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Ascension of Our Lord parish was founded fifty years ago by a handful of immigrants, who a few
years before had come to America from the northwestern part of Poland. Most of them were farm
folk and villagers. They were poor in material resources, but rich in their religious faith and in the
culture and heritage, which they brought with them from their homeland. Havingcomefrom 
an enslaved and oppressed nation, where they witnessed many an armed uprising for the 
cause of freedom, they knew well the value of freedom and the price that had to be paid for it. 
Leaving their homeland, and everything near and dear to them, they migrated to the States in 
search of it. Most of them came directly or indirectly to the great mid-western city of Chicago, 
where so many of their fellow countrymen had settled. In time, they found their way into the 
northern suburb of Evanston, where employment, more suitable to their temperament and 
abilities, was in greater abundance. They settled on the west side of town, not too far from the 
industrial district, where many of them found employment. In succeeding years, others from 
the same part of Poland, encouraged by the success of their friends, also came and settled in 
the neighborhood. The result of this was the eventual colonization of the west side of Evanston.
Since these early immigrants came from a predominantly Catholic country, they brought with
themselves their traditional Catholic faith. Hence, their first concern was to find a suitable place of
worship, where they could conveniently fulfill their religious obligations. They were too few in 
number to have a church of their own, and so most of them enrolled at St. Nicholas Church on 
Ridge Avenue. Their lack of familiarity with the English language, however, made it impossible 
for them to participate fully in church services and devotions. The pastor of St. Nicholas, the Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. Peter Biermann soon realized this, and appreciated their plight. He proved himself 
to be their true friend and real benefactor, by arranging to have special services conducted for 
them in the Polish language. Occasionally on Sunday a priest, who spoke Polish, came from the 
Fathers of the Divine Word in Techny, Illinois, to conduct their devotions, to preach to them in 
their native tongue, and to hear their confessions. In 1911, this small group of Catholics became 
admission to the parish of Transfiguration in Bowmanville. The pastor of this parish, the Rev. 
Francis Wojciechowski, journeyed every other Sunday to Evanston to minister to the spiritual 
needs of his small congregation. This situation prevailed for a whole year. During this year the 
Polish population on the west side of Evanston increased appreciably, so much so, that a com-
mittee was formed, and an appeal was made to the Archbishop of Chicago for a new parish. 
The Archbishop honored their petition, and on June 12, 1912, the west side mission in Evanston 
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was raised to the status of a parish. The Rev. Felix Feldheim, previously pastor of St. Stanislaus
in Kankakee, Illinois, was appointed the founding pastor of the new parish of the Ascension of 
Our Lord. Aided in his work by a very active parish committee, the energetic and devoted young 
pastor immediately began the enormous task of soliciting funds necessary for the construction of 
the required parish buildings. After sufficient funds had been gathered, a site was chosen, on 
Wilder Street, between Ashland and Florence Avenues, the land was bought, and construction 
began. A few months later the combination Church and school building was completed, with 
many of the parishioners donating much of their time and labor. The first Mass in the new church 
was said on the 9th of February, 1913, and on June 8th of the same year, the new church-school 
building was solemnly blessed by the Most Reverend Paul Rhode, auxiliary Bishop of Chicago. 
Soon after, the parish rectory was also built. The total cost of the new church properties and 
appointments was $52,500. In September of 1913 the parish school was officially opened, and 
was stafled by the Felician Sisters. Three years later two large bells were purchased,blessed, 
and installed in a belfry to summon the faithful to church services.
As the years went by, the Polish population of Evanston increased, and the people themselves
prospered. And so also did the parish. With its growth came the need for religious, fraternal, and 
cultural organizations. As the need arose, these came into being-the Holy Name and St. Joseph
Societies, The Rosary Womens' Sodality and St. Ann's Club, The Young Ladies Rosary Sodality,
the Choir, Dramatic Circle, local groups and chapters of the Polish National Alliance, of the Polish
Roman Catholic Union, of the Polish Women's Alliance, a Civic Club, the Polish American Club. 
The people took a more and more active part in the affairs of their community and city. They and
their children began to learn and understand the English language, which once was so difficult for
them. The language barrier was slowly being removed. With the help and encouragement of their
pastor most of the immigrants became citizens of this their adopted land. In the first World War 
102 young men of Ascension parish served in the armed forces, and fought overseas in defense 
of the freedom that they and their families enjoyed in America. With the passage of years, the 
Polish immigrants and their children became an integral part of the life of Evanston, manifesting 
their talents and abilities in business, in politics, and in civic affairs. The parish and its people 
enjoyed a high degree of prosperity during the 1920's. Under the direction of Father Feldheim 
a Savings and Loan association was organized at the parish. Through its services, many of the 
parishioners were able to buy their own homes, which many own to the present day. The parish 
itself was able to pay of a good part of its debt.
Then carne the depression of 1929, and everything was at a standstill, until the war years. In June 
of 1936, after 24 years of arduous and devoted service to his people, Father Felix Feldheim, the
founding pastor of Ascension of Our Lord Parish, resigned his pastorate. To succeed him, His 
Eminence George Cardinal Mundelein appointed the Rev. Peter P. Witmanski as pastor. The en-
ergetic new pastor immediately began an extensive program of renovation and of remodeling. 
The church was completely renovated - new lighting fixtures, floor covering, and artistic windows 
were installed. A new heating system was put into the church-school building. The rectory was 
remodeled and an addition was made to the front of it, to supply offce space for transacting 
parish business. A playground was constructed for the school children, and their school was 
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decorated. Besides completing this program of renovation, Father Witmanski, with the generous 
support of his parishioners, managed to completely liquidate the parish debt. With the parish
out of debt and in good physical condition, he began to plan for the building of a new church on
the corner of Ashland and Wilder. All subsequent income was set aside with this purpose in mind.
Father Witmanski, however, did not see his plan materialize, for in the Spring of 1947 he was 
promoted to the pastorate of St. Mary Magdalen parish in South Chicago. In his place Samuel
Cardinal Stritch appointed the Rev. Thomas Sampolinski, previously pastor of St. Wenceslaus (De
Koven St. ) in Chicago.
The new pastor's plans coincided with those of his predecessor, for he too shared the hope and
dream of his parishioners, that some day Ascension of Our Lord parish would have a new church. 
All during his pastorate he labored and saved with this purpose in mind. By 1953, there was over
$82,000.00, in the parish treasury. Father Sampolinski died in 1953 and the Rev. Francis Kra-
kowski, a former Quigley professor, and till then pastor of Old St. Stephen's, in Chicago, was 
appointed his successor. 
The post war years were years of prosperity, and of great change. A good number of the younger 
parishioners, having married during the war years or immediately after, eventually were able 
to purchase homes of their own, and moved into the swiftly developing northern and western 
suburbs. Father Krakowski was faced with the dilemma of whether to go on with the plans to 
build a new church, or whether to renovate the existing church properties. The former would 
have entailed many more years of gathering funds, since building costs were sky rocketing, and
the laying of a huge burden upon the shoulders of the slowly decreasing parish membership. It 
also would have meant, that very little could have been done to keep up the existing properties, 
or to prevent them from deteriorating. Together with his parishioners, he decided that, in view of
existing conditions, the prudent course of action was to renovate completely the existing prop-
erties. This he did. The interior of the church was completely modernized - a paneled sanctuary, 
new altars, statues, stations of the cross, acoustic ceiling, new flooring. The class rooms and 
rectory took on a new modern look, and a new garage was built for the priests. Father Krakowski 
was in the process of remodeling the sisters quarters, when he was promoted to St. Roman's 
parish in Chicago.
The Rev. Vincent Nowakowski, the present pastor, was appointed as his successor in February of 
1956. He had previously been pastor of St. Wenceslaus Church (De Koven St.) in Chicago. During 
Father Nowakowski's administration, the remodeling of the sisters' quarters was completed, 
the parish hall was completely renovated, the electrical system in the church-school building 
was completely overhauled, and a fire detection system was installed in the whole building. 'In 
preparation for the Golden Jubilee, the church building had been tuck pointed, cleaned, and 
painted. The interior of the church and the hall have been newly decorated. The children's' 
playground has been extended and newly black topped. This Spring, Father Nowakowski has 
completed the remodeling of the parish rectory, Fifty years have wrought quite a change at the 
Ascension of Our Lord parish. Most of the original Polish immigrants have died and their place 
has been taken by their children and grandchildren. The Polish language which once was so 
necessary, both in church and in the school, now occupies only a secondary place in the lives of 
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the people. Most of the first generation Polish Americans still can speak it rather fluently, but 
their children use the English language almost exclusively. For years now the Polish language 
has not been taught at Ascension school. All sermons, at the Masses on Sunday, except for the 
one at the 7:30 AM Mass, are preached in English. There is little at the Ascension of Our Lord 
parish, that differentiates it from other Catholic parishes in Evanston.
The present membership of the parish is about 350 families. The parish school, still staffed 
by the Felician Sisters, has an enrollment of 120 pupils in its eight grades. Many of its former 
pupils have and are distinguishing themselves in almost every field of human endeavor, and 
can be found occupying responsible position sthrough out the United States, whether it be in 
the professions, in business, or in industry. Ascension of Our Lord Parish looks back with pride 
and joy upon its accomplishments of the past fifty years, and looks forward with courage and 
anticipation towards the next fifty. 


