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HISTORY OF ST. CHARLES CHURCH 1877-1977 
DU BOIS, ILLINOIS 

(Centenial 1877-1977 St. Charles Borromeo Church, DuBois, IL) 

 

 
"Cathedral of the Prairie" Erected In 1908 

The history of Saint Charles Parish spans more than a century of faith, devotion and love of 
God by the Priests, the Sisters, and the parishioners including the first Catholic immigrants 
who settled in this rural community that was called "Coloma" in the early days. The first 
inscription in the parish records was made as early as 1868 by Father Charles Klocke who 
attended the infant community from Du Quoin, Illinois; however, the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass was offered for the first time in the original St. Charles Church on the third Sunday of 
Advent, December 16, 1877. The zeal of the early settlers for a church of their own was 
exhibited by the contribution of many hours of labor in building the wooden structure that 
was 75 feet long and 36 feet wide. In this unfinished structure, the early parishioners knelt 
on the floor and sat on planks, supported by wooden kegs, during that First Holy Mass one 
hundred years ago. 
The beginnings of this parish were humble and modest and marked with a great deal of 
painstaking effort and hard labor. Transportation in those days consisted of horse and 
buggy, lumber-wagon, horseback, or the railroad. Travel problems in no way obstructed the 
continuous growth of St. Charles parish. By 1898, the church could not accommodate all of 
the parishioners, and a new parish was organized that year in Scheller. A few years later 
Posen and then Tamaroa organized new parishes. In spite of these large losses in 
membership, the church continued to be too small, so, in 1908, the cornerstone was laid for 
a new church. The new brick structure was planned by Reverend Joseph Ceranski. The 
structure, a combination of Roman and Byzantine architecture, extends 131 feet in length 
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and 80 feet in width, with twin towers reaching a peak of 116 feet. The new St. Charles 
Borromeo Church has been recognized by several journalists as "The Cathedral of the 
Prairie." 
Everything about the parish of St. Charles, including the Church, the school, the rectory, the 
convent, and the cemetery, stands as a symbol of a strong and enduring faith, and as 
evidence of the love of God in the hearts of all who served the parish as Pastors, Assistants, 
Sisters, and members of the congregation. A volume of history has transpired since the 
early immigrants, who were seeking escape from religious persecution and intolerable 
living conditions in Europe, found new homes in the Du Bois community and aided their 
pastor in building a House of God. The following brief presentation lists highlights of the 
history of St. Charles Parish from the early period to the present. 
 

THE PIONEERING YEARS — 1868 to 1877 
The early settlers in this community of Polish and German descent did not have a church in 
which to worship, but with their deep faith and love of God they soon received assistance 
for their spiritual needs from the priests of the neighboring communities of Du Quoin and 
Radom. Records show that during this period the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was offered in 
the home of Martin Kuhn and presumably in other private homes. There was no Catholic 
School or cemetery during the early days of parish growth. The deceased of this community 
were buried in St. Michael Cemetery, Radom, Illinois. 
In 1868, on December 26, Father Charles Klocke recorded the first baptism in this mission 
parish. The infant baptized was Katherine Oberhofer, daughter of Lawrence and Anna 
Meier Oberhofer. 
Only a few early records are available; one record is dated March 2, 1871, the day the first 
meeting of the Trustees of the Roman Catholic Church of Coloma, Washington County, 
Illinois, was held. At this meeting, Adam Kuhn was elected to serve as Secretary and 
William Oberhofer as Treasurer. Reverend 
Charles Klocke was listed as the Pastor, and the meeting and elections were approved by 
the Rt. Rev. Peter Joseph Baltes, Bishop of the Diocese of Alton. The new parish of St. 
Charles was under the Alton Diocese prior to the organization of the Belleville Diocese. 
The highlight of the pioneering period was the building of the First St. Charles Church in 
1877. At the time the new church was being built the parish was predominantly a Polish 
community. New immigrants, who lived as far away as Posen and Scheller, joined the other 
early settlers of the area in aiding their Pastor to build a House of Worship. Prior to the 
completion of the building, the First Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was offered on the third 
Sunday of Advent, December 16, 1877. 
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Original St. Charles Church, Built In 1877 

 

 
Original Parochial School 

Father Charles Klocke, who supervised and assisted the parishioners in building the first St. 
Charles Church, must have been a person with great stamina, courage and devotion. During 
the same years that he was ministering to the needs of this community, he established a 
school at the Sacred Heart parish in Du Quoin, in 1869, and supervised the building of a 
church in the Mission parish at Pinckneyville in 1872. Father Klocke, the first pastor of our 
parish, died in 1911 and is buried in the Sacred Heart Cemetery, Du Quoin. 
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EARLY YEARS OF GROWTH — 1878 to 1898 
Father Klocke served the parish until 1878. He was succeeded by Father L. Riesen from 
Pinckneyville with Fr. John Wollowski assisting. Although Fr. Wollowski was 
handicapped, having only one arm, he assisted in other nearby towns as well as in Du Bois. 
He died in 1884 and is buried in the Sacred Heart Cemetery, Du Quoin. 
From 1879 to 1898 the Parish was administered by the Franciscan Fathers who had a 
Monastery at Radom, Illinois. Father Dezyderjusz Liss was the first Franciscan Father to be 
appointed pastor in this period. During his pastorship the Sacrament of Confirmation was 
conferred for the first time in St. Charles Church, June 8, 1879. Eighty-two persons were 
confirmed by His Excellency, Bishop Baltes. In 1888, about the middle of this progress 
period, two important events occurred. The first was the organization of the Belleville 
Diocese. The area of travel in the Alton Diocese was so extensive that in 1888 it was 
divided into the Belleville and Springfield Dioceses. The Rt. Rev. John Janssen, Vicar 
General, was appointed Bishop of our Diocese. Another evidence of parish growth was 
shown by obtaining a plot of ground east of town for St. Charles Cemetery. According to 
Parish records, the first burial in the new cemetery was that of Joseph Grabowski, Sr., 
December 11, 1888. 
With continued increase of parishioners, a parochial school was needed. In 1891, both a 
school and a convent were built. The convent was opened in September and classes started 
in the new school on October 5 with 32 students. The convent was built to accommodate the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame. Since 1891 to the present, the Sisters have conscientiously 
taught the students and diligently guided them in their faith and love of God. The Sisters 
also took care of the church linens, the priests' vestments, the choir, the altar boys, and the 
boarders. The quarters for boarding school children were closed in 1953. Improved 
transportation made such accommodations unnecessary. The convent that was built in 1891 
did not have modern conveniences such as plumbing fixtures or a furnace until it was 
remodeled some fifty years later. 
The first rectory was built in 1894 while Father Czech, O.F.M. was pastor. It served as a 
home for the attending priests during the weekends, and also as a boarding house for the 
school children who lived too far away to walk to school daily. 
 

1898 to 1962 — A CONTINUATION OF PARISH GROWTH 
A newly ordained priest, the Reverend Joseph Ceranski, was appointed pastor on July 16, 
1898, by the Rt. Rev. John Janssen, the first Bishop of the new Belleville Diocese. 
The area that composed St. Charles parish at that time included Posen, Tamaroa, and 
Scheller. All three Missions soon had their own churches. The first was St. Barbara Parish 
at Scheller in 1898. Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish at Posen was organized in 1902, and 
the Immaculate Conception Parish in Tamaroa, in 1905. Rev. Ceranski directed the 
building of the Tamaroa Church. Many families attending St. Charles Church became the 
first members of the new parishes closer to their own homes. 
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Despite the loss of families to the newly organized parishes, the church continued to be too 
small and plans were developed for a new church large enough to accommodate future 
decades of parish growth. Rev. Joseph Ceranski, who planned the architecture of the new 
building at the turn of the century, had expected the community of Du Bois to become a 
fairly large city. The "key" to community growth in the 
early 20th Century was the magic of the railroad for transporting people and produce. With 
the possibility of continued community growth in the future, the cornerstone of the 
"Cathedral of the Prairie" was laid in 1908. The contractor was Ernest Waldman. The 
faithful parishioners gave splendid cooperation to the pastor, Father Ceranski, and on the 
feast of St. Charles Borromeo, Nov. 4, 1910, Mass was celebrated for the first time in the 
new edifice. 
After the building was complete, the former wooden church structure served as a parish hall 
for the next ten years. By that time the school enrollment had increased to the extent that the 
two-classroom 

 
School Built In 1922 

building needed to be enlarged; therefore, in 1922, a building program brought about some 
interesting changes. The wood from the original church was salvaged for building a 
three-classroom school with a basement to serve as a parish meeting hall, a dining room for 
parish functions, and a dining area for the boarders who occupied the original 
two-classroom building for living quarters. For thirty years school children who lived in the 
boarding house were cared for by the Sisters. The last two who served in the area were Sr. 
Protasia, who is retired at the Notre Dame Villa Gesu, and Sr. Elia, who is deceased. 
June 7, 1932 marked another great celebration for the parish. Rev. Stanley J. Ksycki, son of 
Joseph and Anna Polczynski Ksycki, celebrated his First Solemn Mass. Father Ksycki, who 
served the spiritual needs of people in many local communities, was called to his eternal 
reward on January 23, 1976. According to his wishes, Father Ksycki is buried in his home 
parish cemetery. 
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Father Ceranski continued to improve the parish facilities. A beautiful and joyous occasion 
was witnessed on Christmas morning in 1934 when the newly installed Delco Plant 
provided electricity for the first time in St. Charles Church. As Silent Night (Cicha Noc) 
was sung many stars appeared by means of the electric lights. 
Father planned the building of the present rectory in 1934, the first painting and decorating 
of the church and the modernizing of the convent in 1946. 
In 1948, Father Joseph Ceranski celebrated his Golden Jubilee and was named a Domestic 
Prelate with title of Right Reverend Monsignor. He showed amazing energy and stamina 
throughout the years. Little did he realize when he celebrated his Silver Jubilee, 25 years 
ago, as priest and pastor of St. Charles parish that he would also celebrate his Golden and 
Diamond Jubilee as pastor of the same parish. 
 

PASTORS WHO SERVED THE PARISH 
 

          Rev . Charles Klocke 1868-1878 
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  Rev. Msgr. Joseph Ceranski 1898-1962 
 

 Rev. Msgr. Paulin Dobkowski 1962-1969 
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 Rev. Raymond Malec 1969-1971 (Assistant) 
 

 Rev. Emil Maziarz (Assistant) 
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 Rev. John Terepka 1975-1976 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Present Pastor 
Rev. Hyacinth Mazuchowski, F.D.P. 
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1879-1898 Franciscan Fathers from the Radom Monastery who served the parish: 
Rev. John Wollowski 
Rev. Dezyderjusz Liss 
Rev. Urban Stanowski 
Rev. Sebastian Cebula 
Rev. Luke Mierzowski 
Rev. Michael Czech 
Rev. Theodore Kalamaja 
 
 
 

RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS FROM ST. CHARLES PARISH 
 
PRIESTHOOD:  Reverend Stanley J. Ksycki 
BROTHERHOOD: Brother Casimir Wisniewski 
SISTERHOOD: 
Sister M. Clementine Dahlke, S.S.N.D. (deceased) 
Sister M. Augusta Lamczik, S.S.N.D. (deceased) 
Sister M. Geraldine Pokorney, S.S.N.D. (deceased) 
Sister M. Vincenta Piotrowski, S.S.N.D. (deceased) 
Sister M. Theobald Przygoda, S.S.N.D. 
Sister M. Josephat Piotrowski, S.S.N.D. 
Sister M. Leonina Wisniewska, S.S.N.D. (deceased) 
Sister M. Jacyntha Kania, S.S.N.D. 
Sister M. Cassian Wisniewska, S.S.N.D. 
Sister M. Stanislaus Ksycki, S.S.N.D. (deceased) 
Sister M. Joecile Ksycki, S.S.N.D. 
Sister M. Bronislawa Nowicka, Ad. P.P.S. 
Sister M. Anastasia Yettka, O.S.F. 
Sister Martin Ksycki, O.L.V.M. 


