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No history of any parish would be complete without enumerating the many incidents causing its 
founding. The same holds true for our parish.
Records reveal few residents of Polish descent in the Bridgeport area prior to 1859. Immigration had 
been curtailed to America during the Civil War years. However war records at Springfield, Illinois, 
indicate that on September 23, 1862, when over 5,000 Illinois troops were leaving Camp Douglas 
located at that time south of 31st Street, almost 200 of these men were of Polish descent, many of 
them from this area.
June, 1868, marked the lifting of immigration barriers and with its reopening came into Bridgeport 
the three Smuczynski brothers: Francis, Michael, and John, followed by W. Modelski, Zandecki, 
Skrzypczynski, Muszynski, Pierzynski, Szykowny, Kosiek and brothers Palucli, Stanley and John. 
In 1869, more Polish names were added to the roster of Bridgeport residents: Bernatowicz, Balce-
rowski, Grabowski, Ciesielski, Tomaszewski, Buttny, Sikorski, and Knasiak. In 1870 and 1871 came 
Kapanowski, Czajka, Byczek, Pruchniewski, Jankowski, Stachnik, Maziarka, Jackowiak, Gruzlewski, 
Wiencek, Moskal and Kulikowski. In 1880 Bridgeport received the following: Sendra, Kwilosz, 
Piątek, Pacanowski, Depcik, Goga, Mrumlinski, Falasz, Czyi, Superczynski, Stupnicki, Górecki, 
Pomierski, Mocny, Bączkowski, Tomaszewski, Tanka, Nowicki, Nowak, Zawacki, and Bogucki. In 
1881 and 1882 more names were added to the pioneers of Bridgeport: Hernacki, Mańkowski, Rad-
wański, Czarny, Jasiński, Kuchta, Borucki, Urlich, Ciciora, Wyszyński, Rutkowski, Lyduch, Janiga, 
Kordelewski, Oleszkiewicz and Kuberski. Unquestionably there were many others but names could 
not be secured from the early settlers of this area.
In September, 1882, the Polish residents of this area held a meeting in a frame building located at 
Bonfield near 31st Street to decide about securing funds to build a church. It was voted upon to run 
a raffle. Frank Smuczynski offered one of his mules as a prize or a cow if the winner chose not to 
accept the mule. The raffle produced over $200 and in May 1883 the group made a down payment 
on a two story frame building located at the northeast corner of Lyman and Farrell streets. The inside 
walls were removed and replaced with arches to support the second floor. This structure served as a 
combination Church, school and Sisters' home for the Polish families of Bridgeport.
In this building, the Rev. Adolph Snigurski, pastor of St. Adalbert's church held the first divine ser-
vices on July 17, 1883.
During the weekdays a curtain was drawn across the altar to provide for two class rooms. The front 
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of the second floor was also used as a class room. The rear four rooms were used as living quarters 
for the Felician Sisters, the first teachers in our parish.
Father Snigurski attended to the spiritual needs of our young parish for a year or two. He tramped 
every week from 17th street over impassable, muddy roads, unpaved streets and was constantly subject 
to holdup men, who preyed upon the people at the Ashland avenue bridge. Father Snigurski left our 
parish and Chicago in 1884 to depart for the Fast and died a few years later in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil.
His successor, Father John Radziejewski, bought, upon the advice of the Most Rev. Archbishop Patrick 
Feehan, Archbishop of Chicago, a block of land between Morgan (Laureh and Aberdeen (Mosspratt) 
and between Thirty-second street and Thirty-second place and moved the Church structure from Farrell 
Street onto a strip 160 feet wide. In the same year, an old frame house and an old Protestant church 
were also bought and moved from Halsted and 38th Streets to the newly purchased lots. The parish 
now had the necessary buildings ready for a pastor, unassigned as yet because of shortage of priests.
Father Radziejewski and his assistant, Father Leopold Moczygemba, attended this young parish for 
two years, usually on the week-ends. The first baptism was administered in August, 1884.
On June 24, 1886, the Rev John Zylla was ordained a priest for the diocese of Chicago and was 
appointed as an assistant to the pastor of St. Adalbert's church. Here he remained for three months 
and on October 8, 1886, was appointed the first regular pastor of St. Mary's church by Archbishop 
Feehan. His first project was to build in 1888 a brick rectory and in the following year, 1885), he 
began building our stately brick church which was finished in 1892 by the late Rt. Rev. Msgr. Stanley 
Nawrocki.
Our first pastor, Father John Zylla, was born on April 29, 1862, in Wejherowo, West Prussia, and 
received his early education in his home town. He completed his courses in theology at St. Francis 
Seminary, St. Francis, Wis. Upon ordination, he was appointed as an assistant at St. Adalbert's church 
and shortly after was named pastor of St. Mary's Church.
In 1891, he went to Europe for a visit and after his return was assigned to the pastorate of Immaculate 
Conception Church in Elmhurst, III., where he remained until 1916, when ill health forced him to 
move to California, where he remained until his death, July 24, 1936.
On May 3, 1891, Archbishop Feehan appointed Father Stanislaus Nawrocki as the pastor of St. Mary's. 
He completed the building of our Church and had it dedicated in March 1892 by the Vicar-General 
of the Archdiocese, the Very Rev. Daniel M. Dowling. On Octo¬ber 24, 1903, a momentous date in 
the history of Poles in America, Archbishop Edward Quigley consecrated St. Mary's Church — the 
first Polish church in the United States to receive this signal honor.
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Stanislaus Nawrocki was born on May 1, 1861, in Sienno, Poland. He received his 
early education in the grade schools in Wegrowiec. In 1882, he went to Rome to pursue the studies 
of philosophy and theology at the Gregorian University. Upon completion of his studies at the Sem-
inary in Baltimore, he was ordained to the priesthood on December 17, 1887, in Chicago by His 
Grace, Archbishop Feehan. For three months, Father Nawrocki served as an assistant to the pastor 
of St. Stanislaus Church and was then named an assistant to Father Zylla at St. Mary's Church. He 
remained in this capacity for two years.
In 1889, Father Nawrocki assumed charge of St. Joseph's parish in Town of Lake at 48th and Pau-
lina Streets, where he found some ninety families, twelve lots and a small two-story frame building 
which had served the parish needs as classrooms, hall and rectory. The building was enlarged and 
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rectory was built for the priests. History records the fact that before building the priests' rectory Fa-
ther Nawrocki lived in a small unheated room, which also served as a sacristy. Father Denis Hayes 
of St. Rose of Lima church found Father Nawrocki in this room and took him to his rectory to live 
with him until new quarters were built.
Father Nawrocki was appointed as pastor of St. Mary's Church on May 3, 1801 by Archbishop 
Feehan. As has been already stated, Father Nawrocki completed the building of our Church in 1892.
Besides his duties as pastor of St. Mary's, Father Nawrocki is found attending to the spiritual needs 
of families in Longwood and in Posen, 111., where he helped to build a frame church.
Finding the three frame structures on the Church property inadequate and not useful any more, Father 
Nawrocki demolished these buildings and built in 1906 a three-story brick school to accommodate 
the school children and the Sisters. This building bears the proud name of Kosciuszko School.
Later in 1906, he built a spacious convent for the Sisters of St. Joseph. He cancelled all debts and 
burned the mortgages.
As the original site of the so called "Bridgeport" church was slowly being populated, Father Naw-
rocki bought property on Throop and Archer Streets from funds of St. Mary's Church and in 1910 
erected a sixteen-room school house, with a large hall, convent and priests' residence. He opened 
the school in September, 1910, having secured the services of the Sisters of St. Joseph as teachers. 
In order to complete the new St. Barbara's parish, he assigned the sum of $50,000 from the treasury 
of St. Mary's parish for the purpose of building a new Church, which was finished and consecrated 
on July 4, 1914, by the Most Rev. Edward Kozlowski, Auxiliary Bishop of Milwaukee.
On March 4, 1917, he was honored by the Holy Father with the dignity of a Domestic Prelate at 
the request of His Eminence, Cardinal Mundelein. His investiture took place in our church, filled to 
capacity by the faithful.
After a brief illness, Msgr. Nawrocki passed away to his eternal reward on March 7, 1921, leaving 
behind an orphaned parish. If he were alive today, he would have celebrated his 100th birthday in 
May, 1961.
A month later, the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Thomas P. Bona, was named pastor of our parish. During his pastorate 
of 29 years, Msgr. Bona erected a new rectory, an eighteen-room grade school and a parish center.
Msgr. Bona was a native of St. Casimir's parish. He completed his early education at the parish 
school. He entered St. Joseph's Seminary, Dunwoodie, N.Y. and upon completion of his philosophy 
and theology courses, was ordained on May 25, 1907. His first assignment was that of assistant to 
the Most Rev. Paul Rhode, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago and pastor of St. Michael's Church 
in South Chicago. Shortly afterward he was named pastor of St. Joseph's Church in Summit, IL.
Gifted with unusual administrative ability, Msgr. Bona took an active part in all archdiocesan projects 
and was chairman of the Big Brother Committee of the Archdiocesan Holy Name Society since the 
society's foundation.
In addition, he was the chairman of the Archdiocesan School Board, chairman of the Polish Catholic 
Cemeteries; organizer of the Catholic Circle, founded by priests and lay-men at the beginning of the 
Eucharistic Congress in Chicago in 1926. He served as the spiritual director of the Polish Welfare 
Association and of the Catholic League for Assist-ance to Poland.
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He demonstrated further interest in Catholic organizations, when he established Archbishop Quigley 
Council, Knights of Columbus No. 2428, on Jan. 14, 1923 and the Copernicus Circle, Daughters of 
Isabella.
In frail health for five years, Msgr. Bona died on June 28, 1950, at St. Anthony De Pachia hospital. 
His funeral was held on July 3rd with his brother, The Most Rev. Stanislaus V. Bona, D.D., Bishop of 
Green Bay, Wis., as the celebrant of the Pontifical Requiem High Mass with His Eminence, Samuel 
Cardinal Stritch, presiding. Msgr. Bona is buried at Resurrection cemetry.
During the pastorate of Msgr. Bona, the parish had the pleasure of having as guests: General Joseph 
Haller on Nov. 11, 1923; of welcoming the saintly Archbishop John Cieplak in December 1925, and 
in June, 1926, hosting three Bishops from Poland, who visited our parish after the conclusion of the 
Eucharistic Congress in Chicago: Bishops Theodore Kubina, Henry Przezdziecki and Stanislaus 
Lukomski.
The parish also had the honor of a visit from Father Justin Figas, nationally known Franciscan speaker, 
who originated his Rosary Hour broadcast from our parish.
For over 25 years, The Most Rev. Stanislaus V. Bona, D.D., Bishop of Green Bay, Wis. has made an 
annual visit at Christmas to our parish to be with our altar boys at their annual party. We cherish and 
welcome his visit to our parish.
Our fourth Pastor, the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edward Smaza was appointed to take charge of St. Mary's in 
September, 1950 and held first services on October 8, 1950.
Msgr. Smaza was born in St. John Cantius parish on July 9, 1911, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Smaza. He studied at Stephen's school and prepared for the priesthood at Quigley and St. Mary of 
the Lake Seminaries. After ordination on April 7, 1934, he was selected to further his education at the 
Gregorian University in Rome, winning the doctorate in Canon Law there in 1937. In September 1949, 
he was advanced to the rank of papal chamberlain by His Holiness Pope Pius XII in recognition of 
his labors. Since 1937, he was secretary of the Matrimonial court of the Archdiocese of Chicago with 
residence at the Holy Name Cathedral. Msgr. Smaza is the chairman of the Big Brother Committee 
of the Archdiocesan Holy Name Society, director of the Polish Welfare Association and treasurer of 
the Catholic League for Religious Assistance to Poland. Msgr. Smaza is also the priest adviser of 
District 5, of the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women.
During the present pastorate of Msgr. Smaza, extensive remodeling and repairs have been made to 
the school and church property, including the painting of the church, both schools and Sisters' home, 
remodeling of the both schools and installation of sprinkler system in the high school. In November, 
1953, he was named a Domestic Prelate with the title of Right Reverend Monsignor.


