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  In Retrospect... St. Adalbert Church.
  Diamond Jubilee 1881-1956 Saint Adalbert's Church, 
  St. Paul, MN, p. 15-23.   CAP at Orchard Lake. 

The history of the Catholics of Polish extraction in St. Paul dates from the year 1870. After the 
tripartition of Poland (1773-1793-1795), the Poles became victims of persecution and tyranny in 
all three districts. The governments of Russia and Prussia especially endeavored to extirpate not 
only the Polish language, but also the at-tachment of the Poles to the Catholic Church. Many of the 
liberty-loving people sought refuge in the land of the free and the home of the brave. Minnesota 
with its vast expanse of fertile land, especially beckoned the pioneer Pole, a tiller of the soil.

 Rome Assigns First Pastor

Not being strong enough in number to attempt the organization of a distinctively Polish parish, the 
Poles formed together with the Bohemian Catholics of the city t.he parish of St. Stanislaus in 1871. 
On a plot of ground given to them by Rt. Rev. Thomas L. Grace, this combined congregation erected 
a small church at the corner of Western Avenue and Superior Street.

Their first pastor was Father J. Barszcz, a Pole, whom Archbishop Ireland, the vicar-general of the 
diocese, obtained from Rome. In 1874, Father Steinacher, a Bohemian, assumed the pastorate and 
remained until 1877, when Father Stroelke, a Pole, succeeded him. In 1878, Father F. Tichy became 
the pastor. By this time the population of the Poles in St. Paul had increased to such an extent (ap-
proximately 100 families) that the church was found too small for the needs of a dual congregation.

 Poles Organize Parish

The characteristics of the Poles — love of the language, the tradition, the customs, and the national 
culture — encouraged the loyal sons to action. The more energetic ones formed a committee to 
organize a distinctively Polish parish. While plans for the erection of the new church were under 
consideration, the newly organized congregation performed their religious duties at the old cathedral 
on St. Peter and Seventh Streets, where they were directed by the missionary, Father Lawrence Za-
wadski. Two lots on the corner of Charles and Galtier Streets were purchased for the sum of $600.00 
from Mr. Michel. Anthony Nadolny, Joseph Rosenthal, Sr. and Joseph Matz, Sr. were the committee 
in charge. When they submitted their plans to the Rt. Rev. Thomas L. Grace, bishop of St. Paul, he 
not only approved them but also contributed $100.00 to the building fund and authorized Joseph 
Matz and Frank Lemke to solicit contributions toward the erection of the new church.
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Mr. Joseph Matz and Mr. Frank Lemke are hereby authorized to solicit contributions to¬ward the 
erection of a church for the use of Pol¬ish Catholics of St. Paul. We have all confi¬dence in the 
honesty and fidelity of these two gentlemen.

Thomas L. Grace St. Paul 
Bishop of St. Paul
18 June 1881

This authorization was received by the parishioners very enthusiastically. After their day's work they 
themselves spent the early hours of the evening hauling stone and setting the foundation for the 
structure. They then purchased the old French church on the corner of Tenth and Cedar Streets for 
$300.00 and had it moved to the new site.

Upon its completion, Father Joseph Horbaczewski assumed the pastorate. On Sunday, November 
20, 1881, the church was dedicated by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Grace assisted by Abbé A. Ravoux, vicar- 
general, and Father J. Horbaczewski. The church was placed under the patronage of St. Adalbert.

The parish was incorporated under the name of St. Adalbert by the Rt. Rev. Thomas L. Grace, the 
Rev. A. Ravoux, Frank Lemke, and J. Krolikowski. The structure of the church was modest but sturdy. 
It was a frame building 34 by 60 feet, built upon a solid limestone foundation with a small ell off 
the apse forming the sacristy.

The interior was artistic in its simplicity, having a nave and two aisles with galleries. It seated about 
400. The families of the parish numbered about 150.

 Parochial School Opens

Shortly after the dedication of the church, the first parochial school opened in the sacristy of the 
church. This arrangement soon proved inadequate and a small frame school was built on the pres-
ent site of the new church.

 Father Majer Assumes Pastorate

In September, 1883, when Father Horbaczewski resigned from the pastorate because of ill health, 
he was succeeded by the Rev. Dominic A. Majer.

Father Majer was born in Poland, December 28, 1838. After completing a course in the classics 
and in philosophy at Warsaw, he entered the theological department of the University of Vienna. 
He was ordained to the Holy Priesthood on July 7, 1861. In 1863, two years after his ordination, 
he joined his countrymen in their unsuccessful revolution against Russian oppression, serving as a 
military chaplain.

In 1873, Father Majer immigrated to America to engage in missionary work among his expatriated 
countrymen. Immediately he took charge of the Polish parish in Berlin, Wisconsin. Subsequently 
he was given charge of St. Adalbert's parish in Chicago. After a successful pastorate of five years, 
he returned to Wisconsin and assumed pastorate of the Sacred Heart parish at Pine Creek. In 1883, 
Father Majer attempted to visit his dying mother in his native land, but the Russian government 
refused his request to cross the border. On the return to this country, he joined the St. Paul diocese. 
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The same year he became pastor of St. Adalbert parish and served his people until his death in 1911.

 Brick Convent Built

Shortly after his appointment to the pastorate of St. Adalbert, Father Majer realized the necessity 
of a larger church to accommodate the ever-increasing number of his flock. In 1887, an addition 
was made which doubled the original dimensions of the church. In September of that same year 
a two-story brick convent was erected at a cost of $4,000.00. This became a residence for the first 
five Franciscan Sisters of Rochester, whom Father Majer placed in charge of the parochial school.

 Parishioners Erect Larger School

The school flourished, and in time necessitated more space. Father Majer urged the parishioners 
to erect a more commodious building. Immediately plans were made and funds were solicited.

Eight lots were purchased on the corner of Edmund and Galtier Streets, and in the fall of 1901, the 
cornerstone of the present school was laid. The following September, the building was completed 
and ready for use.

The school was a well-constructed two-story red brick building consisting of eight rooms, well-lighted 
and well-ventilated. The cost of the structure amounted to $25,000 and at the time of the dedication 
it was almost free from debt. The teaching staff had now increased to seven Sisters of St. Francis 
and the enrollment of pupils was approximately 400.

Dedication took place Sunday, October 26, 1902. The ceremony was conducted by the Rev. Casimir 
Kobylinski and the Rev. Henry Jazdzewski.

In September 1908, the Felician Sisters from Chicago, Illinois, took charge of the school. Three years 
later the number of teachers increased to provide an eight-classroom school. Sister Mary Felicita 
was the first superior. Her co-workers were: Sister Mary Wenceslaus, Sister Mary Xavier, Sister Mary 
Eugenia, Sister Mary Adjuta. Sister Mary Josephata, and Sister Mary Melania. All these Sisters, with 
the exception of Sister Mary Felicita, are still working in Christ's vinegard. During the ensuing years 
the following Sisters served as superiors: Sister Mary Wenceslaus, Sister Mary Helen, Sister Mary 
Luchesia, Sister Mary Adjuta, Sister Mary Cherubim, Sister Mary Nazaria, Sister Mary Baptista, Sister 
Mary Clara, Sister Mary Faber, and the present one is Sister Mary Mericia.

 Pope Honors Pastor

In May, 1906, Pope Pius X, at the request of Archbishop Ireland, raised Father Majer to the dignity  
of a Domestic Prelate, in recognition of his work for God and his fellowmen.

Soon after his investiture, which took place August 5, 1906, Msgr. Majer presented to his parishioners 
the project of building a more spacious and more appropriate house of worship. The announcement 
was received with great enthusiasm by his parishioners and on May 8, 1910, Archbishop Ireland, 
assisted by Msgr. Majer and a number of priests of the city, laid the cornerstone of the present 
Church of St. Adalbert.
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Unfortunately Msgr. Majer had been called by his Creator before the sacred edifice was completed. 
On March 11, 1911, after an illness lasting two weeks, he had died. His funeral took place in the 
new church, which had almost neared completion under his able guidance.

 Father Roy Succeeds Msgr. Majer

In April, 1911, the Rev. Peter A. Roy, was appointed successor to Msgr. Majer. Father Roy was reared 
in Long Lake, Minnesota. He attended the parochial school in Delano and entered the College of St. 
Thomas from which he graduated in June, 1901. The following September he entered the St. Paul 
Seminary for his philosophical and theological studies and was ordained to the priesthood on June 
12, 1907. After his ordination he was given charge of the parish at Ivanhoe, where he was stationed 
at the time of his appointment to St. Adalbert.

Under the zealous direction of Father Roy, the finishing touches were given to the new church and 
on Sunday, October 8, 1911, it was solemnly dedicated by Archbishop Ireland. The solemn high 
Mass was celebrated by the Rev. James Gara of Pine Creek, Wisconsin, assisted by the Rev. James 
Pacholski of Winona and the Rev. M. Gluba of South Omaha, Nebraska. At the dedication Archbishop 
Ireland delivered the sermon in English and Father Pacholski spoke in the Polish language.

 Church Has Form of Cross

The present edifice was designed by Boyer, Taylor, and Tewes, Architects, and built by the N. P. 
Fransen Construction Co. The general outline of the church is that of a cross. In style it approaches 
the Roman more closely than any other. It is 144 feet long and 60 feet wide. The transept is 84 feet 
across. The walls of the building are of colored pressed brick laid in colored mortar with trimmings 
of cut Bedford limestone. The twin towers rising 65 feet from the ground are modeled after those 
of the famous church of St. Barbara in Cracow, Poland. The interior is patterned on a Roman basilica 
with five Corinthain columns on each side of the nave from the rear of the transept. The finishing 
of the interior is of stained oak with golden oak pews, which can accommodate 900 people. The 
windows are of stained glass presenting figures of Christ, His Blessed Mother and of the Saints. 
The clerestory windows in the sanctuary and transept have symbolic representations of the life of 
Christ. The walls and ceiling present artistic features in the finest mosaic. The excellent lighting of 
the church is one of its outstanding features. The cost of the structure was $56,000.00.

Since its erection the edifice had undergone minor repairs. In the spring of 1923, the interior was 
completely renovated and decorated.

 Fire Ruins Old Church

On the completion of the new church, the old St. Adalbert's was converted into a hall for society 
gatherings and school entertainments. This treasured edifice had served its term when in the fall 
of 1915, it was destroyed by fire. It was torn down and the site added to the convent grounds.

 Rev. Peter A. Roy Dies-Sept. 4, 1950

After 39 years of hard and strenuous labor for God's glory, Father Roy went for his eternal reward 
to His Master on September 4, 1950. After 18 years, the disease of cancer of the throat cut the 
thread of his life.
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The Rev. Peter Roy served St. Adalbert's since April 11, 1911. At the time of his appointment 
to St. Adalbert's, Father Roy had to face and solve many complicated problems. He fell heir to 
a large financial obligation incurred by former building operations of the parish. Through able 
management he succeeded in paying out part of the debt. In addition to his financial success 
for the parish, Father Roy accomplished much along the lines of parochial organization. He also 
promoted the spiritual work in the church. Under his prudent and capable leadership the parish 
prospered both spiritually and financially.

 Rev. Max J. Matz Succeeds Rev. Peter A. Roy

On September 14. 1950, Rev. Max J. Matz received his appointment to minister to the needs of 
St. Adalbert parishioners.

The Rev. Max J. Matz was born in Ivanhoe, Minnesota on January 17, 1896. He graduated from 
Campion College in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, and then entered the St. Paul Seminary to study 
for the priesthood. He waived exemption to enter military service and served overseas in Company 
E, Seventh Ammunition Train, Seventh Division Regular Army, World War I.

After ordination to the priesthood on June 14, 1924, by Archbishop Austin Dowling, Father Matz 
was appointed assistant pastor to the parish of St. Adalbert for three years. In 1927, he was as-
signed assistant to All Saints Parish in Minneapolis. Two years later, he became pastor at SS. Cyril 
and Methodius Church in Taunton, Minnesota. In 1934, His Excellency the Rt. Rev. Archbishop 
John Murray acknowledging his administrative ability transferred him to a larger parish, St. John 
the Baptist in New Brighton, Minnesota, where he served as pastor for 17 years, that is, until his 
assignment to St. Adalbert.

Father Matz was a National Chaplain of the Veterans of Foreign Wars in 1934-35 and again in 
1948-49, and at present he is the State Chaplain of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. He also served 
as Chaplain of the House of Representatives in 1935, 1937, 1939, 1949 sessions, and 1953 and 
1955 sessions in the State Senate.

With the coming of Father Matz, St. Adalbert assumed a "new look." The church was completely 
renovated; the rectory and the Sisters' convent were built; the school was entirely revamped; and 
a tunnel was constructed to connect the school with the church auditorium.

In particular, the youth of St. Adalbert's owes Father Matz unfailing loyalty and heartfelt gratitude. 
It is he who provides adequate facilities for their spiritual, intellectual, moral, and physical growth. 
He is the guiding light behind their successes and the comforting assurance in all their endeav-
ors. Although the physical renovation of the parish is Father Matz's great interest, his chief and 
foremost concern is the spiritual welfare and growth of his parishioners. Consequently, grateful 
indeed are the St. Adalbert parishioners to Father Matz whose short reign is marked with such 
colossal achievement. He may truly be called an "Alter Christus" — "Another Christ."
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 Assistant Pastors of St. Adalbert's:

In addition to the priests mentioned in this chronicle, the parish has been served by the following 
assistant pastors:

Rev. Stanislaus Julkowski 1917-1921
Rev. Francis Popławski 1921-1923
Rev. Maximillian J. Matz 1924-1927
Rev. Joseph Siegienski 1927-1940
Rev. John Pawelski 1927-1928
Rev. Joseph Pendzimas  1940-1950
Rev. Clarence Zlotkowski 1951-

 Vocations to the Priesthood from the Parish

Rev. Ambrose Kryjewski -— Marystown ( Deceased)
Rev. Jerome Mazurkiewicz — Quinn, South Dakota 
Rev. Stanislaus Tomczak. O.F.M. — Minonk. Illinois 
Rev. Adalbert Cepress — Cottonwood, Minnesota
Rev. Leonard Kachinsky — St. Jerome, St. Paul, Minn. 
Rev. Vincent Colon — Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Rev. Eugene Lindusky — Onamia, Minnesota 
Rev. Mr. Lawrence Robotnik

 Vocations to Sisterhood

 The Felician Sisters Are:

Sister Mary Cajetan — Frances Ruca 
Sister Mary Dobroslava — Susan Sobaszkiewicz 
Sister Mary Pucheria — Martha Swifka 
Sister Mary Humilia — Mary Krajewski 
Sister Mary Illuminata ( Dec.) —Lucille Banicki 
Sister Mary Grace — Josephine Krajewski 
Sister Mary Laudetta — Frances Sojka 
Sister Mary Damasia — Helen Meyers 
Sister Mary Justilla — Mary Podgorski 
Sister Mary Martinella — Margaret Piechocki 
Sister Mary Boniface — Anne Okronglis 
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Sister Mary Chrysantha — Phyllis Rudnik 
Sister Mary Peter — Ann Podobinski 
Sister Phyllis Prondzinski — Postulant 
Sister Diane Snyder — Postulant 
Miss Mary Ann Doyle — Aspirant

 St. Joseph of Carondelet:

Sister Mary Alfreda ( Dec.) —Catherine Drobinski 
Sister Mary LTrbana — Praxedese Kwadzinski 
Sister Francis Joseph — Susan Shukay 
Sister Mary Benedicta — Anna Gondek 
Sister Mary Bertina — Katherine Gondek

 The Franciscan Sisters Are:

Very Rev. Mother Mary Adelaide — Anne Sandecka 
Sister Mary Hildegarde (Dec.) — Frances Gdaniec 
Sister Mary Clarissa ( Dec.) —Pauline Sandecka 
Sister Mary Ann Rose — Gertrude Mazurkiewicz 
Sister Mary Adeline — Elizabeth Rodzielski 
Sister Mary Helen — Frances Tolendoski 
Sister Mary Jane Frances — Frances Pieczyńska 
Sister Mary Rosetta — Helen Niemiec 
Sister Mary Aloysius — Frances Krawczak 
Sister Mary Barbara — Elizabeth Metal 
Sister Mary Adalbert — Julia Kryjewski
Sister Mary Ildephonse — Mary Pieczyńska 
Sister Mary Ludwina — Mary Rakowska
Sister Mary Redempta — Pauline Bozych

 Benedictine Sister

Sister Mary Charles — Lucille Branovsky


