
1

   
  History of the Polish Parish Holy Trinity in Windsor.
   Pamiętnik Czterdziestolecia Parafii Św. Trójcy w Windsor,   
  Ontario 1916-1956.   CAP at Orchard Lake.

The first Polish immigrants began to arrive in Detroit as early as 1850, but in Windsor, which 
is separated from Detroit only by a river, the first Polish family settled as late as 1908. A larger 
Polish settlement began in 1914, when new factories were built and within a year there were 
already around 300 Poles living in Windsor.

At that time there was no Polish priest, however in the summer of 1915, a young zealous assis-
tant of the Immaculate Conception Parish began to look after the immigrants. He was Father 
Ralph Hubert Dignan, who since 1953 is the bishop of the Diocese of Sault Ste Marie in North 
Bay, Ontario. He was not satisfied with saying the Mass for the Polish immigrants. He wanted to 
give advice and offer spiritual help also he did not know the Polish language. So he learned few 
Polish words from a dictionary and prepared short English sermons which some of the younger 
Polish immigrants translated into Polish. The following were translators: Władek Kwapisz, Francis 
Wandor (both deceased) and Andrew Jakubiak (now residing in London, Ont.). Needless to say 
that Father Dignan captured the affection of the Polish newcomers.

When in October 1916, Bishop M. F. Fallon of London, Ontario, was to visit Windsor to administer 
the Sacrament of Confirmation, about 50 Polish families and approximately 100 single persons 
had to be prepared for the reception of this sacrament. Father Dignan, because of his language 
difficulties, could not take over so great a task and therefore, the pastor of Immaculate Con-
ception Parish asked the bishop for help. Thus it is that Father Andrzejewski comes to Windsor.

Father Andrzejewski was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he graduated from the seminary 
and received Holy Orders. Before coming to the Diocese of London, he was the pastor of the 
parish of Our Lady of Częstochowa in New Castle, Pennsylvania. Father Andrzejewski arrived 
in Windsor on September 29, 1916, and on second of October he celebrated the Mass and 
preached in Polish in the basement of the Immaculate Conception Church.

Bishop Fallon, seeing so many Poles at the Confirmation, decided that a separate Polish parish 
should be established and charged Father Andrzejewski with its organization.

Shortly after, there was a fire at the Immaculate Conception Church, and the newly formed 
Polish parish had to use the facilities of St. Anne's Church at Walkerville.
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Simultaneously the idea of building their own church ripened in the minds of the parishioners 
and for that purpose a meeting was called. It was decided that a building fund should be es-
tablished, by means of a monthly, door to door collection. Among the many collectors were: 
Joseph Samborski, and Ignatius Leskiewicz. The first collection brought only $137.50.

In spite of such a discouraging beginning, the second parish meeting was attended by 62 people 
and Francis Wandor made the motion to start the building of the church. He was seconded by 
Andrew Jakubiak and the motion was carried unanimously.

A Building Committee was chosen consisting of Joseph Samborski, Ignatous Leskiewicz, Francis 
Wandor and Andrew Jakubiak. It was also agreed that everybody should donate one Dollar per 
month toward the building fund.

The enthusiasm and generosity of the parishioners found an unexpected support which they 
attributed gratefully to Divine Providence. Father Andrzejewski's personalities gained for him 
many friends. One of whom was Mr. Walter Boug, who was neither a Pole nor a Catholic. Mr. 
Boug donated his property situated on the corner of Langlois and Banwell (the present Ellis 
St.), a place six times as large as a regular building lot. However, he attached a condition to his 
gift, namely: that if the work should not start by June 1, 1918, and, completed within a year, he 
would take back his donation.

It should be noted that the property which today lies almost in the heart of Windsor, was then 
farmland. The best proof of which are the photographs taken of the parishioners digging for 
the foundation; at which time there were no bulldozers and the work had to be done by hand. 
The building mate¬rials were brought in by horse cars.

The parishioners worked without pay, for they had only $2,000.00. Bishop Fallon came to bless 
the foundation stone October 27, 1917 and seeing the great zeal, and admiring their good will 
gave them a loan of $18,000.

Within five months the Polish church was completed and stood exactly as it does today. Easter 
of 1918 saw the first Mass offered and the official blessing of the church by Bishop Fallon took 
place in 1919. The building of the church amounted to $32,982.58.

The basement was converted in to parish hall, and served not only the parish organizations, 
but for a long time became the center of social life of the Polish Windsorites. Almost all of the 
present day organizations had their beginning in that hall.

The organ which the church has was a donation of Mr. McKee and at first belonged to Assump-
tion Church. When the latter bought a new organ for his church in 1918, the Assumption Parish 
offerred the old one to Holy Trinity Church. The new parish also aquired two bells, and Pawlyszyn 
family donated a chalice. Messrs Marian Malicki and Jan Hut- nik gave the monstrance, the 
Society of the Holy Rosary the green, and Mr. Joseph Coo¬per the black vestments.

In most cities of North America, particularly in the United States, the Polish church became 
the center of the Polish Community. In Windsor, because of Mr. Boug's donation, the church 
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was outside the city limits; consequently the place did not attract Polish settlers. At first the 
surrounding lots were purchased by non-Poles, at very low prices, and later the Poles bought 
them at much higher prices.

That explains an interesting fact. The Holy Trinity Church is a Polish church. (It is the fifth old-
est church among the 28 Catholic churches of Windsor, and the fifth oldest Polish church in 
Canada). And yet, at first it was attended by various nationalities, mostly of who were French 
and English. Two hundred of the registered seven hundred souls were not of Polish extraction. 
It was later when other Catholic churches were built, such as Sacred Heart, that non-Catholics 
joined the new territorial parishes. Nevertheless, for a long time many non- Polish names were 
still on the Holy Trinity register.

The building of the new church favored the formation of many new organizations, the first of 
which was the Holy Trinity Society existing to this day. The main purpose of the above organi-
zation was to give mutual help to its members.

In 1919 the Holy Rosary Society was formed. The St. Cecilia church choir was organized, as 
well as the Dramatic Circle which for a long time provided the parishioners with good Polish 
entertainment. Later on the Holy Name Society was formed, in 1920, and served as classroom 
for the Polish School.

Almost all Polish Lay Organizations had their initials meetings in the parish hall before they could 
afford to build their own clubrooms.

Father Andrzejewski remained pastor of the parish for 17 years, and in August of 1933 a serious 
sickness interrupted his realous work. He died in Chatham Hospital in April of 1950. He was 
succeeded by Father Franciszek Nowak, whose assistant was Father Rząsa.

The next pastor was Father Paul Sargewitz. It was during that time that an improved heating 
system was installed and the inside of the church redecorated.

The present pastor, Dr. Ludwik Kociszewski took over the parish in July of 1949. He came to Can-
ada from England, where during the World War II he was chaplain of the Polish Armed Forces.

Immediately after taking over the parish the new pastor organized a Building Committee. The 
Committee was composed of the representatives of all parish organizations and other chosen 
parishioners.

Father Kociszewski has a combined initiative and administrative abilities. Under his energetic 
guidance the Committee started to build a modern rectory, to replace the old, small, wooden 
one. The new building was completed within a year. The parishioners again contributed dona-
tions and labor.

Father Kociszewski planed a thorough re- decoration of the church interior for which fund raising 
committee was organized. He, himself with the help of his parisioners covered the walls of the 
sacristy with white oak plywood panels, and the floor of the church with colored rubber tiles.
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For the 40th Anniversary the church re¬ceived a beautiful and inspiring interior, the fruit of sev-
en years of work and devotion. Except for the benches and the organ everything in the church 
was renewed. The main altar, carved in dark walnut, represents the Holy Trinity to which the 
church is dedicated, and the Mystery of the Redemption. The side altars, likewise of dark walnut, 
represent the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Blessed Virgin. These three wood carvings 
were executed by Mr. Jan Ryłko.

The statues of St. Joseph and St. Francis D'Assisi, the Crib and the Stations of the Cross have 
been imported from Italy. (Angelo Pescosta, Bolzano). The Baptismal Fountain and the Stat-
ue of St. Theresa, "The Little Flower," were adapted to match the interior of the church. The 
wrought iron railing around them designed by Mr. Karol Malczyk, is the work of a parishioner, 
Mr. Alexander Pinkos.

Mr. Karol Malczyk designed and executed with the help of Mrs. Malczyk, the polychrome of the 
whole interior of the church. A detailed description of the altars, statues, and the polychrome 
may be found in a special chapter on the interior of the church.

An oriental rug covers the steps of the main altar and the greater part of the sanctuary.

The ceiling with its white oak panels and dark beams forms a beautiful harmony with interior 
of the church. This work was accomplished by Mr. J. Nędza with the help of the parishioners.

The candlesticks, the lamps, and the Holy Water Fountains, all decorated with the letters XP 
of bronze and made of wrought iron are the work of Freeman and Sons of Toronto and add 
considerably to the beauty of the church. The new front door, the portable confessionals and 
prie-dieus like all other carpenter work were made by Mr. Adam Black of Hensall, Ontario.

The main altar is a gift of the parishioners; the Statue of the Sacred Heart a gift of Tatka family; 
the mensa to the right side altar a gift of Mr. Edward Padgórski. Mrs. Matilda Lech with her 
children donated money for the statue of the Blessed Virgin, and the mensa to the left side 
altar is the gift of Mrs. Betty Thompson. The statue of St. Joseph donated by the Catholic Wom-
en's League, and the Third Order of St. Francis donated the statue of its patron, St. Francis of 
Assisi. The new Stations of the Cross are the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Rodzik and the pulpit the gift 
of Mr. and Mrs. Sadowski. The stained glass windows are now being made in Kraków, Poland, 
by Zieliński firm and the wood carving of the Good Shepherd by Joe Hansley, Toronto, Ontario, 
will be the gift of the parishioners.

The 40-th anniversary happened to coincide with the 30th anniversary of the priesthood of the 
Rev. Dr. L. Kociszewski. The Holy Father, Pope Pius XII and Archbishop J. Gawlina, the spiritual 
protector of all Polish emigrants, both sent their blessings and best wishes to the parish and 
its pastor for said occasion.

There was a banquet in the evening at the parish hall at which (the master of ceremonies) 
toast-master was the Reverend Monsignor Francis Pluta of London, Ontario. Among the many 
letters and telegrams was one from Bishop Ralph Hubert Dignan, who first cared for the Polish 
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immigrants in Windsor. In his speach, Bishop John C. Cody of London expressed his paternal 
affections to the Poles. Among many speakers were: Mr. M. J. Patrick, Mayor of Windsor, the 
Rev. Dr. Walery Jasiński, professor of Theology at the Polish Seminary at Orchard Lake,

Michigan, the Rev. M. Horoshko, pastor of the Greek Catholic parish in Windsor and the Rev. 
J. Achtabowski of Thamesville, Ontario, who at one time was assistant at Holy Trinity Parish. 
At this time it should be added that we owe many details of the history of our Parish to the 
research work made by Father Achtabowski.

Many events took place during the forty years of our parish and until 1853 we were the only 
Polish parish in the Diocese of London. In 1954 another Polish parish, Our Lady of Częstochowa, 
in London, was established. Just as forty years ago our parish is still the center of all spiritual 
and social life of the Poles in Windsor. During World War I, the parish cooperated with the 
Recruiting Center for the Polish Armed Forces which were at that time organized in the United 
States. As mentioned before, many Polish church and lay organizations were formed in the 
parish hall, and few of the eight lay organizations have now their own clubs.

Among the church organizations the following are still active:

The Society of the Holy Trinity which aims are the promotion of the interior life, the lay apos-
tolate, and mutual help.

The Holy Name Society active in parish life since 1920.

The Third Order of St. Francis of Assisi, established by Father Dr. L. Kociszewski, plays a large 
part in the spiritual life of the parish.

The Catholic Women's League's the largest church organization of the parish, supporting 
effectively all religious and patriotic celebrations.

The Church Choir is now composed of two parts: One made up of school children who sing 
both, Polish and English hymns at the 9:00 Mass. The other part is composed of adults who 
sing at the 10:30 High-Mass, and other important church activities.

The Credit Union, also started by Father Kociszewski in 1954, is doing very well for within two 
years it became an institution serving many parishioners.

I'he lack of a Polish Sunday School was the cause of many worries for the Pastor. Children 
attending Public or Separate School fail to learn the Polish language. Finally after a few un-
successful attempts the Pastor found in Miss A. Kossobudska a qualified arid devoted teacher.

A few words should be said concerning the financial situation of the parish, when Father Ko-
ciszewski took it over, the mortgage on the property was $20,000.00. Now, after only seven 
years, and in spite the building of the new rectory and the redecoration of the church, the 
mortgage has dropped to $16, 000.00.
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Since Rev. Dr. L. Kociszewski took over the parish, there has been an assistant working with 
him. The priests who filled this position at Holy Trinity have been: Rev. J. Ladowicz, Rev. J. 
Achtabowski, Rev. E. Jastalski, Rev. J. Andrzejewicz and presently Rev. J. Lipka, beside that, for 
a number of years now, the Rev. Dr. Walery Jasiński offers his help on Sunday.

To date it was impossible to establish the exact number of Polish immigrants in Windsor how-
ever it is assumed that there are around 5,000 of them. Only a part belongs to the Holy Trinity 
parish, the reason being that they are spread all over Windsor as well as the surrounding area. 
The distances are great and the transportation difficult, therefore, most of them make use of 
other nearby Catholic churches, and come to Holy Trinity only on important church and national 
feasts. In this the parish still remains the center of all Polish life in Windsor.

The ceaseless efforts of the Pastor to deepen the interior life of the parishioners, to embellish 
the church and to promote the external growth of the parish, and on the other hand, the fine 
cooperation of the parishioners are convincing proof that the Holy Trinity Parish is a living and 
flourishing one.


