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Up until the year 1907 there had been only- one Polish Catholic Parish in the area known as Town 
of Lake. That parish was St. Joseph's located at 48th and Hermitage. At that time a great number of 
Poles had come from Poland and settled in Chicago. As a result, many of these made their homes 
in the immediate vicinity of St. Joseph's parish. There, these Polish people, ardent Catholics, taught 
to love God and His Church, would flock for Holy Mass and other devotions. And so the Polish 
population continued to grow and grow and upon one church, St. Joseph's, they were to depend 
for their spiritual guidance. The overpopulation and the steady influx of more Polish people made 
it impossible for one St. Joseph's Church to accommodate them all, so Church authorities saw the 
need of establishing a new parish in this area to service many of these Polish Catholics comfortably 
and thoroughly.
So, in the beginning of the year 1907, the Chancery selected and destined Rev. John Jendrzejek, as a 
pastor, to found a new and very much needed parish to be called St. John of God. Father Jendrzejek 
was a young, energetic, and very gifted and qualified priest. Only three years previous in the year 
1904 he founded a new parish in North Chicago. Evidently, then, the ecclesiastical authorities knew 
of his ability; they were so aware of the skill and diligence he employed in starting a new parish 
in North Chicago, that they surmised him to be the man capable of starting a much larger parish. 
Father Jendrzejek assumed the responsibility and immediately he set out upon this difficult task in 
the year 1907.
Acquainting himself better with the area of Town of Lake, Father Jendrzejek was convinced that 
the most suitable and ideal location for the new church would be in the vicinity of 52nd and Throop 
Street. In this way the Church would be centralized since the number of Poles was increasing East 
of Ashland Avenue and South of 49th Street. So with this in mind he selected for the site of the new 
church the area between 51st and 52nd streets on what is now Throop street. On the opposite side 
of what is now Sherman Park, Father Jendrzejek bought 36 lots of land or a whole square block. So 
the land from 51st Street to 52nd Street, from Elizabeth to Throop, became St. John of God Church 
property and on Throop Street, Father Jendrzejek was to build the first church, school, rectory, and 
convent. On April 10, 1907 accord¬ing to plans executed by the architect William Brinkman, this 
tremendous task was begun. In July of 1907 the building project was completed. The result was a 
structure that combined church, school, and convent in one. It stands to this day as the old school 
building. Standing alongside of this combination building was the separate building that served as 
the rectory; today this is the sisters' convent. On July 15, 1907 in this new church Mass was said for 
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the first time by its first pastor, Rev. John Jendrzejek.
All the parish buildings built under the direction of Father Jendrzejek were constructed of pressed 
brick. The total cost of materials, labor, and land was set at about $75,000. The main building was 
a combination building. The church was situated on the first floor; it had a seating capacity of 775 
people. The floor above contained the classrooms and the temporary living quarters of the sisters. The 
basement with its high ceiling was ideal for parish hall in which were conducted many of the parish 
activities and meetings of the various parish societies. Next door to this combination structure was a 
building originally intended to be the convent. However, at this time, it served as the parish rectory. 
These buildings still stand today as a memorial to Father John Jendrzejek and all those parishioners 
fifty years ago who did so much in the way of time, money, and sacrifice towards their construction. 
It must be remem¬bered that then St. John of God Parish was young. The area around the new church 
then was very cosmopolitan... people of all nationalities. At that time there were very few people of 
Polish descent living in the vicinity of the church. About 300 families and other single, unmarried 
people constituted the parish. But as the years went on more and more Polish people began to build 
and buy homes surrounding the church. The number of parishioners increased steadily; these dis-
tinguished themselves for their great generosity so much so that it was the hope of everyone that in 
five years the parish debt would be paid in full.
There, we have the beginnings of the St. John of God Parish. It became at the time the 31st Polish 
parish in the Archdiocese of Chicago and it was the second Polish Parish in the Town of Lake area.

 BLESSING OF THE CHURCH, SCHOOL, AND CONVENT
The parish buildings were now completed; work on them had been finished. The Rev. Pastor Jen-
drzejek together with a duly appointed committee made arrangements for the blessing of the new 
buildings. Archbishop Quigley, a great benefactor of the Polish people, had been invited for the sol-
emn occasion. On October 27, 1907 Archbishop Quigley came to bless the new church and school. 
It was indeed a joyous and memorable occasion for Father Jendrejek and his flock of parishioners, 
for all their hope and dreams had been realized.
The day of the blessing of the new buildings was indeed a festive one. At about ten o'clock that 
morning of October 27, a coach arrived at 51st and Throop. Seated within were Archbishop Quigley 
and Father Dunne, Chancellor of the Archbishop. Immediately, the members of the Polish Cavalry 
surrounded the carriage and formed an honor guard for the Archbishop. A parade was formed, and 
started to wend its way to the new rectory. Policemen and marshals marched at the front of the huge 
procession. Numerous societies with their chaplains followed, all carrying standards and flags. Fi-
nally, various other groups followed; there were the Polish Falcons, the ladies' societies, men and 
women from neighboring parishes, the Polish, German, and Irish. It was a picturesque sight to see 
this parade a few thousand strong march along slowly and majestically.
This very colorful and impressive procession arrived at St. John of God Parish at 10:45 A.M. At this 
time many priests were welcoming His Excellency, the Archbishop. At the rectory school children 
were lining up to form an aisle. Through this aisle, the Archbishop dressed in violet vestments and, 
attended by members of the clergy, passed solemnly and reverently. He proceeded from the rectory 
to the doors of the new church. He blessed the doors and then the walls of the church. Then the 
doors of the
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church were opened and in a matter of min¬utes it was filled to capacity. About 1500 people were 
in the church that day to witness the ceremonies; even the aisles were filled. Exactly at 11:30 A.M., 
Solemn Mass began. The celebrant of the Mass was the Rev. Casimir Gronkowski, pastor of St. 
Adalbert's Church. Rev. Francis Saborosz acted as Deacon and the Rev. John Wyszynski as Subdea-
con. The Rev. Francis Wojciechowski served as Master of Ceremonies. The sermon of the Mass was 
preached by the Rev. Francis Gordon, C.R. Immediately after the Mass Archbishop Quigley spoke to 
those assembled. He spoke of the Polish people and their religious solidarity. He praised the Polish 
people, though far from their native land, for having kept the Catholic faith. He praised them as a 
people firm and steadfast in their religious beliefs. He also offered all those present the challenge 
that they continue in their Catholic Faith, that they raise their children as strong Catholics and give 
them the benefits and spiritual advantages of a Catholic education. Finally, he commended the work 
of Father Jendrejek. He congratulated him, who in so short a time, built a church and school for 
the sanctification of his parishioners and the glory of God. The Archbishop concluded his talk and 
imparted his priestly blessing on all, thus bringing to a close this memorable and festive occasion.
Many priests were present for the occasion. There were the Reverends Dunne, Francis Wojtalewicz, 
Casimir Gronkowski, Paul Rhode, Francis Gordon, A. Spetz, and Francis Saborosz. The Reverends 
A. Koytek, Wojciechowski, John Wyszynski, Knapek, Marciniak were also there that day. Last but 
certainly not least were the pastor, Rev. John Jendrzejek and his assistant, Rev. John Barca.

 DEATH OF FATHER J. JENDRZEJEK
After all the ceremonies were over the crowd broke up and all went home. It has been a very busy 
day, a day that would be remembered a long time. It was a day that filled these people, our first 
parishioners, with zeal and anxiety. After all the festivities of this day they were a new people, a 
people that were determined to pay off the $75,000 debt as soon as possible. They were a hopeful 
group filled with the hope that someday a new rectory would be built and a new and bigger church 
would stand on 52nd Street facing Sherman Park. This no doubt had even been on the mind of Father 
Jendrzejek himself. But little did the people, as they made their way home that day, know the steadily 
failing health of their new shepherd and pastor for Father Jendrzejek's health was threatened by the 
dreaded disease, tuberculosis. Only the next day after the blessing of his new church and school, 
Father Jendzejek was compelled for reasons of his health to seek out a warmer climate. So the day 
after the church blessing Father Jendrzejek went to the warm and dry climate of Texas. The Rev. 
John Barca con¬ducted parish affairs in the absence of his pastor.
So Father John Jendrzejek, St. John of God's first pastor, and organizer, was in ill health. He was 
a zealous and energetic man. He was a good priest and a priest after the heart of Christ. It was un-
fortunate that Father Jendrzejek was to enjoy the fruits of his labors only for a short time for his 
impaired health brought him rapidly to his end. After his return from Texas, he grew steadily weaker 
and on September 18, 1908 Father Jendrzejek died and entered into his eternal reward. The funeral 
was conducted at St. John of God Church. Father Jendzejek was buried from the church he founded, 
from a parish whose seed he planted and which was to grow up into one of the largest parishes in 
Chicago today. Today our thoughts are of this priest of God and our prayers rise up to God for the 
repose of his soul that he may have eternal rest from all his labors.
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Following the death of Father Jendrzejek, Father Francis Karabasz, present pastor of Sacred Heart 
Church and now a Monsignor, was appointed as administrator of St. John of God Parish. He con-
ducted the parish for a few months, that is until the beginning of the next year, 1909.

 PARISH PROBLEMS
When a new parish is just started, there is much tiring work to be done. There is much required in 
the way of development, planning, and special care. But isn't that true of everything that is new and 
just starting out? No one, for example, receives more special care than a baby. It is pampered, always 
fed at such and such an hour; it is spoiled and picked up at the least little whimper. So it was with 
the new St. John of God Parish. It too was young and just starting out. At this early and young stage 
the parish had to be supervised closely. It was just developing and much had to be done to further its 
material improvement. Its parishioners were new in America and they had no one to turn to in their 
needs save the parish church. These people, the life's blood of the parish, had to be guided. They 
were the flock and children of the pastor and his assistant. On them they depended much for spiritual 
guidance. It was the pastor and his assistant who had to keep the light of faith alive and burning in 
the minds and hearts of all his parishioners.
But Father Jendrzejek was ailing and tired; he had done much work in starting his new parish. His 
once strong and vigorous body was now weakened by tuberculosis. With the pastor so handicapped, 
the material development of the parish was at a standstill. Even the spiritual supervision so needed 
by spiritual supervision so needed by the parishioners could not be meted out as it should have been. 
Consequently, a sort of religious indifference arose among certain members of the parish. With a 
sick pastor, certain "pioneers of the area," people who claimed to be "learned and trained," found an 
excellent opportunity to pervert the religious beliefs of many good and faithful parishioners. They 
would expound their doctrine, even if the local tavern was to be their meeting hall. These so-called 
"learned" would do their best to root out the precious treasure of the love of God and neighbor from 
the hearts of the Polish Catholics. They would stir up much trouble and misunderstanding in the 
new St. John of God Parish.

 ST. JOHN OF GOD'S SECOND PASTOR.
However, in June of the year 1909, the parish was given a new pastor to succeed the late Father Jen-
drzejek. In view of the then existing unpleasant situation, a better choice and a more proficient leader 
could not have been had. This newly appointed pastor, the Rev. Louis Grudzinski, was a young priest 
at the time; he was energetic, courageous and dedicated to the work of God, Church, and Fatherland.
The years Father Grudzinski spent at St. John of God were busy ones and successful years. Much 
work was accomplished. Much was achieved by him materially. During his time a new church was 
built and also a new rectory. Portables were set up to accommodate the overflow of school children 
then enrolled in the parish school. Father Grudzinski was a man of charity having much regard for the 
poor and desolate of the parish. Due to much of his influence the Angel Guardian Nursery was built 
and also the St. Elizabeth Nursery on Chicago's North side. He, indeed, was a capable administrator. 
Through his appointment, St. John of God Parish was brought back on its feet again.
One of the first things Father Grudzinski encountered was the religious indifference that had been 
prevalent among a mere handful of parishioners. He did not close his eyes to this, but met the difficulty 
face to face and overcame it manfully and diplomatically. Little by little this peculiar indifference and 
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religious apathy disappeared and was gradually replaced by a burning zeal, that zeal so common 
to Polish Catholics. Religious life in the parish was greatly renewed and the parishioners once 
again cooperated with their new pastor so that things moved along smoothly and harmoniously. 
So Father Grudzinski began his work and as far as his first task was concerned, the business of 
acquainting himself with and of winning the confidence and love of his parishioners, he, indeed, 
succeeded remarkably well.
Now, Father Grudzinski would center his attention on the material improvement of the parish 
itself. His first consideration was the sisters who taught in the school. Till this time they had been 
living on the third floor of the Church-School combination building built by Father Jendrzejek. 
The priests had occupied the building originally intended as the sisters' convent. Father Gru- 
dzinski had set out to handle the situation almost immediately. Only a year after his appointment 
as pastor at St. John of God, so in the year 1910, Father Grudzinski had a new rectory built. It was 
a beautiful building and large. It was ideally situated at 52nd and Elizabeth. It faced Sherman Park 
and created quite a picture surrounded by its tree-studded lawns. It was a three story structure. The 
first floor contained the kitchen, dining area and parlor; the second floor housed the priests and 
the third floor served as living quarters for the servants of the house. A large porch stood at the 
front of the rectory then, a gathering place for many priest to partake of the cool summer breezes 
blowing in from Sherman Park. The total cost of the rectory was $19,000. This rectory still stands 
today and is still adequate to be able to house the large number of priests that serve at St. John of 
God today. The priests moved out and the sisters left their third floor quarters of the old school to 
live in a building they could now call their own. That sisters' home, once the rectory, still stands 
to this day at 5129 Throop Street; it is now the permanent home of the Felician Sisters teaching 
in our school. This work of moving and giving the sisters their own private home, of building a 
new rectory was indeed very advantageous. For now there would be more room in the school to 
accommodate the children, the enrollment of whom was beginning to increase in incredible num-
bers as the parish itself began to flourish and increase more and more.

 GUARDIAN ANGEL NURSERY.
The parish was increasing in numbers. Father Grudziński was aware of this an so were the parish-
ioners. They all began to realize the need of a new church, one large enough to accommodate all 
the people. However, at this time Father Grudziński's thoughts turned toward another endeavor, 
one in which the poor people of the vicinity were to profit. All people in the Town of Lake area 
were not blessed with benefits of health and wealth. In the midst of the healthy and middle class 
people of the parish could be found many others who were less fortunate. There were some who 
knew dire poverty and others who knew the extreme loneliness of a new and strange land. Still 
others were in poor health and needed medication. These were the poor, the less fortunate of the 
parish and they needed help; they needed some consideration. Father Grudziński did not close 
his eyes to the needs and the poor lot of these unfortunates. Something would be done for them. 
As a good shepherd, with pity and love, Father Grudziński set out to help these poor members of 
his flock and others of the Town of Lake area. Securing the help of two neighboring pastors, the 
Revs. S. Cholewiński and Francis Karabasz, Father Grudziński, in September of 1915, bought land 
at the corner of 46th and Gross Avenue (now McDowell Street) and built at a cost of $65,000 an 
institution known as the Guardian Angel Nursery. It was at the time one of the largest charitable 
institutions in the Town of Lake region. Here, in this new institution, the sick of the area received 
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medical treatment immediately and free of charge. Here at the Guardian Angel Nursery poor homeless 
mothers and children found shelter. Here infants and children alike, whose parents had to work for 
a living, were cared for and given shelter until their parents returned from work. It is difficult to say 
how many benefitted from the nursery, but the Franciscan Sisters of St. Kunegunda, whom Father 
Grudziński placed in charge, compute that around 1500 people received medical treatment yearly; 
an average of 38 women lived in the nursery daily and care was given daily to about 20 infants and 
85 older children. It was indeed a remarkable achievement on the part of Father Grudziński and all 
those who helped him, the Rev. Cholewiński and Karabasz, and all the people who were called on 
to help financially in building this institution of charity. In its time the institution had accomplished 
much, giving help and refuge to many poor souls. It provided for the people in the vicinity a joy 
and confidence, a security in knowing they can always seek help and treatment at the doors of the 
Guardian Angel Nursery. It is no wonder then that a Chicago Daily Paper writing about this nursery 
called it "the ideal for the Poles in America and the pride of the Poles living in Town of Lake."
The years went on at St. John of God and the number of parishioners increased yearly. Great num-
bers of Poles were attracted to St. John of God parish and to the fine work of its new pastor, Fr. 
Grudziński. Consequently, the boundaries of the parish grew and grew. Nearly every day Polish 
people bought homes within the parish boundaries. Some even built new homes in the vicinity and 
others rented homes in great numbers. The people began to move in unceasingly. Before long it 
became obvious that the small church built by Fr. Jendrzejek would never accommodate the people 
of this steadily growing parish. Fr. Grudziński realized that a new and larger church had to be built 
and so did all the parishioners. All knew that they had to work hard to pay off the debt on the old 
school and church and on the new rectory. There was a debt of 89 thousand dollars to be paid. The 
parishioners realized that before a new church could be built, this debt had to be taken care of first. 
So their weekly offerings increased and their generosity knew no limits.

 BLESSING OF THE CORNERSTONE FOR THE NEW CHURCH.
It wasn't too long before people began to see things happening on the corner of 52nd and Throop. 
This was in the beginning of the year 1918. People heard the familiar sounds of excavating machines 
and cement mixers. They saw men bringing in truckloads of white stone, wood planks, and other 
building materials. The people watched happily and anxiously for they knew a new church going 
up, the new church of St. John of God. Before long the foundation was laid and stone walls went 
up above it. On October 13, 1918 everything was prepared for the blessing of the cornerstone of 
the partly finished church. That day, indeed, was a memorable one. Practically all those living in 
the Town of Lake area were there for the occasion. Many hurried from their homes to witness His 
Excellency Bishop Mc-Gavick bless this cornerstone according to the Rite of the Roman Catholic 
Church.
There was an enormous crowd around the incompleted church that day. Before the entrance of the 
church hung a sign with the words, "We welcome you" written upon it. All really felt welcome that 
day. The societies of St. John of God Church were all there and so were those from Sacred Heart 
and Five Holy Martyrs Parishes. As the band played the Polish national anthem, "Boze Cos Polskę," 
various civic groups and committees proceeded from the rectory to meet the visiting Bishop. A 
procession was formed to lead the Bishop from the rectory to the new church. At this time the "Star 
Spangler Banner" was played. Leading the procession were boys dressed in white; then followed 
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boys in gold shirts carrying palms. Immediately following them were boys and girls dressed in gold 
dresses and wearing wreaths on their heads and carrying flowers. Then came the altar boys carrying 
the processional cross, the local and other visiting priests. At the very end of the procession came 
Bishop McGavick attended by the Rev. Francis Karabasz, deacon, and the Rev. Stanley Cholewiński,  
subdeacon. When the procession reached the church it proceeded immediately towards the front 
where the main altar was to stand. Here the bishop and people prayed. As the Polish National An-
them once again re-sounded the procession led the bishop to the corner of the church. There stood 
the cornerstone. Here the actual blessing was to take place.
As the Bishop proceeded in blessing the cornerstone a brass container was placed and sealed within 
the cornerstone. Inside this container were placed three newspapers current of that day, the "Dziennik 
Chicagowski," "Związkowy," and "Narodowy." Also included was a short history of the founding 
of St. John of God Parish, earth taken from the tomb of Kosciuszko in Poland, and water from the 
miraculous Shrine of Lourdes in France. All these were sealed in the cornerstone in 1918 and are 
there till this day. During the blessing the Rev. Franis Wojtalewicz, Pastor of Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish, intoned the Litany of the Saints. After the St. Cecilia Choir, under the direction of the 
organist, Mr. Francis Malinowski, sang a Latin hymn, the bishop proceeded to bless the walls of the 
church. Then he returned to the outside of the church at the cornerstone where a few prayers were 
said and where the choir sang the "Veni Creator." At this point Monsignor Stanley Nawrocki, then 
pastor of St. Mary of Perpetual Help parish, preached a sermon befitting the occasion. Immediately 
following the sermon, the entire gathering went to the old church were Benediction of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament was given. Thus concluded the blessing of the cornerstone. It was very well 
attended; it was indeed an impressive and unforgettable occasion. Many priests were there. Those 
in attendance were: Revs. C. Sztuczko, F. Karabasz, M. Rolecki, A. Furman, B. Czajkowski, F. 
Gordon, E. Kowalewski, S. Cholewiński, J. Zwierzchowski, J. Kruszka, A. Górski, J. Grzezinski, 
S. Nawrocki and Monsignor E. Kelly. The Rev. Louis Grudziński was there with all his assistants, 
the Revs. S. Bubacz, J. Stoinski, S. Szczepański, and V. Nowakowski.
About 5000 people were in the procession itself; a total of ten thousand people were there for the 
occasion. The societies present were: the St. Aloysius and St. Stanislaus Kostka young peoples so-
cieties, the society of Blessed Simon of Lipnica, P. R. C. U. Societies: St. Michael the Archangel, 
St. Valentine, Sacred Heart, and St. John of God. Also present were the P.N.A. Societies: Huzarów 
Króla Zygmunta II, and Tysiąc Walecznych.

 COMPLETION OF THE PRESENT CHURCH.
The ceremonies were all over and now began the difficult task of completing the new church. The 
year 1918 was a difficult year; it was the time of the 1st World War. The church might have been 
completed sooner but because of the War, materials were scarce and work ceased on the church. 
There had been a severe shortage of steel; consequently the construction of the church was mainly 
concrete and wood. It took two years before the new St. John of God Church was completed and 
on Palm Sunday of the year 1920 the First Mass was celebrated in the new quarter .of a million 
dollar church and on June 6th of the same year the magnificent structure was blessed. Magnifient 
and beautiful is the new St. John of God Church. It is without a doubt one of the largest and most 
beautiful churches in America. It is beautifully located as it stands facing Sherman Park. The green 
lawns and trees of the park add to the church's beauty. Her spires can be seen from any place within 
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the park. The church is of Romanesque architecture. Its facade or entire front is expansive. All of 
the entrances to the church are sheltered by a gallery or porch above. A stone balustrade or railing 
closes in this entire gallery.
Above this gallery, a beautiful rose window is situated in the back wall of the church. This rose 
window depicts a representation of St. Cecilia in a beautiful array of colors that are brought out 
fully on a clear sunny day. The roof above the rose window is arched and at the top of it there rises 
a large stone cross. Two massive towers rise up at either side of the gallery. One can get an idea of 
their height by just gazing upwards at them. Here in these steeples are the church bells that summon 
the living faithful to devotions and toll for this deceased. Three roofs actually stretch over the whole 
church edifice. There is the high main roof and the two lower roofs at either side of the church. 
These roofs require a tremendous support and that is the reason for the enormous pillars within the 
church. Indeed it would require pages and pages to describe in detail the architecture of St. John of 
God Church. It is a church all parishioners can well be proud of. No other Polish church in Chicago 
is as beauti¬fully situated and hence no other church can be as appreciated as much. It is large on 
the interior with a capacity of 1800 people and on festive occasions when filled it can hold as many 
as 2000 people. This church will forever stand as a lasting memorial to Rev. Louis Grudzinski and 
a remembrance of his creative ability. It also stands as a fitting reminder of all those parishioners 
living and dead who have manifested and proven their generosity in having this church built. It was 
because of their financial help and deep determination that this great edifice stands today. Three 
years later, Bishop William O'Brien administered the Sacrament of Confirmation in this church. 
After the ceremonies, he remarked to the clergy, "Even if Father Grudzinski did no other thing in 
his life time but only established this beautiful church, there would always be due him the greatest 
praise and satisfaction."

 GROWTH OF ST. JOHN OF GOD PARISH.
With the new church now able to accommodate so many people, there was no further need to use 
the old church for any further devotions. So the old church was converted into classrooms. Six 
classrooms were made out of what once was St. John of God Church. The building built by Fr. 
Jendrzejek as a church-school combination, was now used only as a school. There were classrooms 
now on the first, second, and third floors. At this time, the priests of the parish took up a census 
of all the Polish people living in St. John of God parish. They visited all the homes in the area to 
obtain an accurate account of all parishioners. They finished the census on October 25, 1922 and 
the results were amazing. The census showed that 2400 families belonged to the parish and 2506 
children attended the school. From that time St. John of God Parish still ranks as one of the largest 
parishes in the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Even the conversion of the old church into classrooms proved insufficient. There was a tremendous 
amount of children attending the school; there still was no room for them. To build a new school 
was impossible at the time for the parish was enormously in debt with a new church just built. As 
an emergency measure all that could be done at this time was to build temporary barracks to be used 
as classrooms. Many of the parishioners well remember these buildings that proved so hot in the 
summer and so cold in the winter. Many of you well remember filling the coal stoves that heated 
these barracks. All in all they served their purpose and carried Fr. Grudziński through that emergency.


