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The Church of Saint Casimir, Roman Catholic, is in origin a "daughter" parish of the Church of 
Saint Stanislaus Kostka. It is still a young parish, opened on Christmas Day, 1905, and celebrating 
its fiftieth anniversary this year, 1955. The location of Saint Casimir's Church, at the corner of 
West Broadway and Ewing Street in Winona is the nearest to the original location of the first 
Catholic Church in the City of Winona. The first church was that of Saint Thomas which was 
built in 1857 on Dakota Street between West Mark and West Belleview Streets, a short distance 
from the present Saint Casimir's.

In 1861 Saint Thomas Church was rebuilt on Center Street. Later three other Catholic churches 
were founded at locations east of Center Street, but none were established west of Center 
Street in Winona until Saint Casimir's in 1905.

The people who founded Saint Casimir's Church were previously members of Saint Stanislaus 
Kostka Church, a Polish language Roman Catholic Church, established in Winona on April 2, 
1871, and located at the corner of Carimona and East Fourth Streets. Early in 1905 Saint Stan-
islaus Church started a drive for funds to construct a new and larger school building. At this 
time there was a feeling among the people of Polish origin in the west end of the city that they 
should have a church and school of their own in the west end rather than contribute to a new 
building in the east end. Several meetings were held in Albert Wieczorek's woodworking shop 
at 514 West Fourth Street. These meetings resulted in organizing a group of about seventy 
prospective members of a new parish; three possible building sites were selected; and three 
men were delegated to call on the Most Reverend Joseph B. Cotter, Bishop of Winona, at that 
time, to seek his approval and advice. The three men so delegated on this com¬mittee were 
Mr. Albert Wieczorek, a cabinet maker, Mr. Frank Jaszewski, a city policeman, and Mr. Frank 
Zabrocki, a wagon maker. Mr. Zabrocki, the only living member of this committee in this Golden 
Anniversary year of 1955, stated that the reason he and the two other men were chosen to call 
on the Bishop was because the group thought that the three of them had the best ability in 
speaking the English language. These men called on Bishop Cotter in March of 1905 and were 
received with favorable consideration. The Bishop told them that their plan looked very good 
to him and that he thought there should have been a Catholic Church and school in the west 
end of Winona long before this. In regard to location the men described their three choices, one 
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at the corner of West Fourth and Olmstead Streets, another on West Fifth Street near Ewing 
Street, and the third at West Broadway and Ewing Street. The Bishop stated that he liked the 
location farthest south and on the sunny side of the street, which was the location selected and 
is the present site of St. Casimir's at West Broadway and Ewing Street. The Bishop also told the 
committee that before they should proceed any farther with their plans for their new parish 
he would speak to their Pastor, the Rev. James W. J. Pacholski. The Bishop apparently spoke to 
Father Pacholski immediately. The following Sunday from the pulpit of Saint Stanislaus Church, 
Father Pacholski announced that he had been informed that some of the west end members of 
Saint Stanislaus Church wanted to build a church and school of their own in the west end. He 
mentioned that he doubted their ability to do so, and, speaking in Polish, he said, "Just because 
they have cooked up a kettle of soup out there in the west end, they think we are going to eat 
it." These remarks were appropriate and not unjustified.

Father Pacholski was highly respected and dearly loved by the Polish people of Winona in the 
west end as well as in the east end. If he had said he was opposed to building Saint Casimir's, he 
would have had a good reason for it and the committee and program would have been willingly 
dissolved. If he had said directly that he was in favor of building Saint Casimir's, he would have 
found himself with the entire burden of all the details and fund raising involved. However, his 
speech about the "kettle of soup" was given in such a manner that it was a challange to the 
people of the west end. It worked to bring about an apologetic unified appeal from the people 
of the west end for assistance from him in establishing a church and school that would be more 
convenient for them. In a very short time Father Pacholski recognized the sincerity and unity of 
his parishioners in the west end to the extent that he assumed the responsibilities as Pastor of 
Saint Casimir's Church for their building project which was to construct a combination church 
and school building. This was an additional burden for the priest who had his duties as pastor 
of the large Saint Stanislaus Parish, where he was also in the midst of a new building program. 
To help the financial situation for the people of the west end, Father Pacholski withdrew west 
end contributions to the new Saint Stanislaus School project and transferred them to the Saint 
Casimir project. Property was purchased in May of 1905, the cornerstone was laid in July of 1905, 
the combination church and school building was completed, and Father Pacholski celebrated 
the first Mass in this building on Christmas Day, 1905. Every year after that when health and 
circumstances permitted, Father Pacholski, who later became the Right Reverend Monsignor 
Pacholski, returned to Saint Casimir's and honored them by leading the annual Forty Hour De-
votional procession held on the Feast of Saint Casimir, March 4.

In acquiring the property for St. Casimir's Church, John Newman Jr. had been delegated as a 
committee of one to make the purchase of the building site at West Broadway and Ewing Street, 
which consisted of four lots with two houses. Mr. Newman bought the four lots in March of 
1905 and sold them to the church in May of the same year at a price of fifty dollars less than 
his cost. Seven laymen served on the original building committee. These men, none of whom 
are alive in 1955, were: Michael Drazkowski, Sr. Frank Kustelski, Paul Losinski, John Newma Jr., 
Ignatius Szuminski, Peter Szuminski, Albert Wieczorek.
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 FIRST PASTOR 

Monsignor Pacholski was the first Pastor of Saint Casimir's, but he was not in residence there 
because he was at Saint Stanislaus.

 FIRST RESIDENT PASTOR

The first resident pastor of Saint Casimir's was the Reveren Paul Kupferschmidt. Father Kup-
ferschmidt was born June 28, 1874' at Stara Polska in German occupied Poland. When he was 
seventeen years old, he came to Winona and became a member of Saint Stanislaus Church. 
He must have come to this country with the intention of studying for the priesthood, because 
soon afterward he went to Detroit, Michigan, where he took his classical studies at the Polish 
Catholic Seminary, and then to St. Paul, Minnesota, where he studied philosophy and theology 
at the Saint Paul Catholic Seminary. He was ordained December 23, 1905, at Saint Stanislaus 
Church in Winona by Bishop Joseph B. Cotter, and was almost immediately assigned to Saint 
Casimir's. He remained here for five years, doing excellent work in those first difficult years of the 
new organization, but he was not in good health. In order to make it possible for Father Kupfer-
schimdt to get the medical attention that his illness required, he was transferred from Winona 
on June 16, 1910, to the Archdiocese of Saint Paul, Minnesota, and assigned as Pastor to Saint 
Casimir's Catholic Church in the City of Saint Paul. He was in charge of this Saint Paul parish for 
only three years and in spite of the condition of his health he worked hard and successfully for 
his parish. In Saint Paul he accomplished a reduction in the parish debts, building improvements 
were made, and just a week before his death a new main altar had been purchased for the 
church. He died of tuberculosis on December 15, 1913. His remains were brought to Winona 
and buried at Saint Mary's Cemetery. He was only thirty-nine years old at the time of his death.

 SECOND RESIDENT PASTOR 

Reverend John E. Grabowski, later elevated to Right Reverend Monsignor, was the second resident 
pastor of Saint Casimir's Church. Father Grabowski was born in Winona on April 25, 1884, the 
son of Anthony and Bridget (Zywicki) Grabowski. His family were members of Saint Stanislaus 
Church and he attended the parochial school through the eighth grade. His high school work 
was completed at SS. Cyril and Methodius Seminary at Orchid Lake, Michigan, and his college 
preparatory work at Saint Mary's College, Detroit, Michigan. He finished his studies for the 
priesthood at Saint Paul Catholic Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota. He was ordained at Saint 
Stanislaus Church in Winona on June 4, 1910, by the Most Reverend Bishop Patrick Heffron. On 
July 16, 1910, he was assigned as pastor of Saint Casimir's, where he remained for forty-three 
years, devoting the major part of his entire life to the work of the Catholic Church for the spir-
itual welfare of the people of this parish. In his more than a generation of priestly service he 
was the only spiritual advisor known to some families. Funerals, weddings, baptisms, First Holy 
Communions, eighth grade graduations and the more personal services, including that of Father 
Confessor, were all performed by Father Grabowski for all the members of these families for as 
many Years as he was with them. It is difficult to find a professional man of any kind who has 
given as many years of generous faithful service to one group of people for as long a time. Be-
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cause the Winona General Hospital is located on West Seventh and Ewing Streets, a short block 
distance from Saint Casimir's Church, Father Grabowski called at the hospital almost daily for 
more than forty years, performing his priestly duties in regard to administering the Sacraments 
for Catholic patients and making friendly visits to patients of all faiths. Non-Catholics as well 
as Catholics have said how well they remember and appreciate his frequent friendly visits and 
words of encouragement to them while they were patients at the Winona hospital. In addition 
to being pastor of Saint Casimir's, Father Grabowski was, in 1941, appointed to the Diocesan 
Curia and named a Parish Priest

Consultor. In June of 1946 he was given the title of Right Reverend Monsignor by order of His 
Holiness Pope Pius XII who appointed him a Domestic Prelate in the Papal Household. Also, in 
1946, he was given the additional responsibilities of Dean of the Winona Deanery.

When Father Grabowski was assigned to Saint Casimir's, the combination church and school 
building had been in use for five years. East and west of this building, on adjacent lots owned 
by Saint Casimir's were two family residences which were older than the church building. The 
residence on the east side was being used as a convent by the Sisters who taught at Saint Casi-
mir's School, and the residence on the west side was used as the rectory and residence for the 
pastor. Neither of these houses had plumbing or other modern conveniences. In 1914 Father 
Grabowski saw to the building of a new modern Sisters' Convent to specifications as required 
by the nuns in residence. In 1921 he had his parish purchase the H. M. Lamberton house on the 
west side of Ewing Street for use as rectory and pastor's residence. The former rectory on the 
east side of Ewing Street was removed so that the corner would be open for the building of a 
new church. In 1925 under the pastorate of Father Grabowski, Saint Casimir's Hall was built at 
the rear of the church-school building.

Through all the years of his pastorate Father Grabowski had per¬iodically announced that con-
tributions were in order for the new church building, and each time additions were made to 
the fund. To the time of his death the fund had accumulated to several thousand dollars, much 
of which was collected before the Second World War, a noteworthy achievement.

In May of 1953 Monsignor Grabowski suffered an attack of pneumonia. He was bedridden 
first at his home and then at the Winona General Hospital. Later he was moved to the Catholic 
hospital at Wabasha, Minnesota, where he remained until his death. He regretted his disabling 
illness and very reluctantly resigned his pastorate of Saint Casimir's Church on September 16, 
1953. However, his illness which followed the attack of pneumonia was growing progressively 
worse and he died on July 4, 1954.

His memory will be very vivid to the people of St. Casimir's and too many others for a long time 
to come. Monsignor Grabowski will be remembered as a strict disciplinarian in regard to punctu-
ality, order, cleanliness and proper conduct in manner for all occasions. He saw no compromise; 
there was only a correct way of doing things. The children in school were constantly kept mindful 
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as to what was expected of them in the way of good behavior, dress and attendance at school 
and church services. The adult members of Saint Casimir's Church were also reminded quite 
often as to what is expected of them while attending church services. The people learned 
from him that there is no substitute for proper respect and good order. Monsignor Grabowski 
is best remembered for his kindness and his devotion to his priestly religious duties.

 THIRD RESIDENT PASTOR

The third resident pastor of Saint Casimir's Church is the Reverend John P. Hurynowicz. He was 
assigned as pastor by the Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, Bishop of Winona, on Septem-
ber 16, 1953. Father Hurynowicz was born October 22, 1889 in Bialystok, Russian occupied 
Poland. He came to the United States as a young man in 1906. His first place of residence in 
this country was at Grand Rapids, Michigan. He obtained his final papers as a naturalized citizen 
of the United States in 1918, while he was in the final years of his studies for the priesthood. 
He began his seminary studies at SS. Cyril and Methodius Seminary, Orchard Lake, Michigan, 
and completed them at the Saint Paul Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. He was ordained to 
the priesthood at Saint Mary's College, Winona, Minnesota, on June 24, 1920, by the Most 
Reverend Patrick Heffron, then Bishop of Winona. Father Hurynowicz's first assignment in the 
City of Winona was to call on Catholics at their homes and places of business and solicit funds 
for Saint Mary's College. His second assignment in Winona was as assistant pastor of Saint 
Stanislaus Church. Immediately before coming to Saint Casimir's, Father Hurynowicz was the 
resident chaplain at the Catholic hospital in Wabasha, Minnesota. Father Hurynowicz, who 
has proven himself to be a very capable priest, is pastor of Saint Casimir's now in this year of 
the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the parish.

Since coming to St. Casimir's, Father Hurynowicz has set up a necessary double program in 
regard to the physical plant. For the existing buildings he has undertaken a program of mod-
ernization, remodeling and redecorating so that the buildings will be preserved for the future 
as well as giving the best utility for the present time. Some of the painting and remodeling was 
done to give the old buildings a "face lifting beauty treatment" so they would look their best 
for the golden jubilee year. The second part of Father Hurynowicz's program for im¬provement 
of the physical plant is in regard to a more concentrated effort toward the building of a new 
Saint Casimir's Church.

Father Hurynowicz was not a stranger to the people of St. Casimir's when he was assigned as 
their pastor. As a close friend of their former pastor he was a frequent visitor, often assisting 
with Confessions and Services during the annual Forty Hours Devotion. He had preached 
many a "Forty Hours" sermon, some in Polish during the earlier years of the parish and later 
in English. From the day that he first assumed his duties as pastor of Saint Casimir's Church, 
Father Hurynowicz has worked very hard for the people of his parish. In spiritual matters 
he has encouraged them to more frequent Confessions and reception of Holy Communion, 
stressing a Family Communion Sunday once each month. He has successfully emphasized in-
creased prayers and devotions to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, especially with the 
Rosary. Fifteen minutes before each Sunday Mass at St. Casimir's Church the Rosary is recited 
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congregationally under the direction of lay prayer leaders. The same practice is carried out for 
daily Masses during the months of May and October and during Lent. To commemorate the 
Golden Jubilee of St. Casimir's he arranged an eight-day mission which was preached October 
2 to 9 by a Franciscan Missionary, the Rev. Victor Krzywonos. Father Hurynowicz has dedicated 
himself, without any reservations, to Saint Casimir's Church and the service of its people. He 
has done everything in his power to make this fiftieth year of Saint Casimir's a memorable one, 
and he sincerely hopes that it is the beginning of another fifty successful years.

 FIRST ASSISTANT PASTOR
Arriving in September, 1955, to give assistance to the pastor of Saint Casimir's Church is the 
Reverend Harold E. Gavin. Father Gavin is the Principal of Cotter High School at Winona. He 
is one of the younger priests of the Diocese of Winona, ordained in May, 1951. Originally 
from Caledonia, Minnesota, where he completed his high school, he attended Loras College, 
Dubuque, Iowa, and also the Catholic University at Washington, D. C. He was previously an 
assistant pastor at Saint Stanislaus Church, in Winona. Now, while he is in residence at Saint 
Casimir's, his first duty are at Cotter High School, but at Saint Casimir’s he regularly hears 
Saturday Confessions and usually has two Masses every Sunday. He is available to assist with 
other parish duties whenever it is possible.

 CORPORATE ORGANIZATION
The corporate organization of Saint Casimir's Church is under the administration of a Board 
of Directors, similar to the organization in all parishes of the Diocese of Winona. The Board of 
Directors is five in number. The five Directors include the Bishop and the Vicar General of the 
Diocese of Winona, the Pastor of the church and two lay members of the parish. The two lay 
members are appointed for two-year terms by the other three directors, acting on the rec-
ommendations of the Pastor. There are three officers from among the directors. The Bishop 
is ex-officio President of the Corporation. The directors chose two from among themselves to 
serve as Secretary and Treasurer. Each of the five directors have one vote. In accordance with 
the articles of incorporation some items of business can pass with a majority vote of the direc-
tors, while other items of business can pass only with a unanimous vote of the five directors.

The two laymen appointed to the first Church of Saint Casimir Board of Directors in 1905 were 
Frank Kustelski and John Newman, Jr. Mr. Kustelski was the first Secretary and Mr. Newman the 
first Treasurer. The most recent lay members of this Board of Directors are Henry Kleinschmidt 
and Julius J. Schneider. They are both serving now in this fiftieth year of the corporation. Mr. 
Schneider is Secretary, and Mr. Kleinschmidt is Treasurer.

For many years an indefinite number of laymen have functioned as an advisory group to the 
pastor. These men are usually referred to as "trustees". They respond when called upon by the 
pastor. Some of these men are former directors and have served as officers of the parish. This 
advisory "trustee" group includes: Felix P. Drwall, Casimir M. Libera, Harry L. Libera, Walter J. 
Losinski,  Andrew S. Owecke, Leon S. Drazkowski, who died in this Golden Jubilee Year, August 
29, 1955, had also been a member of this group.
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 FINANCING

Financially, Saint Casimir's Church has never been encumbered by commercial indebtedness. 
It has never been a wealthy parish. Practically all the members of Saint Casimir's Church 
through the years have been people of average and lower incomes. By practicing thrift they 
have avoided long-term interest-bearing contracts for their parish. Individual members of the 
parish have been known to incur personal indebtedness by borrowing money against their own 
property to meet their church pledges. Personal savings of parishioners have been voluntarily 
loaned to the church at times and without security or interest so that outstanding bills could 
be paid rather than take credit from outside sources. During its first fifty years Saint Casimir's 
has a record of practically paying cash for each major project. The major projects can be enu-
merated as: purchasing the ground, building the combination church and school, building the 
Convent house, purchasing the new Rectory and building the parish hall. When the original 
four building lots were purchased in May of 1905, the purchase price was $5,750.00, and the 
money was raised in two days from among the seventy original parishioners, mostly laborers. 
The financing of each of the building projects was assisted in a very great part by volunteer 
unpaid labor of parishioners, both skilled and unskilled. Besides giving what they could in the 
way of cash, members of the parish did workmen duties without pay. Because of their regular 
employment many of the men of the parish were familiar with methods of construction and 
were accustomed to working under the direction of building contractors, so it is easy to see 
how valuable they were when they appeared with their tools and worked on these building 
projects without remuneration.


