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  History of Our Lady of Jasna Gora Parish.
  Diamond Jubilee 1913-1988 of Our Lady of Jasna Gora
  Parish, Clinton, MA.   CAP at Orchard Lake. 

As we look in retrospect over the last seventy-five years which have passed so rapidly, a micro-
scopic vision of each of the deeds instrumental in building up Our Lady of Jasna Gora Parish, 
Clinton, appears to freshen our minds; and towering over all, remains our lasting sense of grat-
itude to those who have made our parish all that it stands for today and all that it means to us.

Seventy-five years have elapsed since our Polish people arrived in Clinton to earn a living. The 
first to arrive came from the Russian border, their native land. There were factories here that 
manufactured fabric and weavers were needed and hired, therefore, more people kept arriving 
as word was circulated to relatives and friends in Poland. Because they did not speak the En-
glish language they endured many hardships. Therefore, they were anxious to organize a Polish 
parish as soon as possible, so that they could praise God and hear the word of God in their own 
native Polish tongue. It would be difficult to try to put in writing exactly all our pioneers had to 
deal with before the founding of their parish. Our older parishioners remember all they had to 
go through in order to accomplish what we see today, before it had its beginning. There were 
many obstacles to overcome, numerous trips to be made; a lot of pleading took place before 
permission was granted from the diocesan authorities. There were uprisings, misunderstandings 
among the parishioners. But Our Lady of Jasna Gora watched over our parish these many years, 
and under the guidance of our hard working pastors and their assistants, today our parish is 
admired not only by our Polish people but also other nationalities. We would like to mention 
here some of the important events in the history of our parish.

 1908

Previous to January 1, 1908, the Polish people belonged to St. John's Parish whose pastor was 
Father O'Keefe. A committee composed of the leading Polish men asked Father O'Keefe to 
favor them with a Polish priest to hear confessions and give sermons in their native language. 
When the bishop visited Clinton, Father O'Keefe sent for the committee and an agreement 
was made for Father Cyran to be assigned as curate in St. John's Parish to care for the Polish 
people. Shortly after, he came to Clinton, and during his stay the census of the Polish people 
was about 80 families and about 800 souls. He was a very active and devout young priest. He 
was very interested in the Polish people and a zealous and faithful pioneer who indirectly laid 
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the foundation of our parish. He organized the Poles to work together in harmony for the good 
of the community.

 1909

With the division of St. John's Parish in 1909, the Polish people were annexed to the Holy Rosary 
Parish and had to belong to this new parish as they were authorized by the church since most of 
these people lived on Green Street. Rev. A. S. Krzywda was appointed to succeed Father Cyran. 
He was of considerable assistance to Father Fitzgerald and aided in keeping up the interest 
among the Poles for the future development of their own parish. After a few months of noble 
work he was forced to leave due to ill health. His successor was Father Andrew Krzywda who 
worked among the Polish people for three months.

 1912

The Rev. John J. Jakaitis arrived to serve the Polish people. His interest aroused the people, 
who sought to establish themselves as a separate parish at a very early date. It was under his 
leadership that the land on Franklin Street was purchased.

 1913

His Excellency Bishop Beaven appointed Rev. Theodore Suk as first pastor. The corporation act 
was signed by the church authorities with Father Suk and two trustees. The Polish people yearned 
to build a church on the newly acquired land but because of a misunderstanding and mistaken 
information a second purchase of land was acquired on Water Street. This misunderstanding 
lasted for quite a while. Finally, it was decided for the benefit of the people, they would build 
on Franklin Street.

 1915

Father Suk left the parish after serving for two years. In his place Father Blum was assigned. It 
was under his guidance that a simple wooden church was built on Franklin Street by contractor 
Andrew J. Robinson.

 1917

After a misunderstanding Father Blum left. For the time being the parish was turned over to 
Father Krzywda of Three Rivers, who tried unselfishly to make the trip to Clinton on Sundays 
so that he could offer Mass for the people, or a priest was provided. After a short time, Father 
Anthony Polawski arrived. He immediately gained great favor with the parishioners here, and 
under his direction the present-day rectory was built on Franklin Street, being completed in June 
1918. He purchased property back to Pleasant Street, and realizing the need of a school and 
the demand of the people in favor of such, commenced the erection of the $100,000 building 
which stands in the rear of the rectory and former church.
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 1925

Father Polawski's accomplishments were many. He devoted so much of his time and energy to 
the parish that, as a result, his health was impaired and he obtained a leave of absence from 
the Bishop to return to his native country, Poland, to recuperate. Too much cannot be said of 
the sacrifices and endeavors he made during his nine years as pastor.

 1926

On April 27, 1926 Father Polawski departed from the parish and Father John Oszajca replaced 
him. The arrival of Father John Oszajca was a landmark in the history of the parish, for it marked 
the rapid development and recognition of St. Mary's Parish. At once he became the organizer 
and founder of many church societies and activities.

 1927

Just when things seemed to turn for the better, a terrible catastrophe occured with the burning 
of the church on September 8, 1927. In about twenty minutes the entire wooden structure was 
gutted. For a while services were held in St. John's Auditorium. And on December 25, 1927 the 
first Mass was celebrated by Father Oszajca in the new St. Mary's Chapel, built on the site of the 
old church. It would seem that this was an act of God not to build a glamorous church for along 
came the depression and the parish certainly would have been threatened with bankruptcy.

 1929

In July Father John Oszajca was sent to Adams, Mass. and the Rev. Stanley Zdebel replaced him. 
His six years as pastor leave a glorious memory of accomplishments amid such a trying period.

 1935

Father Oszajca returned as pastor of the parish on July 27, 1935. Father Oszajca's second term 
presented countless innovations in view of the silver jubilee: the exterior of the church was 
improved by the erection of a belfry to house the church bell; the interior walls were rebuilt; 
the altars, statues, windows and church vessels were renovated; and oil painting of Our Lady 
of Częstochowa, a true copy from the Miraculous Shrine in Poland, was imported; the school 
was repaired; the parish grounds improved. The portrait can be seen over the main altar of 
the new church.

 1940
Soon after the silver jubilee of the parish, World War II broke out and many young men were 
drafted or joined the Armed Forces to defend the honor of our country. Several of the young 
men gave up their lives or were wounded on the battlefields.

 1947
Parishioners were called upon and committees were organized in anticipation of building a new 
church in the near future. The various committees worked very hard in planning dances, bazaars 
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and raffles to raise funds to start a building fund. Picnics were held at the Siok grounds off Water 
Street and the Furmaniuk property in Sterling. Bazaars were held on the parish grounds next to 
the church. Also, offerings were taken up at christenings and weddings to help build up the fund.

 1948

From donations received, American Bonds were purchased so that we could benefit from the 
interest.

 1950

A committee consisting of two delegates from each existing church society and organization 
was formed to work toward building a new church.

 1952

Because of poor health, Father Oszajca was forced to leave the parish to recuperate and get 
more rest. Father Alexander Struczko replaced Father Oszajca as administrator of the parish. 
During his energetic administration the rectory was restored and the school building repaired.

 1955

At this time Father Alexander Struczko was appointed pastor in West Warren, Mass. He was 
replaced by Father Joseph Niedzwieczki. In the meantime, Father John Oszajca resigned and 
Father Niedzwiecki took over the duties of pastor. Through the efforts of the building committee 
and Father Niedzwiecki, the parish changed its status in the diocese. The original parish corpo-
ration was liquidated and a new diocesan corporation was formed to speed the day so that we 
could build a new church in honor of the Blessed Mother. This all took place in the beginning 
of the year 1959.

 1959

On October 30, 1959 Father Niedzwiecki left the parish and was replaced by Father Peter 
Samorajski. Due to Father Samorajski's endeavor and the help of the parishioners, the ground 
was prepared for the new church.

 1961

April 15 became a most glorious day—the parishioners had waited almost thirty-one (31) years 
to build a new church.

 1962

The new church was completed and officially blessed on December 16, 1962 by his Excellency 
Bishop Bernard J. Flanagan and the assistance of many Polish clergy from the Worcester and 
Springfield dioceses. This was a time of triumph and great satisfaction; a joyous time not only 
for the Clinton community but for the entire diocese.
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Through the endeavors of our deceased pastor, Father Peter Samorajski, and his assistant at 
that time, Father Joseph Szwach, and many of our parishioners, the old church was restored to 
a lovely parish hall where many of our youth can be entertained on their own parish grounds. 
The parishioners and parish organizations have a place to meet and discuss matters of the 
past, present and future.

 1963

In May Father Peter Samorajski left for Poland in order to celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa on Jasna Gora thanking Her for the guidance She 
extended in building the new church and for the care and protection She gave to us.

In November a home and land were purchased from the Carbone family on Burditt Hill. This 
property was bought in order that someday a convent could be provided for the Felician Sisters 
since they were still living on the second floor of the parish school.

 1964

Let us all thank God for our past graces and favors. All together let us join hands and continue 
to work for the glory of God, Our Lady of Jasna Gora, and the good of our parish in Clinton, 
Massachusetts.

 1973

Father Peter Samorajski served as pastor of Our Lady of Jasna Gora Parish from 1959 to 1973. 
It was under his leadership that our new church was built. On March 9, 1973 the parish, as well 
as the community, was shocked by the untimely death of our pastor, Father Peter Samorajski. 
Father Rayner Ziemski, a Franciscan priest, was assigned as temporary administrator of the 
parish.

On June 6, 1973, Father Joseph Szwach was named pastor of Our Lady of Jasna Gora Par-
ish. Father Szwach worked diligently and earnestly so that the debt on the church could be  
liquidated.

1978

A new roof was put on the church because the old roof was leaking and doing damage to the 
interior. With a twenty year guarantee on the new roof the cost was $18,000.

1980

Our beloved pastor Father Joseph Szwach celebrated his silver anniversary of priesthood. His 
Excellency Bishop Bernard J. Flanagan concelebrated Mass with Father Szwach which was largely 
attended by clergy, family, parishioners and friends. A reception followed at the parish hall.
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 1982

Another important day took place this year with the burning of the mortgage. His Excellency 
Bishop Bernard J. Flanagan was principle celebrant at a Concelebrated Mass assisted by many 
of the clergy who formerly served in the parish. A dinner followed in the parish social center 
which was largely attended by parishioners, priests and dignitaries. Indeed, it was a very joy-
ous occasion.

 1985

The interior of the church was redecorated. The walls were painted a pale blue. A new carillon 
was purchased and installed.

 1986

The old Hammond organ gave out so it was time to replace it with a new Saville organ with 
the cost of approximately $20,000.

 1987

A new sound system was installed in the church. This was needed for the worshiping people 
so that the Word of God could be clearly understood.

 1988

On August 28, 1988, Our Lady of Jasna Gora Parish celebrated its Diamond Jubilee—seventy- 
five years of its founding. The interior of the church painted and carpeting was installed. New 
windows were installed in the school, social center and rectory. The rectory was also vinyl 
sided. All parish properties were now in excellent condition.


