FUNERAL HOMILY
REV. MSGR STANLEY E. MILEWSKI
SHRINE CHAPEL AT ORCHARD LAKE
FRIDAY, JULY 11, 2014

Rev. Msgr. Thomas C. Machalski,
Chancellor of the Orchard Lake Schools

Your Eminence, Cardinal Maida, Your Excellency, Archbishop Vigneron, Your Excellencies Bishops Reiss,
Hanchon, Cepeda, Hurley, Very Reverend Timothy Whalen, Chancellor Emeritus, Mr. Anthony Koterba,
Vice-Chancellor, Reverend Monsignori, Canons, fathers - my brothers in the Priesthood of Jesus Christ, Es-
teemed Religious, Members of the Board of Regents of The Orchard Lake Schools, Members of the Board
of Trustees of SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary, Members of the Board of Trustees of St. Mary's Preparatory,
Members of the Board of Trustees of The Polish Mission, Dear relatives and friends of Monsignor Milewski,
Dear members of The Orchard Lake Schools Family, My brothers and sisters all in the Risen Lord Jesus,
Praised be Jesus Christ! Niech bedzie pochwalony Jezus Chrystus!

,,W dniu twych narodzin - wszyscy byli weseli, tylko ty ptakates.
Zyj tak, by w twojej ostatniej godzinie ptakali wszyscy inni,
Ty jeden - by$ tzy nie miat w oku."

Sa to stowa wypowiedziane przed laty przez Dag Hammarskjolda, Sekretarza Generalnego Or-
ganizacji Narodéw Zjednoczonych.

Pelne poswigcenia 1 ofiary bylo Twoje zycie dla Boga i ludzi. Dlatego odchodzile$ z tego §wiata
spokojnie, ze stowami wypowiedzianymi w szpitalu w sobote, w dzien przed $miercia: Jezu, Maryjo
1 Jozefie, zabierzcie mnie do siebie! Ty byte$ spokojny, a nam tzy cisngty si¢ do oczu.

Tak wiele zawdziecza Ci Polonia, tak bardzo wdzigczne jest Ci Orchard Lake. Niemal cale swoje
kaptanskie postugiwanie poswiecites w stuzbie Polskiemu Seminarium §w. Cyryla i Metodego oraz
Kolegium i Szkole Sredniej.

Z podziwem patrzyliSmy na Twoje przywigzanie i szacunek do polskiej kultury, dobrg znajomos¢
jezyka polskiego oraz polskich zwyczajow i tradycji. Tego nauczyli Ci¢ Twoi kochajacy rodzice,
ktorzy tuz po pierwszej Wojnie Swiatowej przyjechali do Ameryki.

Woazrastales w polskiej atmosferze rodzinnego domu i w §rodowisku polskich emigrantéw oraz

rodzimej kulturze amerykanskiej. Dzigki temu potrafite§ szanowac obie ojczyzny, Polske i Stany
Zjednoczone oraz wiernie shuzy¢ Polonii. Do ostatnich chwil byle$ czynnie zaangazowany w dziatal-
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nosci wielu organizacji polonijnych, nigdy nie odmawiate$ im postugi duszpasterskiej 1 braterskiej
troski.

O wielkich zastugach 1 wdzigcznosci Polonii §wiadczg dziesigtki nagrdd, odznaczen, dyplomow
1 wyrdznien, ktore pieczotowicie przechowujemy w naszym archiwum.

Kazdy z nas moze wiele mowi¢ o wrazeniach i bezposrednich kontaktach z Tobg. Od 2000 roku
byles na emeryturze, ale nie przestates by¢ aktywny i zatroskany o Orchard Lake. Wszystko Cie
dalej interesowalo, cieszyltes si¢ z naszych sukcesow i1 martwity Ci¢ nasze trudno$ci. Do wszystkich
miate$ zawsze dobre stowo i1 u§miech. Bytes dla nas dobry. I takim Ci¢ zachowamy w naszej pamigci
1w sercu.

Kt6z nas moze odlaczy¢ od mitosci Chrystusowej? ,,Jestem pewny, méwi $w. Pawel w drugim
czytaniu, ze ani $mier¢, ani zycie, ani aniotowie, ani zwierzchnosci, ani rzeczy terazniejsze, ani
przyszle, ani potggi, ani co wysokie, ani co glgbokie, ani jakiekolwiek inne stworzenie nie zdota nas
odtaczy¢ od mitosci Boga, ktora jest w Jezusie Chrystusie naszym Panu."

Od mito$ci w Chrystusie naszych bliskich 1 przyjaciot, tez nikt i nic nie moze nas odtaczy¢. ,,Nie
umierajg ci, ktorych mamy w sercu". Mimo $mierci fizycznej, zawsze mozemy by¢ razem z nimi
tutaj na ziemi 1 w wiecznos$ci. Sg to stowa otuchy i nadziei ptynace z naszej wiary, tak bardzo nam
potrzebne teraz, gdy zegnamy ukochanego ksiedza Infulata, Przyjaciela Polonii 1 oddanego caltym
sercem Kanclerza Szk6t w Orchard Lake.

k% %

A while back, I read a little story entitled "The Dash". The story is about a preacher's reflections at
the funeral of one of the members of his congregation. In his reflection, the preacher pointed out the
dates on the tombstone; the first being the date of her birth and the second date being that of her death.
The preacher than pointed out the dash between the two dates. He looked at those assembled and
said with great emphasis that the dash was what mattered most not the dates. The dash represented
all the time that the deceased spent on earth. After a brief reflection on the deceased's life he ended
by saying: So, when your life is over and people reflect on it will you be happy with what they have
to say about how you spent your dash?

Isn't that, after all, what the life of a follower of Jesus Christ is all about? Each of us begins our
journey through life at a time we cannot remember in the darkness of our mother's womb and each of
us ends his or her journey at a time we cannot foresee in the darkness of a tomb. But the darkness of
the tomb is not is not the end for we who have the gift of faith. The tomb is not victorious and death
does not have the final word. We know and believe this because of the promise of eternal life given
to us by Christ Himself. On the day of our Baptism, we came to share not only in Christ' life but also
in His death- a death whose power was destroyed by His own Passion, Death and Resurrection.
Each of us was also given a certain amount of time, talent, and treasure. We are asked to use these
to help build up the Kingdom of God here on earth and to make our lives and the lives of those with
whom we share life a little bit better. The world should be just a little bit better place for our having
passed through it. We are challenged, in other words, to make our "dash" matter.

Our first reading from the Book of the Prophet Daniel assures us that if we live our "dash" well
we will "... live forever... we will shine brightly like the splendor of the firmament... and that when
we lead others to justice we will shine brightly like the stars forever". Is this not a challenge for all of
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us who dare to call ourselves Christians—followers of Christ? Is this not what Monsignor Milewski
tried to do throughout his life?

Like all of us, Monsignor knew that we do not always live up to the challenge. He knew, like we
all do, that we are sinners; we are all weak but we cannot fold in the face of our weaknesses and
sinfulness. We need to constantly trudge on doing our best. The source of our strength in the midst
of our weakness and sinfulness is our knowledge that "nothing can ever separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus Our Lord' as St. Paul reminded us in today's second reading taken from his
Letter to the Romans.

Monsignor tried to live his "dash" to the best of his ability for almost 85 years. In the many roles that
were his in life: son, cousin, Christian, priest, teacher, administrator, #1 and quintessential Eaglets'
fan and as Mr. Orchard Lake.

I met Monsignor 42 years ago when [ was 13 years old and came to St. Mary's Prep from my home in
New York. Monsignor (or as he was known to us Fr. Mil—lie) and I became fast friends. He exhibited
a great deal of kindness toward this kid from New York who was far from home. My relationship
with him allowed me to see him put his "dash" into action in many ways. Many times I accompanied
him on a Saturday afternoon to his mother's house. First, we would have to stop at his favorite store-
Hudsons- where he would buy something for his mother or his cousin Marta from Poland who had
come here to be his mom's caretaker. We would then stop to buy something for dinner. When we
arrived at his mom's house he would greet her with great affection always kissing here and calling her
in Polish—moja Aniela ztota - my golden angel. He would then offer mass for his mom and cousin
after which we would eat, chat with them for a bit and then return to Orchard Lake.

I also saw his "dash" in action in his life as a priest on this campus in the many roles that had-teach-
er, Vice-Rector, Procurator-Treasurer, Athletic Director and as the first Chancellor of The Orchard
Lake Schools. He loved Orchard Lake. In many ways Orchard Lake was his life. He spent 57 years
here on this campus out of his 59 years as a priest. I and others may not have always agreed with his
decisions but there is no doubt in any of our minds that he always acted out of pure love for these
schools and institutions. He was and always will be Mr. Orchard Lake.

It is interesting to note that the Gospel reading for today's mass of Christian Burial, which was chosen
by Monsignor himself, is the same Gospel that was proclaimed to us this past Sunday. This Gospel
story, like many of the Gospel stories shows us Jesus using agricultural symbolism to make a point.
The listeners knew and understood exactly what Jesus was trying to say to them. Now I, being a boy
from New York, have no clue about any of these agricultural or farm images. However, in preparing
my homily for last Sunday I read different commentaries on this Gospel selection. I learned that the
yoke that Jesus referred to which was placed on oxen was custom made to fit each particular animal.
I also learned that when Jesus said—my yoke is easy- the word easy is not a real accurate translation
of the origi—nal Greek word; a more accurate translation of the original Greek would be "fits well"
rather than easy. So, when Jesus used this image His listeners knew what point He was making. They
knew that He was telling them that the cross of discipleship takes many different forms and that the
one that is given them "fits well" and they can handle it. Monsignor Millie knew and accepted this
part of his "dash". The last years have been very difficult on him and these last days before his death
even more so but he accepted the cross, the yoke place on him by the Lord. Even at the end when
everything was beginning to fail him he did not despair but just keep repeating I am ready—I want
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to go home to the Lord.

On Monday morning I drove by the seminary to see if the flags were lowered to half-mast as I re-
quested. I stopped there for a minute and looked at the flags- the American flag, the Polish flag and
the Vatican flag. As I looked at the lowered flags it occurred to me that these flags were indicative
of Millie's "dash". He was a loyal citizen of this land who had a profound respect and love for this
country which welcomed his immigrant parents to its shores. He was a loyal son of Polo—nia, proud
of his Polish heritage; in awe of Poland's customs and faith tradition e specially her love for Our Lady
which was so much a part of Millie's life and personal spirituality. He was a loyal son of the Church
an - alter Christus - who gave his life in service to God and His holy people.

At a time known only to the Lord we will have to present our "dash" to Him. On Sunday, July 6, 2014
at 4:36:45 P.M. Millie presented his "dash" to the Lord— Millie the son, cousin, Christian, priest
teacher, loyal son of this nation, of Polonia and of the Church,#1 and quintessential Eaglets' fan, Mr.
Orchard Lake. Millie we hope and pray that the fullness of the beatific vision is now yours or will be
yours as quickly as possible. On Sunday Millie heard Jesus say to him: Stasiu, come to me because
you have labored and you are now burdened and I will give you rest.

Millie, rest in peace.
Millie pray and intercede for us as we continue to live our "dashes".

Even though you are no longer to be physically among us we will always hear echoing in our hearts
your voice calling out as only you could and only as you so often did: HERE WE GO EAGLETS,
HERE WE GO!




A description of the circumstances of Msgr. Milewski's final days and hours;
His obituary from The Michigan Catholic;

Dear Friend of Msgr. Milewski,

While Msgr. Millie was still with us, he instructed Fr. Ptak, to prepare a letter de-tailing the cir-
cumstances of his death. Msgr. hoped and prayed that circumstances would permit you to attend his
funeral. Here is a synopsis of what has transpired in the last 18 days.

On June 19th, while getting ready to go to the Polish Sports Hall of Fame Banquet to deliver the
invocation, Msgr. Millie began to experience great difficulty breath-ing. Those with him advised
him that an ambulance should be called which of course, he refused. While making his way down
the stairs to his car, to be taken to the hospital, Msgr. Collapsed on the stairs, just short of the main
floor. At that time, a 911 call was placed and the paramedics arrived to assess him and take him to
the hospital. During this entire time, Msgr. was alert but still was having great difficulty breathing.
At 5:52 p.m., Msgr. left the campus by ambulance for the last time but not before he imparted his
blessing upon us from the ambulance.

Due to his declining health status, the paramedics decided to take Msgr. to St. Jo-seph Mercy Hospital
instead of Beaumont Hospital which was the choice of Msgr. Millie due to his doctor’s affiliation with
the Beaumont. Upon admittance to the hospital, it was discovered that Msgr. Millie was suffering
from at least three dif-ferent health problems, including a very serious and contagious infection in
his bladder, fluids in the lungs and the most serious of all, a rare blood disorder called Thrombotic
Thrombocytopenic Purpura or TTP. This rare blood disorder causes blood clots to form in small
vessels throughout the body which limits or blocks the flow of oxygen rich blood to the body’s or-
gans. This increased clotting uses up platelets in the blood, which can cause bleeding throughout the
body and/or lead to a rare form of anemia. It is not clear what triggers TTP but one of the causes is
in-fection in the body, which Msgr. Milewski had for at least two weeks before his hospitalization.
After two separate 5 day long treatments called plasmapheresis, in which the plas-ma is separated
from the blood and removed and replaced with good plasma, failed, the doctor, on Saturday, July
5th, 2014, informed Msgr. Millie that there was little more that could be done to save his life. Msgr.
Milewski himself decided that he would leave this in God’s hands as he was ready to go to the Lord
if that be His will. In fact, Msgr. Millie often prayed aloud, “Jesus, Mary and Joseph, come and take
me.” After Msgr. Millie consulted with his doctor and health care proxies, he was placed in Palliative
Care or comfort care around noontime on July 5th, 2014.

On Sunday, July 6th, 2014 at 4:36 and 45 seconds, shortly after being anointed one last time and
the Commendation of the Dying prayers were prayed for him by Fr. Ptak, our beloved Msgr. Millie,
left this world to “go to the Father’s House”. Thus, the life of a “Legend in Polonia” came to an end
along with a lifetime plus of faithful service to God, Church, Polonia and Orchard Lake.

Please remember Msgr. Milewski in your prayers often. Know that he was and is grateful for all you
have done for him over the years and that he treasured your love and friendship. Be assured of his
prayers for you until we see him again in the fullness of the Kingdom.

Wieczny odpoczynek racz Mu da¢ Panie.....

Rev. Canon Walter Ptak
7 July 2014
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The following is reprinted from The Michigan Catholic, © 11 July 2014, used with permission:

bl

ORCHARD LAKE — Msgr. Stanley Milewski, P.A., a “legend” of the Orchard Lake Schools and
an institution there for more than six decades, died July 6 following complications from a series
of blood infections. Msgr. Milewski, the first chancellor of Orchard Lake Schools and a giant of
the Polish Catholic community in southeast Michigan, spent all but the first few of his 59 years as
a priest serving in various capacities at the Orchard Lake Schools, beginning as a teacher in 1957
and eventually becoming its chancellor when its governing structure was changed in 1977. Under
Msgr. Milewski’s leadership, the umbrella organization operated three institutions: St. Mary’s Pre-
paratory, St. Mary’s College and SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary — all three of which he attended
during his own formation. “He was Mr. Orchard Lake. Anybody who heard his name automatically
associat-ed him with Orchard Lake Schools,” said current chancellor Msgr. Thomas C. Machalski.
Msgr. Milewski retired as chancellor in 2000, but continued to support the Orchard Lake Schools in
various capacities. For instance, no one was more dedicated to Eaglet sports than the “All Time Super
Fan,” as he is affectionately referred to around campus. Though never having played for his beloved
school himself, Msgr. Milewski spent 70 years supporting its teams — in his student days as a score-
keeper, reporter and booster, and during his ministry as athletic director, statistician and in other roles.
“After the basketball season was over, our present athletic director in announcing that monsignor was
present at the banquet, said he was a ‘man who bled red and white,” our school colors. He was the
No. 1 fan of the Eaglets, for sure,” Msgr. Machalski said. “The students loved him because he was
always with them, especially at the games,” he added. “In his later years he wasn’t as visible to them
as he was previous, but he certainly tried to get to as many student functions at the high school and
seminary as went on. He was very visible to them that way, and they were always very happy when
he was around.” Msgr. Milewski was honored as just the ninth “Legend of the Catholic League” in
2000 for his decades of service, and he was honored with a “Banner of Excellence” in the school’s
Dombrowski Fieldhouse in 2004. He is a member of the St. Mary’s Prep Athletic Wall of Fame, and
the school’s red-turfed football field is named in his honor. During his 23 years at the helm, Msgr.
Milewski oversaw an expansion of the campus, including a College Academic Center, the Dom-
browski Fieldhouse, new dorms, the Padzieski Science Center and a new chapel for the seminary, of
which he was most proud, Msgr. Machalski said. Cardinal Edmund C. Szoka said Msgr. Milewski
always held Orchard Lake in a particularly special place. “I have known Msgr. Milewski since our
days in the seminary,” Cardinal Szoka said. “His whole priestly life was dedicated to ministry at the
Orchard Lake Schools. He was always faithful to that ministry and to the promotion of the schools.
He will be missed.” An only child, Msgr. Milewski once remarked that working with the Orchard
Lake Schools gave him “an army of brothers and sisters and nephews and nieces.” And there was no
one more passionate about Polish Catholic affairs, either. During his ministry, Msgr. Milewski also
served as president of the Priests’ Conference for Polish Affairs of the Archdiocese of Detroit, as
moderator of the Catholic League for Religious Assistance to Poland, as vice-chairman of the board
for the Piast Institute, and as national director of the Polish American Congress.

Msgr. Stanley Milewski signs his profession of faith upon becoming a protonotary apostolic, the
highest of the three ranks of monsignor, in 2007 as Cardinal Adam J. Maida acts as witness. (Robert
Delaney, The Michigan Catholic) “He was the face of Orchard Lake to the Polish-American commu-
nity, and the Polish-American community sees Orchard Lake as the defender of their life and history
here in the United States,” Msgr. Machalski said. “In his heyday, he was at everything that had to do
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with Polonia both locally and nationally.” That included being personally invited by President Jimmy
Carter to be part of the official U.S. delegation for Pope St. John Paul II’s inauguration and installation
Mass in 1978, which he viewed not as a personal honor, but “as a great honor for Orchard Lake” and
affirmation of its place in Polonia and the Church, Msgr. Machalski said. In an interview with The
Michigan Catholic last year, Msgr. Milewski recalled being “completely enthralled” at Cardinal Karol
Wojtyla’s first visit to Orchard Lake in 1969, and said he recognized the late pontiff’s sainthood and
began praying to him immediately after his death in 2005. Cardinal Adam J. Maida, who attended
school with Msgr. Milewski at Orchard Lake, recalled his lifetime of service with fondness. “I have
come to appreciate his dedication to the Church as a priest and his great love for the Orchard Lake
Schools,” said Cardinal Maida, who along with Cardinal Szoka and many others plans to attend the
funeral. “He was a remarkable leader in Polonia, in our local Church and beyond.” As for Msgr.
Milewski’s own spirituality, Msgr. Machalski recalled his predecessor’s great devotion to prayer.
During a trip to Traverse City together two years ago, Msgr. Machalski recalled Msgr. Milewski
asking to pray the rosary during the carride. When Msgr. Machalski agreed, “He said, ‘OK, good.
We’ll do all the mysteries of the rosary and then the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and by the time we’re
finished we’ll be in Saginaw,”” Msgr. Machalski said. “And sure enough we were in Saginaw by the
time we were done with all that. He had it timed perfectly.” More than 1,100 people attended a Mass
to honor Msgr. Milewski’s retirement in 2000, and at least that many are expected for his funeral
Mass at 11 a.m. Friday, July 11, at the Shrine Chapel of Our Lady of Orchard Lake. Burial will be in
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Southfield. Visitation will take place at the Shrine Chapel of Our Lady of
Orchard Lake on Wednesday, July 9, from 3-8 p.m. with a Scripture service at 7 p.m., and Thursday,
July 10, from 3-8 p.m. with a rosary at 7 p.m. Msgr. Milewski will lie in repose Friday, July 11, at
the Shrine Chapel of Our Lady of Orchard Lake from 9-11 a.m. Condolences may be sent to Msgr.
Francis Koper and Fr. Walter Ptak, 3535 Indian Trail, Orchard Lake, MI 48324. Msgr. Milewski had
been hospitalized for several weeks before his death with mul-tiple blood infections. It was hoped
that after a series of blood transfusions, he’d be able to return to Orchard Lake, but further infections
made that impossible, and he had requested palliative care July 5. Born Nov. 30, 1929, to Stanley
and Jadwiga Milewski, the young Stanley Milewski grew up on Detroit’s near west side, attending
grade school at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (West) Parish and St. Andrew School. He
then attended St. Mary’s Prep and St. Mary’s College before moving on to St. John’s Provincial
Seminary to finish his priestly formation. He was ordained for the Archdiocese of Detroit on June
4, 1955, but later went back to earn a master’s degree from SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary, and
a doctorate from Alliance College in Cambridge Springs, Pa. His first assignment was as associate
pastor of St. Francis D’ Assisi in Detroit (1955-57) before quickly becoming a Polish, religion and
history teacher at Orchard Lake. Msgr. Milewski served in several leadership roles for the Orchard
Lake Schools, including as procurator/treasurer, athletic director and faculty member and as vice
rector of SS. Cyril and Methodius Seminary before becoming chancellor in 1977. He was named a
Prelate of Honor to His Holiness Pope John Paul II (monsignor) in 1990, and later elevated to the
highest rank of monsignor — Apostolic Protonotary — by Pope Benedict XVI in 2007. He was
honored with the Bishop Stephen Woznicki Award for his contributions to Polish affairs. Upon his
well-deserved retirement, Msgr. Milewski said he looked forward to spending his last years in quiet
prayer and reflection. “I’'m going to sleep later. I’'m going to soak in the sun. I’'m going to dangle my
feet in Orchard Lake,” he said in 2000. “And I’'m going to spend a lot of time in the Shrine Chapel
and the new chapel in preparation to meet my Lord — and may He be a kind and gentle judge to me.”
7
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Jubileusz 50-lecia kaplanstwa
ks. Pralata Stanislawa Milewskiego

Niby tak niedawno, a juz mija 43 lat od chwili podjecia pracy w Orchard Lake przez Ksiedza
Pratata Stanistawa Milewskiego, w tym 23 lat na stanowisku kanclerza. W tym roku przypada tez
jubileusz 45-lecia jego kaptanstwa. Wszystkie te uroczystosci wienczy przej$cie na zashuzong em-
eryturg. Jest to, wigc dobra okazja, aby razem z Nim spojrze¢ wstecz na minione lata spedzone w
Orchard Lake i1 okaza¢ nasza wdzieczno$¢ za jego ofiarng prace i wszelkie dobro.

Siegnijmy do czasow, gdy rodzice Ksigedza Stanistawa opuszczali ojczysty kraj 1 przyjechali do
Ameryki. Mama Jadwiga, z domu Opanowska 1 ojciec Stanistaw Milewski. Pochodzili z Podlasia,
gdzie ziemia byta licha i trudno byto zy¢. Sam Ksiadz Stanistaw przekonal si¢ o tym, gdy po raz
pierwszy wybrat si¢ do Polski w 1977 roku i z mitoscia stanat obok znaku wskazujacego miejsce
swoich przodkéw, Woznawies, koto Rajgrodu.

Rodzice Ksigdza Pratata przyjechali do Stanow Zjednoczonych przed pierwsza wojng swiatowa,
mama w 1913, a ojciec w 1914 roku. Chociaz dobrze si¢ znali w Polsce, bo pochodzili z jednej wioski
1 chodzili do tej samej szkoty, to jednak pobrali si¢ dopiero w Ameryce, w 1916 roku. Zamieszkali
w Detroit, w jednym z najwickszych wtedy skupisk polonijnych. Ksigdz Stanistaw urodzit si¢ 30
listopada, 1929 roku. Dziecinstwo oraz lata szkoly podstawowej uptynety mu w Detroit, w polskiej
parafii Wniebowziecia NMP, w ktorej przyjat pierwszg Komunig¢ i sakrament Bierzmowania (1935-
38) oraz w parafii §w. Andrzeja (1939-43), w ktorej zapisal si¢ do ministrantéw oraz jako uczen
zatozyt wérod swoich kolegow bractwo “Rycerzy Przenajswigtszego Sakramentu”.

Dawniej w Detroit bylo gwarno i swojsko, atmosfera niczym z kraju przeniesiona. Teraz jest
inaczej. Czas zaciera roznice, a dzielnice niegdy$ typowo polskie lub zamieszkate przez emigrantow
z Europy, dzisiaj pozostaja opuszczone lub sg zamieszkate przez Murzynéw. Parafia §w. Andrzeja
zdotata uchroni¢ si¢ przed zamknigciem, chociaz bardzo znacznie okrojona przez budowang auto-
strade, ktora przecieta jg niemal przez srodek. Mimo roznych przeciwnos$ci zdotata jednak zachowac
polski charakter i nadal tetni zyciem.

W domu Ksiedza Pratata mowito si¢ i zyto po polsku, w szkole siostry Felicjanki tez uczyty po
polsku, dlatego do dzi§ Ksiadz Kanclerz z takg tatwos$cia postuguje si¢ jezykiem polskim. Moze
wydawac si¢ to normalne, ze dzieci mowig jezykiem ojczystym swoich rodzicoéw, ale tak nie jest.
zapami¢tujg polskie stowa lub nawet staraja si¢ po polsku mowi¢. One tez bardziej ciesza si¢ ze
swego pochodzenia i potrafig z dumg o tym glto§no mowic.

Szkota $rednia i kolegium, to juz Orchard Lake, w St. Mary’s Preparatory (1943-47) oraz St.
Mary’s College (1947-51). Byly to trudne lata wojny. O wielkich cierpieniach rodakéw mogli si¢
chtopcy w High School dowiedzie¢ od swoich kolegow, ktorzy przyjechali wtedy z polskiego obozu
w Indiach. Cigzki byt ich los, zestani w glab Rosji, pdzniej oddzieleni od rodzicow, po straszliwej
tutaczce przez Bliski Wschod, trafili do polskiego obozu w Indiach, a stad zachgceni mozliwos$cia
nauki “na ksi¢zy”, przyjechali do Orchard Lake. Niewielu ich doszto do kaptanstwa. Do komunisty-
cznej Polski jednak nie chcieli wracaé, wszyscy pozostali w Ameryce.

Z rozrzewnieniem wspomina Ksigdz Prafat lata studenckie w Orchard Lake, jak byt przyjmowany
do szkoty sredniej przez dwczesnego rektora, ksiedza pratata Wiadystawa Krzyzosiaka, jak na drugim
8
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roku nauki w High School zostat sekretarzem Ks. Bruno Neumanna w departamencie atletyki, czy
tez wybor na prezesa w klasie graduantow.

Wiele rado$ci sprawil mu udziat w konkursie recytatorskim z jezyka polskiego, podczas ktérego
zdobyl pierwsze miejsce za deklamacje “Koncertu Jankiela” z poematu Mickiewicza - Pan Tadeusz. Z
dumg opowiada o tym dzisiaj, chcac przez to zachgci¢ wspolczesng mtodziez polonijng do podobne;j
rywalizacji.

Podczas pobytu w kolegium, bardzo mile wspomina Ksigdz Pralat prace zlecone mu w biurze ks.
Aleksandra Cendrowskiego, ktory zajmowat si¢ sprawami ekonomicznymi w Orchard Lake, §piew
w chorze akademickim, redagowanie pisma studenckiego “Lake Oracle” oraz prezesur¢ w klasie
graduacyjnej (1951).

Studia teologiczne odbyl Ksigdz Pratat w seminarium §w. Jana w Plymouth (1951-55). Bylo
to seminarium archidiecezjalne. W czasach kleryckich Ksiedza Pratata studiowato tam ponad 200
alumnow. Pdzniej jednak ich liczba stale malata, co w konsekwencji doprowadzito do jego zamknigcia
w 1988 roku. Z sentymentem wspominamy tamte lata obfitosci powotan w Ameryce. Powszechnie
uwaza si¢, ze do czasu Soboru Watykanskiego I nigdy w Ameryce nie brakowato powotan kaptan-
skich 1 zakonnych. Niektorzy nawet twierdza, ze “byt ich nadmiar w stosunku do potrzeb”. Seminaria
wszystkich typoéw byly przepeinione. Dla przyktadu, obok seminarium archidiecezjalnego w Plym-
outh, byto drugie seminarium diecezjalne Najswietszego Serca Pana Jezusa w Detroit i takze miato
bardzo duzo studentoéw. Dzi$ pozostato tylko ono i tak jak inne seminaria amerykanskie z utesknie-
niem czeka na studentow. W 1955 roku razem z Ksiedzem Pratatem przyjeto §wigcenia kaptanskie
54 innych alumnow, a dzisiaj taka liczba jest marzeniem wielu seminariow, aby tylu alumnow mie¢
na wszystkich latach.

Swigcenia kaplanskie przyjat Ksiadz Pratat w dniu 4 czerwca 1955 roku z rak Ksiedza Kardynata
Edwarda Mooney, ktory w dziecinstwie udzielit mu tez sakramentu Bierzmowania.

Pierwsza uroczysta Msza §w. w rodzinnej parafii i przede wszystkim blogostawienstwo koch-
anych rodzicow. Ksigdz Pratat jest jedynym ich dzieckiem, wyproszonym przez matke u stop Pani
Jasnogorskiej w Czgstochowie. Bog dat im jedynego syna i jednoczesnie powotat go do swojej stuzby
w kaptanstwie. Ksigdz Pratat zachowat wielka mito$¢ do rodzicow az do tej pory, chociaz od §mierci
ojca uplyneto juz 27 lat, a od $mierci matki 16.

Prymicje w parafii byty dawniej wielkim wydarzeniem, towarzyszyta im rado$¢ i szczere uznanie
dla prymicjanta. Byla to tez dobra promocja kaptanstwa, dobry przyktad i zacheta mtodziezy do
nasladowania. Szkoda, Ze stare zwyczaje zanikaja, a w to miejsce zwykle nie powstaje nic rownie
pigknego 1 wzruszajacego.

Po $wieceniach Ksigdz Stanistaw podjat prace w parafii $w. Franciszka z Asyzu w Detroit. W dzie-
cinstwie czesto chodzil tam z mama na nabozenstwa pierwszo-pigtkowe ku czci Najswigtszego Serca
Pana Jezusa. Proboszczem parafii byt wtedy ks. Maksymilian Gannas, ktory w 1909 roku pomagat
przy przenosinach naszego seminarium z Detroit do Orchard Lake. Praca w parafii dawata mlodemu
Ksigdzu wiele satysfakcji 1 rado$ci, szczegdlnie praca z dzie¢mi 1 mtodzieza. Bardzo lubil przygot-
owywac¢ dzieci do pierwszej Komunii §w., a mtodziez do sakramentu malzenstwa. Diugo jednak nie
pracowat w parafii, poniewaz po roku zaproponowano mu prace w seminarium w Orchard Lake.
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W Orchard Lake rozpoczat prace Ksigdz Pratat w 1957 roku, poczatkowo na stanowisku proku-
ratora, a pdzniej kanclerza. Jest to kolejny, bardzo wazny etap w jego Zyciu oraz w dziejach polskiego
seminarium duchownego, szkot i centrow polonijnych. Bardzo wiele dziato si¢ w tym czasie, wiele
budowano, zmieniano, udoskonalano. Wiele wybitnych 0s6b goscito w Orchard Lake, duchownych
1 $wieckich, z ktorych najwiekszy zaszczyt przynosi seminarium dwukrotna wizyta Ksiedza Kardy-
nata Karola Wojtyly przed jego wyborem na papieza, w 1969 1 1976 roku. Wielkie oddanie i szczera
mitos¢ do Glowy Kosciota jest bardzo widoczna w zyciu Ksiedza Pratata, czego wyrazem sg czeste
listy z Zzyczeniami, wyjazdy do Rzymu, podazanie za Ojcem $§wietym podczas wszystkich Jego piel-
grzymek do Ojczyzny.

Papiez mimo swych licznych obowigzkéw odwzajemnia te mito$¢, przy roznych okazjach
pozdrawia Kanclerza i Seminarium w Orchard Lake, a w osobistym liscie z 15 lutego 1993 roku tak
napisat:

“Mnie tez wypada dziekowac serdecznie catemu Orchard Lake, nie tylko za te 15 lat modlitw i
zyczliwosci. Trzeba siggngc pamieciq wstecz jeszcze do “czasow krakowskich™”, gdy byt w Orchard
Lake Biskup i Kardynal, odwiedzajgc polski Osrodek sw. Cyryla i Metodego, gdzie dojrzewajq
powoltania kaplanskie przed wyruszeniem do pracy misyjnej na tamtym kontynencie. Wszyscy znajq
goralskie serce - amerykanskie czy polskie, tetni tq samqg mitosciq i Zyczliwoscig wyrostq na twardym,
skalnym gruncie. Bog zaptac!”

W liscie z 25 marca 2000, réwniez osobiscie podpisanym przez Papieza, czytamy:

“W roku Wielkiego Jubileuszu Odkupienia obchodzi Ksiqdz Pralat takze 45-lecie swoich swigcen
kaptanskich. Przylgczam sie do wspolnego dzigkczynienia Bogu za taske powolania i wielki dar
kaptanstwa: Te Deum Laudamus, te Dominum confitemur."

Pragn¢ wyrazi¢ rowniez Czcigodnemu Ksiedzu Jubilatowi wdzigcznos$¢ za dtugoletnig 1 ofiarng
prace w Zaktadach Naukowych Orchard Lake, zwtaszcza na stanowisku Kanclerza tychze Zaktadow.
Niech Bog w swojej dobroci wynagrodzi kaptanski trud 1 oddanie dla sprawy Kosciota 1 naszej
Ojczyzny. Prosze Boga, za wstawiennictwem Pani Jasnogorskiej, aby Ksigdz Pratat mogt nadal
stuzy¢ Kosciolowi swoim doswiadczeniem, otoczony zyczliwymi ludZzmi i z serca blogostawie.”

W Orchard Lake Ksigdz Pratat dat si¢ pozna¢, jako budowniczy i dobry gospodarz. Wszystko
zaczeto sie od budowy biblioteki w 1957 roku. W tamtych czasach, gdy planowano jej budowe wy-
dawato sig, ze bedzie ona wystarczajaca i przez wiele lat bedzie stuzy¢ studentom wszystkich szkot.
Jednak dzisiaj okazuje si¢, ze jest juz za mala 1 w najblizszej przysztosci trzeba bedzie budowac
nowg. To zadanie bedzie musiat podja¢ nowy kanclerz, a wigc prawdopodobnie rozpocznie swoje
urzedowanie podobnie jak obecny, od budowy nowej biblioteki.

Druga inwestycja byta budowa kaplicy w 1963 roku. Zlokalizowano ja w centrum kampusu, aby
wszystkim byto do niej blisko. Nad wejsciem do kaplicy wita przychodzacych wielki posag Matki
Bozej z Orchard Lake. Kaplica zostata wykonana starannie i bogato wyposazona, tak jak na Polonig¢
1 Seminarium Polskie przystalo. W niej sprawowana jest liturgia dla studentow wszystkich szkot
oraz dla Polonii i wiernych mieszkajacych w poblizu. W tym samym roku wybudowano tez internat
i sale wyktadowe dla studentéw kolegium i seminarium.

W 1966 roku przystapiono do budowy stotéwki. Fundusze na ten cel zgromadzito Stowarzyszenie
Pomocnicze Pan, organizacja kobieca bardzo zastuzona dla Orchard Lake. W budynku tym miesci
si¢ kilka duzych sal jadalnych, z ktorych jednoczesnie moze skorzystac kilkaset osob. Nad stotéwka
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jest konwent dla siostr Felicjanek, ktore dawniej prowadzity kuchni¢. Bylo to rozwigzanie bardzo
praktyczne, poniewaz siostry miaty blisko do kuchni. Od kilku jednak lat stotéwke prowadzi firma
zywnos$ciowa (HDS), dlatego dzisiaj takie polaczenie moze wydawac si¢ dziwne. Konwent dla
siostr jest pigkny, przeznaczony dla 10 osob, z samodzielng kaplica, duzym pokojem rekreacyjnym,
biblioteka itd. Obecnie mieszkaja w nim tylko dwie siostry Felicjanki, z ktérych jedna pracuje w
kancelarii kanclerza, a druga w archiwum.

W 1972 roku wybudowano bardzo duzy i pigkny internat dla uczniow szkoty $redniej, nazwany
imieniem $w. Maksymiliana Kolbego i §w. Wojciecha.

W 1973 roku przystapiono do budowy hali sportowej, dzigki donacji wychowanka szkoty $red-
niej - Roberta Dombrowskiego. W budynku tym miesci si¢ duza sala do rozgrywek sportowych
oraz wiele sal mniejszych do ¢wiczen 1 spotkan, izby pamigci itd. Jest to obiekt nowoczesny, ktory
obok sali gimnastycznej w starym gimnazjum 1 kilku boisk sportowych, stanowi dobrag baze dla
uprawiania sportu.

Sport w szkotach amerykanskich jest bardzo popularny. Oprocz wzgledoéw zdrowotnych i wy-
chowawczych, jest to takze dobra forma popularyzacji i reklamy szkoty. Ks. Pratat wiernie kibicuje
mlodym sportowcom. Zawsze chodzi na ich mecze i rozgrywki sportowe. Przed waznymi wystgpami
odprawia dla nich Msze $§w. i zacheca do zawierzenia Bogu oraz poktadania w Nim ufnosci.

Klerycy z Polski najchetniej graja w pitke nozna, siatkowke 1 koszykdéwke. Ponadto maja do
dyspozycji r6zne gry w seminarium (bilard, tenis stotowy), moga ¢wiczy¢ w sitowni, a w lecie ply-
wac 1 uprawiac sporty wodne na naszym jeziorze. Za drobng optata, przez caty rok moga korzystaé
z basenu ptywackiego w pobliskich szkotach amerykanskich.

W ubiegtym roku rozpoczeto budowe - Padzieski Science Center dla High School 1 College.
Glownym ofiarodawcg jest rodzina Padzieskich, ktora w potowie sfinansowata t¢ inwestycj¢. Pan
Padzieski jest wychowankiem szkoly $redniej. Centrum to jest bardzo potrzebne przy stale wzrasta-
jacej liczbie uczniow w szkole $redniej. Po Robercie Dombrowskim, ktory sam sfinansowat budowe
domu sportu, jest to kolejny przyktad wielkiej ofiarno$ci na rzecz seminarium 1 szk6t w Orchard
Lake. Zawsze Polonia byta ofiarna na cele koscielne i taka pozostata nadal. Do dzisiaj mozemy podzi-
wiac pigkne 1 wielkie koscioly w polskich parafiach, ktére zwykle géruja nad miastami i sa z daleka
widoczne. Inwestycja ta jest kolejnym tego przyktadem. W tej chwili jest ona juz na ukonczeniu.

W tym roku prowadzona jest budowa nowej kaplicy dla seminarium dzigki fundacji Stanistawa
Bielawskiego (Stanley Bielawski Brent Chapel). Jest to kolejny przyktad wielkiej ofiarnosci na
rzecz naszego seminarium.

Obecna kaplica seminaryjna miesci si¢ w suterynie. Wystrdj jej bardzo znacznie odbiega od
standardu wyposazenia innych budynkow, jest po prostu bardzo uboga. Dobrze si¢ stato, ze budowana
jest nowa, godna miana kaplicy seminaryjnej. Jest to przeciez najwazniejsze i pierwsze miejsce w
seminarium, w ktérym kleryk powinien najwiecej przebywac i tutaj uczy¢ si¢ “kaplanstwa”. Kazde
seminarium na §wiecie ma wtasng kaplicg, mimo ze obok moga by¢ pigkne ko$cioty parafialne lub
kaplice ogolnodostepne. Dlatego nikogo nie powinno dziwi¢, ze obok kaplicy gldwnej, dostepne;j
dla wszystkich szkot oraz stuzacej takze Polonii, powstaje prywatna kaplica seminaryjna. Wielkie
dzigki za to Panu Bielawskiemu i obecnemu Kanclerzowi. Wprawdzie jest jeszcze wiele innych,
pilnych potrzeb, ale i na nie znajdg si¢ pieniadze. Ta inwestycja wydaje si¢ najlepsza, bo dotyczy
spraw Bozych. Taka jest logika wiary.
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Wielki wysitek administracyjny obrazuja dobitnie wymienione inwestycje i budowy. Oprocz tego
nalezato przeciez utrzymywac i remontowac wszystkie inne budynki i pomieszczenia, zapewni¢ $rodki
utrzymania dla studentoéw, ptace dla profesordéw, nauczycieli i pracownikdéw. Do obecnej chwili, za
czasow pobytu Ksigdza Pratata w Orchard Lake, zebrano ponad 64 milionéw dolarow. Jest to suma
ogromna, wskazujaca na wielki wysitek tego, kto przez wiele lat byt odpowiedzialny za materialny
byt Zaktadow Naukowych w Orchard Lake. Dla kogo$ stojacego z boku, ten wysitek moze by¢
niezauwazalny i przez to malo doceniany. Cz¢$ciej widzimy braki i to, co jeszcze jest do zrobienia,
co wymaga naprawy, remontu... Potrafimy surowo oceniaé¢, podpowiadaé, radzi¢, bo to nic nas nie
kosztuje. Dzisiaj pragniemy Ksiedzu Pratatowi za wszystko serdecznie podzigkowac.

Seminarium 1 szkoly w Orchard Lake sa pigknym przyktadem dla innych, Ze mozna dbac i
utrzymywaé swoje instytucje mimo zmieniajacych si¢ czaséw i uwarunkowan. Kiedys wiele grup
etnicznych mialo swoje seminaria, a dzi§ pozostato tylko nasze. O Polonii mowi si¢, Zze wyrdznia si¢
wsrod innych pod wzgledem staran o zachowanie swej tozsamosci. To jest wielka zaleta 1 wartos¢.
Jubileusz Ksigdza Pratata jest okazja, aby to wyrazi¢ i docenia¢ oraz podzigkowaé wszystkim szczerze
oddanym sprawie polskiej i Seminarium w Orchard Lake. Jest to wspolne nasze $wigto 1 powdd do
dumy.

Zashugi Ksiedza Pratata dla seminarium w Orchard Lake, Polonii 1 Kos$ciota sg bardzo duze i1
powszechnie doceniane. Swiadcza o tym liczne nagrody, medale i wyrdznienia. W 1993 roku Prymas
Polski odznaczyl Ksi¢dza Pratata ztotym medalem prymasowskim.W uzasadnieniu czytamy: “Biorac
pod uwage Twoje usposobienie, charakter i talenty oraz wysitek w gorliwosci o sprawy Kosciota 1
narodu, doceniajac to zaliczam Ciebie (...) do grona odznaczonych prymasowskim ztotym orderem,
ktory jest wreczany tym, ktorzy potozyli zastugi dla spoteczenstwa i Kosciota.”

Za dziatalno$¢ na rzecz Polonii otrzymatl nagrode od Centralnego Komitetu Obywatelskiego
(Central Citizens Committee Award), dwie nagrody od Stowarzyszenia Ksi¢zy Polsko-Amerykanskich
(“Patryjarchy Polonii Amerykanskiej” 1 “Ksigdza Leopolda Moczygemby”), nagrode Apostolatu
Polskiego (Pride of Polonia Award of the Polish Apostolate) oraz Krzyz Zawiszy Czarnego (Cross
of the Black Knight of the Knights of Dabrowski). Dwukrotnie zostal wyrdzniony przez Kongres
Polonii Amerykanskiej (Diploma of Recognition by the Michigan Division of the Polish American
Congress oraz Humanitarian Award by the Illinois Division of the Polish American Congress). Zostat
tez ogloszony cztowiekiem roku przez pismo “Am Pol Eagle”. Za zastugi dla Polonii Amerykanskiej
otrzymat tez medal Polonia Restituta od rzadu polskiego na emigracji, a ostatnio takze Krzyz Oficerski
Orderu Zastugi Rzeczpospolitej Polskie;j.

Przez dwie kadencje byl Ksiadz Pratat prezesem Stowarzyszenia Kaptanéw dla Spraw Polskich
w Archidiecezji Detroit. Przez wiele lat byt moderatorem Ligi Katolickiej Niesienia Pomocy Re-
ligijnej Polsce. Petnit tez kierownicze funkcje w Apostolacie Polskim i zawsze bierze czynny udziat
w jego zjazdach. Nalezy 1 czynnie uczestniczy w zyciu wielu organizacji polonijnych, np. Bratniej
Pomocy w Stanach Zjednoczonych, Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko-Katolickiego, Zjednoczenia
Polsko-Narodowego, bierze udziat w sejmikach Zwiazku Polek w Ameryce.

Ponadto czynnie uczestniczyt w roznych uroczystosciach i imprezach polonijnych, spotkaniach,
festiwalach. Stad jest powszechnie znany i1 ceniony w $rodowisku polonijnym na terenie calych
Stanow Zjednoczonych.
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Trudno jest wymienia¢ wszystkie zastugi i1 osiggni¢cia Ksiedza Pratata. Poprzestaniemy wiec

na tym, do$¢ pobieznym spojrzeniu na jego zycie i prace. Wymienione dokonania Ksi¢dza Pratata

pozwalaja mowic¢ o nim, jako filarze Polonii i stawia¢ obok ludzi najbardziej dla niej zastuzonych.

Niemal cate swoje zycie kaptanskie poswiegcit Ksigdz Pratat Seminarium Polskiemu w Orchard Lake.
Za wszystko z glebi serca dzigkujemy. Serdeczne - Bog zaptac!

Wielce Czcigodny
Ksigze Jubilacie!

Historia Twojego zycia wpisana sercem w dzieje Orchard Lake i Polonii amerykanskiej jest darem,
za ktory dzigkujemy Bogu. Nie jesteSmy w stanie wyliczy¢ wszystkich zastug, osiggnieé, staran.
Wiemy, ze s3 sprawy, o ktorych wie tylko sam Bog. Delikatno$¢ podyktowana mitoscig blizniego
sktania ku temu, by sanktuarium ludzkie zostawi¢ Wszechmocnemu.

Winszujemy dobrego czasu, jasnej, petnej nadziei przysztosci 1 spetnienia wszystkich marzen.
Niech Bog darzy Ci¢ dobrym zdrowiem, rado$cig serca, uznaniem u ludzi i pozwoli doczeka¢ na-
stepnych jubileuszy. Tego Ci z calego serca zyczymy i modlitwg nasze zyczenia ubogacamy. AD
MULTOS ANNOS!
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