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Towers of faith have graced the skyline of Northeast Minneapolis for more than 100 years. These 
towers of faith are the sign of a people with a great heritage and a great faith. This is the story of 
how some of these people have preserved their heritage and their faith through a Polish parish 
community which they call Holy Cross.

The earliest record of Polish immigration into Minnesota dates from 1851 when a few Poles from 
Silesia settled in present Delano. Within twenty years, others settled in Wilno and Silver Lake, where 
a Polish church was built in 1869. The heavy immigration of Poles to the United States began in 
1870 and gradually some of these people came to St. Paul and Minneapolis. Some of them came 
directly from Poland. Others moved to the Twin Cities from New York, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Illi-
nois, Wisconsin, Ohio, Canada and rural communities of Minnesota. They came to the Twin Cities 
because of job opportunities in the factories, lumber yards and flour and paper mills.

It was in late 1881 when Polish immigrants established St. Adalbert Parish in St. Paul. At that time, 
the Polish people living in Northeast Minneapolis attended Mass at St. Anthony of Padua Church 
or St. Boniface Church, but they went to St. Adalbert's to go to confession in Polish and to hear a 
Polish sermon. These people felt the need for a Catholic church in their neighborhood to minister 
to them in their language and help them preserve their Polish heritage.

In 1884 a committee to form a Polish parish in Minneapolis was organized under the direction of 
Father Dominic Mager, pastor of St. Adalbert Church. The officers of the committee were John 
Ziemkowski, president; Frank Lilla, treasurer; and Boleslaus Volkman, secretary. This committee 
visited Bishop John Ireland with their request for the establishment of a Polish parish in North-east 
Minneapolis. The bishop told them he was in favor of their request, but he also told them it would 
be difficult to get a Polish priest.

Nonetheless, on January 3, 1885, the commit¬tee purchased two lots for $850 on the southeast 
corner of the present intersection of Seventeenth Avenue and Fourth Street Northeast. That same 
year Bishop Ireland learned that there was a promising Polish student at the American College in 
Louvaine, Belgium. He was finishing his third year of theology and was willing to come to the Unit-
ed States. The student's name was James Pacholski. He was born in Ponshow, Poland, on May 24, 
1862. He had studied classics and philosophy in Poland before entering the seminary at Louvaine, 
where foreign students prepared for priestly ministry in the United States. Bishop Ire¬land invited 
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Pacholski to finish his studies at St. Thomas Seminary in St. Paul.

 FIRST TOWER 1886-1891

When the committee of Polish Catholics in Northeast Minneapolis learned that they would be 
able to have a Polish priest, they asked Bishop Ireland for permission to build a church. The bishop 
said he thought they could not afford it and suggested they purchase the old St. Anthony church 
building. That structure was the first Catholic Church in the city of St. Anthony which later became 
part of the city of Minneapolis.

It was built in 1851 as the first church of St. Anthony of Padua Parish and blessed by Bishop Joseph 
Cretin, the first bishop of St. Paul, on July 20, 1851. It was a small church, 28 feet wide and 46 feet 
long and able to seat less than 100 people. In 1861 St. Anthony Parish built a new church and the old 
church was used as a school until it was purchased by Holy Cross. That building was purchased for 
$25 and moved in the spring of 1886 from Ninth Avenue and Main Street Northeast to the southeast 
corner of Fourth Street and Seven¬teenth Avenue Northeast. Its front doors faced Fourth Street. 
The cost of moving the church, remodeling it, installing new windows and a new altar was about 
$1,200. Since no one was able to make large donations, the cost was paid for by small donations 
from many Polish people.

Father James Pacholski was ordained a priest on June 18, 1886 and assigned temporarily to a pas-
torate at Delano. On July 21, 1886, he was appointed the first pastor of the newly established parish 
in Northeast Minneapolis which was named Holy Cross.

Within a few days Father Pacholski was busy in his new assignment. He had the first baptisms at 
Holy Cross on August 11, 1886, the baptisms of Elizabeth Boniankowski and Stephen Kaniewski.

The Articles of Incorporation for Holy Cross Parish were signed on August 21, 1886, by Bishop John 
Ireland; Father Augustin Ravoux, who was vicar general; Father James Pacholski; and the first parish 
trustees, Frank Lilla and Boleslaus Volkman.

Holy Cross had its first wedding on August 23, 1886, the marriage of Anthony Kudzinski and Mary 
Kurowski.

On September 16, 1886, Holy Cross Parish was dedicated to the service of God by Bishop Ireland 
at a Mass celebrated by Father Pacholski. Father Majer from St. Adalbert's preached the sermon 
in Polish. After Mass Bishop Ireland addressed the congregation, emphasizing the historic roots of 
their faith and church in Poland. He called the Poles ' 'the children of martyrs to faith and country" 
and encouraged the members of Holy Cross Parish to live in faith, love and unity. In the afternoon 
before the bishop left he delegated Father Majer to consecrate the Holy Cross church bell during 
an afternoon vesper service. The bell was named after St. Casimir.

In 1887 a lot next to the church was purchased for a rectory, which was constructed that year. Until 
that time, the pastor boarded in various homes in the parish.

In 1888 the first Holy Cross School was opened in a small house, which had been purchased and 
moved behind the church on Seventeenth Avenue between Fourth Street and Fifth Street. The 
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house had four rooms, two of which were converted into a classroom; the third was occupied by 
an organist and the fourth by the janitor. The classroom had a large pot-ellied stove in the center 
and double rows of chairs on either side with boys seated on one side and girls on the other, about 
40 pupils in all. The school was taught successively by lay teachers named Galuszczynski, Kurek and 
Kwilinski. When Kwilinski departed, the school was closed and did not reopen until 1894.

The first parish organizations were formed in 1887. There were two organizations for men, the St. 
Anthony Society for the Poles and the St. Wenceslaus Society for the Bohemians. That same year 
the women started the Rosary Society, which now is the oldest existing organization in Holy Cross 
Parish. In 1888, a brass band was formed to play at church and school functions. It also played at 
funerals, escorting the procession to St. Anthony Cemetery.

Over half the funerals at this time were the funerals of infants. There were 52 infant deaths in the 
parish from August, 1886, to December, 1889. Many of the babies died from diphtheria.

Immigration from Poland to the United States was unrestricted at this time. In a decade about 
800,000 Poles came looking for freedom and economic security in this country. A number of them 
came to Minneapolis and Holy Cross Parish grew rapidly. The church building, which never was 
really large enough, became totally inadequate.

During the first week of September, 1891, Bishop Ireland was at Holy Cross for Confirmation. See-
ing the large crowd present, he suggested building a new church. That was all the encouragement 
needed to start plans for the second tower of faith of Holy Cross Parish.

 SECOND TOWER 1892-1927

Holy Cross Parish's second tower of faith stood over remarkable growth, which was marred by 
tragedy. To provide service for hundreds of new immigrant parishioners, the parish built a new 
church (1892); a new convent (1901); a new school (1906); and a new rectory (1919). During this 
time many homes of the parishioners were destroyed by fire; a former pastor was murdered in a 
confessional at his new assignment; and the parish was split by dissension and schism. Through 
it all, remarkable priestly leadership brought healing and courageous fidelity to the Catholic faith 
and the Polish heritage.

To make room for a new church, the old church was moved in 1892 from the southeast corner of 
Seventeenth Avenue and Fourth Street to the southwest corner of Seventeenth Avenue and Fifth 
Street, on a lot which had been purchased in 1888 by the parish committee — Frank Blosky, Frank 
Lilla and Louis Brzeziński. The lot cost $1,075 and carried a $450 mortgage.

Anthony Wasielewski, a member of the parish, was chosen as the architect for the new church. This 
new brick church, which cost about $20,000, was 120 feet long and 46 feet wide and had a seating 
capacity for about 500 people.

It was blessed by Archbishop Ireland in October, 1892. The old church was then used as a winter 
chapel for the next two years.

While members of Holy Cross Parish were trying to pay for their new church, many of them were 
struck by tragedy on August 13, 1893, when a fire destroyed the buildings on many blocks in North-
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east Minneapolis. The fire started at the Lenhart Harness Shop on Nicollet Island on a Sunday at 
about 1 p.m. In a few hours all the saw mills, lumber yards and homes along the east river bank 
from Sixth Avenue to Thirteenth Avenue and from the river to Marshall Street were destroyed. 
A stiff south wind blew the flames across this entire area so rapidly that people had to flee their 
homes without their posses¬sions.

In the list of the homeless, almost all were Slavic names — Poles, Bohemians, Ruthenians. Some 
were unable to speak a word of English. Not only were their homes destroyed, but also lost were 
savings hidden in the homes of the frugal immigrants. Sisters from St. Anthony Parish and from 
St. Joseph Parish in North Minneapolis set up emergency shelters for the homeless. Many people 
helped provide food and other emergency assistance.

As the people rebuilt their homes and as more people continued to arrive from Poland, the parish 
saw the need to reopen Holy Cross School. The old church was converted into a school, a role it 
had played years before at St. Anthony Parish. It was divided into two sections by a movable wall, 
one end for the younger students and the other for the older. The problem of getting teachers for 
the school was solved in 1894 with the assignment of three Franciscan Sisters of the Rochester Pro- 
vince, Sisters Assumpta, Cleopha and Isidore. Sister Assumpta was the principal and taught the older 
children. Sister Cleopha taught the younger children; Sister Isidore, assumed the respon¬sibilities 
of convent housekeeper.

Shortly after Holy Cross School reopened in 1894, the first pastor of Holy Cross, Father James 
Pacholski, was transferred to be pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka Church in Winona.

The new pastor of Holy Cross Church was Father Henry Jajeski. Before coming to Holy Cross, Father 
Jajeski was the first pastor of St. Casimir's Church in St. Paul. Father Jajeski was born in Poland in 
1857 and came to the United States at an early age. He attended St. John's University in Collegeville, 
Minnesota and the Sulpician Seminary at Montreal, Canada, where he was ordained on December 
22, 1883.

Father Jajeski was an accomplished musician. Upon his arrival in 1894 he organized the first Holy 
Cross Choir with 22 members. He sometimes served as director of the choir along with his sister, 
Frances Meka, who was the organist, a position that she held for 25 years. The organ used at the 
time was a foot operated pedal type. Hymns were sung in Polish and Latin.

Father Jajeski was a strict disciplinarian. The new immigrants, uprooted from their traditional com-
munities and often isolated from their nearest and dearest of kin, found it difficult to assimilate into 
the Polish American community with its religious and moral values. The new immigrants were like 
men adrift in a strange and treacherous sea. Father Jajeski is remembered as being moved nearly 
to tears while preaching to his parishioners jading with them to lead a good Christian life, just as 
they had done in Poland.

Holy Cross had its first parishioner ordained a priest in 1899. Father Ignatius Murlowski said his 
first Solemn Mass at Holy Cross on July 2, 1899. In poor health, he lived at Holy Cross for much of 
his priesthood. Father Murlowski died of cancer in 1903 at the age of 32.
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With the influx of children, Father Jajeski saw the need for a new school and convent. He want-
ed to buy the entire square block of property from Sixteenth to Seventeenth Avenues and from 
University Avenue to Fourth Street. His parish committee objected to this proposal because 
there still was a debt on the church building. Instead, in 1900, the parish bought only five lots on 
Seventeenth Avenue and Fourth Street across the street from the church for $1,800 as a site for 
a new school and convent.

To accommodate the growing number of sisters teaching in the school, a new, larger convent was 
built in 1901. It was a frame brick veneer building, 25 by 38 feet.

The need for a new school became more urgent and in July, 1905, the initial steps were taken to 
consult with architects and contractors. The architects had a good model in the new St. Boniface 
School which had just been built. The parish committee presented plans for a proposed Holy 
Cross School to Archbishop Ireland. He at first refused permission because he did not think the 
parish could raise the funds needed; but permission was given and the foundation of the new 
school was laid in November, 1905. When the school building was completed in 1906, it cost 
about $50,000. Parishioner assessments, bazaars, picnics at Lake Johanna and ice cream socials 
were used to raise the money.

The new Holy Cross School which opened in the fall of 1906 had eight classrooms, two large 
meeting rooms, a library and a gymnasium-auditorium. With the completion of the new school, 
the old church, which had served as a school, was sold to St. John the Baptist Parish for $335 as 
its first church. Few buildings could boast of serving the religious and educational needs of so 
many congregations.

In 1906 the Holy Cross Church building already was too small for the greatly growing number of 
parishioners; so galleries were added to increase the seating capacity from 500 to 800.

Cost of the building program in the past few years brought financial pressures on the Parish. With 
the pressures there rose a divisive element. Some parishioners wanted to assume the full control 
of parish finances. This attitude sometimes is called "trusteeism."

Starting in 1907 trusteeism began to influence certain members of the parish committee and 
caused conflict between them and Father Jajeski. In those days the pastor counted the collections. 
The parish committee reasoned that the counting function was its responsibility. As a result of the 
conflict, a divisive spirit grew in the parish and complaints were made to the Archbishop.

In 1908, Father Jajeski received permission to take a leave of absence and spent the summer in 
Europe. Father Vincent Yany took his place for the summer and during that time organized a ba-
zaar and other social functions that raised $4,000 for a new organ. That organ served Holy Cross 
Church until 1958.

Things improved with the presence of young newly ordained priests. Father Francis Matz was 
appointed assistant pastor at Holy Cross after his ordination in 1911. He stayed a year and was 
replaced by Father Frank Rakowski, a native son of Holy Cross who was ordained in 1912. Father 
Rakowski is remembered as a priest who sacrificed time, talent and money for the children attend-
ing Holy Cross School. He bought footballs and baseballs for the boys and paid for the windows 
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that they broke with the balls. The artificial barrier between priest and people was broken down.

Although the assistant pastor was popular, the pastor still was experiencing much conflict with 
the parish committee and with other parishioners. Father Jajeski asked to be transferred back to 
St. Casimir 's Parish and the Archbishop granted his request effective January 1, 1914.

Father Ambrose Kryjewski became the next pastor of Holy Cross. Father Kryjewski was born in 
Poland on December, 7, 1879. He attended St. Thomas College and the St. Paul Seminary and was 
ordained on June 12, 1907. Father Kryjewski brought enthusiasm to his new pastorate. In 1914 
he started the St. Aloysius Society for young men and the Sodality of Our Lady for young women.

The priests at Holy Cross certainly had plenty to do. In 1914 there were 438 baptisms and 147 
weddings. At times as many as seven couples were married at one nuptial Mass. In 1914 Holy Cross 
School had 695 students. Each nun was teaching a class of about 58 students.

In September, 1914, Father Rakowski was transferred to be pastor at Wilno. Holy Cross then re-
ceived two new assistant priests, Father Max Klesmit and Father Stanley Meger.

These new priests came into a parish which was having serious problems. Circumstances, to a great 
measure beyond Father Kryjewski's control, led to a schism in March, 1914. A small segment of 
Holy Cross Parish left the parish to form Sacred Heart Polish National Catholic Church. The pres-
sures put upon Father Kryjewski were many and made his days at Holy Cross difficult. By this time 
the parish had a new complexion because of the many new immigrants from Poland since 1900. 
In March, 1915, Father Kryjewski was transferred from Holy Cross to Osseo.

The new pastor of Holy Cross Parish starting on May 9, 1915, was Father Joseph Cieminski. He was 
born in Poland on August 4, 1867, attended St. Thomas College and the St. Paul Seminary and was 
ordained by Archbishop Ireland. Father Cieminski has been called "the greatest among the Polish 
priests." He was a great orator, scholar, organizer and leader. He had the task of reunifying Holy 
Cross Parish and rekindling the faith and devotion of the parishioners.

To help him with this task, a new assistant pastor was assigned in June, 1915, the newly ordained 
Father Vincent Worzalla. Father Cieminski and Father Worzalla have been called the perfect team 
— "one heart, one soul, one purpose."

Their pastoral burden was lightened with the formation of two new Polish parishes in Northeast 
Minneapolis with former Holy Cross assistants as pastors. St. Hedwig's Parish was established in 
1914 with Father Max Klesmit as pastor. All Saints Parish was formed in 1916 with Father Francis 
Matz as pastor. That same year there was sad news of a tragedy. On March 4, 1916, the Feast of St. 
Casimir, Father Henry Jajeski, former pastor of Holy Cross Church, was shot to death in his confes-
sional at St. Casimir's Church in St. Paul by a woman who had caused him problems at Holy Cross.

Holy Cross School continued to flourish with a faculty of 16 sisters. In 1917 the Franciscan Sisters 
of Sylvania, Ohio, with Sister M. Leocadia as principal and superior, took charge of the school. The 
sisters have inspired many vocations from Holy Cross Parish. Between 1910 and 1927, 33 girls from 
Holy Cross became sisters, almost all of them Franciscans. There also were a number of vocations 
to the priesthood from Holy Cross including Stanley Julkowski, Andrew Handzel,
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Ladislaus Sledz, Andrew Wojciak and Joseph Lapinski.

Father Worzalla and Father Cieminski were busy forming new parish organizations including the 
Third Order of St. Francis and the St. Jacob Society in 1919, the Mothers Club in 1921 and Boy 
Scout Troop 50 in 1925.

In late 1919, the priests moved into a new rec¬tory. It was built on a portion of four lots purchas¬ed 
that year on Seventeenth and University Ave¬nues for $6,000. It was the site for the rectory and 
for a future church, the third tower of faith.

THIRD TOWER 1928-1986

The third tower of faith has withstood the buf¬fets of enormous change. The period from 1928 
to 1986 has been a time of strength, decline and renewal.

The strength of the parish was shown in the building of a new church, convent, school and rec-
reation center.

Archbishop Austin Dowling laid the corner¬stone for the new church at the corner of Univer¬sity 
and Seventeenth Avenues Northeast on a rainy July 4th, in 1927. Measuring 71 by 155 feet, it was 
built at a cost of about $150,000 and dedicated on September 16, 1928, by Archbishop Dowling 
(see photo on page 67). The pastor, Father Joseph Cieminski celebrated the dedication Mass, 
assisted by Fathers Vincent Worzalla and Andrew Wojciak. Monsignor James Pacholski, the first 
pastor of Holy Cross, preached the sermon.

Father Vincent Worzalla, who had been assistant at Holy Cross from 1915 to 1924, returned in 
October, 1932, as pastor. Father Worzalla was born on April 5, 1889, in Winona. He studied at the 
Polish Seminary in Detroit, St. Stanislaus in Chicago and the St. Paul Seminary until his ordination 
on June 8, 1915. After spending the first nine years of his priesthood at Holy Cross, he became 
pastor in Silver Lake in 1924.

Father Worzalla is remembered for his dynamic leadership at Holy Cross which included paying off 
the debt on the church in the first five years of his pastorate. In 1939 at a cost of about $20,000 
he remodeled the church including new marble altars from Italy. He also continued to encourage 
the people of the parish to be active in the parish organizations including the Holy Name Society, 
which was started in 1934 and later reorganized into Polish, English and Junior Units.

The sisters' convent was too small for the 16 sisters teaching in Holy Cross School. In 1941 a new 
convent was built next to the rectory. The new convent was constructed at a cost of about $60,000 
and was able to accommodate 22 sisters.

The school also was becoming more and more inadequate for the continuing large enrollment. 
Father Worzalla, who in 1947 became a monsignor and his assistant priests urged all of the parish 
organizations to raise money for a new school. In April, 1949, with their help and the generosity of 
many parishioners, enough money was raised to break ground for a new school on Fourth Street 
next to the old school. On April 30, 1950, the new school, built at a cost of about $425,000, was 
dedicated by Archbishop John Gregory Murray.
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In 1951 Monsignor Worzalla left Holy Cross to become pastor of Holy Trinity Church in South St. 
Paul. Father Joseph Siegienski, the pastor of Holy Trinity, became the pastor of Holy Cross. Father 
Siegienski was born on February 18, 1902, in Thorp, Wisconsin. He attended St. Bonaventure College 
in Pulaski, Wisconsin and the St. Paul Seminary and was ordained June 11, 1927.

Father Siegienski had the challenge of paying off the debt on the new school and raising money for 
the new recreation center, which was built next to the school in 1953. The new addition in¬cluded 
bowling alleys and a combination auditorium-gymnasium .

Up to this time, during the pastorates of Cieminski, Worzalla and Siegienski, Holy Cross Parish had 
very active organizations and winning athletic teams. In addition to the organizations already men-
tioned, Holy Cross was blessed with a very active dramatic club which was started in 1925 under 
the pastorate of Father Cieminski.

In 1957 the church was redecorated and in 1958 a new pipe organ was dedicated. Father Siegienski, 
who had become a monsignor in 1957, started a Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) Board in 
1958 to coordinate various religious education programs for children, youth, and adults. In 1958, 
1959 and 1960 programs of religious education for children in public schools, religion classes for 
retarded children, a high school of religion and various adult discussion clubs were started. Father 
Robert Sipe, the first non-Polish assistant at Holy Cross, became spiritual director of the CCD in 1959.

Father Sipe was ordained on February 22, 1959 by Archbishop William Brady with a class which 
included three young men from Holy Cross Parish — Fathers Frank Decowski, Theodore Guminga, 
and Edward Chmielewski. That was one of the happiest, proudest days in the history of Holy Cross 
Parish.

A complete list of assistant pastors at Holy Cross will be found in the section 'Pastors and Associates' 
of this book; but special mention should be made of two priests who served as assistants at Holy 
Cross for the longest time. Father Thaddeus Koziol was at Holy Cross from 1947 to 1957. Father 
Vincent Colon served at Holy Cross from 1951 to 1953 and from 1957 to 1965.

In accordance with the liturgical changes brought about by the Second Vatican Council, Holy Cross 
started having lectors and commentators in 1964. It also was one of the first parishes in Minne-
apolis to have Mass facing the people. Other firsts at Holy Cross were the ordination in 1967 of 
the first parishioner from the parish to join a religious order of priests, Father Neil Emon, O.S.C. 
(Crosier Fathers); and on February 24, 1968, Carron Gutwinski of Holy Cross and James Graf, the 
son of a Lutheran minister, were married at Holy Cross. The Nuptial Mass was celebrated by Father 
Eugene Roden and the groom's father officiated at the wedding with per-mission from the Sacred 
Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith in Rome.

While the 1960's were exciting years at Holy Cross, they also were difficult years. There was a sig-
nificant decline in church collections, bowling income, children's collections and school enrollment. 
During some of these years Holy Cross had only two priests instead of the three to which it had 
become accustomed. Interest and activity within parish organizations dropped dramatically and so 
did the registered membership of the parish. A Holy Cross census in 1955 showed the parish had 
3,919 members with 503 children of preschool age. By 1970 a new census showed the parish had 
only 2, 915 members with 474 children under the age of 12.
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The dramatic decline in membership and income at Holy Cross and other parishes in Northeast 
Minneapolis made it necessary to consolidate parish schools. In 1969 the Northeast Regional School 
System for parochial schools and religious instruction was formed. Eleven parishes formed the 
original Northeast Regional School. They were Holy Cross, St. Anthony, St. Boniface, St. Clements, 
St. Constantine, St. Cyril, St. Hedwig, St. Lawrence, St. Maron, All Saints and Our Lady of Lourdes.

Each parish subsidized the regional system in an amount according to the number of students from 
the parish. The regional system paid rent for the use of school buildings at Holy Cross, St. Cyril and 
St. Boniface. Even with the change to the regional system, Holy Cross had difficulty paying its share 
for the school. It also was very painful for some people at Holy Cross to accept the fact that after 
many years of sacrifice to build and maintain school buildings, there no longer was a Holy Cross 
School but a Northeast Regional School which rented a building from Holy Cross.

After being pastor of Holy Cross Church for more than 20 years, longer than any other pastor 
of Holy Cross, Monsignor Siegienski resigned and retired in July, 1972. Some parishioners were 
so deeply concerned about his resignation and the possibility that it was being forced by the 
Archbishop that they started a petition to have the resignation rescinded, allowing Monsignor 
Siegienski to continue as pastor. But like every faithful servant who knows there is a right time to 
pass on responsibilities to others, Monsignor Siegien¬ski concluded his ministry at Holy Cross in 
the summer of 1972.

Following Monsignor Siegienski, leadership of Holy Cross passed to Father Tony Muskala, a priest 
well known and loved in Northeast Minneapolis. A native of Northeast, he was born January 4, 
1918, grew up and served for many years as assistant pastor at All Saints Parish. Father Muskala 
is remembered for his great friendliness, availability and especially for his many hospital visits to 
anyone with a Polish name.

Shortly after his arrival at Holy Cross, Father Muskala was joined by two part-time priests who 
were doing graduate study, Father Bob Wiley, S.M. and Father Les Balczewski, S.J., a priest from 
Poland. With their arrival, the weekend Mass schedule included two Saturday evening Masses and 
on Sunday a Polish Mass at 7 a.m. and another Polish Mass once a month at 1 p.m.

With Father Muskala's coming, there was a great upsurge in interest and activity at Holy Cross. Lay 
people were given more responsibility. A Parish Board was formed May 1975 consisting of Peter 
Haider, Gene Peszynski, Frank Pecchia and Kay Szymanski. Peter Haider and Gene Peszynski also 
served as parish trustees. The trustees along with the pastor were given the power to sign parish 
checks with two signatures required for any check. Pastoral attitudes had changed greatly from 
years before when there was a conflict over socalled trusteeism.

A festival was started in September, 1975. The two trustees, Peter Haider and Gene Peszynski, 
were the co-chairmen of that festival. Never before in the history of Holy Cross had the trustees 
been the chairmen of a moneymaking venture. With the profit from the 1975 festival the parish 
again was able to pay all its bills on time.

Father Muskala appointed lay Communion Distributors and women lectors for the first time at 
Holy Cross. He strengthened the choirs. Parish organizations such as the Holy Name and Rosary 
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Societies came back to life again. Many young people started attending Holy Cross because of the 
activities provided for them. The parish spirit continued to flourish under the direction of Father 
Muskala and his assistant, Father Joseph Pinkosh who was assigned in June, 1974. Father Pinkosh 
was also a native of All Saints Parish in Northeast Minneapolis.

Holy Cross was greatly saddened by the sudden death of Father Muskala on September 30, 1977.

Father Frank Decowski became pastor of Holy Cross in December, 1977. Born on July 3, 1933, Father 
Decowski grew up as a member of Holy Cross Parish. He is the first native son to become pastor 
of the parish.

Plans for renovation of Holy Cross Church started by Father Muskala were carried out by Father 
Decowski as a memorial to his predecessor. The decoration and restoration of the church, which 
began January 2, 1979, included enlarging the sanctuary, a new altar of sacrifice, new lighting, 
rooms of reconciliation, new floor, and painting. During the renovation, Mass was held in the school 
auditorium. To combine the original layout with the new plans, the former Communion rail was 
reconstructed into two Communion stations and the base of the new altar of sacrifice. The original 
front panels from the confessionals were used for the new rooms of reconciliation. The Baptismal 
font was relocated in the chapel of St. Joseph in the front of the church.

In June 1983 the bowling alleys in the basement of the Recreation Center were closed because of a 
lack of interest and that space became Kolbe Center in honor of Saint Maximilian Kolbe. In the Cen-
ter, funeral luncheons and other activities are held. Father Decowski started a Senior Citizens Group 
with monthly Mass, coffee and doughnuts and gettogethers as well as occasional special outings.

In the school building the parish has two rooms which Father Decowski has named the Pioneer Room 
in honor of the pioneers of the parish and the Pope John Paul II Room in honor of our Polish Pope.

In a new assignment for nuns, Sister Dolores Florek, O.S.F. served as the first parish visitor starting 
in 1978. She, being the only sister employed by Holy Cross Parish, lived in the Holy Cross Convent 
along with Franciscan, Notre Dame and Dominican Sisters, who staffed the Northeast Regional 
School and St. Anthony Eldercare on Main Street. Sister Dolores served as parish visitor until the 
summer of 1985 when Sister Benita Kordiak, O.S.F. took her place.

Parish organizations remain active with numerous projects and activities. Lay people continue to 
be very involved on every level including spiritual activities such as bringing Holy Communion to 
shut-ins.

Father Decowski has installed a Shrine to Our Lady of Czestochowa in a place of honor in Holy Cross 
Church with a painting of Our Lady done in Poland and donated by the Polish White Eagle Associa- 
tion. An area in the church dedicated to Pope John Paul II, a gift of Joseph Kapala was established 
at the same time. Father has brought back parish missions, renewals and more Polish Masses.

In dedication to Our Lady on October 8, 1983, Group 25 of the Polish White Eagle Association 
donated to Holy Cross a banner of Our Lady of Czestochowa which was made in Poland. It has a 
picture of Our Lady on one side and a likeness of Pope John Paul II on the other. Group 25 of the 
P.W.E.A. is comprised of recent Polish immigrants.
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In 1981, Father Decowski brought in a full-time priest from Poland, Father Antoni Bury of the Society 
of Christ. Father Bury also ministers to the many recent new immigrants from Poland, some who 
were confirmed by the present Pope when he was Bishop in Poland.

Father Gerald Dvorak, a native of Northeast and St. Cyril's Parish, has been an associate pastor at 
Holy Cross since June, 1984.

Amid all the changes, Holy Cross has parishioners who have lived in the parish and sometimes on 
the same block or even in the same house all their lives. Some parishioners still living at this writing 
have lived in Holy Cross Parish for nearly 100 years.

In some families four generations have been members of Holy Cross Parish. These old-time families 
along with the younger people who have joined them through the years are the actual towers of 
faith who grace Northeast Minneapolis and far beyond.

One family who has had four generations of Holy Cross brides is that of Anna Wetoska. Her mother 
and father, Helena Niznik and Karolum Bednarczik were married on April 23, 1903, by Father Jajes-
ki. Anna Bednarczik and Stephen Wetoska were married on August 18, 1923, by Father Worzalla. 
Anna's daughter Florence Wetoska and Edmund Godlewski were married on October 5, 1946 by 
Father Worzalla. Anna's granddaughter, Annemarie Godlewski and Donald Zierden were married 
on June 8, 1985, by Father Decowski.

The Polish heritage continues to be strong at Holy Cross. While today only a limited number of 
people at Holy Cross speak only the Polish language or attend services in Polish, many continue 
to appreciate Polish customs such as breaking of the wafers called Oplatki on Christmas Eve and 
eating blessed food at Easter. They continue to appreciate Forty Hours Devotion and Polish hymns 
and songs like 'Serdeczna Matko'. Above all, they continue to appreciate the Catholic faith of their 
Polish ancestors.

 Epilogue — The Celebration

The centennial year celebration for Holy Cross Parish culminated with the most important event of 
the year, a special Mass on Sunday, September 14, 1986. It was a dark, cloudy, rainy day but inside 
Holy Cross Church, it was brilliant. The Mass began at noon but the faithful arrived well before that 
time and when the liturgy started, the church was filled to capacity. Archbishop John R. Roach of 
the Archdiocese of St. Paul/Minneapo¬lis, was the celebrant; Father Frank Decowski and Deacon 
Lawrence Sierzant were his assistants. John Cardinal Krol, Archdiocese of Philadelphia, presided with 
Father Ted Guminga and Father Neil Emon as his assistants. Also in attendance were many priests 
— former parishioners — assistants and clergy from neighboring parishes — and special friends.

Prior to the beginning of the Mass, the choir sang hymns in English and Polish and finished with 
'America the Beautiful'. The Introductory Rite began with a statement of the reason for the liturgical 
service by the Commentator, Leonard Urbaniak. This was followed with a procession into church.

During the Liturgy of the Word, the scripture readings were read by lectors Frank Pecchia and Frank 
Kozub. Father Antoni Bury read the scriptural readings in Polish and Deacon Lawrence Sierzant 
read the Gospel.
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In his homily Archbishop Roach described the qualities of a parish faithful to Jesus Christ. "Those 
qualities are," he said: "1) a sense of community in which the sorrows and joys of one's sisters and 
brothers are shared by the rest, 2) a sense of responsibility beyond the boundaries of the parish 
showing concern for all our sisters and brothers and 3) a thirst for holiness shown by a serious 
concern about our relationship to Jesus Christ."

Archbishop Roach said that he believes these qualities describe Holy Cross Parish. "These qualities 
are not static," he said. "We must grow in those qualities. May God lead us to a new horizon. May 
the next 100 years be a time when those who follow you respond to the gifts of faith. I pray that 
what you have built in these 100 years may continue to grow and prosper with the Lord's grace."

The Liturgy of the Eucharist began with the preparation of the altar and then the gifts of bread and 
wine were brought up by Mr. and Mrs. Louis Hudoba, who were married at Holy Cross on November 
6, 1912. After the Communion Rite

and the Concluding Rite, Melanie and Matthew Spencer, in ethnic Polish dress, brought flowers to 
Cardinal Krol and Archbishop Roach. Hymns in Polish, English and Latin were beautifully sung by 
the Holy Cross Choir under the direction of Roger Zabinski, with Mary Poepping as organist.

After the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, hundreds of parishioners and other guests went to the Prom 
Ballroom in St. Paul for a banquet. Greetings from Pope John Paul II, President Ronald Reagan, 
Governor Rudy Perpich, Senator Rudy Boschwitz and Representative Martin Sabo were read at 
the banquet.

The toastmaster Bernard Szymczak pointed out that in the past 100 years there have been more 
than 12,000 baptisms and more than 4,000 wed¬dings and more than 4,000 funerals at Holy Cross 
Church. Sister Andree Chorzempa, the Superior General of the Franciscan Sisters of Sylvania, Ohio, 
said that more than 100 sisters of that order were from Holy Cross Parish.

In his introduction of Cardinal Krol, the main speaker at the banquet, Archbishop Roach said, "I 
have the feeling you are celebrating, not only the 100th Anniversary of your parish, but also your 
roots, your heritage." The Archbishop then introduced Cardinal Krol, the first Polish-American 
Cardinal, Past President of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and a close friend of 
Pope John Paul II.

Cardinal Krol described Pope John Paul II as a man at peace with himself, at peace with others and 
at peace with God. "He is a man on his knees before the Blessed Sacrament. He is a fun fellow. He 
has the joy of the Holy Spirit," Cardinal Krol said.

The Cardinal went on to describe how the living faith of the people of Poland is their joy while living 
under oppression and he explained of where we Polish people came from, where we are and where 
we are going. At the end of the Cardinal's speech there was a spontaneous singing of "Sto Lat."

In concluding remarks Father Frank Decowski, Pastor of Holy Cross, said "Holy Cross has had three 
churches and each tower has been higher than the last. Watch out IDS when the next Holy Cross 
tower is built. Let us accept the challenge of doing the Lord's work."
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As people left the Prom Ballroom, the weather was still rainy and the sky was dark and gloomy, 
but in spirit the people had a sense of a light that will always shine.

 VOCATIONS

Holy Cross Parish attributes some of its richest blessings to the generous response that so many of 
its members have made to God's invitation to His service. The Pastors, Associate Pastors, Sisters and 
parents have worked, prayed and encouraged young men and women to enter the religious life. 
The Parish hopes for continued favor in God's sight as it prays for an increase in religious vocations.

On the occasion of this Centennial Jubilee, the people of Holy Cross parish proudly enumerate its 
members who have accepted His invitation to serve.

 Men of the Parish Accepting His Call

Young men of the parish ordained to the Priesthood include:

Name Ordained
________________________________________________________

Rev. Ignatius Murlowski June 29, 1899
Rev. Francis J. Rakowski June 7, 1912
Rev. Stanislaus Julkowski June 12, 1917
Rev. Ladislaus S. Sledz, D.D. June 10, 1922
Rev. Andrew A. Handzel June 10, 1928
Msgr. Joseph F. Łapiński June 10, 1928
Rev. Andrew P. Wójciak June 9, 1929
Rev. Henry J. Sledz June 4, 1932
Msgr. Paul L. Kościelniak June 6, 1936
Rev. Edward L. Wojtowicz October 7, 1944
Rev. Edward L. Szymański May 31, 1947
Rev. Jerome J. Janski June 3, 1950
Rev. Edward A. Chmielewski February 22, 1959
Rev. Frank J. Decowski February 22, 1959
Rev. Theodore C. Guminga February 22, 1959
Rev. Alfred L. Janicke February 19, 1961
Rev. Stanley J. Masłowski February 2, 1963
Rev. Neil Emon, O.S.C. June 3, 1967
Rev. Stanley V. Sledz May 24, 1969
Rev. Paul A. Jaroszeski May 29, 1976
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 Women of the Parish Accepting His Call

The sisters of St. Francis of Sylvania, Ohio taught in our school and were a great influence on the 
young girls of the parish many of whom entered the religious life. Besides the Franciscan Sisters 
of Sylvania, Ohio, there are young women who entered the Franciscan Sisters of Rochester, Min-
nesota, Sisters of St. Joseph, St. Paul, Minnesota and the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart, 
Mokena, Illinois.

Three members of the Parish have been elected to the position of General Superior of the Sylva-
nia Franciscan community. They include the current General Superior, Sister M. Andree (Dorothy 
Chorzempa) and former Superiors Mother M. Stanislaus (Sophia Watychowicz) from 1966 to 1972 
and Mother M. Justinian (Helen Warpeha) from 1954 to 1966. Photographs were not available for 
Mother M. Stanislaus and Mother M. Justinian.

In recent years, some sisters have changed their religious name. Therefore, in the following enu-
meration, where a name change was made, the former religious name is shown in parenthesis.

 Sisters of St. Francis - Sylvania, Ohio

Religious Name Secular Name Entrance Date

Sister M. Celestine  Julia Antczak  September 5, 1922 
Sister M. Angela  Rose Antczak August 14, 1920
Sister M. Alphonse  Mary Bednarczyk  June 24, 1921
Sister M. Alveria  Louise Bielarczyk  February 15, 1917
Sister M. Marie Therese  Magdalen Bochniak  October 2, 1915
Sister M. Marie Paul  Laurentia Bochniak  August 6, 1940
Sister M. Devota  Bernice Bodinski June 22, 1940
Sister Ann Marie (Clare)  Ann M. Chmielewski  June 22, 1954
Sister M. Andree  Dorothy Chorzempa  August 3, 1939
Sister M. Alexius  Mary Cyrwus  June 26, 1924
Sister M. Calixta  Angela Czyszczon  May 18, 1919
Sister M. Andrew Veronica Czyszczon  August 22, 1934
Sister M. Barbara  Mary Decowski  May 18, 1919
Sister M. Petronella  Julia Dombeck  September 8, 1919
Sister M. Beatrice Sophia Dombeck  September 8, 1919
Sister M. Ann Marie  Ann Marie Emon  June 17, 1963
Sister M. Modesta  Frances Fiega  June 27, 1918
Sister M. Rosanne  Genevieve Gacek  September 1, 1938
Sister M. Reginald  Rose Gawel  September 17, 1940
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Sister Pauline (M. Giovanni)  Pauline Gazda  August 3, 1939
Sister Cecile (M. Rose Cecile)  Cecile Denise Głodek  August 5, 1954
Sister M. Avita Rose Grabski  June 17, 1932
Sister M. Rufina  Anna Janowiec  October 8, 1918
Sister M. Margaret  Veronica Janowiec  August 16, 1939
Sister M. Maxentia Henrica Jarosz September 8, 1919
Sister M. Luke  Mary Kaczmarzynski  August 31, 1911
Sister M. Gonzaga  Frances Kazek  July 3, 1917 
Sister M. Aurelia Stephanie Koch June 28, 1928
Sister M. Matthias Gladys Koliński June 23, 1931
Sister M. Gerald Augusta Kondziolka August 22, 1934
Sister M. Arcadia Anna Kondziolka August 6, 1927
Sister M. Lorraine Stephanie Kondziolka June 26, 1930
Sister M. Remigia Louise Kościelniak September 8, 1919
Sister M. Benigna Victoria Kościelniak August 6, 1927
Sister M. Kathleen Helen Kuduk September 1, 1940
Sister M. Ruth Stanislas Kuduk June 28, 1928
Sister M. Hilda Elizabeth Kulka May 8, 1918
Sister M. Damien Leocadia Kwieciński June 25, 1926
Sister M. Augustine Pelagia Kwieciński June 24, 1920
Sister M. Francis Regis Leocadia Liberkowski July 3, 1917
Sister M. Victorine Rose Łopata June 25, 1931
Sister M. Francis Stephanie Łopata June 25, 1926
Sister Mary Ann (M. Albert) Mary Ann Małachowski August 17, 1953
Sister M. Georgiann Veronica Manikowski June 18, 1943
Sister M. Denise Angela Masłowski September 1, 1938
Sister M. Anita Victoria Masłowski June 23, 1931
Sister M. Annette Veronica Miazga June 24, 1944
Sister M. Andrea Regina Michalski December 11, 1919
Sister M. Mercedes Angela Mleczko August 21, 1933
Sister M. Veronica Catherine Mroszczak June 24, 1920
Sister M. Corinne Rita Mroszczak August 10, 1940
Sister M. David Frances Narog December 26, 1935
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Sister M. Bernice (Martin) Bernice Pasiewitz June 24, 1944
Sister M. Rosaria Joan Petra August 8, 1936
Sister M. Claudia Anna Podgorski August 6, 1927
Sister M. Laurene Michaeline Popławski August 6, 1938
Sister M. Laura Pauline Popławski August 6, 1938
Sister M. Aquinas Catherine Rolek June 24, 1921
Sister M. Seraphine Stephanie Rucki August 14, 1920
Sister Joan (M. Cuthbert) Joan Rutz August 21, 1945
Sister M. Gratia Anna Rycerz August 9, 1930
Sister M. Thomasine Anna Sieńko June 26, 1924
Sister M. Bernetta Mabel Skorka January 6, 1938
Sister M. Benvenuta Victoria Sobon October 11, 1917
Sister Jeanine (M. Prudentia) Jeanine C. Sokołowski August 31, 1948
Sister M. Monica Helen Stanek June 27, 1918
Sister M. Adele Sophia Stanowski June 26, 1929
Sister M. Loyola Albina Stecz June 24, 1921
Sister M. Rose Mary Stecz August 6, 1927
Sister M. Euphrasia Catherine Swaja August 27, 1920
Sister M. Evangel ista Louise Swiatecka July 1, 1898
Sister M. Henrica Catherine Szpajer August 20, 1896
Sister M. Inez Angeline Tabaka August 8, 1936
Sister M. Gerard Regina Tomaszewski August 14, 1920
Sister M. Blandina Mary Tomczyk June 25, 1925
Sister M. Helen Clare Bernadette Tomczyk August 22, 1934
Sister M. Priscilla Dorothy Tykwinski August 21, 1945
Sister M. Apolonia  Thecla Waclawik  June 28, 1918
Mother M. Justinian  Helen Warpeha  August 24, 1914
Sister M. Frances X. Cabrini  Margaret Warpeha  June 18, 1943
Sister M. Camillus  Mary Watychowicz  August 22, 1912
Sister M. Bernadine  Anna Watychowicz  October 11, 1917
Mother M. Stanislas  Sophia Watychowicz  September 6, 1910
Sister M. Emilia  Genevieve Wojciak  September 8, 1919
Sister M. Bertille  Anna Worwa  August 9, 1930
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Sister Rose Mary (M. Rose Mary)  Mary Worwa  September 1, 1922
Sister M. Eugenia  Magdalene Zajac  February 19, 1916
Sister M. Eleanor Stella Zajac  October 10, 1918

 Sisters of St. Francis - Rochester, Minnesota

Sister M. Marie Terese I Magdalene Bochniak October 2, 1915
Sister M. Luke I Mary Kaczmarzynski August 31, 1911
Sister M. Sabina Helen Kochowska September 13, 1913
Sister M. Honoria Catherine Kraska August 28, 1916
Sister M. Inez I Angela Marszalek September 30, 1916
Sister M. Urban Mary Matysiak March 30, 1915
Sister M. Theophane Rose Henrietta Należny August 22, 1912
Sister M. Julian I Julia Nizon August 28, 1916
Sister M. Práxedes II Josephine Kaszuba Nowak March 19, 1913
Sister M. Clement Anna Patek August 28, 1916
Sister M. Clementine II Mary Piergies February 19. 1916
Sister M. Ermalinda Agnes Pietrowska March 19, 1913
Sister M. Lidwina Mary Rakowska June 6, 1893
Sister M. Evangelista I Louisa Swiatecka July 1, 1898
Sister M. Henrica I Catherine Szpager August 20, 1896
Sister M. Justinian Helen Warpeha August 24, 1914
Sister M. Camilla II Mary Watychowicz August 22, 1912
Sister M. Stanislaus II Sophia Watychowicz September 6, 1910
Sister M. Placida Julia Wróbel February 19, 1916
Sister M. Eugenia I Magdalene Zajac February 19, 1916

 Sisters of St. Joseph - St. Paul, Minnesota 

Sister Ann Michele Monica Therese Jadlowski September 8, 1948

 Sisters of St. Francis of the Sacred Heart - Mokena, Illinois

Sister Therese Ann Stasik Therese Ann Stasik September 1, 1972


