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ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF ST. MARY'S PARISH LIFE . . . 
Saint Mary's Parish Centenary 1876-1976, Bremond, TX 

 

 
First Church 

 
In 1875 Bremond was a railroad boom town with Wooten Wells, only three miles away to 
the west, serving as health resort with mineral baths and hotels. And there were rich land 
owners along the Brazos river with fertile soil for farming. 
At that time eastern and central Europe, torn by revolutions and already overpopulated, 
started massive emigration to the new lands of opportunity, to Brazil and the United States 
of America. Following the Germans a group of Silesians arrived to Galveston in 1854 on 
their way to the vicinity of San Antonio, where they established a colony Panna Maria, and 
later on Kosciuszko and Czestochowa. This encouraged more numerous immigration of 
Czechs, Poles and Ukranians to Texas, establishing new ethnic colonies. The Poles went to 
New Waverly, Anderson, and Chappell Hill. Some went as far as Marlin. Joseph Bartula, 
an enterprising immigrant, who wrote the events of his ventures in a diary, tried his luck 
further north to Owensville near Calvert. After being invited by J. C. Roberts to become a 
tenant farmer, he moved with his family to Bremond. Soon he found it a place of 
opportunity, not only for his family, but also for some 50 more families that followed him 
to Bremond. According to his diary in 1878 there were names of the following families: 
Bajenski, Bulmanski, Baranski, Bajerowski, Bielamowicz, Balcarek, Cerhlewski, 
Cholewiak, Cwikiel, Drajus, Fojut, Grabowski, Golasinski, Knapik, Kazmierowski, 
Wrzesinski, Knot, Kubiak, Lemanski, Lazina, Matysiak, Miller, Ochendalski, Pieniazek, 
Pietrzykowski, Paszkiet, Rybacki, Ruminski, Schepert, Schulc, Standera, Stachowiak, 
Surma, Strugala, Suchowiak, Urbaniak, Zucholski, Zapalacz, Adamik, Sadowski, 
Kempinski, Wisniewski, Szturemski, and Staszewski. All these families were gathering in 
Roberts' home for Mass once a month, with Father Biusant, a French priest, coming to 
Bremond. He introduced in 1876 regular parish records. In 1877 Father Joseph Mosiewicz 
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became a pastor in Marlin for a group of 60 Polish immigrants. He also took care of 
Bremond. Soon plans were made to build a church. Donations were collected and a wooden 
structure for $850.00 was dedicated on Pentecost Sunday in 1879 by Father Mosiewicz. He 
also moved to Bremond. But, as Joseph Bartula says in his diary, "not for a longtime was 
Fr. Mosiewicz enjoying peace in Bremond. A few men took over and placed Fr. Polujanski, 
a newly ordained Lithuanian priest who arrived from Rome, as their pastor. Fr. Mosiewicz, 
to restore peace among families, went back to Marlin." Fr. Polujanski remained in Bremond 
until 1886 when he left for Baltimore. The parishioners then invited Fr. Peter Litwora of the 
diocese of Tarnow in Poland, from where the majority came, to be their pastor. He arrived 
in 1888 together with his brother, an organist. In 1904 he was transferred to Anderson and 
Fr. Francis Machan, a Slovak priest, succeeded him. Finding some difficulties in serving 
the parish with a group of people he left Bremond. Fr. Anthony Kripajtis, a Lithuanian, 
seeking a better climate for his poor health, was sent to take over, but died within a year. He 
was the first priest to be buried in St. Mary's Cemetery. 
 

 
Second Church 

New and more propitious era began for the parish in 1908 with the arrival of a young, 
determined and zealous priest, Father Ignatius Szymanski. He was born in Poland and 
educated for the priesthood in American Seminaries. He made many changes in the parish. 
First he built a new beautiful brick church. The old wooden church structure was converted 
into a parochial school. This school served until a new one was built in 1936. Many special 
celebrations took place during Father Szymanski's pastorate, which lasted for 33 years. In 
1935 Bishop Joseph Gawlina arrived from Poland to visit the parish. Many other dignitaries 
were the guests of Father Szymanski. Nobody in the parish was able to disturb this 
consistent pastor until 1941. Not being able to overcome his illness resulting from bad cold, 
he died on March 25, 1941, at the age of 66. He is resting in the middle of the new section of 
the Cemetery as a symbol of a beloved pastor, whose authority was respected by all. 
Father Stanley Kmiecik succeeded Msgr. Szymanski. He built a new Convent in 1948, then 
a new rectory in 1950. He was also known as a gardener. A heart attack took him away on 
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May 31, 1959 after 18 years of dedicated service. He is also resting in St. Mary's Cemetery, 
next to Msgr. I. J. Szymanski. 
Father John Witucki came from Marlin to Bremond and remained pastor until June 1967. 
Father Louis Wozniak replaced him. Due to dangerous cracks in the gothic structure, the 
beautiful St. Mary's Church had to come down. It was torn down in 1970 and a new modern 
building was erected according to demands for change of the Vatican Council II. It was 
dedicated on June 13, 1971 by the Most Reverend Louis J. Reicher, Bishop of Austin. 
Father Louis Wozniak was transferred to St. Louis Church in Austin on May 27, 1973. In 
his place Bishop Vincent M. Harris sent Father Michael F. Krol to serve the people of 
Bremond as pastor. Born in Poland, Father Krol received his education for the priesthood in 
France and in Scotland while serving in the Polish Army during World War II. Thanks to 
the generosity of all parishioners and to the successful bazaars, he was able to pay off the 
rest of the debt on the new church. He also made improvements on the rectory, school and 
convent. He repaired the leaking roofs on the new church and purchased 5 acres of land for 
the future development of the parish facilities. 
Four parishioners became priests and numerous young girls entered various Religious 
Congregations. The parochial school was instrumental in promoting vocations. The school, 
established by Father Szymanski in 1908, was first staffed by lay teachers. In 1910 the 
Sisters of St. Joseph from Wisconsin took over teaching until 1918. The Sisters of Incarnate 
Word from Shiner, Texas, conducted classes until 1932. That year the Felician Sisters 
arrived and still teach the eighth grades of St. Mary's School. 
Hundreds of parishioners moved out of Bremond in search for better employment. The 
names of the original families are still prominent in the life of St. Mary's parish. Those who 
left Bremond come back often for visits, especially for the homecomings and bazaars held 
by the parish every year on the third Sunday of October. 
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ST. MARY'S PARISH SPIRITUAL LEADERS 
 
Rev. Fleury Biusant, coming from Waco, offered Masses in the Roberts' Residence in 1875. 
In 1876 a store in town was converted into a church, and parish records were established in 
that year. 
Rev. Joseph Mosiewicz, pastor of Marlin and Bremond, established his residence in Bre-
mond. He built a new church in 1879, and was Pastor from 1877 to 1880. 
Rev. Casimir Polujanski was resident priest from 1880 to 1888. 
 

 
Rev. Peter Litwora   Rev. Francis Machan              Rev.Anthony Kripajtis 

      1888-1904                                            1904-1906                                             1906-1907 

 

 
Rev. I. J. Szymanski        Rev. S. L. Kmiecik     Rev. John P. Witucki 

      1908-1941     1941-1959    1959-1967 
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Rev. Louis J. Wozniak       Rev. Aleck Lazek        Rev.B. J. Zientek 
        1967 - 1973    1960-1961    1961-1966 

             Assistant Pastor          Assistant Pastor 
 

BREMOND'S FIRST POLISH IMMIGRANTS HONORED 
 

 
 
In preparation for the observance of the centenary of the existence of St. Mary's parish a 
Mass of thanksgiving was offered by Rev. James Miceli, the great grandson of Joseph and 
Kathryn Bartula. Father Miceli was ordained priest on May 24, 1975, and he arrived to 
Bremond to commemorate the centenary of the Polish people coming to settle in Bremond. 
Following the Mass and a reception, a dedication of the new Memorials took place on the 
graves of Joseph and Kathryn Bartula, who were the first immigrants from Poland to settle 
in Bremond. The dedication was attended by relatives and friends, the mayor of Bremond, 
Frank White Jr., the priests Father James Miceli and Father Raymond Widacki, the other 
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great grandson of Bartulas and the pastor, Fr. Michael F. Krol. The Fourth Degree of the 
Knights of Columbus served as guard of honor. 
On All Souls Day, November 2, 1975 a historical marker had been unveiled in honor of the 
first Polish Immigrants by the mayor of Bremond, Frank White Jr. and the oldest grandson 
John Bartula. Mayor White gave the following proclamation: 
"As the mayor of Bremond, it is an honor for me to be here for this special occasion to 
unveil a Historical Marker at the gravesite of Joseph and Kathryn Bartula. These people 
came to Bremond one hundred years ago from far away Poland to look for a better 
opportunity of finding a rewarding work and life. They also invited many families of their 
countrymen to follow them to Bremond in determination to work. And they worked for 
hundred years, taking pride in cultivating the new land. They raised cattle, they built their 
homes as well as the places for worship and for the education of their children. They did not 
beg for help, but they worked hard to establish themselves in this new land of opportunity. 
Today their children do not know what hardship is. They live near and far in comfortable 
conditions as a result of that love to work of their ancestors. There are so many others 
resting here like Joseph and Kathryn Bartula. Thanks to these people our city of Bremond 
may have survived many a crisis in the past. Many small towns have disappeared, but 
Bremond continues to prosper and we hope to progress in prosperity. The unveiling of this 
Historical Marker should be a reminder to all of us in our determination to respect each 
other, to help each other, and above all to work together for a still better future of our land 
of our beloved city of Bremond." 

___________________ 
 

All parishes are in good standing when they have active parishioners organized in 
various parish societies. St. Mary's Parish has 15 organizations. In order to have proper 
representation of the entire parish and to reactivate some dormant Societies, a Parish Board 
has been formed. This is a coordinating body for all parish functions and activities. The 
chairman/presidents and the secretaries of each organization constitute the St. Mary's 
Parish Board. 

 
The following organizations are represented: 

1. Financial Trustees - appointed by the pastor 
2.  Holy Name Society 
3.  Advisory Board Members 
4.  Altar Society 
5.  Rosary Society 
6.  USHERS 
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7.  Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
8.  Catholic Youth Organization 
9.  Cemetery Association 
10. School Board - appointed by the pastor 
11. Parent - Teacher Club 
12. Bremond Knights of Columbus Council No. 5053 
13. Bremond Knights of Columbus Club 
14. St. Casimir Polish Roman Catholic Union Society 
15. St. Joseph Polish National Alliance Society 
 

 


