
munity organization.
In January of 1961, Father John G. Peterson was transferred as pastor of St. Joseph parish in Chi-
cago Heights to be the fourth pastor in the 75 year history of St. Michael's. It was soon evident that 
a pressing need of the parish was better living quarters for the sis-ters. The old convent on Brandon 
Avenue was in great disrepair. So Father Peterson set to planning and building the present modern 
convent on South Shore Drive.
St. Michael's today, under the leadership of Father Peterson, boasts of 1900 families, over 700 chil-
dren in the grade school and 160 students in the high school. Besides this there are many thriving 
societies engaged in numerous activities to keep the parish alive and ever striving to make some 
pertinent Christian impact on the community.
Father Peterson and his Associate Priests carry on the work of their predecessors as St. Michael's 
parish presses on into an uncertain future, a future of social change and even cataclysmic threats; 
but it presses on not in fear and doubt, but with undaunted hope, inspired by the faith that the same 
Spirit who guided the beginnings and continued growth of St. Michael's will continue to show the 
way until St. Michael's parish which rose up out of "the bush" in the shadow of the steel mills will 
be taken up one day to become a part of that "Heavenly Jerusalem" foretold by Our Lord.
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