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 Prologue

Most Americans would find it very difficult to believe that there were Poles among the first 
colonists of the New World, more than a decade before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, Massa-
chusetts — or that Poles were the first industrialists here and the first group to strike for suffrage.

But research indicates there is evidence to support these statements. The London Company, 
which sponsored Captain James Smith in founding the first colony at Jamestown in 1607, em-
ployed Polish artisans and craftsmen to join Captain Smith's foundering colony in 1608. That first 
winter in the New World had been a very difficult one — weather, isolation, the long distance 
from the mother country, had all compounded the problems of establishing a permanent base 
for the discouraged colonists.

The infusion of Polish skills into the impoverished economy did much to restore order to the 
settlement, enabling Captain Smith to deal successfully with the morale of his men and nego-
tiate with the Indians.

Within three months of the arrival of these hard-working skilled craftsmen, a ship had been 
loaded with America's first manufactured exports — lumber, clapboards, barrels of pitch and 
tar, glass bottles, jars, dishes, and beads.

Later, in writing about the colonists and the early days of setting up the colony, Captain Smith 
said, "They never did know what a day's work was, except for the Poles."

Included in this group were Michael Lowicki, an industry and business organizer; Zbigniew Ste-
fanski, a glass production specialist; Jan Mata, a prominent soap producer; Stanislaw Sadowski, 
a lumber and clapboard production organizer; and Jan Bogdan, a pitch and tar and shipbuilding 
expert.

When the colony's first House of Burgesses met at the church in Jamestown in 1619, represen-
tation was granted only to those of English stock. The Poles, knowing well the valuable contri-
butions they had made to the fledgling company, decided to strike. Their written message to 
the Governor and the English colonists declared that they would cease to work "till injustice 
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would be removed."

Governor Yeardley was forced to turn to the Council in London. The official concession was 
recorded in the London Company's Court Book in this manner:

Upon some dispute of the Polonians resident in Virginia, it was now agreed (notwith-
standing any former order to the contrary) that they shalbe enfranchised and made as 
free as any inhabitant there whatsoever; and because their skill in making pitch and tar 
and soap-ashes shall not dye with them, it is agreed that some young men shalbe put unto 
them to learned their skill and knowledge therein for the benefit of the country hereafter.

According to the noted historian Miecislaus Haiman:

This first strike of the Poles in Virginia, not for economical advantages, but for political 
rights, constitutes, indeed, one of the most beautiful pages in the history of Polish immi-
gration in the United States.

 The Polish Way

Poles have always been recognized as champions of liberty and so it is not surprising to see how 
many hurried from their homeland to aid the American colonists in their fight for independence. 
No less heroes than those famous and fascinating men, Thaddeus Kosciuszko and Casimir Pu-
laski, were at least a thousand others of Polish descent who served in the Revolutionary army.

The American Polish Civil War Centennial Committee published information on several thousand 
Poles who were engaged in that conflict — on both sides. Polish-Americans in service during 
World War I numbered three hundred thousand, and in World War II, almost three times that 
number. This great spirit of patriotism, according to John Cogley in his book Catholic America, 
was inbred:

Catholics in Poland have traditionally made a strong identification between their religion 
and the mother country. Other nations have had equally strong links between Church 
and state but probably nowhere else in the world-wide Church is there a more patriotic 
Catholicism or a more Catholic patriotism, a tradition which is almost as venerable as the 
thousand-year-old history of the nation. It was solidly implanted in America and has been 
sustained primarily by the national parishes which still exist wherever Poles are numerous.

Though fiercely patriotic for their adopted land as well as "the old country," Poles did not readily 
integrate into America's political and social life. This can be explained by these passages from 
the Catholic Encyclopedia:

As unskilled immigrants, the Poles were at first largely engaged in factory work, agriculture, 
and domestic service, but gradually they developed skills and were found increasingly in 
the professions, in science, and among the intellectual class. The Poles who arrived before 
the mass immigration were thoroughly assimilated, and the same was true for many of 
the later immigrant Poles. The mass Polish immigrants, however, often segregated them-
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selves in "Polish colonies"; moreover, many of them did not intend to settle in the U.S. 
permanently...

The Church above all exercised a dominant influence in assimilating the Poles by its efforts 
to cushion the shock accompanying the change in the cultural milieu. The parish became 
for the immigrant a center, not only for his religious life, but also for his social, political, and 
economic activities. He learned there the customs of his adopted country, while retaining 
the best of his old traditions.

And John Cogley says:

About one out of every eight American Catholics is of Polish extraction — a large, ex-
traordinarily cohesive group which has jealously operated its own parishes, schools, 
and national societies within the larger diocesan structures .... To maintain this Catholi-
cism-within-Catholicism, American Poles still support seventeen different sisterhoods and 
over twenty religious communities of men who, along with some two thousand diocesan 
priests, operate almost eight hundred parishes, six hundred schools, and more than two 
hundred charitable institutions . . .

The first Polish immigrants in the eighteenth century, few in number, were easily integrated 
into American society, but the later arrivals had to cling together for support. They estab-
lished their own enclaves in the cities and towns where they found jobs as factory hands 
and industrial workers. Wherever they settled, they set up national parishes and parochial 
schools where Polish was the language of instruction and the history of the homeland 
occupied an honored place in the curriculum.

It was just such a dedicated group of Polish- American Catholics who met at the Hotel Vernon 
in Worcester, Massachusetts, on May 23, 1902, to "constitute a corporation under the name 
of The Polish Roman Catholic Congregation of Our Lady of Częstochowa."

 Worcester 's Poles

According to a written report by Polish pioneer Jan Lemański, the first of his countrymen to 
settle in Worcester were Teofil Galaska and Michael Macko, who arrived about 1885. Like their 
seventeenth-century predecessors of Jamestown, they were hard workers. During the summer 
they labored in open brick kilns on the outskirts of the city. In winter they earned their living by 
chopping wood in what was then called the "deep forest." Today this area is known as Cherry 
Valley.

In 1890 the families of Kazimierz Sokołowski and Jan Nowakowski settled in Worcester. In this 
decade the names of the families of Reglinski, Krawczyk, Krzywinski, Sulkoski, Czechowicz, Jar-
zobski, Bojanowski, Czerwiński, appear on the city and county records, as having established 
permanent residences in Worcester.

There was no Polish church in town where the faithful could be baptized or married in their 
own tongue and so they would travel to Webster to receive these holy sacraments. At other 
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times, they attended Mass at St. John's Church on Temple Street. Records indicate there were 
Poles as parishioners there in 1890. Soon after, most of the Poles transferred their attendance 
to Notre Dame Church, then on Park Street (now known as Franklin Street) at the corner of 
Portland Street where the Bancroft Hotel stood. Later, they also attended St. Anthony's Church, 
a parish which evolved from Notre Dame, and was more convenient for the Polish community.

When a Lithuanian priest, the Reverend Joseph Jakstys, arrived in Worcester in 1894, the two 
ethnic groups agreed to form a joint parish. Their similar customs, traditions, and religious 
convictions would blend within a new house of God to be built on Waverly Street.

Under the patronage of St. Casimir, the church was soon erected and agreements were es-
tablished for the joint custody of its facilities. Masses for the Poles were at 9 a.m. and for the 
Lithuanians at 10:00.

This arrangement worked — though not entirely smoothly — for several years. But both congre-
gations were growing and the church was soon declared "too small." Land was then purchased 
on Providence Street for a new building. Again, many Poles contributed their money and efforts 
to the erection of another house of worship.

They still longed for their own parish, though, with their own treasured traditions and church 
appointments. So, by 1900, when the Polish population had increased to some one hundred 
and fifty families, they decided they could support a church and priest.

Fund raising was undertaken by the community's two organizations — the St. Francis Society, 
founded in 1896, and the St. Michael Society, founded in 1898. With the spiritual assistance of 
their patrons, the societies' members soon brought a new parish one step closer to reality. In 
1901 land was purchased on Richland Street as the site of their future church.

What an exciting evening it was on May 8, 1902, when Our Lady of Czestochowa's founding 
fathers met in the Hotel Vernon to sign those papers and elect their officers! After the session 
was called to order by Kazimierz Sokołowski, a temporary clerk — Joseph Jarzobski — was unan-
imously elected and sworn in by the Justice of the Peace, Joseph P. Morrissey. Chosen by ballot 
to serve as chairman was Mr. Sokołowski. Ten bylaws were then unanimously adopted. Elected 
trustees, along with Mr. Sokołowski and Mr. Jarzobski, were Joseph Reglinski, Piotr Popko, and 
Frank Kuraś. Mr. Reglinski was also elected treasurer.

 Our Own Parish At Last!

The Most Reverend Thomas D. Beaven, second bishop of the Diocese of Springfield, agreed to 
find a Polish-speaking priest for the new Polish Roman Catholic Congregation of Our Lady of 
Czestochowa and the corporation agreed to transfer its property deeds to the diocese when 
this had been accomplished.

The Reverend Jan Z. Moneta, a professor at the Polish Seminary at Orchard Lake, Michigan, 
arrived in Worcester on September 1, 1903, to serve as the first resident pastor of its Polish 
population. He conducted his first services at Notre Dame Church in Salem Square, where many 
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of the Poles had been worshipping.

Soon after the 1904 transfer of property title to the diocese, the building fund campaign 
escalated and plans were finalized. A Polish builder, Joseph Reglinski, designed much of the 
church architecture and hoped to win the construction contract, but because he did not meet 
all of the diocesan criteria, it was awarded to McDermott Brothers.

In 1905, construction began on the church and rectory. On the Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, August 15, 1906, the happy parishioners flocked to their new temple of 
worship, already popularly known as "St. Mary's," to join their pastor in a Mass of Thanksgiving.

A few months later, the Evening Gazette was able to report on the Thanksgiving dedication 
of St. Mary's Church:

St. Mary's Polish Catholic Church on Richland Street was dedicated with impressive 
services yesterday by Bishop Thomas D. Beaven of the Springfield Diocese. It was a gala 
day for the Polish Catholics of the city and nearby towns, and the 750 seats in the church 
were taken by members of the church long before the time set for the services.

A street parade, in which two large local independent Polish military companies and 
the Polish military company of Ware took part, preceded the dedication exercises. The 
Worcester Polish Catholic Band of 22 pieces headed the line. The line of March was from 
Salem Square to Park Street to Main to Franklin Square to Elm Street to Front to Trumbull 
to Green to Millbury to Richland Street, where the line was drawn up in double column 
in front of the church.

At 10:30 o'clock the bishop, with the assistance of a number of clergymen and altar boys, 
marched about the church, inside and out, blessing the structure with holy water. At 
the conclusion of this service, a Solemn High Mass was begun at 11 :30. The officers of 
the Mass were: celebrant, Rev. Fr. Francis Chalupka of Webster; deacon, Rev. Fr. Lucyan 
Bojnowski of New Britain, Connecticut; sub-deacon, Rev. Fr. A. Duczmal of Providence; 
master of ceremonies, Rev. Fr. T. S. Donoghue of Sacred Heart Church, this city. The ser-
mon was preached by Rev. Peter Basiunski of Fall River.

During the Mass Bishop Beaven occupied a throne that was erected on the epistle side 
of the altar beneath a canopy of purple and white. During the service he was attended 
by Rev. Daniel H. O'Neil, pastor of St. Peter's Church, and Rev. Robert Walsh, pastor of 
Immaculate Conception Church, as deacons of honor.

The following priests were seated in the sanctuary throughout the Mass: Monsignor 
Thomas Griffin, Rev. W. H. Goggin, pastor of St. Paul's Church; Rev. M. F. Kopytkiewicz of 
Adams; Rev. Dennis Mullins of Southbridge; Rev. John Wejrzynowski of this city; Rev. Thom-
as Morye of Woonsocket; Rev. P. F Hafey of Oxford; and Rev. L. Kielbasinski of Webster...

Rev. John Moneta, the pastor of the church, entertained the guests of the occasion in 
the church presbytery, which is adjacent to the church.
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Bishop Beaven also led the parish's other ceremonies that memorable day. After the Mass, he 
blessed a beautiful bell that had been presented to the church by a group of parishioners and 
which would be lifted to the steeple the following week.

In the afternoon, solemn benediction of the Blessed Sacrament was held in the main church, 
with Bishop Beaven officiating. The Reverend Francis Wegrzynowski, cousin of Father Moneta, 
was master of ceremonies at the five o'clock vespers service.

 Progress — And Sadness

A handsome young man with laughing eyes, Father Moneta was a constant source of inspiration 
to his devoted flock. His work with them answered not only their spiritual needs, but their social 
and economic concerns as well.

The Rosary Society was founded in October of 1906; the Children of Mary was established in 
1907; and the Choir of St. Cecilia, originally organized in 1903, was expanded to become an 
important part of parish devotions. Father Moneta was also instrumental in the establishment 
of chapters of the

Polish Roman Catholic Union and the Polish National Alliance No. 758. He encouraged the or-
ganization, in 1906, of a Polish Political Club to help his people to attain citizenship and become 
active in politics.

Through his efforts and the self-sacrifice of this Christian community, by the time of the church 
dedication a debt of $54,000 had been reduced to $36,500. In addition to house-to-house so-
licitations, fairs, socials, and picnics, fund-raising endeavors included theatricals of traditional 
holiday plays which were held at Father Matthew's Hall, at the corner of Green and Harrison 
Streets. Those were good times — times of building and growing together, looking forward to 
the future.

But it was not to last. A story in the July 15, 1907 edition of the Worcester Evening Gazette, 
excerpted here, gave some inkling of the despair of the good people of St. Mary's on that sad 
Monday:

Reverend John Z. Moneta, pastor of St. Mary's Polish Catholic Church on Richland Street 
and the first resident pastor of the representatives of that nationality in Worcester, died 
this morning at the parochial residence after a lingering illness with cancer…

His death has been expected daily for several weeks but when it became known that their 
beloved pastor had finally answered the last call, there was gloom among the Polish people 
of Worcester because Father Moneta had been their leader in all things, temporal as well 
as spiritual, since he came to this city…

…their church was dedicated with impressive services on Thanksgiving day last year.

Soon after the completion of this work. Father Moneta's health began to fail, and last 
February his condition became alarming. He had to give up practically all his work as pas-
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tor and he has travelled far in quest of health. The nature of his malady gave no hope for 
his ultimate recovery and he asked to be brought home that he might die among his own 
people. Since he reached Worcester from West Baden, he and his friends have been waiting 
for the end, he with a fortitude that was unusual when the nature of his disease is known.

Father Moneta was just forty-four years old.

 A Dream Comes True

The Reverend Peter C. Reding, formerly of Washington, D.C., and Maryland, was transferred from 
Northampton, Massachusetts, to assume the pastoral reins of St. Mary's. Like Father Moneta, 
he believed deeply in the need to preserve the great cultural heritage of his Polish flock and 
worked diligently toward that end.

In 1910, he encouraged the establishment of the Confraternity of the Apostleship of Prayer, 
forerunner of the Sacred Heart Society. He initiated religious instruction classes, held in a small 
building behind the rectory. Later, this structure would house choir rehearsals and society meet-
ings. And throughout his pastorate he planned his dream — a parish school.

When the building committee had been seeking a church site, they were offered land owned 
by George Crompton which was located across from what is now Crompton Park on Quinsig-
amond Avenue. Here is where Father Reding hoped to build a school where parish children 
could develop not only a deep and abiding Catholic faith, but the love of old country values and 
traditions, and devotion and patriotism for their chosen homeland.

Financial problems held back the realization of his cherished vision, however, and he did not 
live to see it. Father Reding's health was not good, but his death, on November 5, 1911, came 
unexpectedly. Again, St. Mary's Parish was bereaved.

A third pastor, the Reverend Joseph Tomikowski, had a brief tenure in Worcester, being transferred 
to Indian Orchard on May 3, 1913. On this same day, the Reverend Boleslaw A. Bojanowski came 
to St. Mary's. A year later, construction of a parish school was underway. In the meantime, classes 
in Polish history and language were added to the Saturday morning religious school curriculum.

Fascinated with politics, this energetic priest who had arrived at these shores from Poland only 
six years before coming to St. Mary's pastorate was a great champion of Polish interests. He 
would call mass meetings and would encourage the people to vote and discuss relevant issues. 
He involved himself with community affairs. As was true of most Polish-American priests, he 
assumed almost total control of the Polish community and was looked upon as its leader and 
spokesman. Himself a scholar, he was concerned for the education of the Polish children.

Father Bojanowski saw a parish school as not only a place of learning, but as an instrument 
of family harmony, acquainting children with their parents' religion, language, traditions, and 
national history. This had been the ambition of his predecessors and now was his top priority.
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The timing was right, too, because Polish immigration had greatly escalated in the previous 
decade and, in fact, had reached its peak just when Father Bojanowski came to St. Mary's. In 
that year alone, more than 174,000 Polish immigrants came to the United States. Many of them 
joined their established kinfolk in Worcester.

As the first step in the school building project, the previously acquired land, which had been 
donated by the Crompton family during Father Reding's tenure, was sold. It had been serving 
as a mini-farm for parishioners. Three choice parcels were bought on Richland Street to better 
accommodate the total parish plant, and construction commenced on May 11, 1914.

The school opened officially on September 5, 1915, under the devoted tutelage of the Sisters of 
the Holy Family of Nazareth. The first commencement was held on June 16, 1918. One of those 
nine graduates — Helen Lewiński — still goes to classes here. She teaches Latin at St. Mary's 
High School.

 Crowning The Dream-Come-True

A history of Poland in Compton's Encyclopedia states:

Night fell on Poland in the 19th century and again in the 20th when it was blotted out from 
the map of Europe. Its foreign rulers tried to stamp out Polish patriotism and culture. But 
the people of the captive state clung tenaciously to their traditions and kept alive their 
faith in a free Poland. Zealous in their religion, they continued their devotions in the great 
cathedrals and wooden churches that covered the land.

Whether free or under alien rule, Poland has contributed to the world many great men and 
women. To science she gave Copernicus, the astronomer, and Marie Curie, the discoverer 
of radium. To the cause of freedom she lent John Sobieski, who battled against the Turks 
at Vienna in 1683, and Kosciuszko and Pulaski, who enlisted in the American struggle for 
independence. To music she added the names of the composer Chopin, the pianist Pad-
erewski, the singer Sembrich, and to the stage, Modjeska. To literature she contributed one 
of the greatest of Slav lyric poets, Mickiewicz; the novelist Sienkiwicz; and Korzeniowski, 
who, under the pen name of Joseph Conrad, became one of the master storytellers in the 
English language.

This blend of zealous religious faith, fierce patriotism, and devotion to scholarly achievement, 
brought to America by Polish immigrants, lives on in their descendants today. And so the stress 
on education was second nature to the people of St. Mary's.

Worcester's Polish community had grown in size (records show a population of seventy-two 
hundred Poles at that time) and in economic strength. Their ambition and industriousness had 
boosted them from menial positions and their income had risen accordingly. This fact, together 
with their strong desire to support their very special school, made fund raising a great deal easier 
than it once had been. They were able and willing to respond generously when more money 
was needed to expand the educational facilities.
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School enrollment grew by leaps and bounds. On May 19, 1919, more land was purchased. The 
next year a new wing was opened to help accommodate about fourteen hundred students. Still 
another section was added to the school in 1926. Completed in June of that year, it housed 
eight classrooms, an auditorium dedicated to Thaddeus Kosciuszko, a gymnasium, cafeteria, 
and meeting rooms.

The crowning achievement was St. Mary's High School, opened in September of 1936. Its first 
class was graduated in 1940.

 The Unique Flavor of A Polish Parish

On December 19, 1934, Reverend Boleslaw A. Bojanowski, in recognition for his diligent work 
at St. Mary's Parish was honored by His Holiness Pope Pius XI and elevated to the honor of 
Domestic Prelate. The official investiture took place at the parish church on February 24, 1935, 
in the presence of Most Reverend Thomas M. O'Leary, Bishop of Springfield.

Monsignor Bojanowski was always concerned with the strengthening of faith and Polish ideals 
in his parishioners. He was the founder of many spiritual and cultural organizations, laboring 
tirelessly so that his flock could advance. During his pastorate, the parish's societies grew in 
number from seven to twenty-one. Two that had been established even before his arrival deserve 
special mention for the beautiful memories they revive. This account, written by parishioner 
Mrs. John Siarkiewicz, was published in The Catholic Free Press on November 6, 1953:

No history of St. Mary's Parish would be complete without mention of the St. Francis of Assisi 
and St. Michael the Archangel Societies. The former was organized and incorporated as a 
benefit society in 1896, seven years before the founding of the parish, with a membership 
of twenty-eight. The organization became affiliated with the parish in 1903. St. Michael's 
was organized in 1898. Each society gave to the parish a gift of a statue of its patron saint, 
and these figures are at the side altars in the church. These groups, together with other 
church societies, generously donated funds for the building of the church and the school.

Early settlers in Worcester, particularly in the "Island District," will recall the colorful pa-
rades sparked by brass bands and the striking military uniforms worn by the members of 
the Pulaski Guards, St. Michael's society members, and the "Krakusy" (Cracow Guards), 
St. Frances Society members.

The Cracow Guards were garbed in grey trousers with a darker grey blouse trimmed with 
red braid, white-fringed epaulets and red-and- white fourragere. Their white belts had a 
buckle on which was an emblem of the Polish eagle. Their hats were four-cornered, grey, 
with a flat red top. The head band was edged with white fur and peacock feathers were 
attached to the side. These were similar to hats worn by their illustrious patriot, Kosciusz-
ko. Officers wore darker grey uniforms, trimmed with gold braid, gold epaulets and gold 
foragers. Sabers completed the ensemble.

The Pulaski Guards wore uniforms of dark blue trimmed with red braid. Their hats were 



10

of the helmet type with a wide visor. A huge tassel swung from a raised metal ball in the 
center and the front of the hat had a large emblem of the Polish eagle. They also carried 
swords.

These two units, many of whose members had seen enforced military service under their 
oppressors in Poland, drilled regularly and paraded on special occasions. It was their cus-
tom also to escort the funeral cortege of a deceased member to the cemetery. Many of 
the members harbored the hope that they might return to Poland and be privileged to 
fight for the freedom of their homeland.

However, as they became American citizens the uniforms were discarded, and gradually 
the parades were discontinued.

The St. Francis Society still exists. Among its members are sons of some of its incorporators. 
The Pulaski Guards have disbanded.

Monsignor Bojanowski's reputation for defending the causes of the church and Poland was 
well-known at home and abroad. Because of this he was held in high esteem not only by his 
own people but by all political and cultural leaders. There were many prominent visitors at 
the parish rectory and among these were the great master musician and statesman, Ignacy 
Jan Paderewski, a personal friend of the pastor; General Jozef Haller, the famous underground 
Polish hero of World War II; General Thaddeus Bor-Komorowski; and that last Prime Minister 
of Poland in 1939, Stanislaw Mikolajczyk. One of the most outstanding American visitors was 
Harry S. Truman.

 Celebrations — Social And Spiritual

January 14, 1950, saw the erection of a new diocese in Massachusetts — the Diocese of Worces-
ter (Dioecesis Wigorniensis) — and the appointment of the Most Reverend John J. Wright, D.D., 
as its first bishop. The new See included many national parishes — sixteen French, six Polish, 
four Italian, three Lithuanian, one Syrian, and one Slovakian. In the years since then, their par-
ticipation in a number of diocesan organizations has drawn these people closer together, but 
each group has steadfastly clung to its individual customs within its own church home.

In 1950, almost half of Worcester County's population was Catholic and the percentage was 
growing rapidly. Within the diocese's first decade, many large parishes were divided and thirty 
new ones were formed.

This was a fine decade for St. Mary's Parish, too, starting with the 1950 celebration of the 
thirty-fifth anniversary of St. Mary's School (and the burning of its mortgage) as well as the 
commemoration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth, 
dedicated teachers of its students.

It was on this occasion that Bishop Wright paid his first official visit to the parish. At the reception 
accorded him that December day, he declared that the legal title of Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Parish should be restored because it expressed more accurately the religious and cultural roots 
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of the Poles in Worcester. The bishop further recommended that the parochial schools continue 
to be called "St. Mary's."

Another banner year was 1953. Celebrations in the parish, which now numbered 7,371 mem-
bers, began on May 3rd when Monsignor Bojanowski completed his fortieth year as Our Lady 
of Czestochowa's pastor. On May 24th he was honored again on the occasion of the fiftieth 
anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood.

In November, a week-long observance marked Our Lady of Czestochowa's Golden Jubilee. It 
started on Sunday the 8th, with solemn ceremonies at the graves of the parish's first two pas-
tors and closed with a Pontifical Mass celebrated by Bishop Wright on the following Sunday. (A 
school holiday was declared on Monday, by the bishop's decree.)

The sermon on this occasion was preached by the Reverend John F. Mieczkowski, then pastor of 
Christ the King Church in Ludlow. He reviewed briefly the history of the parish, and paid tribute 
to Monsignor Bojanowski for his faithful and devoted guidance in the forty years of his pastor-
ate. Father Mieczkowski was the first parish son to enter the priesthood. Other priests serving 
as officers of the Mass were also natives of Our Lady of Czestochowa, with the exception of the 
Reverend Ladislaus J. Radzik, the pastor of St. Joseph's Church in Gardner.

Father Radzik, however, had been a curate here for twelve years under Monsignor Bojanowski. 
The other officers were Right Reverend Monsignor Sigmund Charewicz of Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
assistant priest; Father Radzik and Reverend Bronislaus Mysliwiec of Texas, deacons of honor; 
Reverend Edward P. Gicewicz, C.M., of Erie, Pennsylvania, deacon of the Mass; Reverend Aloysius 
Budnik of St. John Kanty Parish, Northampton, subdeacon; Reverend Chester J. Janczukowicz 
of St. Mary's, Uxbridge, a master of ceremonies; Reverend Eugene Ozimek of St. Stanislaus 
Parish, Adams, thurifer; Reverend Ladislaus Siemaszko of St. Mary's Parish, Indian Orchard, and 
Reverend Sigmund Kwiatkowski of Christ the King Parish, Ludlow, acolytes.

The St. Cecilia Choir, under the direction of organist Adolf Musiol, sang the Jubilee Mass in D 
by Walenty Bonk. Guest soloist was baritone Paul Prokopieni of New York City. The beautifully 
redecorated church was filled to overflowing.

That night, more than six hundred parishioners and clergy honored Monsignor Bojanowski at 
a banquet in the school hall. It was a triple celebration for him: his seventy-eighth birthday, his 
fiftieth year as a priest, and his fortieth year as pastor to this devoted flock. He was given an 
engraved gold chalice and $12,000 to pay for the church renovation that had been completed 
just the week before. Making the presentation was Joseph Samko, a parish founder and the 
oldest usher.

An additional honor accorded the beloved monsignor — whom Bishop Wright called "a man of 
proud bearing, level eye, firm hand, clear mind, and stout heart" — was the dedication to him 
of a four- bed room in the newly built St. Vincent Hospital, located on Vernon Hill, overlooking 
the parish. A plaque displayed in the room declares that this gift was "given by his people on 
the occasion of the golden jubilee of his ordination to the priesthood."
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An interesting sidelight to the celebration was a report in The Gazette written by Edmund Vaskas, 
in which he told of Bishop Wright's address to the people of Our Lady of Czestochowa:

The bishop said that when he was in Rome as vice-rector of the American College, he vis-
ited a chapel in the Vatican which was dedicated to Our Lady of Czestochowa and learned 
about the saint.

The chapel was built by the late Pope Pius XI. During World War I and shortly after, he was 
papal nuncio to the Polish government and he learned of the significance of the patron 
saint of Poland.

The most famous of Polish shrines dedicated to the Mother of God is in the city of Czesto-
chowa, Poland, and was once reputed to be the richest sanctuary in the world.

A picture painted on cypress wood set up there was publicly venerated by thousands each 
year. A copy was set up in a chapel of St. Roch's Church in Paris, France. The original was 
stolen, desecrated, and broken in three pieces by the Hussites in 1430.

Bishop Wright was presented a three- dimensional portrait of Our Lady of Czestochowa 
at the recent rededication of St. Stanislaus Church in West Warren. It is hand-carved, of 
California redwood, and adorned with pearls, rhinestones, and rubies, and hangs in the 
vestibule of St. Paul's Cathedral.

It was done by Reverend Charles J. Chwałek, pastor of the West Warren parish, and is an 
exact reproduction of the original, which, for years, during the fourth century, was held in 
custody of the Pauline monks in a Pauline monastery in the city of Czestochowa.

The Paulines came to Poland from Hungary in 1382, and set up a monastery at Czestochowa. 
The picture of the Blessed Virgin there, said to be the work of the Evangelist St. Luke, at 
once became famous because of numerous miracles, so that Czestochowa surpassed all 
other places of pilgrimage in Poland.

As a result, the monastery became very wealthy. In 1430 it was attacked by the Hussites, 
and the portrait stolen.

There are two paintings of the Polish saint in the redecorated Worcester church (Our Lady 
of Czestochowa). One is in a small chapel on the Gospel side of the altar, and the other, a 
new one, has been painted in the dome over the main altar. Four other paintings surround 
it and picture angels in adoration.

Bishop Wright, who referred to Monsignor Bojanowski as the "Patriarch of the Polish people here 
in Worcester," also expressed his "admiration for the beauty with which the church has been 
adorned and redecorated in order to better observe the golden jubilee of the parish. That it is 
so beautifully done is due only to the pastor and the priests and the extraordinary generosity 
of the parishioners—those who contributed in the past as well as those who have given now."
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Bishop Wright concluded his remarks by stating he hoped the generations to come would con-
tinue to follow in the footsteps of the founders of the parish, with the same piety and devotion 
to God, and that Our Lady of Czestochowa would continue to bless them and fulfill all their 
hopes and aspirations.

 Up And Down — And Up Again

Due to the ill health of Monsignor Bojanowski, Bishop Wright appointed the Reverend Stanislaus 
J. Kubik as administrator of the parish in November of 1954. This was also the year in which 
the Reverend Chester J. Janczukowicz, who soon became known as "Father Chet," came to Our 
Lady of Czestochowa as a curate.

Reverend Charles J. Chwalek became the parish's fifth pastor in 1956. Opp. page: These be-
fore-and-after pictures attest to the change in appearance of the parish plant with the coming 
of the Worcester Expressway in the late 1950's

On February 10, 1956, Father Chwalek was transferred from his pastorate in West Warren to 
succeed Monsignor Bojanowski, whose formal resignation was then announced by Bishop Wright. 
Monsignor Bojanowski died in retirement at the Providence Nursing Home on June 9, 1964.

Father Chwalek was ordained a priest on June 15, 1935, and served as an associate pastor at 
St. Joseph's in Webster from 1935 to 1952. He was then named pastor of St. Stanislaus in West 
Warren, and served there until his appointment to Our Lady of Czestochowa.

Father Chwalek continued the work of his predecessor by renovating — indeed, rebuilding — the 
parish complex. The rectory annexed two offices, a waiting room, and a sun parlor. The convent 
gained a first floor extension that provided a modern kitchen, a new chapel, a more spacious 
dining room, a recreation room, and an enclosed porch.

In the school, two storage rooms were turned into meeting halls. The Booster Club financed the 
conversion of an old club room into an impressive laboratory for the science and commercial 
departments. The first floor corridors and class¬rooms were tiled; the stage in the auditorium 
was enlarged; and a new floor and bleachers were installed in the gymnasium.

Then three semi-disasters occurred. First, the Worcester Expressway forced the relocation of 
the rectory from 15 Richland Street to the corner of Ward and Taylor Streets. Then, a fire in the 
wee hours of Saturday, October 3, 1959, destroyed the high school stairwell and four second 
floor class¬rooms. What was not taken by flames was damaged by smoke and water.

Fire Chief Herbert Travers congratulated the parish and the nuns for the "good housekeeping" 
which preserved the school from total destruction. According to The Catholic Free Press:

The chief observed that when the fire broke out, about 1:30 a.m. Saturday, all fire doors 
were closed. As a result, he said, firefighters had time to confine the blaze to the stairwell 
in which it began. If even one door had been opened, the chief said, the draft might have 
allowed the flames to spread throughout the Richland Street building.
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"The fire completely engulfed the stair shaft, and would have communicated itself to all 
parts of the building through the openings connected by fire doors," the chief said, "had 
those doors not been closed when classes let out for the weekend Friday afternoon."

After a week of clean-up operations, rebuilding began. Then, on November 21st, a second fire 
damaged the elementary wing of the school. Undaunted, Father Chwalek directed a new start.

But school renovations were only the beginning. The church building's foundation was strength-
ened and a beautiful addition increased its size by a third, bringing seating capacity from 750 to 
1,100. A much-needed paved lot increased the parking facilities. At the same time, the lower 
part of the church was excavated and a meeting room plus a modern cafeteria for the school 
children were installed.

Father Chwalek's artistic talent was given free rein in the creation of Częstochowa Square. The 
beautiful grotto-style shrine he designed is a favorite gathering place for parishioners' medi-
tation and devotions.

 A Great Tradition Lives On

In the meantime, another exciting celebration had brought recognition to the contributions of 
America's first Polish immigrants. Under the sponsorship of Our Lady of Czestochowa's Parish 
Gmina, the month of October, 1958, was dedicated to the 350th anniversary of the arrival of 
the first Poles in Jamestown.

An "open house" on Sunday, October 5th, from 3 to 8 p.m. included a visit to the elementary 
and high schools, a reception by the Holy Rosary Society and an exhibit of historical paintings 
in the Kosciuszko Auditorium, parent-teacher consultations, dedication of the library to Mon-
signor Bojanowski, and the formal opening of the "St. Mary's Boosters Science Laboratory."

The following Sunday afternoon saw an open house at all city clubs. A dazzling 2 p.m. floor 
gymnastics performance at the White Eagle Club on Green Street was executed by the combined 
troop of New England Polish Falcons under the auspices of the local Nest.

That evening, the public was invited to a special program in the Kosciuszko Auditorium to hon-
or St. Mary's faithful teachers, the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth. This occasion was 
sponsored by the Central Committee of the Z.P.R.K. of Worcester.

The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth (CSFN) is a religious community, founded in Rome 
in 1875 by the Polish-born Mary Frances of Jesus the Good Shepherd (Frances Siedliska, 1842-
1902). Although she came from a well-to-do family, her desire was always to devote herself to 
the cloistered life of a nun. She finally realized this ambition at the age of thirty, when she made 
her profession. A year later, she and four companions were given the blessings of Pope Pius 
IX to establish the Sisters of Loretto. In 1879, this name was exchanged for their present title.

From Rome, the Sisters' work spread quickly to Poland, the United States, France, England, and 
later to Puerto Rico, Australia, and Peru.
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The Holy Family Sisters are noted for their fine work with youngsters of all ages and needs. Their 
devotion to the education of St. Mary's children has always been appreciated by Worcester's 
Polish community and so it was a special joy to honor them on this auspicious occasion. Their 
contributions have not been less than those of America's first Polish immigrants.

The third week of the celebration was set apart for religious observances and began with 
forty-hour devotions honoring our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar in thanksgiving 
for blessings and graces received. On Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, High Masses were cele-
brated at 8 a.m. followed by adoration all day until the evening services at 7:15. Sermons were 
preached by the Reverend William Maciaszek, chaplain at the Polish school, "Częstochowa," 
and the orphanage at Hyde Park.

The grand finale was a banquet in the Kosciuszko Auditorium on the evening of October 26th. 
It was followed by both Polish and English speakers from the Polish Institute of New York City. 
Colonel Joseph Targoński Benedict, president of the First Federal Bank, served as master of 
ceremonies.

An interesting historical booklet was published by Our Lady of Częstochowa Parish on this mem-
orable occasion, telling in depth of the many contributions of Poles to their chosen homeland of 
America. Appropriately, a page in the book was dedicated to St. Mary's High School. Certainly 
the achievements of its students, its graduates, and its dedicated staff of teaching Sisters de-
serve recognition also.

Serving the people of seven Polish parishes of the Worcester Diocese, St. Mary's has built an 
enviable reputation for academic, as well as athletic, excellence. As the only coeducational 
school for Polish-American young people in all of New England, its goal is to give the coming 
generation a revitalized modern world understanding of that symbolic hyphen which connects 
their Polish origin with the American way of life they are to lead. This cultural background is 
shown to be an opportunity of existing possibilities, actually a bridge to new and rewarding 
discoveries. That it has succeeded in this mission is evident.

Almost all of St. Mary's graduates go on to college. And the quality of their education here has 
granted them immediate admission to any school of their choice.

Extracurricular activities are important to the development of well-rounded individuals, and 
the Polish-Americans of Worcester spare nothing to also provide a full program of sports for 
their children. Over one hundred first-place trophies brighten a display case in the school, in 
addition to the hundreds of others for seconds and thirds. Of particular note is the New England 
Secondary School Principals Association Basketball Championship won in 1964, a unique honor 
that had never before been realized by a high school team from the city of Worcester.

And 1964 brought another award to the students of St. Mary's, thanks to the dedicated efforts 
of Father Chwalek and the financial sacrifices of parishioners and parents. A new high school 
building was completed and dedicated that year.
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Four years earlier, on June 12, 1960, Father Chwalek had celebrated his twenty-fifth anni-
versary in the priesthood. His many accomplishments over that quarter-century period had 
been recognized on January 27, 1961, when it was announced that Father Chwalek had been 
designated Domestic Prelate with the rank of Monsignor. An investiture ceremony was held in 
St. Paul's Cathedral, Worcester, March 19, 1961, with the Most Reverend Bernard J. Flanagan, 
D.D., officiating.

These hallmark occasions in Monsignor Chwalek's life were celebrated at banquets well- at-
tended by devoted parishioners.

Monsignor Chwalek continued his success as c school administrator, found time to author 
several books on various subjects, and to promote the Catholic faith and Polish culture. His 
busy life began to take its toll in 1973 when illness forced intermittent stays in the hospital. He 
retired June 15, 1976, to become Pastor Emeritus, retaining his residence in the rectory, and 
also spending time at his family's home in East Brookfield.

A well-deserved tribute was paid him by the parish on October 10, 1976, when he was honored 
at a reception following his participation in rosary devotions. He died a week later on October 
18th of a massive heart attack.

Besides his work at Our Lady of Czestochowa, Monsignor Chwalek was known for his work for 
the liberation of Poland during World War II, and for conducting a radio ministry from 1952 to 
Polish Catholics in the diocese from stations in West Warren Ware, Southbridge, and other areas.

 Welcome Home, Father "Chet"

The Reverend Chester J. Janczukowicz — "Father Chet" — was appointed pastor of Our Lady of 
Czestochowa a month after Monsignor Chwalek's July, 1976, retirement.

Father Janczukowicz, a native son, had first come to Our Lady of Czestochowa in an official capac-
ity in 1954, when he was assigned as curate by Bishop Wright. After twelve years of endearing 
himself to parishioners — especially in his work with the youngsters — he was transferred to 
St. Joseph's Parish in Webster by Bishop Wright's successor, the Most Reverend Bernard J. Fla-
nagan, D.D., J.C.D. While at Our Lady, Father Janczukowicz supervised basketball and baseball 
teams and trained the "Belles" — the varsity cheerleaders. In 1957 he organized the Saturday 
night dances as entertainment for the high school crowd.

In 1960, Father Janczukowicz was presented the "Pro Deo, Pro Juventute" award by the diocesan 
CYC as a formal recognition of his love for and dedication to youth. Father sponsored various 
trips, such as the New York City-Washington, D.C., trips during the summers of 1964 and 1965, 
to show interested teenagers the historical and cultural values of those cities.

On August 27, 1976, Father Janczukowicz was transferred from his pastorate of St. Mary's Church, 
Jefferson, Massachusetts, and became the sixth pastor of Our Lady of Częstochowa Parish. In the 
brief time he has been back, Father Janczukowicz has reorganized St. Mary's High School and 
St. Mary's Elementary School and has begun further improvements to the parish's $5,000,000 
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plant. In preparation for the Diamond Jubilee, the church interior has been redecorated to 
conform with liturgical requirements.

 Parish Update

Our parish population today numbers about two thousand families for a tptal of approximately 
forty-three hundred parishioners.

People make a parish, and in our seventy-five year history, they have responded with the times 
and reflected the changes of the cultural era in which they have lived. They adapted to the Amer-
ican culture, as other minority groups have done, inter-marrying and forming new life styles.

Many of our parishioners participated in the national trend towards moving out of urban central 
areas to the more open spaces afforded by the towns

and communities of the suburbs—a trend that began in the postwar period. But in the 1950's, 
another wave of immigrants came to us from Poland—a wave that has not yet abated. About 
one-third of our parish is represented by this group.

In the 1960's there was Vatican Council II and the sweeping changes in liturgy it brought about. 
It took time to adapt to the new rites, and make the physical changes in the church needed for 
them. But our people responded as they always have- generously and with devotion.

Our busy spiritual life includes six Masses every weekend with two said in the Polish language. 
Our annual calendar includes daily devotions in May, rosary devotions in October, traditional 
Easter and Christmas services, and forty-hours- devotion services for special occasions.

Our elementary school has an enrollment of two hundred and eight students; the high school, 
one hundred and seventy students. The teaching staff numbers fifteen Sisters, eight lay teachers, 
and five part-time lay teachers.

Our parish has prospered well under the patronage of Our Lady of Częstochowa. May she 
continue to bless us and keep us in her care so we may celebrate our centennial with as much 
happiness and pride as we now celebrate our Diamond Jubilee.


