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 AVONDALE, YESTERDAY AND TODAY
The district commonly known as Avondale is a sizeable stretch of territory on the northwest side of 
Chicago, about six miles from the downtown section of the city and near one of the principal streets, 
Milwaukee Avenue. It begins at Logan Square and extends as far as Irving Park. It is still inhabited 
by many persons of Polish descent; the greater part of these is Americanborn, having been born 
either in Avondale or in the other parishes in-the city with Polish-speaking members.
Those who saw Avondale 75 years ago would certainly be unable to recognize it today as the same 
locality. Large and thickly populated, Avondale is today a township by itself. It has numerous busi-
ness places, many of which are owned by persons of Polish descent.
This year St. Hyacinth marks the 75th anniversary of its existence. Considering the solemnity of 
this occasion, it is fitting that we should recall and honor the work of our parishioners for the past 
three quarters of a century, as well as those who have collaborated with them throughout these 
years and have contributed in no small measure to the growth and development of our parish. To 
the older parishioners this short account of their labors will make a pleasant memorial, while to the 
younger generation it will serve as a signpost for the future, indicating how by concord and unity, 
they can overcome the greatest difficulties and successfully attain a desired goal.
The beginnings of St. Hyacinth parish, like those of many an¬other parish, were not without diffi-
culties. Over and above the usual difficulties with which almost every parish has to contend in its 
origin, St. Hyacinth parish had the added disadvantage of being originally situated in a relatively 
unfavorable location. Avondale was at that time on the outskirts of the city. Between it and the rest 
of the city there were scarcely any means of communication. For this reason at first only a few Polish 
families ventured to settle within its boundaries. With time, however, as the number of immigrant 
Poles increased in Chicago, and as the parish of St. Stanislaus Kostka, one of the largest in Chicago, 
could no longer accommodate its exceedingly large number of souls, the Poles saw that the time 
was at hand to seek new sites for settlement.
Avondale at once attracted their attention. The people of the St. Stanislaus Kostka parish were well 
acquainted with this section of their city, having frequently passed through it on their way to St. 
Adalbert cemetery. Whenever, therefore, anyone became dissatisfied with the inevitable inconve-
niences arising from the over populated conditions existing within the parish of St. Stanislaus, such 
a person usually purchased a plot of ground in Avondale with the intention of eventually erecting 
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a home upon it and establishing himself there permanently.
The Chicago World's Fair of 1893 had just come to a close. Upon its termination there followed a 
period of stagnancy in commerce and industry, and with it, unemployment and poverty. No wonder 
then that the poor immigrants, who certainly were to feel the burden of this economic decline, 
hesitated to take steps which threatened further suffering. As a result, we find that in the year 1894 
only about forty families, most of them from St. Stanislaus parish, purchased lots in Avondale. Of 
these, only a small number proceeded to erect homes, while the rest preferred to await a more 
propitious time.
As was to be expected, these pioneer residents of Avondale soon began to be inconvenienced by 
the absence of those accommodations which were available to them and to which they had grown 
accustomed during their residence in the more developed areas of the city proper. Paved streets, 
cement sidewalks, and streetcars were yet to be introduced into Avondale. It can therefore be eas-
ily imagined how difficult it must have been for these people to reach their places of employment 
in the city, to attend far distant churches, and for their children to go to school, especially in rainy 
weather and in the winter season. A school and a church were what they needed. A school and a 
church they therefore decided to build.

 DECISION TO BUILD
But such a venture was clearly beyond their resources. They were aware of this. Alone they would 
be unable to realize their aims. Consequently they turned to the one person who was in a position 
to help them. This was Father Vincent Barzynski, C.R., at that time the Provincial of the Fathers of 
the Congregation of the Resurrection and pastor of the St. Stanislaus parish, which, incidentally, he 
founded, and which was the mother of all the parishes in Chicago with Polish-speaking members.
He gave ear to their pleas and promised his assistance. However, he suggested that signatures be 
obtained from all those who desired the erection of the church and school as a pledge that they 
would contribute toward the payment of the expenses involved.
Heartened by the initial success of its mission, the committee returned to Avondale and proceeded 
with the assignment of gathering pledges from the future parishioners of the prospective parish. In 
fact, their confidence of success carried them so far as to inspire them to have membership booklets 
distributed at the rectory of St. Stanislaus Kostka parish to those who would apply for admission 
into the new parish which they were trying to organize. To their disillusionment, however, their own 
enthusiasm did not communicate itself to many. As a matter of fact, scarcely 35 families promised 
to support the projected parish, and half of these did not yet reside in Avondale.
In the face of this setback these people with broad visions were for a time disheartened, and even 
lost the will to go ahead with their original plans.
This standstill in the organization of what was to be in the future the parish of St. Hyacinth was by 
no means agreeable to the more energetic and impatient citizens of Avondale. Not willing to wait 
as Father Barzynski had advised them they decided to force his hand and hasten the realization 
of their plans by having recourse to a stratagem. Knowing Father Barzynski's character, they were 
confident that their piece of artifice would get results. The more daring of the lot were carried by 
their determination so far as to conceive the plan of engaging a priest of the sect of the so-called 
Polish National Catholic Church, and of setting up a temporary Polish National church. Far-fetched 
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and extremely dangerous though this scheme was, it did not stop its authors from carrying it out in 
reality. They actually hired one of the schismatic clergymen, acquired a plot of ground, and began 
the construction of a small wooden church building. The site of this edifice was at Wolfram Street, 
in the very area where now stand the buildings of the present St. Hyacinth parish.
A man of energy and action, Father Barzynski immediately took steps to overthrow the wild scheme. 
He directed the representatives of the disturbed people to inquire whether the space acquired 
for the intended schismatic church had been paid for. Upon learning that no payment had as yet 
been made, he immediately appropriated the property, using the money of the Congregation of 
the Resurrection in payment.
It is one thing to decide to build a church, it is another to decide where to build it. This was the 
problem with which the people of Avondale were faced when they wanted to establish the parish of 
St. Hyacinth. Father Barzynski left the matter of choosing the site of the church and the other parish 
buildings in their hands. As was to be expected, there arose among them disagreement concerning 
the proper location of the church. Those who had their dwellings on one side of Milwaukee Avenue 
wanted the church to stand on that side, while those who lived on the opposite side demanded 
that the church be built there.
When Father Barzynski saw that the disagreement persisted in a deadlock, he proceeded to settle 
the matter by arranging to have a church built at his own expense on the property which was at that 
time owned by the Congregation of the Resurrection at the corner of Central Park and Milwaukee 
Avenues. The church was to be there until the contending factions reached a satisfactory decision 
as to where it was to stand permanently. By this action Father Barzynski succeeded in quieting his 
quarrelsome people.

 CULMINATION OF ZEALOUS EFFORT
The building of the church finally began. Toward the end of the year 1894, a two-story building was 
finished, the first story housing the teaching sisters. The church proper was on the second floor, but 
this part was not completed in 1894. Consequently, when the feast of Christmas was drawing near 
and the people strongly yearned to attend Mass on that day, Father Barzynski arranged to have a 
temporary chapel set up on the first floor to satisfy their wishes.
On December 25, 1894, therefore, the parish of St. Hyacinth enjoyed the privilege of having the 
holy sacrifice of the Mass offered within its precincts for the first time. The celebrant of the mass 
on that memorable day was the Reverend Simon Kobrzyński, C.R. The dreams of those first settlers 
of Polish ancestry in Avondale had at last been fulfilled. There was no doubt in the minds of those 
first parishioners of St. Hyacinth that their little parish would increase arid multiply with the years. 
The history of the parish is a confirmation of the accuracy of their conviction.
The first pastor to whom was entrusted the care over the new parish was the Reverend John Piech-
owski, C.R. Because at that time there was still no residence available for the pastor at St. Hyacinth, 
Father Piechowski came to the parish only on Sundays to say Mass and to render needed spiritual 
ministrations.
The problem of providing a rectory wherein the pastor could reside permanently was very easily 
settled. It was decided that the building which was originally intended to serve as the Polish National 
Catholic church be moved next to the St. Hyacinth church and transformed into a rectory. This was 
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done at a cost much lower than would have been needed to erect an entirely new building. Thus, at 
its very beginning the new parish was provided with essential quarters: a church, school, and rectory.
Already before the expiration of the year in which it was founded St. Hyacinth had two baptisms. 
The first child to be baptized was that of Mr. and Mrs. Constantine Guzikowski. Father Piechowski 
conferred the sacrament on December 30, 1894. The godparents of the child were Michael Franci-
kowski and Marianne Bereszyńska.
That same year also saw the formation of the Society of St. Hyacinth. Through the efforts of Father 
Piechowski a bell was provided for the church, and a portrait of St. Hyacinth, painted by the well-
known contemporary artist Thaddeus Zukotynski, was added to the church decorations.
After serving as pastor for six months, Father Piechowski was transferred, and his place was taken 
by Father Joseph Gieburowski, C.R., who immediately set to work completing the organization of 
the parish. The Sisters of Nazareth were invited to take over the education of the school children, 
and have remained at this assignment to this day. In these early years, too, the Guardian Angel 
Sodality and the Married Women's Rosary Sodality were introduced.
The first marriage ceremony in the parish took place on May 13, 1895, when Francis Schultz and 
Marianne Kuziel were joined in holy wedlock in the presence of the pastor. Father Gieburowski. In 
this year, too, there were 25 baptisms.
Father Gieburowski's pastorship was short-lived, only a year and five months. His successor at the 
parish was Father Eugene Sedlaczek, C.R.

In the year 1896, Brother Adalbert Goralski, C.R., who was the first organist in the parish, 
organized the senior choir, which had as its patron St. Adalbert. The choir soon secured an 
organ for the church at a cost of $400. In the same year the Sodality of St. Barbara was found-
ed. The records for this year show 19 baptisms, 3 marriages, and 19 funerals. The year 1897 
showed that 11 boys and 12 girls received their first Holy Communion. Two organizations were 
founded in this year: the Sodality of the Children of Mary, and the Junior Choir of St. Cecilia.

When Father Sedlaczek assumed the pastorship, his first great concern was to settle financial ob-
ligations of the parish. Accordingly, on New Year's Day, 1898, he convoked a meeting of the first 
parish committee, and presented to the assembly two problems for consideration and solution. 
The first had to do with the acceptance of the debt which was outstanding for the church and the 
rectory. The other called for a final decision as to the location upon which the parishioners desired 
to have the church stand permanently, whether upon the property at Wolfram Street which was 
purchased by Father Barzynski, or whether it should remain at Milwaukee Avenue.
It was agreed that the funds which were advanced by the Congregation of the Resurrection should 
in due time be repaid. But when the second issue was brought up, the former disagreements and 
contentions were once again revived. The question was finally put to vote. The results showed that 
only three of the votes cast were in favor of keeping the church where it then stood, at Milwaukee 
Avenue, while the remainder of the votes signified the will of the voters to have the church moved 
to the location at Wolfram Street.
That this decision was the better one and more beneficial to the parish became clear more and 
more with time. The condition of Milwaukee Avenue, with its constant flow of noisy traffic, made 
it rather unsuitable as a location for a school and a church.
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The debt of the parish at the time amounted to $15,694, which was owed to the Congregation of 
the Resurrection. The interest, which by 1899 had reached the sum of about $3000, was waived 
by Father Barzynski.
Efforts were soon under way to clear the parish of its debt. Through various bazaars, picnics, 
concerts, dramatic productions, and extraordinary collections, which would realize a substantial 
revenue, it was expected that the obligations of the parish would be removed in a very short time.
Father Sedlaczek served as pastor of St. Hyacinth for two years and three months. In May, 1899, 
he was transferred and his place at St. Hyacinth was taken by the Reverend Anselm Babski, C.R.
During the first four years of its existence the parish grew and developed at an astonishingly rapid 
rate. The original small band of families soon became multifold. As had been foreseen the influx 
of families from other sections of the city into Avondale actually did take place. Within four years 
the number of parishioners grew to such proportions that Father Babski was compelled to have 
the parish buildings finally moved to their proper places. After the necessary repairs and instal-
lations, at the end of the year 1899, the remaining debt of the parish, after some portions of it 
plus the interest had been paid, amounted to $19,545.

 THE NEW LOCATION
Once the parish buildings were moved to their permanent locations and the necessary improve-
ments were made, it was thought that these quarters would suffice for many years. Actually, in 
the same year that the seemingly sufficient enlargements were made, the accommodations in 
the school as well as in the church were soon felt to be quite inadequate. The parish seemed to 
have bloomed overnight. In 1901 it was decided to build a brick structure which would serve as 
a permanent rectory for the greater number of priests that would be needed to serve the parish, 
and to convert the old rectory into a home for the sisters. The quarters which the sisters occupied 
would then be conveniently transformed into additional classrooms.
Thus, as the need of additional classroom space became more pressing, Father Babski had no 
alternative but to go ahead with the construction of the planned rectory. In the very same year, 
1901, a new rectory, costing $9352, was ready for occupation. Likewise, as had been decided at 
the January meeting of that year, the sisters moved into the former rectory, while their old quar-
ters were made over into classrooms.
Assisting Father Babski at this time was the Reverend John Szczypta, C. R. The Catholic Order of 
Foresters of St. Hyacinth and the society "Zwycięstwo Polek" trace their beginning to this year.
A glance at the statistics for the year 1902 reveals the following information: the parish numbered 
422 families; $500 of the debt was paid; there were 83 baptisms, 15 marriages, and 29 funerals. 
Brother Góralski and his choir of St. Adalbert again bought a new organ for the church at a cost of 
$1500. The Young Ladies' Rosary Sodality and the Society of Polish Women, "Leszek Biały," were 
founded in this year. There were three assistants at the parish at this time: Fathers Felix Ladon, 
C.R., Francis Sabotosz, C.R., and Vincent Rapacz, C.R.
If Father Babski thought that he had sufficiently met the needs of the growing parish by providing 
a new rectory and a few additional classrooms, he was soon to learn that he underestimated the 
speed with which his parish continued to grow. Before long he was faced with another problem. 
The school building again became too small to accommodate the steady influx of children.
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A meeting of the parish committee was accordingly called for the purpose of deliberating upon 
this emergency. It was agreed at this meeting that for the time being a onestory frame building 
should be constructed. This would serve as a school building and as a meeting place for the choirs 
and the various parish organizations. The building of a permanent edifice was to be temporarily 
postponed to a more opportune time when the existing debts would be considerably reduced and a 
sufficient fund would be on hand with which the new project could be safely begun. In accordance 
with this resolution, in 1903 a few lots adjacent to the parish property were obtained at the cost 
of $800, and a frame structure was built there.
The minutes of the parish committee in this period reveal to us that Father Babski was again com-
pelled to broach the subject of providing still more ample space, this time not only in the school 
but in the church as well. Obviously a church that was planned to take care of only 200 families 
could scarcely be large enough for a population that had grown to five times that number. But, as 
once before, it was not equally clear to all which of the required buildings should be provided for 
first, the school or the church.
Every member of the parish committee, however, recognized the fact that the standing debts of the 
parish had to be liquidated before any new construction could be undertaken. The committee also 
agreed that written pledges should be obtained from the parishioners. These pledges would serve 
as a surety that the parishioners would contribute a certain amount of money within a specified 
period of time toward the building fund for either the church or the school.
The whole matter remained unsettled for two years. Finally, the pastor's original proposal was 
carried. A large school building with the latest equipment was to be built, and the top floor was 
to serve temporarily as a church.
As soon as Archbishop Quigley's approval for this undertaking was obtained, the work of con-
struction was under way. Within a few months the building was completed at a cost of $65,000. 
On December 16, 1906. Archbishop Quigley blessed the new edifice in the presence of numerous 
clergy and the laity.

 THE SECOND CHURCH
St. Hyacinth parish could be justly proud of its new plant. Architecturally it was a handsome struc-
ture, with large and comfortably equipped classrooms, and an ample, appealing church. With this 
building the people of St. Hyacinth could rest assured that their needs would be satisfied for some 
time. Meanwhile they could use the parish revenues toward paying the existing debts, and slowly 
prepare the way for a new church when this would be actually needed.
How rapid was the growth of St. Hyacinth parish can be seen from the following few figures. In 
1904, the parish included 485 families. In 1905, there were already 719 families in the parish.
Each of these years also saw the formation of one or more societies. Thus, in 1904, the St. Eliza-
beth branch of the Polish Alma Mater was founded; in 1906, the society of Polish Women of St. 
Salomea, and the St. Hyacinth Building and Loan Association.
After almost ten years as pastor of St. Hyacinth, years that covered the most difficult period of its 
development, Father Babski was relieved of his office. As the fourth pastor of St. Hyacinth parish 
Father Babski left an enviable and splendid record of achievement for which he justly earned the 
esteem and love of his parishioners. His successor as pastor of St. Hyacinth was the Reverend John 
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Szczypta, C.R. who took office in 1908.
During the change of pastors in the year 1907, the old church was made into classrooms. This and 
the paving of George Street in the same year cost the parish $33,100. The parish debt at this time 
amounted to $72,000. There were 1007 families in the parish. The number of children attending 
school was 892. Of the 127 children who received first Holy Communion 65 were boys and 62 girls. 
About this time the Third Order of St. Francis was introduced into the parish. The Young Men's 
Sodality of St. Casimir. the Society of St. John the Baptist, and the Catholic Order of Women For-
esters of St. Catherine were also instituted at this stage.
Father John Szczypta's immediate aim was to relieve the parish of its debt as early as possible. In 
the space of a few years every penny of it was paid. What is more, Father Szczypta even added a 
few improvements to the parish and had Wolfram Street paved at a cost of $1600.
The records for 1909 show a membership of 1403 families. Four masses were then celebrated on 
Sundays, at two of which sermons were preached. During the week three Masses were said daily.
By 1911 the records show the parish numbered 1632 families.
In 1912, Father Szczypta had a new rectory built on Wolfram Street at an expense of $11,850. For 
this purpose he made use of the property which had been acquired in the previous years. The old 
rectory was enlarged and converted into a home for the Sisters. This year also marked the first 
time that diplomas were issued to children who had completed eight years of parochial training. 
Six boys and six girls made up the first graduating class.
On June 29, 1912, in accordance with a decree issued by Archbishop Quigley, the parish of St. 
Hyacinth underwent a division. This resulted in the institution of the parish of St. Wenceslaus. 
The decree of the Archbishop was made known to the parishioners from the pulpit on July 7 and 
October 6 of that year. The boundaries of the new parish were designated as follows: Belmont 
Avenue on the south, Milwaukee Avenue on the west, the Chicago and Northwestern railroad 
tracks on the east. To this newly established parish of St. Wenceslaus the parish of St. Hyacinth 
turned over one of its buildings which hitherto had served as a school building and meeting place 
for the societies in the parish.
The number of families at St. Hyacinth at this period was 1724. Within sixteen years, therefore, 
the parish had grown to such proportions that it was found necessary to have it divided in order 
that the faithful might be efficiently served and the school children satisfactorily and comfortably 
taken care of in school.
For the year 1914, the records show the following facts: the sum of $11,400 was paid for the 
transformation of the rectory into living quarters for the Sisters; and $2250 was paid for the new 
rectory. The membership of the parish at this time was 1698 families. Twelve children, 5 boys and 
7 girls, received diplomas.
The entries for the year 1915 indicate that the parish was at last relieved of its financial obligations 
in this year with the payment of $6000 toward the parish debt and $3800 for the Sisters' home. 
In fact, there was a surplus of $9020 on hand. This was reserved for the new church which was 
expected to be built in the future. The size of the parish at this time was 1735 families.
On March 30, 1915, the parish school received an official notification from the educational au-
thorities that it was placed on the list of accredited schools. The first graduating class to profit by 
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this ruling consisted of 7 boys and 6 girls.
After six years and seven months of creditable work at St. Hyacinth parish. Father Szczypta was 
released from his pastoral duties by his superiors and reassigned. His place at St. Hyacinth was 
taken by the Reverend John Zdechlik, C.R., who began his pastorship on August 10, 1915. Like his 
predecessor, Father Zdechlik continued the work of gathering funds for the new church.
In 1916, on the occasion of the canonical visitation by the most Reverend George Mundelein, D.D., 
the Archbishop of Chicago, 404 persons received the sacrament of confirmation.
The Citizens Club of King John Sobieski and the Ladies' Club of Queen Hedwig were founded in this 
year for the purpose of aiding the parish, a work which has been carried on faithfully up to the 
present day. This year, too, saw the origin of the parisn band, the organizer and director of which 
was Father Adolph Drewniak, C.R., an expert and versatile musician.

 THE PRESENT CHURCH
Not quite two years after taking over the office of pastor of St. Hyacinth, Father Zdechlik finally 
took the steps that led to the construction of the church which to this day serves as the house of 
worship for the parishioners of St. Hyacinth. On April 30, 1917, Father Zdechlik blessed the ground 
upon which the new church was to stand.
On October 21, 1917, the Right Reverend Monsignor Stanislaus Nawrocki, pastor of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help parish, blessed the cornerstone of the new church in a ceremony that was partic-
ipated in by a large number of the clergy and by the organizations of St. Hyacinth and other par-
ishes with Polish-speaking members. The sermon on this occasion was preached by the Reverend 
Ladislaus Zapala, C.R., former Superior-General of the Congregation of the Resurrection.
In this one year a sum of $45,000 was spent for the building of the church. There were at this 
time 2088 families in the parish and 222 unmarried members. In this year the Scouts' Club of St. 
Hyacinth and the Young Ladies' Club of St. Agnes were organized.
By 1918 the walls of the church, the tower, and the first covering of the roof were completed. The 
parish then counted 2181 families. Only one society was founded in this year, the Blessed Ceslaus 
branch of the Polish Alma Mater.
Within the next year, 1919, the outside of the church stood completed. The original schedule 
called for a completion of the entire work of construction within the period of two years. However, 
unforeseen obstacles forestalled this realization. At this time, too, Father Zdechlik left the parish.
Payments in that year included $20,800 for the church and $6000 in deposits. This left the debt of 
the parish at $10,300. The membership of the parish was 2281 families. The Apostleship of Prayer 
for women and young ladies dates from this year. There were 1160 boys and girls in school at this 
time, and of these 15 boys and 17 girls received their diplomas.
 On January 12, 1920, St. Hyacinth parish gave welcome to a new pastor, the Reverend John 
Sobieszczyk, C. R. With characteristic energy and zeal Father Sobieszczyk at once undertook the 
completion of the work on the new church which was left him by his predecessor. There was only 
the interior to be finished, but because of the sudden rise in the cost of materials the work had to 
proceed haltingly. As a result of this increase in prices the final cost of the building was inevitably 
greater than it was originally expected to be.
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In 1920 there were 1233 children in school, taught by a personnel of 17 sisters. The director of the 
school was Sister M. Victoria. The parish was made up of 2500 families and 110 single persons.
The year 1921 will forever remain in the annals of St. Hyacinth parish an epochal year. It was in this 
year that, after so many years of delay caused by financial and other difficulties, the long desired 
new church was finally brought to completion. Resembling the Renaissance style of architecture, 
this new edifice, from the standpoint of artistry, was certainly a handsome contribution to the 
district of Avondale. In the memories of succeeding generations of parishioners it will stand as a 
tribute and a memorial to the generosity and zealous faith of their predecessors.
On Sunday, August 7, the new temple of God, by permission of the ecclesiastical authorities, was 
privately blessed by Father Sobieszczyk, and shortly thereafter the holy sacrifice of the Mass was 
offered in it for the first time. There were five Masses celebrated that day, and at each of them the 
large church was filled to capacity.
The solemn blessing of the church by Archbishop Mundelein took place on Sunday, October 16.
Having donned his pontifical vestments, the Archbishop, assisted by the diocesan consultor, the 
Right Reverend Monsignor Thomas Bona, and by the Right Reverend Francis G. Ostrowski, pastor 
of St. Josaphat parish, left the rectory, preceded by a long procession of clergy, altar boys, and 
school children. Upon reaching the church, the Archbishop, in keeping with the rubrics prescribed 
by the Holy See, blessed first the exterior and then the interior of the church.
The Mass in the presence of the Archbishop—coram episcopo— was celebrated by the Reverend 
Stanislaus Siatka, C.R. He was assisted by the Reverend Leon Jasinski, OR., then the master of nov-
ices at the St. Joseph Novitiate in Cragin, as deacon, and the Reverend Valentine Swientek, C.R., as 
sub-deacon. The master of ceremonies was the Reverend Long, C.R. The singing during the Mass 
was performed by the parish choir under the direction of the organist, Mr. Charles Borowinski.
The sermon on this occasion was preached by the Very Reverend Francis Gordon, C.R., Dele-
gate-General of the Congregation of the Resurrection in the United States and pastor of St. Mary 
of the Angels parish.
After the Mass the Archbishop bestowed his blessing upon the faithful. He then gave a short ad-
dress, congratulating the pastor and the entire parish upon the splendid house of God which they 
had erected. He then acknowledged and praised the piety and fidelity of the Poles.
Following the religious services there was a dinner in the parish hall for the several hundred guests 
who attended the solemn ceremonies. During the dinner a few solo numbers were sung by Miss 
Dymarkowska and Mr. August Kochanski. At the end Father Sobieszczyk expressed his heartfelt 
gratitude to all those who were present in the hall. This brought to a close the solemn day.
The following Wednesday, the first wedding was performed in the new church, when Mr. Frank 
Rosienski took as his wife Suzanna Klaczynski. The groom's sister Leokadia was one of the brides-
maids, and today is Sister Mary Flavia of the Order of the Resurrection.
In this same memorable year, 1921, there also took place the blessing of the new organ, which 
was obtained for the sum of $16,500. The blessing was performed by the Very Reverend Thaddeus 
Ligman, C.R., then the rector of St. Stanislaus College (now Weber High School).
Another accomplishment of this year was the transformation of the old church into additional 
classrooms, and the enlargement and renovation of the parish hall. Also, all the classrooms and 
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corridors in the school building were painted, private telephones and electrical conduits with better 
insulations were installed.
The financial outlay for the new church and the various renovations and improvements which were 
made during this year amounted to $87,000. Other figures for the year read as follows: number of 
children in school, 1234, number of teaching Sisters, 17, number of boys receiving diplomas, 15; 
number of girls, 22.
The bells that still toll today in the church steeples were blessed on April 6, 1924. The Bishop of Chi-
cago, E. F. Hobin, D.D., in a ceremony participated in by the community as well as the parishioners, 
performed the blessing with the Reverend Stanley Gadacz, C.R. The bells were given the names of 
St. John the Baptist; the Blessed Mother, Queen of Poland; St. Joseph, Spouse of the Virgin Mary; 
and St. Hedwig. The bells were made by the McShore Bell Foundry, Baltimore, Maryland.
On July 4, 1924, with a 9:30 a.m. Mass, followed by a parade of church, military, and civic orga-
nizations, a monument was dedicated to the memory of World War I veterans. This flag-staffed 
monument adjoins the church.

 PASTORATE CHANGES
During his tenure of the pastorship at St. Hyacinth parish. Father Sobieszczyk rendered the parish 
truly notable services. He won the hearts of his people to such a degree that at his beck and call 
they were prepared to obey him and follow him promptly in the direction of the common good 
and virtue.
It was inevitable that the strain of the pastorship should cause a breakdown in his health. His con-
dition was beyond recovery, though he was only in the prime of life. Father Sobieszczyk, a victim 
of his own zeal, passed away at St. Mary's Hospital on October 11, 1926.
After the death of Father Sobieszczyk the appointment to the pastorship of St. Hyacinth fell upon 
the Reverend Stanislaus Swierczek, C.R.
One of Father Swierczek's first resolves as pastor of St. Hyacinth was to complete the new school 
building which his predecessor had begun. A man of energy and circumspection, Father Swierczek 
succeeded ¡n carrying out his first aim. When the new school had been finished, he sought a new 
home for the Sisters, since it was no longer feasible to remodel the old residence. With the generous 
help of his parishioners Father Swierczek was able to present to the Sisters a new fireproof home 
with ample room space and equipped with the latest installations.
Like every good pastor Father Swierczek also kept a vigilant eye upon needed repairs and saw to 
the payment of the parish debt.
During this time St. Hyacinth parish lost its capable and respected organist. Mr. Charles Borowinski. 
His position was shortly afterward filled by Mr. Stephen Bolewski.
In 1930 St. Hyacinth parish received its ninth pastor in the person of the Reverend Stephen Kowal-
czyk, C.R., who took Father Swierczek's place when the latter was transferred to another position.
Inasmuch as the buildings which every parish must have in order that the usual parochial work 
may be carried on in them efficiently and conveniently were well-provided for by his predecessors, 
there remained for the new pastor the task of preserving the good condition of the parish plant, 
and especially of watching over and fostering the spiritual life of his flock. Conscious of his pastoral 
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responsibilities and ever ready to take advantage of opportunities that made for the bettering of 
the parish, Father Kowalczyk introduced into his parish such important and useful organizations 
as the St. Vincent de Paul Society and the Catholic Youth Organization.
Having, through careful administration, released the parish from its debt, he saw that the time 
was at hand to complete the interior decoration of the church. For this purpose he engaged the 
well-known artist, Mr. Mallin. The painting of the interior of the church entailed a financial outlay 
of $35,000. If the interior setting of a church should be such as to inspire piety and devotion in the 
faithful, then certainly the completed interior decoration in the church of St. Hyacinth provides 
such an atmosphere. Portraits of our Divine Lord, of his Blessed Mother, and of Saints, especially 
of saints of Poland, depicting well-known incidents of their lives, catch the eye on all sides. But the 
whole effect of this pleasing and inspiring panorama of colors is to center the mind and the heart 
on the one principal object in the temple— the tabernacle upon the main altar.
One of the better-remembered of distinguished visitors at St. Hyacinth is General Joseph Haller, 
who came here in 1923, while on his first tour of the Polish communities in the United States.
Another honored guest at St. Hyacinth was the Most Reverend Archbishop Cieplak, who made his 
visit here in 1924.
In 1942, St. Hyacinth' parish extended its welcome to the Honorable Stanislaus Mikolajczyk, a Polish 
cabinet member, who later became Prime Minister of the Polish government in exile.

 WAR TIME ENDEAVORS
The parish of St. Hyacinth has always played a prominent part in the undertakings of the Poles in 
Chicago, particularly in affairs relating to Poland. Already in 1914, at the outset of the first World 
War, this parish began the collection of a fund for the war-stricken in unfortunate Poland. When 
the Polish National Council was formed for the purpose of uniting Polish emigration in this coun-
try into a cooperative body that would work in behalf of the oppressed fatherland, St. Hyacinth 
parish was quick to extend its cooperation. When a movement was set afoot among the Poles in 
this country to organize a Polish army, the people of St. Hyacinth did not hesitate to recruit men 
for this purpose. Special departure ceremonies were held for the volunteers in the church and in 
the parish hall, and rosaries, scapulars, and prayer books were given to them.
Today, at George Street, next to the church, there stands a memorial in honor of the veterans of 
the last wars. Every year a simple, patriotic program is arranged by the surviving veterans to revive 
memories of their departed comrades, who gave their lives in defense of democracy and for the 
liberation of oppressed nations.
The outburst of the second World War gave rise to even more urgent calls for help, not only from 
overrun Poland, but also from the adopted fatherland, the United States. Soon after the unwar-
ranted attack upon Poland, the Poles in this country consolidated themselves for the purpose of 
supplying relief to that stricken country. Supervision of these relief efforts was entrusted to the 
Polish-American Council. St. Hyacinth was a member of this Council, and endeavored to come to the 
aid of suffering compatriots. It maintained a Red Cross unit, comprised of both young and elderly 
women, who contributed their time and their talents to provide necessities for the fighting men.
The parish of St. Hyacinth saw a considerable number of its young men leave for military and naval 
service during both the first World War and the second World War.
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A Catholic Action group, called "League for Religious Assistance to Poland," was formed for the pur-
pose of gathering funds with which ecclesiastical articles, vestments, religious books, pictures, and 
the like were sent to Poland after the war. A branch of this organization still exists at St. Hyacinth.

 GOLDEN JUBILEE—1944
The pastor of St. Hyacinth during the period of its Golden Jubilee was the Reverend Theodore Kło-
potowski, C.R. He was the successor to Father Stephen Kowalczyk, C.R. who left in 1939. Shortly 
after taking over the pastorship, Father Kłopotowski provided for a new rectory.
In 1944 he contracted for the small Protestant church at Barry and Spaulding Avenues for the sum 
of $3200 and turned it into a mission church, with St. Hyacinth as its patron. The new church was 
blessed by the Very Reverend Thaddeus Ligman, C.R., Delegate-General of the Congregation of the 
Resurrection in the United States, who also celebrated the first Mass in it on February 27, 1944. 
Father Kłopotowski delivered the sermon on this day.
Father Ted, as he became known during the war years, had the distinction of being pastor during 
this country's trying time. Nearly 2,000 young St. Hyacinth men and women served in the armed 
forces, many never to return having made the supreme sacrifice.
But parish life had to be maintained, and Father Kłopotowski already had made plans for an audi-
torium to accommodate the many activities in which a large parish participates. These plans had 
to be shelved because of the war.
The St. Hyacinth Church Golden Jubilee celebration, however, was going to proceed. The Rev. 
Joseph S. Zaborowski C.R., now pastor of St. Hedwig's Parish, was given the monumental task of 
compiling the 50 years of history. As editor, and with the help of Ignatius Górzyński, a parishioner, 
and Father Edward Janusz C.R., the first souvenir commemorative book became a reality. This sou-
venir book was published in the years of scarcity of printing papers and materials, high cost and 
scarcity of skilled labor. This souvenir booklet was to serve two purposes. The first was to show 
the parishioners that for them St. Hyacinth Church is the center of receiving God's graces for which 
they should be thankful, and secondly that the church should be a center to encourage the youth 
to carry on as their parents did.
As notes taken out of the 1944 news files of the Polish Daily News (Dziennik Chicagoski) revealed, 
"St. Hyacinth celebrates its Golden Jubilee of Founding." "Celebrant of Thanksgiving Mass will be 
the Archbishop Stritch."
"Bishop Stanislaus Bona will be main speaker." Then the story continues, "... A golden jubilee on 
the 15th of October 1944, with a pontifical high mass was held at 10 a.m. in St. Hyacinth Church 
with Archbishop Samuel Stritch D.D. celebrant, and assisting at the mass was the Very Reverend 
Thaddeus Ligman C.R., Delegate General of the Resurrection Fathers and Rev. Bruno Lazarowicz C.R., 
Pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka Church as deacon with the Rev. Andrew Kloska C.R. as subdeacon. 
The master of ceremonies was Rev. Paul Balcer C.R., professor at Weber High School.
Honorary Deacons were Rev. John Zwierzchowski, a pastor of Holy Innocents church, and Rev. 
Stanley Swierczek C.R.
The Jubilee sermon was given by the Rev. John S. Mix C.R.. who grew up in the parish and is now 
rector of the Resurrection Fathers Student House in St. Louis, Mo. The Mass was preceded by a 



13

procession from the rectory, with the Archbishop, priests, and laity participating.
"The following day," the news clipping continues, "Monday the 16th of October, 1944, a memorial 
mass was said for all deceased priests, brothers, and nuns who have worked at St. Hyacinth, and 
for all deceased parishioners, founders, and benefactors. The Mass was celebrated by the Most 
Rev. Bishop Bona D.D. of the Diocese of Grand Island, Nebraska. Assisting was the Rev. Francis 
Uzdrowski C.R. as deacon and the Rev. Jerome Fabianski C.R. as sub-deacon."
The news story continues, "concerning the evening of October 15, 1944. With over 800 people 
overflowing the Wonderland Ballroom, the second event of the day, the Golden Jubilee Banquet 
of St. Hyacinth, had to be held in two halls. Beginning at 6:30, the invocation was followed by the 
music of Ludwig S. Kula's orchestra playing classical selections. After the meal, the Rev. Joseph 
Zaborowski immediately introduced the toastmaster of the evening, Mr. John Schwaba, a trustee 
of the Parish. His humor which set the right atmosphere for the crowd, was followed by a selec-
tion of songs sung by the children's chorus. Then with well wishes to the clergy and participating 
throng, the school children started, and had all present singing, 'Niech zyja nam', followed by the 
'Golden Jubilee'."
Honorable Mayor Edward J. Kelly then spoke at length of the sacrifices of the pioneers of the parish, 
the foresighted vision of the Resurrection Fathers, and the present parishioners.
Miss Hariette Konopka, concert soloist sang two songs, one of which, "Moja Pieszczotka", a Pa- 
derewski number, was acclaimed by the audience. Her accompanist was Mr. Florian Czonstka.
Bishop Bona spoke next, paying tribute to the people of the parish for their devotion to God and 
to his Son Jesus, for their de¬votion to the church; he also paid tribute to the clergy, to the nuns, 
and to the hard workers who for many years gave of their time and energies."
The Choir then sang, under the direction of Dr. C. Ross, patriotic songs and ended with "Ave Maria." 
The Toastmaster began the introductions of the guests, among them Rev. Stephen Kowalczyk C.R. 
and Rev. Stanley Swierczek, both former pastors of St. Hyacinth, Mr. Walter Orlikowski, alderman 
of the 35th Ward, Mr. Szumnarski, ward Committeeman and a host of dignitaries too lengthy to 
enumerate. Then Mr. Brudziński, commander of 'Okreg' S.W.A.P. presented well wishes, and a 
decoration (Gen. Haller of Crossed Sabers) to the Rev. Father Theodore Kłopotowski, C.R., Pastor 
of St. Hyacinth, for his work and encouragement to the Polish Legionnaires and to Poland."
Father Kłopotowski, the concluding speaker, wearing his newly acquired decoration, thanked the 
assemblage, the parishioners, and those who worked diligently in making the Jubilee Banquet a 
success. Then in conclusion the crowd all joined in the singing of 'Boze cos Polski'. Dancing followed 
to end the evening.
The jubilee years, the war years, the years of readjustment for returning servicemen, all added to 
changes. Reverend Theodore Kłopotowski served St. Hyacinth Parish with distinction and, after 
14 years as pastor, left for another assignment.

 A NEW ERA
Reverend Joseph Polinski, C.R., took up the helm as pastor in 1954 and immediately made plans to 
alleviate the overcrowded conditions at the Mission Church. Rev. Polinski applied for permission 
from the archdiocese to build a new and larger church.
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Permission from his Eminence Samuel Cardinal Stritch was granted, and the acquisition of land 
began. The construction started soon after Mrs. Frances Parker, and Dionise Brzezinski sold four 
lots and a two-story building to St. Hyacinth for the price of over $21,000. Legal restrictions had 
to be met and in some cases hearings were held in order to allow proper spacing for the church in 
relation to the proximity of the parking area for autos and the church itself.
The efforts of John C. Marcin, City Clerk, and Alderman John Brandt, were instrumental in getting 
the city Zoning Board to grant permission for work on the new church to progress.
On March 4, 1955, the ground-breaking ceremony took place. The Very Rev. Stanislaus T. Fiolek, 
C.R., Provincial of the Resurrection Order, and the Rev. Joseph Polinski C.R. turned the first shovels 
of earth to start the foundation of the new mission church at 3051 North Christiana Avenue. The 
clergy of the Resurrection Order, the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth, the Scout troops of St. 
Hyacinth, and parishioners were present. Soon after, the demolishing of the old frame structure 
and leveling of the ground took place.
On August 5, 1955, the Very Rev. Monsignor Burke, chancellor of the Chicago Archdiocese, assisted 
by the Rev. Stanley Tarczan C.R. as sub-deacon, laid the cornerstone of the new church. The Very 
Rev. Stanislaus Fiolek C.R. delivered the sermon.
The Scout troops of St. Hyacinth, led by scoutmasters S. Kaszubowski, S. Bock, and Francis Reidt 
witnessed the solemn ceremony together with the nuns and clergy of the parish, past and present.
The construction was finally completed and the. new mission church officially renamed, "Our Lady of 
Fatima Mission Church of St. Hyacinth Parish." As first resident of the new church, the Rev. Casimir 
Guziel, C.R., took over the sacerdotal duties.
-The blessing of Our Lady of Fatima Church occurred March 24, 1957. The Rev. Joseph Polinski, C.R., 
pastor of St. Hyacinth and its Mission Church, in his message for the day, stated, "In our humble 
prayer before the Tabernacle we ask that the blessings and reward of Almighty God may come to 
all who have in any way helped or contributed toward the building of the Mission Church. To all our 
benefactors, parishioners and friends, may God bless you always and in all ways."
His Eminence Samuel Cardinal Stritch, Archbishop of Chicago, blessed the Church and officiated at 
the Solemn High Mass, with the Very Reverend Msgr. Stanley Piwowar as assisting priest. The Very 
Reverend Stanley Fiolek, C.R., was celebrant of the Mass while Rev. Theodore Klopotowski, C.R., 
was the deacon. Rev. Francis Uzdrowski, C.R., was sub-deacon with Rev. Casimir Guziel, C.R., and 
the Rev. John Wojcik, C.R., as Honorary Chaplains. The Rev. Stanley A. Tarczan, C.R., was master of 
ceremonies.
The Papal Knights of St. Gregory were the escorts to the Cardinal, and the St. Hyacinth Choir com-
pleted the church services, under the direction of Dr. John Chojnacki, with H. Konopka as soloist. 
After Mass an open house was held with the Holy Name Society and the Mothers' Club of St. Hy-
acinth Church as hosts.
At the end of 1957, the Rev. Joseph Polinski, C.R., left as pastor of St. Hyacinth Parish. Replacing him 
was the Rev. Bernard Bak, C.R., who had served at St. John Cantius Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri 
since 1944.
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RENOVATION AND CONSTRUCTION
Father Bak soon embarked on a program to update various facilities about the parish. Work on the 
school buildings was started in earnest. The renovating of classrooms, lighting, plumbing and exteriors, 
was but a beginning. It soon became apparent that one problem could not be easily solved—what 
to do with the older school building and the need for a new auditorium. Consultants were hired 
to further study the problems. The answers were soon obvious. Tear down the old school. Build a 
new one with an auditorium and combination gym for school use. Financing? That became anoth-
er problem. The final hurdle was permission from the Archbishop Albert Cardinal Meyer, to hire 
architects and start finalizing the plans for the new building, while the old building was still being 
used. This necessitated the double shift school program so that education of children would not 
be hampered during the razing of the old building. This hardship, for the parents, youngsters, and 
particularly for the Sisters and lay teachers, was a burden; but the sacrifice paid off. Mr. Edmund 
Zarek was the architect selected to speedily bring the new school and auditorium to completion.
During this time the various organizations of the Parish held their meetings in the remaining class-
rooms or even in the rectory.
The Holy Name Society embarked on a program to finance the cost of an outdoor creche. With 
Rev. Al Kocon, C.R., as chaplain, imported hand-carved figures costing $2500 were obtained that 
even today embellish and help promote the spirit of Christmas in a display alongside the church.
The pastor, Rev. Bak, organized a school band under the direction of Mr. Smith, to further the cultural 
enrichment of the student body, and the study of music for the individual. Father Bak began the 
renovation of the parish rectory, while much work was done to maintain the financial structures 
of the parish in a position to keep the physical plant in shape. Nazareth Hall, which became the 
"Old School" by virtue of demolishing of the other school, was completely refurbished and a new 
entrance was added to enhance the structure.
On April 16, 1963, Bishop Aloysius Wycislo, D.D., in the company of religious, laity, and community 
leaders, blessed the cornerstone of the building that became Resurrection Hall. The ceremony 
began in twilight and as darkness descended, the impressive sight of the unfinished mortar and 
stone blended in with the colorful regalia of the "La Fourths" Knights of Columbus Honor Guards. 
The crowd was large and the electric lights strung out on wires gave the ceremony a feeling of grave 
importance. The women prepared a buffet served on the first floor of the unfinished school, and 
the occasion was a joyous one.
Among all these preparations was the name of Rev. Stanley A. Tarczan, C.R., who spearheaded the 
raising of funds for "Progress in Action." Through carnivals, bazaars, picnic, and other projects, 
proceeds were slated for this purpose. It was no wonder that the pastor, Rev. Bak, appointed Father 
Tarczan to be chairman of the dedication of the new school and Resurrection Hall.
March 22, 1964 was the day that an air-conditioned school, containing eight classrooms, a library, 
a cafeteria, three auxiliary meeting rooms, and an auditorium were dedicated.
His Excellency, Bishop Aloysius Wycislo, D.D., performed the blessing of the building. Assisting were 
the Rev. Louis Gracz, C.R., as deacon, Rev. George Jendrak, C.R., as sub-deacon, and Rev. Norbert 
Zawistanowicz with acolytes. The ceremony, though brief, was solemn and impressive.
The culmination of "Progress in Action" seemed imminent. But the throng that attended knew that 
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constant attention to the parish and the community, and to its people, is always in the minds of 
the pastor and clergy. Rev. Father Tarczan, chairman of the dedication, summed up the evening at 
the banquet following, by his statement, "May this new addition lend a new luster to St. Hyacinth's 
reputation in academic excellence."
The first dinner-dance in Resurrection Hall on May 2, 1964, was.,, an effort of the United Societies 
Committee. A commemorative book was published as a parish-community way of saying "thank you" 
for the new educational structure. It was at this event that it was learned that the Rev. Fr. Bernard 
Bak was appointed Provincial Superior of the Congregation of the Resurrection, American Province.
Father Bak, as pastor of St. Hyacinth for seven years, rightfully symbolized the phrase, "Progress 
in Action."

 VATICAN II
The Rev. Stanley Tarczan, C.R., was appointed pastor of St. Hyacinth Parish in 1964. He served as 
an assistant at St. Hyacinth from 1949 to 1952, having been in Fontana, California prior to then. 
He served at St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish from 1952 to 1955, then returned to St. Hyacinth, where 
he has served a total of seventeen years, to the present day.
Father Tarczan became pastor during an era of change. It was at this time that the Vatican Council 
II began updating the entire structure of the Catholic Church. In 1965 the parishioners saw the 
erection of the Altar of Sacrifice, and it was a decided change - particularly for the older group—to 
see the priest facing them throughout the entire Mass. It was a bigger change to participate more 
closely with the laity taking part, as the words "lector" and "commentator" became meaningful.
It was also in 1965 that Rev. Tarczan began the formation of the Intra-Parish Council, a group 
composed of various representatives of societies existing at St. Hyacinth, whose purpose was to 
broaden the scope of activities in this era of change. The Council was very active in 1966, when 
Poland's Millennium of Christianity was taking place. The visit of the Most Reverend Ladislaus Ru-
bin, Auxiliary Bishop of Gniezno, Poland, representing Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, the Primate of 
Poland, was one of the highlights of the years. The Bishop, before one of the largest crowds at St. 
Hyacinth, offered Mass and gave a sermon at one impressive evening service.
The Chicagoland observance of Poland's 1,000 years of Christianity was celebrated with a banquet 
held in May, 1966 at Mc-Cormick Place. Those attending numbered in the thousands, and St. Hy-
acinth had the distinction of having the largest attendance of any one parish. For this feat. Father 
Tarczan received the large plaque representing the Millenium which adorned the Banquet Hall. 
This was later placed over the entrance to Nazareth Hall, after being blessed by Msgr. Abramowicz.
St. Hyacinth was well represented at Chicago's finale of Poland's Millennium, at Soldiers' Field on 
August 28, 1966. A Solemn Pontifical Mass of concelebration was held outdoors under an impressive 
and unique altar ensemble. The principal celebrant was His Excellency the Most Reverend John P. 
Cody, Archbishop of Chicago; there were forty-eight concelebrants and priests, and over 30,000 
people taking part in the Mass.
The Rev. Father Tarczan during this period celebrated his 25th year of priesthood, May 28, 1967, 
and Rev. Bernard Bak returned to the parish also to celebrate his 25th anniversary on the same 
day. Rev. Stanley Gadacz, C.R., celebrated his 50th anniversary of priesthood (Oct. 28, 1966), and 
Rev. Joseph Prusinski his 40th anniversary (Oct. 30, 1967). Rev Louis Gracz and Rev. Henry Stec 
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celebrated their 25th years of Priesthood on Dec. 19, 1967 and June 6, 1968 respectively.
The pastor, Father Tarczan, during his tenure, organized the commentators group under the direc-
tion of Frs. Joseph Prusinski and Marion Gienko.
The St. Hyacinth band, already a marching band through the efforts of the pastor received red 
uniforms and proudly represented the parish at parades and civic functions, with Mr. Stanley Micus 
as director.
A new phrase that the people of St. Hyacinth parish came to know during this time was "Project: 
Renewal." With a group of. church-minded salesmen, Rev. Tarczan started to fulfill an obligation to 
the diocese by raising and pledging funds to total $200,000 over a period of three years. Already at 
the beginning of 1969, under the direction of Rev. Louis Gracz, C.R., Project Renewal had reached 
the total amount of $100,000 collected. This money is to be used to build, renovate, and plan the 
building program of the Chicago Archdiocese, the remaining to be used at St. Hyacinth.,
The pastor, in appreciation of the sacrifices, generosities, loyalty, and fealty of the parishioners 
to their Polish heritage and to St. Hyacinth parish, will erect a shrine to Our Lady of Częstochowa. 
This shrine of thanksgiving will be erected in the east grotto of the church during this, the year of 
our Diamond Jubilee.
As the 75th year since the beginning of St. Hyacinth parish approaches, the Rev. Stanley A. Tarczan, 
C.R., is in the midst of a new "Progress in Action" development. This time, the church proper will 
be cleaned, repainted, and electrical wiring and new lighting added. The cost, the pastor is sure, 
will be raised through the efforts of the people of St. Hyacinth.
Seventy-five years ago, a group of pioneer Poles wanted a church they could call their own. They 
built it and it was theirs— a proud heritage for those who followed them. The parishioners of 
today, reviewing the benefits provided by the work of so many in the past, stand ready to say "It 
will be maintained. "

Chester F. Garstki


