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The late Msgr. Joseph M. Tomikowski, pastor of Immaculate Conception Church, Indian Orchard, 
Mass. was the founder of Christ the King Church.
At the start of the 20th century, the Polish settlers of Ludlow became active members of the newly 
formed Immaculate Conception Parish. They contributed to its steady growth. As the Polish popula-
tion increased, Msgr. Tomikowski deemed it feasible to separate his parish and set forth to organize 
a Mission Church in Ludlow.
The building plans were enthusiastically received by the parishioners on May 8, 1940. A large tract 
of land in the vicinity of Sewall, Center and Howard Streets was purchased and shortly thereafter, 
construction began.
The Christ the King Church was dedicated May 17, 1942 by the late Thomas M. O'Leary, Bishop of 
the Springfield Diocese. Religious services were held only on Sundays with the clergy from Immac-
ulate Conception officiating.
On July 18, 1948 the parishioners of Ludlow welcomed their first pastor. Rev. John Miec- zkowski. 
Thus was formed the Christ the King Parish with about 1300 members.
A two story dwelling on 21 Howard Street was secured to serve as a parish rectory. Fr. John labored 
zealously, ever mindful of the future needs of his people. In March 1951 he acquired the land adja-
cent to the church at the corner of Warsaw and Center Streets. Here he hoped to establish a parish 
center and rectory. In July 1952 he initiated a "Building Fund Collection", which raised a substantial 
sum of money. Fr. John was assisted by Rev. Sigmund Kwiatkowski, Rev. Marion Stanczyk, Rev. Robert 
Ceckowski, Rev. Richard Riendeau and Rev. W. Peter Piotrowski.
Poor health deprived Fr. John of starting this great project. After a lingering illness, he died on March 
20, 1963. His work was continued by Fr. Peter Piotrowski, who was named administrator of the 
parish. He negotiated the purchase of the Graham property on Sewall Street.
On Sept. 23, 1963, before Bishop Weldon departing for the Vatican Council, appointed Fr. Xavier S. 
Baranowski the second pastor of Christ the King Parish. Fr. Baranowski accepted this challenge and 
with great determination carried on the expansion program of the parish. With dynamic energy 
and untiring efforts in behalf of his parishioners, he formulated the plans for the proposed social 
center, rectory and new sacristy. At the recommendation of Bishop Weldon, Fr. Baranowski acquired 
more land from the Langevin property between Sewall and Center Streets, which was needed to 
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straighten the boundary of the parish property. In 1967, due to the rising costs of building, Fr. Ba-
ranowski conducted a "Building Fund Drive" to augment the parish funds. The combined building 
funds equalled $465,000.
After many months of hard work, study and consultation, Fr. Baranowski reached the fulfillment of 
his goal when Bishop Weldon allowed the building to begin on June 6, 1967. Vicar-General Walter 
Connell officiated at the ground breaking ceremonies on July 24, 1967.
The complex of new buildings was dedicated by Bishop Weldon on Sept. 29, 1968, the 20th anni-
versary of the parish. To complete the building project, a loan of $333,000 was necessary.
The Social Center consists of an auditorium with a seating capacity of 750 persons. A spacious and 
well equipped kitchen provides ample room for food storage and preparation for social functions. 
The four classrooms are used for Confraternity classes.
The new rectory has accommodations for three priests, a guest and a housekeeper. Three offices 
on the first floor are available for parish business transactions and parishioner consultations. The 
lower level has two large rooms suitably used as classrooms and meeting rooms for small groups. 
A three car garage completes the rectory structure.
Fr. Baranowski was assisted in his endeavors by Rev. John Koonz, Rev. Eugene Ozimek, Rev. Conrad 
Daugiello, Rev. Stanley Szczypiński and Rev. Frederick Banas.
Sodalities associated with the church are: The Women's Rosary Sodality, Sacred Heart Sodality, St. 
Joseph's Sodality, Children of Mary and Young Ladies Sodality, St. Stanislaus Society, Christ the King 
Men's Society and the Holy Name Society, (now combined to form the Men's Guild of Christ the 
King) St. Anne's Sodality, Daughters of Christ the King, St. Cecilia's Choir, Knights of the Altar, Christ 
the King Athletic Association, the C.C.D. Executive Board, Christ the King Social Committee and the 
Parish Council. All serve in an advisory capacity.
Under the leadership of Fr. Baranowski, these groups .are continually sponsoring social projects to 
defray the debt. With great pride and joy they are gradually achieving their goal.
As the town grew, so did the Parish of Christ the King. From a start of 1300 members, it now consists 
of 2600 active and loyal parishioners.


