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  History of St. Stanislaus Church
  The Golden Jubilee of St. Stanislaus Church, 
  Steubenville, OH.  CAP at Orchard Lake. 

With these pages we are endeavoring to turn back a half a century of the St. Stanislaus Church. In 
these 50 years many great events occured in the Parish. Some were of sorrow and joy, success and 
failure. Great number of these events will never be recorded by human hands, but known only to 
the Almighty God.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was offered almost 35,OCO times. The reception of different Sacra-
ments marked the spiritual, physical and intellectual growth of one generation after another. The 
regenerating waters of Baptism was poured on 5,366 souls. Averaage of 200 children yearly were 
schooled in 3 "R's" and Religion, of which some entered into Holy Orders, some into Professions and 
Business, while hundreds of others went into steel mills, etc. One thousand and eight couples were 
united in bonds of matrimony from which came the present and the future generations will come.

There were days of joy, days of sorrow. People have prayed through two world wars, a great depres-
sion, and many workless days. They have given thanks through days of prosperity, but our Blessed 
Lord was always there in the tabernacle to help console and strengthen them.

This will bring back many memories to the minds of people. The thoughts will arouse deep gratitude 
in their hearts for 50 years of God's blessings. And so we face the future with great determination 
to play together, work together, and live together for the glory of God and salvation of souls.

Fifty years have passed since St. Stanislaus has been organized. Early in the year 1905 a committee 
represented by John Zmudka, Joseph Borkowski, Thomas Ziarko, Stanley Karwowski, Frank Reducha, 
Stephan Stasiulewicz, Stanley Pointer, Frank Michalak, and many others with permission of Late 
Rev. Thomas Powers, Pastor of St. Peter's congregation, and with the approval of the ordinary of 
the Columbus diocese, Rt. Rev. James J. Hartley, D.D., took on option on the site where the parish 
is domiciled today.

The late Rev. Casimir Smogor who was pastor of St. Adalbert's Church at Dillonvale, was appointed 
pastor of the parish in 1905.

As the new St. Peter's Church was then in the course of construction, members of St. Stanislaus parish 
worshipped in the basement of Holy Name Church (presently the Cathedral) until November, 1905.
Work on one-story frame building which served as church and school was begun on the 7th of Sep-
tember, 1905. From unmistakable evidences it appeared to workman that a tannery at one time 
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stood on the site where the new house of worship was being erected. The structure was completed 
the day before its dedication took place December 31, 1905.

In proportion as Steubenville developed industrially and commercially, Americans of Polish extrac- 
tion drifted here slowly from the eastern states. With the growth in numbers, it became necessary 
to enlarge the building. No sooner were old debts paid than the new ones were contracted.

By 1906 in the Parish were 78 families and 170 single men and women. A parish, as an enlarged 
family, must shelter those in its own household with Christian education. In February, 1906, a school 
was organized with 50 children as Miss Betty Zmuda as teacher.

In year 1910, the present parish home has been built at North and Highland Avenues, giving an op-
portunity for additional classrooms. From 1906 to 1914 the school children's population has grown 
to 170 and at that time the present order of Felician Sisters took over the teaching.

The building of the present church structure was begun on May 18, 1915. The laying of corner 
stone on September 5, 1915 was done by the Late Bishop Hartley. The blessing of the church was 
on October 8, 1916.

August 15, 1923, the plain glass windows were replaced by the present colored glass. Immediately 
upon its installation, the painting began and on January 8, 1924, the renovation was completed.

The school situation was so critical that in 1926 when enrollment reached 380 plans were formulated 
to build a three story brick building in front, allowing two classes of the old building to remain. On 
June 20, 1927, the ground was broken with the laying of the corner stone on August 21, 1927, the 
blessings and the completion for occupancy was on December 28, 1927.

Then followed the great burst in the stock markets of 1929. Ninety per cent of our parishioners 
were unemployed but somehow they managed to pay their obligations and church just existed.

Then no sooner the smoke began to come out of the steel stacks, a sickness struck the pastor of St. 
Stanislaus, Rev. C. Smogor, from which he never recovered. It was so burden loaded work that on 
September 26, 1936, the Bishop had sent a young man, Rev. John A. Turel to assist in the parish work.

Second World War began and daily the Rev. Casimir Smogor who besides being sick, brooded as 
to the effect of the War on his parishioners, especially the young men. A heavy worry upon the 
healthy man shows let alone the sick. It was too much. On March 16, 1940, upon completion of his 
daily Mass, the pastor, Rev. Casimir Smogor passed away.

Rev. John Turel took the pastor ship and made many renovations to the church property. Through 
his efforts, today Shrine of St. Mary at the left side of Church was built.

On November 26, 1954, the present pastor and former assistant, Rev. Chester Szymanski takes 
over. Although his stay is short already the imprints of great things to come are being formulated.

During the life of the parish, we have had several assistants. They were Rev. Julian Wenda, Rev. 
Robert Marrer, and present Rev. Edward Kakasik.

The church, convent, rectory, and school are being modernized and in good condition. The grounds 
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are well kept. The outdoor Grotto of St. Mary gives an atmosphere of devotion to the surroundings. 
God has been good to our parish and we pray as well hope that through the intercession of Our 
Lady and St. Stanislaus, our patron saint, He will continue to bless our parish in the future, as He 
has done in the past.

 Facts About the Church and St's Growth

October 1954  Founding of P.N.A.
January 13, 1905 Founding of Society God & Country 51
July 3, 1905 Founding of St. Stanislaus Society
July 1905 Appointment of Reverend C. Smogor as Pastor
July 10, 1905 Society of Holy Rosary Organized
August 1, 1905 Foundation of church began
September 15, 1905 Foundation of one story building finished
October 10, 1905 Society of St. Cecilia organized
December 31, 1905 Blessing of the Church
September 1906 Grade School opens
January 1, 1907 Society of Our Lady of Częstochowa organized
May 24, 1908 First Confirmation
October 25, 1908 Society of St. Casimir founded
January 10, 1909 New Organ blessed.
May 1909 White Eagle band organized
1909 Queen Hedwig Society organized
1910 Literary and Dramatical Society organized 
March 28, 1911 Sisters of Holy Ghost take over the school 
September 1912 Sisters of Holy Ghost recalled 
February 28, 1913 Mission begins in Parish
April 21-22-23, 1913 Forty Hours Devotion 
September 1914 Felician Sisters take over the school 
May 18, 1915 Foundation for present church 
September 5, 1915 Blessing and laying of corner stone 
April 16, 1916 Blessing of the church bells 
October 8, 1916 Blessing of the present church
1916  Polish Falcoms organized 
October 14, 1917 Manifest of Kosciuszko
1917 18 Men drafted or enlisted into service of World War I 
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October 27, 1917 Sister M. Remigia, Felician order dies
1918 18 more men drafted for World War I 
Oct. 15 - Nov. 8 Church closed due to an epidemic 
September 24, 1919 Welcome banquet to returning vets
October 24, 1920 Parish takes part in blessing of Polish Church in Weirton
September 12, 1922 25 year Jubilee of Priesthood for Rev. C. Smogor 
August 14, 1923 Rennovation of Church by Installing colored glass windows and painting
July 1923 First picnic of school children in Fern wood
January 8, 1924 Complete redecoration of church
January 1924 Dr. Montgomery innoculates the school form smallpox
August 5, 1925 20 year Jubilee of the Parish
July 10-13, 1926 Bazaar
August 9, 1926 Visit the Most Rev.T heodore Kupina, Bishop of Częstochowa 
June 20, 1927 Building of present school 
August 21, 1927 Laying of the cornerstone 
December 28, 1927 Blessing of new school 
June 1929 Circuit 85 of P.R.C.U. organizes 
June 15, 1930 First Mass of Rev. Zekas 
July 27, 1930 Silver Jubilee of the Parish
October 19, 1930 Silver Jubilee of Society of God and Country 
May 1931 Polish Athletic Club of P.R.C.U. organized 
October 1932 Sport Club of P.R.C.U. wins championship in baseball 
March 1936 Rev. C. Smogor struck down with sickness 
July 1936 Polish Day in Stanton Park
March 16, 1940 Death of founder, organizer, and builder. Rev. C. Smogor
October 10, 1940 Golden Jubilee of Society of Sorrows
May 26, 1947 Parish has bazaar—benefit of St. Johns Vianney
July 15, 1947 Rev. Chester Szymański becomes assistant
March 26, 1949 Rev. Julian Wenda becomes assistant
May 26, 1949 Rev. Stanley Zekas celebrates first Mass
December 8, 1953 Blessing oft he Grotto
November 26, 1954 Rev. Chester Szymański becomes Pastor
November 20, 1955 50th Jubilee Celebration


