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The Golden Jubilee history of St. Adalbert Parish is, in reality, a history of more than fifty years. Fifty 
years ago marks the time when formally a parish was established and a church built. For many years 
prior to that, the people, desirous of keeping alive in them-selves and in their children, the divine 
gift of Faith, to the best of their ability, preserved and practiced all the traditions and teachings of 
Holy Mother Church. They prayed that in time a duly appointed priest would re¬side in their midst. 
Their prayers were answered, in fact, they themselves hastened the answer to their prayers.
In the early 1880's due to the opening of the mines in the so-called Pine Valley and Long Run areas, 
a large number of Catholics, predominantly of Polish ancestry, settled in and around the small town 
of Dillonvale. At the request of these settlers and through the zeal and self-sacrifice of the priests 
of St. Mary's Parish in Martins Ferry, frequent visits were made to instruct children and to offer 
the Sacrifice of the Mass. As far as the records show, McCabe's General Store was the scene of the 
first and subsequent Masses in Dillonvale. Helpful as this was, nonetheless it did not satisfy the 
spiritual yearnings of these pioneer Catholics, strong in the faith inherited from their forefathers. In 
1890 as a first step towards uniting themselves, the Polish people organized a benevolent society 
and were incorporated under the laws of Ohio as the Polish Benevolent Society of St. Joseph. This 
preliminary step was only a means
to an end. They did not want only a society, they wanted a church, a parish. Within a few years they 
provided themselves with three lots and a small dwelling place alongside the Wheeling & Lake Erie 
Railroad line, near what is now Smithfield Street. All they needed now was a priest. Considering it 
from our present vantage point and being aware of the present manner of appointing pastors, the 
people of that time employed a rather novel way of accomplishing their purpose. An advertisement 
was inserted in the papers making known the fact that the Polish residents in the community of 
Dillonvale would welcome the services of a duly ordained Catholic priest of Polish descent. Strange 
as was this method, it was stranger still that they actually received not a answer, but a priest. In 
response to this advertisement, Father A. Dynia, a priest formerly laboring in Texas, arrived in 1885 
and with the permission of Bishop Watterson took charge of what was called the Polish Roman 
Catholic Church under the patronage of St. Adalbert.
The very first work undertaken by Father Dynia was a census of Catholics in the community. Accord-
ing to these census figures, in 1895 there were 163 souls in the parish. Not many, but all sincere 
and God-fearing Catholics, willing to sacrifice for the sake of their faith as subsequent events will 
show. Father Dynia next tackled the task of building a Church. However after some deliberation it 
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was decided to put up a building which temporarily would be used as a Church and later could be 
converted into use as a hall. Unfortunately before all plans were realized, Father Dynia left after 
serving the parish for a year and a half.
Polish priests were scarce and it was some time be¬fore the Bishop could fulfill the constant request 
of the community for a successor to Father Dynia. Finally in November 1898, Father Swierczynski 
was appointed as the first permanent pastor.
Hard work awaited Father Swierczynski, but with the tireless zeal that marked all pioneer priests, the 
little parish was soon molded into a well-knit Catholic center. During the few years that he remained 
the parish tripled in size and gave promise to future expansion. Father Swierczynski left Dillonvale 
on April 8, 1S02. Before leaving he gave the following figures as to status of the parish. Numbers of 
souls 451, Baptisms 97, First Communions 13 and 120 were confirmed by Bishop Moeller.
To his immediate successor, Father Casimir Smogor the parish is largely indebted for the thriving 
conditions in which it finds itself today. With keen foresight he realized that the parish, constantly 
growing, needed room for expansion. The three lots which constituted the present church property 
would be too small for the plans he had in mind. Permission was obtained to change the location 
of the church. For the sum of $5,500.00, two and one-half acres of land plus the dwelling place on 
the farm Kithcart & Cole was bought, comprising what is now the entire block of Fifth & Smithfield 
Streets.
The old property was sold to the Hungarian speaking people of the community who wanted a church 
of their own. Certainly much credit must be given them for the spirit of Catholicity that exists in 
Dillonvale today. By their example, their zeal, their faith, many souls were won for Almighty God.
Father Smogor's first interest was the future of the parish. Much as he and the faithful desired to 
have a suitable church for divine worship resolutely turned away from this thought and instead 
built a temporary structure which would serve the double purpose of church and school. Well did 
he recognize the fact that it was necessary to train and instruct the youth in order to maintain the 
faith of the parish as such. To place the children in capable and skilled hands was a problem. How-
ever, Father Smogor finally prevailed upon the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth of Chicago, 
Illinois to take charge. Which work the Sisters gladly undertook, although realizing the sacrifices 
they would be called upon to make. To them much thanks and gratitude is owed for the unselfish 
services rendered the parish through these many and trying years. The parishioners, in appreciation 
of the Sisters' decision to take charge of the school, willingly plunged into debt in order to build a 
home for them. By dint of hard work, on the part of Father Smogor and the truly heroic sacrifice 
of all members of the parish it wasn't long before the debt was paid. They were prepared now to 
assume another debt in order to have their long wanted church. Just when the time was ripe to 
accomplish this, Father Smogor, by order of the Bishop was sent to take charge of the newly orga-
nized parish in Steubenville, for which place he left in 1905.
Upon the departure of Father Smogor, the pastorate of St. Adalbert parish was temporarily filled 
by Father Robaczewski who for eight months nobly carried on the work of his predecessors. For 
various reasons he preferred not to remain in Dillonvale and upon his own request his place was 
taken by Father Andrew Dziatkowiec, an elderly hard-working priest.
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Upon shoulders of Father Dziatkowiec fell the responsibility of building and paying for the proposed 
Church. A limit of $8,000 was set as the cost of the frame edifice they had in mind. They were rather 
inac¬curate in estimating the expense. The total cost of the Church amounted to almost double the 
original figure. Father Dziatkowiec was not a well man, and undoubtedly the strain of supervising the 
work, the worry over the mounting costs must have affected still further his weakened condition. 
On August 14, 1907 he suffered a
heart attack and died. The only priest, thus far, to die whilst being the pastor of the parish. Father 
Dziatkowiec remained with the parish less than two years, but in that short time he left a memorial 
for which he will never be forgotten.
Father Julius Jaworek was appointed as the next pastor of St. Adalbert. The conditions in the mining 
district were far from good, miners everywhere were being laid off and Dillonvale was no exception. 
Consequently little headway could be made in paying the debt or meeting the ordinary overhead. 
The constant worry over the relatively large debt of the parish began to affect his health and Father 
Jaworek, after two years in Dillonvale petitioned the Bishop to be relieved from his post as pastor.
Father Alphonse Nowogrodzki, who at the time was Chaplain of St. Francis Hospital of Columbus, 
Ohio, was sent to succeed Father Jaworek. It was to no easy post that he was assigned. Lack of work 
was the common condition at the time and the faithful were barely able to supply their own needs, 
but with true priestly zeal and courage, Father Nowogrodzki tackled the difficult task set out for 
him. For eleven years, from October 1909 to May 1920, he labored and suffered with his flock. At 
one time conditions were so bad that to somewhat lessen the burden, serious consideration was 
given the thought of closing the school, at least temporarily. However, the plan was abandoned 
from fear that a greater spiritual harm would result to the children and parish for this temporary 
material relief. So, everyone just pitched in that much more and shared what little they did have 
and somehow those dark days were lived through. With the little means he had to work with, Fa-
ther Nowogrodzki accomplished wonders. During those years not only was the parish and school 
maintained, but the buildings were improved upon and the debt reduced. In May 1920,
 Father Nowogrodzki resigned and at present is serving the people of New Boston, Michigan.
His place as pastor was filled by Father Stanislaus Karwowski, a newly ordained priest. It was his 
mis¬fortune to be pastor when a heart-breaking tragedy befell the parish. The church in which they 
took so much pride, for which they had worked and sacrificed so much, which now was practically 
free of debt, in May 1921 was struck by lightning and burned down to its foundation with a total 
loss of all church furniture.
However, hardships and debts were no new thing for the faithful. It seemed to be their lot ever 
since the founding of the parish. Struck by the tragedy, grieved by the loss of a church to which 
they had become attached and which for them had become a symbol of victory over hardships, 
they nonetheless immediately set to work planning upon even a better edifice to take the place of 
the one destroyed. To give them added incentive in the building of the new Church, Bishop Hartley 
in July, 1922 appointed as pastor Father Miecieslaus Dzikowski, the first boy of the parish to be 
ordained priest. With the advent of Father Dzikowski began one of the longest tenures as pastor 
in the history of the parish. The boy who grew up in their midst, after his ordination served them 
as their pastor for 18 years.
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After the fire, once again the hall of the old school house was converted to use as a church. Much 
study and planning was given to the type of building desired and finally the present brick structure 
was decided upon, a building of which it is said, "The prettiest church that was ever seen in a min-
ing town". In 1923 the new church was opened for divine worship. From the accounts of the day, 
abundant tears of joy were shed by all the faithful when for the first time the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass was offered to Almighty God. They also had
reasons to be proud of themselves. The generous heart and sacrificing spirit of the people, and 
wise counsel and direction of Father Dzikowski was in evidence throughout the entire time of the 
construction of the new church. Everyone seemed to wish to outdo the other in generosity. Upon 
the completion of the church, furnishing it with all the necessary fixtures, to their amazement it was 
an¬nounced the remaining unpaid debt was approximately $6,000, a mere nothing in comparison 
to what they expected it to be. It was fortunate the debt was pared down so much. A few years 
later the worst strike in mining history followed by the national depression, virtually brought all 
work to a standstill. During these crucial years the main point of issue was not the paying of debts 
or expansion but rather mere existence. Wisely and well did their pastor, Father Dzikowski, lead 
and direct them through the years. After 18 long and arduous years, in November 1939, he was 
succeeded by Father Jerome Rojewski, the present pastor.
By now working conditions had improved consider¬ably, and it was deemed advisable to make 
certain im¬provements and alterations on the parish properties. Always willing to share when 
they have the means to do so, the faithful with unstinted generosity heeded every plea for help to 
accomplish this purpose. As a result of this willing and uncomplaining sacrifice and kindness of the 
people, the church, school, rectory and Sisters' home were completely repaired and remodeled. 
Their appearance is one that all can be proud of and certainly is a credit to the community. Besides 
all of this repair work, all the remaining debt was paid.
In the year 1944, at the direction of our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII a new diocese was formed in 
Steubenville, Ohio. As a result of this, Dillonvale passed from the jurisdiction of the Columbus Bishop 
to that of Steubenville, being within the confines of the counties annexed to the newly organized 
diocese. The first Bishop of Steubenville is the Most Reverend John King Mussio, former Chancellor 
of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, who was consecrated in St. Monica Cathedral May 1, 1945 and on 
May 23, 1945, formally installed as the Bishop of Steubenville in the Holy Name Cathedral.
As we look back upon these fifty years, view the constant demands upon the generosity of the flock 
and their pastors, the sacrifices they willingly shouldered for the sake of their parish, we cannot 
help but admire their loyalty and kind-heartedness and at the same time consider it our heritage 
to perpetuate the noble work of our forefathers. May it never be said that their sacrifice, their 
example, their faith were in vain. May the Almighty God Bless each and every one.

 Vocation of the Parish
The blessing of God upon St. Adalbert Parish, is evidenced by the number of those called to dedicate 
their lives to the service of Almighty God. During the course of the years, two boys and seven girls 
have heeded God's invitation to serve Him exclusively.
Father Miecieslaus Dzikowski who in 1920 was the first of St. Adalbert to be ordained priest, was 
subsequently appointed as Pastor of his home parish, serving in that capacity for eighteen years. 
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At present Father Dzikowski is pastor of Corpus Christi Parish in Belle Valley, Ohio.
Father John Turel, a lifelong resident of St. Adalbert was ordained in 1936. After serving as an 
assistant for a few years, he is now Pastor of St. Stanislaus Parish, in Steubenville, Ohio.
The seven young ladies who entered the convent are all members of the same order of Sisters, 
the Holy Family of Nazareth. Scattered throughout the country, they are imparting to others the 
blessing of the faith received in St. Adalbert Parish.

 Vital Statistics
From the various record books of the Parish the following statistics were obtained for the past 
fifty years:
The first baptisms recorded are that of John Soko lowski, Ladislaus Karaszewski and Julius Delbur-
schman, all baptized March 10, 1895.
The first recorded funeral is that of an 1 and 1/2 year old child Eva Kudla, July 24, 1898. It may be 
interesting to mention the unusual number of children's deaths in those years. Of the first fifty 
recorded funerals, 41 were children ranging in age from 1 day to 7 years, the vast majority being 
under 1 year. The first adult interred was E. A. Keifer, December 13, 1898.
The first marriage was that of Julius Cetkowski and Joanna Zwolinska on May 1, 1895.
The first Confirmation Class was confirmed by Bishop Moeller, November 24, 1901. There were 
120 in that class.
The first recorded First Communion Class was that of 1901 comprised of 5 boys and 8 girls.
 Baptisms  4,461
 Weddings  644
 Funerals 795
 Confirmations 1,131
The parish of St. Adalbert is comprised of the following localities: — Dillonvale, Olszewa, Dun 
Glen, Mt. Pleasant, Smithfield and Bradley.
One mission is attached to the Parish. That of Piney Fork wherein reside a goodly number of 
Catholic families. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offered here every Saturday morning in the 
community Church. After Mass, catechism is taught to the children by two of the Sisters of the 
Holy Family of Nazareth. The Mission has been placed under the patronage of St. Therese, the 
Little Flower of Jesus.
Originally St. Adalbert was intended as a parish for the Polish element of the town. It is now com-
posed of many nationalities, including Polish, Slovak, Hungarian, Belgian, Irish, Italian, German, 
Syrian, Lithuanian and Slovenian.
The services in church are conducted in both the Polish and English languages. The Sermon is 
preached in English at the first Mass, in Polish at the High Mass.
Unlike the vast majority of the parishes, the envelope system for church support is not used. Due 
to many local conditions, the old custom of parish collectors is found to be more acceptable and 
satisfactory to the entire parish.


