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  A brief history of St. Fidelis Parish, Chicago, IL.
  Saint Fidelis Parish Golden Jubilee 1926-1976, 
  Sep. 26th, 1976. CAP at Orchard Lake. 

St. Fidel is Parish was officially founded in 1926. Humboldt Park was the site chosen. Although Catholic 
Parishes had already been established in the area, they were too distant from the Northeast end of 
Humboldt Park where St. Fidelis is situated, to serve the Poles in the community. The boundaries 
of the Parish extend from Division to Bloomingdale and Western Avenue to Kedzie Avenue.

In 1924, certain men of the area organized themselves as a committee to establish a "spiritual 
community... with a Polish speaking priest in charge" as they made known their desire to Cardinal 
Mundelein. This committee consisted of the following members: Joseph Altman, Andrew Drzazga, 
Joseph Grabowiecki, Felix Kobylinski, Anthony Listecki, Stanley Mysliwiec, Joseph Niemczura, John 
Panek, Joseph Panek, Martin Piekarz, Joseph Sterczek. At this time, seven hundred families pledged 
to support a new church and school. His Eminence gave his consent for the establishment of a new 
parish on July 26, 1926.

Fortunately a Lutheran Church on the corner of Hirsch and Washtenaw was for sale. The Archdiocese 
purchased this building to serve as a church and three adjoining apartment buildings to serve as 
a rectory. FATHER JOHN R. ZELEZINSKI was appointed FIRST PASTOR OF ST. FlDELIS in August 1926 
and immediately assumed the respon¬sibility of adapting the building into a suitable church with 
a seating capacity for a congregation of 600 worshippers.

On the feast of St. Fidelis, April 24, 1927, George Cardinal Mundelein publicly dedicated the Church.

Rev. John Zelezinski Celebrated the first Mass in St. Fidelis Church on September 26, 1926, the first 
marriage on October 2, 1926, three baptisms on October 3, 1926 and the first funeral on December 
6, 1926.

The parish grew rapidly and soon after, two apartment buildings directly across the church building 
were purchased to be converted into classrooms for a school. The Sisters of St. Joseph, Third Order 
of St. Francis were invited to staff the school. An apartment building a half block south of the church 
was purchased to serve as their convent.

To build a new school and convent was not feasible because there were no vacant lots in the area. 
Parish a facility at St. Fidel is was completed in 1936 with the pur-chase of a building next to the 
rec¬tory. This was converted into two additional classrooms for the school, meeting rooms and a 
hall for parish society activities.
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The parish grew rapidly. On the tenth anniversary of the parish in 1936, the total parish family 
numbered one thousand households. Those that were children at the time of the dedication of the 
parish were, by 1939 grown and starting a second generation of parishioners at St. Fidelis.

The 1940's at St. Fidelis were peaceful and prosperous years. The original blue collar parishioners 
were raising doctors, lawyers, and technicians. The parish population remained constant; its ethnic 
make-up was largely Polish.

The post war era as it affected the nation, so did it affect St. Fidelis. The school enrollment increased 
and crowded the facilities and convent as well. The buildings themselves were standing sixty and 
seventy years. New waves of war refugees came to the Humboldt Park area, an area distinctive in 
that for all the years of its existence the people there for the most part, spoke English as a second 
language.

Rev. John Zelezinski, now Monsignor, saw the need for improve¬ment and expansion of the parish 
plant. He was not to carry this out for he went to his eternal reward on September 27, 1957.

On November 7, 1957 Rev. Francis E. Ploszek came to St. Fidelis as the second Pastor. It was he was 
converted an apartment into a convent for the Sisters and built a new school, renovated the church 
building, and expanded the rectory, The dedication of the new school and convent by His Eminence 
Albert Cardinal Meyer took place on April 24, 1960, feast of St. Fidelis. Today the enrollment of the 
school is 300.

The 1960's, a decade of radical change in America, had no less an impact of change at St. Fidelis. 
Humboldt Park, the home of immigrants throughout its history was now to provide a home for a 
new wave of immigrants from the Caribbean, especially Puerto Rico, from Mexico and other Latin 
American countries.

Many stable parishioners moved to the northwest side of the city and to the suburbs leaving some 
elderly, those for whom moving was economically unfeasible and those who did not wish to move. 
Landlord absenteeism became prevalent and subsequently property value declined. Businesses 
and factories followed their patrons and workers. The parish family consequently grew small and 
consisted of varied ethnic groups.

St. Fidelis had incurred a debt by building in the 1960's and the decline in stable parishioners and 
an increase of new parishioners with a limited income reduced church support. Moreover, in 1968 
the church building was receding so that it had to be demolished. Since there were no funds to 
build a new church, the school cafeteria was converted into what is now the present parish church.

It was in 1968 also, that Rev. Francis Ploszek retired. Rev. Marion Matlak was appointed Shepherd 
of the people of God at St. Fidelis. It was he who completed work on the newly converted cafeteria 
in making it a fitting place of worship.

Rev. Matlak realized the needs of his Spanish speaking parishioners and procured the help of Span-
ish speaking service priests to assist him. The number of Religious teachers was declining and the 
hiring of lay teachers added greater financial strains on the parish. At this time it was necessary for 
him to request a subsidy from the Archdiocese.
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In January 1974 Rev. Marion Matlak was transferred to serve as pastor at St. Cornelius. Rev. Joseph 
Fitzharris who served as associate pastor at St. Fidelis since June, 1973 acted as Administrator.

In the latter part of February, 1974 Rev. Joseph P. Grembla was appointed Pastor of St. Fidelis. Since 
his arrival openness has pervaded and St. Fidelis parish which has united the racial and ethnic dif-
ferences of God's family is able to work together for and with one another.

Rev. Joseph Grembla's leadership is augmented by a capable and varied staff. At present he is assisted 
by Rev. Joseph Fitzharris and Rev. Jack Hurley, and Rev. Anthony Stefaniak, associate emeritus. All 
the priests are bi-lingual, if not tri-lingual with a total capacity of speaking English, Polish, Spanish 
and French.

The three sisters of St. Joseph, T.O.S who reside in the convent are: Sister Edna, Principal of St. 
Fidelis School, Sister M. Robertine, and Sister Mary Virgiose. The Sisters are involved in school and 
parish ministry.

The parish is also staffed by three per¬manent deacons: Jose Viruet, Juan Lopez and Julio Martinez.

Under the leadership of Rev. Joseph Grembla and his team the people of God have created Commu-
nity in spite of ethnic differences. In fact, these diversities have greatly enriched the parish family.


