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The years, 1907-1909, were years "when the soil was prepared and the seeds were sown" for the 
growth of the Sacred Heart Parish.

The tillers of the soil were twelve men ... Antoni Kamiński, Michael Wiejowski, Wojciech Banas, 
Alexander Lewonis, Konstanty Górski, Piotr Wiernasz, Antoni Czelusniak, Stanisław Garbulinski, 
Franciszek Krol, Jozef Pawlikowski, Stanisław Popierlarczyk and Władysław Mackiewicz. This group 
of twelve, linked by their common ancestral bonds, desirous of expressing and experiencing the 
faith of their fathers in their native tongue, in their own ethnic parish community, met on March 
3, 1907, to form a committee to petition Rev. Bishop Thomas Beaven of Springfield, for the more 
than 800 Polish people, a Polish church . . . Polish in the sermons, hymns, and certain services ... 
Latin, in its Mass. Up to that time, the Polish people were either communicants at the Immaculate 
Conception church or traveled by foot or buggy, to the St. John Cantius church in d Northampton.

The "sowers of the seeds," Antoni Kamiński, president; Michael Wiejowski, secretary; Wojciech 
Banas, treasurer; Jan and Piotr Wiernasz, Stanisław Popielarczyk, Jakob Szalankiewicz succeeded 
in approaching the Bishop and in having their petition granted.

In November, 1907, Bishop Beaven appointed Rev. Władysław Kielbasinski, Pastor of St. John Cantius 
church at that time, in charge of a mission for the Poles in Easthampton. On Nov. 10,1907 the first 
Mass was said at the town hall. At this Mass an offering of $9.97 was collected as its initial parish 
fund.

Father Kielbasinski was succeeded by Rev. Leon Jandy who but briefly served the mission, from 
January, 1908 to April, 1908.

Rev. Marcin Piechota became the visiting Pastor from April, 1908 caring for and serving the spir-
itual needs of his new flock until Nov. 18,1909. "Men do not light a lamp and then put it under a 
basket. They set it on a stand where it gives light to all in the house." This, Father Piechota, with 
his zealous pioneers had done. He purchased land from Stanisław and Katarzyna Popielarczyk, for a 
nominal cost... what is now the orchard and tree belt nearest the Popielarczyk property on Knipfer 
Ave. The remaining land on Knipfer Ave. to Franklin and Davis Streets, was purchased from Oscar 
Knipfer. The little, brown shingled church, unique in its architectural style, was built on the c corner 
of Knipfer Ave. and Franklin Street. The church was built, but the interior was empty. The task of 
completing the interior with a small altar, (the present altar was set up in 1918, to commemorate 
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Poland's Independence after World War I), the communion rail, the pews and the providing of 
clerical vestments for services, fell on the shoulders of the first resident Pastor, Jan Mard, who 
assumed the new pastorate on Nov. 18,1909. Thus, our Diamond Jubilee, in 1984! Father Piechota 
also founded the first society of the parish, the "Rozancowe," Rosary Sodality, which at that time 
was composed of 60 women.

Rev. Father Mard expressed his faith in words £ and deeds. Not only did he furnish the interior of 
the church but he also built the rectory, having started it in 1910 and completed it in 1911. Up to 
that time he lived on the first floor of the Stanislaw Popielarczyk homestead on Knipfer Ave.

In April, 1911, The Rev. Wenceslaus Lenz became Pastor. A quiet, humble, gentle man, a Czech by 
birth, but an admirer of his staunch, § robust Polish parishioners, he helped reduce the debts incurred 
from the building projects. Being of frail health, he received a young assistant. Rev. jp Bartholomew 
Slawinski. Father Lenz died in the rectory on Dec. 8, 1914, and is buried in the St. Brigid's Cemetery.

Rev. Bartholomew Slawinski was appointed Pastor and served from November, 1914 to January, 
1925. The parish, numbering almost 4,000, flourished financially and spiritually. A firm believer in 
Christ's teaching, "not to be served by 0 others, but to serve," he put his hands to the plow and 
developed the parish into what it is today . . . with all its societies, its school, its convent, and its 
cemetery. The land for the cemetery was bought from Wincenty and Waleria Tomaszewski of East 
Street.

The strongest roots put down into the parish soil, were those of the parochial school and convent 
for the teaching sisters. Father Slawinski and his supportive parishioners were convinced that to 
transmit as well as to preserve the religion, the Polish language and the heritage of the forefathers, 
and to prepare the offspring to a fuller life, a parish school was a "must." The cornerstone for the 
building was laid in early January, 1918. The school, "dla Boga i Ojczyzny” at a cost of $78,000, fully 
furnished, was blessed Aug. 31, 1919 and opened for classes in September, 1919. On the opening 
date there were approximately 520 students and 9 Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph from Buffalo, 
New York. The founder of the Order was Mother Colette Hilbert, from Poland.

The entire third floor and part of the second floor of the school building were the living quarters 
of the nuns, (the new convent opened for occupancy in June, 1922), the remaining 8 rooms of the 
school were classrooms. A bilingual curriculum for grades 1-8 prevailed. The morning session was 
devoted to teaching Polish and the afternoon session was given over to teaching all English. Sev-
enteen students made up the "first" class to graduate from Sacred Heart in June, 1921. They were 
taught by Sr. Mary Melania and supervised by the Superior-Principal, Sr. Mary Bernarda.

Since the Franciscan Conventual Parish priests wished to have their Franciscan Sisters as teachers 
in their own parish schools, the Easthampton Franciscans were withdrawn in June 1923 . . . they 
lived in the new convent only one year.

The Felicians of Lodi, New Jersey, replaced the Franciscans in July, 1923. The first Superior-Principal, 
as well as teacher of grades 7-8, was Rev. Sr. Mary Alexa, who, at age 94, died June 15,1984 at the 
Lodi, New Jersey Motherhouse. The present, non-teaching Principal, is Sister Mary Beata. The peak 
enrollment year under the Felicians was the year, 1930-1931, with an enrollment of 607 pupils and 
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two graduating eighth grades. Since then, there was a downward trend, with a more rapid decline 
since the institution of the tuition in all parochial schools. In 1984, grades are K-8, with four nuns 
and five lay teachers, and a non-teaching principal.

The school observed its Silver Jubilee in 1943-1944, its Golden Jubilee, in 1968-1969, and the pres-
ence of the Felicians in Easthampton for fifty years, in 1972-1973.

Having done so much in so short a time, Father Slawinski's strength had given out. In declining 
health, he requested of Bishop Thomas O'Leary, a release from his pastoral ministry. The request 
was granted in January, 1925. He went to Poland, where after a brief rest, he became associated 
with the St. Michael's Order of Priests and was given charge of destitute boys in a Warsaw Institu-
tion. He returned to America for a visit, planning to return to Poland, but in 1939, World War II let 
loose in Poland making his return impossible. He remained as an assistant at St. Jacek's church in 
Detroit, Michigan.

Rev. Andrew Lekarczyk, former Pastor of Our Lady of Czestochowa, in Turners Falls, was assigned 
to Sacred Heart on January 25, 1925. He served untiringly until 1935. His years in Easthampton 
were those of economic depression. The closing of the West Boylston, an employer of many Polish 
people, put a dent into the Polish population of the town, diminishing the parish membership and 
the school enrollment. To help the parish with its finances, Father Lekarczyk initiated week long 
bazaars on the school grounds and the "Koszyczkowe Bale," at which, baskets of foods were auc-
tioned off. The buyers sat down to feasts of delicacies, then to an entertainment, usually a minstrel 
show, followed by dancing.

Father Lekarczyk, a scholarly man, lover of everything Polish, especially history and literature, 
dedicated his efforts to the cultural development of the youth. He guided them toward intellectual 
pursuits and into the town's political arena. He organized the parish boy and girl scouts, affiliated 
with the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America of which he was chaplain for the western coun-
ties of the state. He directed the boys' drum corps which played an important part in the town's 
observance of its 150th anniversary in 1935.

In May, 1934, the first parish native son, Rev. Xavier Baranowski, was ordained by Bishop Thomas 
O'Leary, and had the First Mass at which Father Lekarczyk assisted. For three days, November 25, 
26,27 in 1934, the parish observed its Silver Jubilee.

Rev. Lekarczyk left the Sacred Heart Parish for St. Joseph's in Webster, Mass. serving there from 1935 
to July 23, 1965. He remembered the Sacred Heart Parishioners with a trust fund whose interest is 
designated to aid needy parishioners.

The longest serving Pastor at Sacred Heart was Rev. Stanislaw Zdebel, ministering from July 27, 1935 
to May 21,1965. Deeply religious and known by his parishioners as "The Gospodarz," the "thrifty 
administrator," he succeeded in paying off the entire parish debt.

Father Zdebel was indeed fortunate in having young, energetic, personable assistants ... Fathers, 
John Skowronski, John Aubertin, John Chwalek, Walter Siemaszko, and World War II Army Chaplain 
from Poland, Rev. Stanislaw Wojcik. These men of the cloth, with their Pastor, one in mind and heart, 
were the stewards of the friendly parish with numerous achievements to their credit.
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The parish school had undergone some changes. Two classrooms on the first floor, were converted 
into a library and offices, for the principal and nurse. A science room was set up on the third floor. 
The basement hall was made into a cafeteria and a fully equipped kitchen for serving hot lunches. 
In 1943, the school celebrated its Silver Jubilee with an appropriate program by the school children 
and their teachers, who at that time were all nuns.

In 1947, the second parishioner, Rev. Edwin Szczygiel, was ordained and said his First Mass at Sa-
cred Heart, with Fathers Zdebel and John Aubertin, assisting. In 1951, another parish native, Rev. 
Martin Rzeszutek, MIC, received the Holy Orders in Rome, returned to the Sacred Heart Parish for 
his Mass, being assisted by Fathers, Zdebel and John Skowronski.

In 1952, upon the advice of architect, A. Roy, and contractor, Mitchell Bozek, Father Zdebel under-
took the project of constructing the two side chapels of the church. The purpose was to strengthen 
the sag of walls due to the weight of the roof. This modified the appearance of both, the interior 
and exterior of the church. One chapel was dedicated to the Immaculate Conception of Mary, and 
became the baptistry, the other chapel was to honor the deceased parish veterans of World War 
II. Mr. Bozek, also constructed and beautifully designed new oak doors and entrances to the two 
confessionals.

Land, opposite the church on Franklin St., was purchased from a parishioner, Michael Niemiec, a 
photographer, and developed into the parking area.

On all Soul's Day, in 1954, a blessing of the newly constructed chapel on St. Stanislaus cemetery, 
was held with Fathers Zdebel, Chwalek and Wojcik, officiating.

The St. Stanislaus Kostka Scholarship Fund came to its fruition in 1958 when the first awards were 
given to parish college students. The organization became incorporated on August 20, 1963. To 
date, $32,897.50 had been distributed to 118 parish college students.

The present officers are: honorary chairman, Rev. Pastor; president, Dr. Henry Czelusniak; vice-pres-
ident, Leocadia Baranowski; secretary, Frank Janik; treasurer, Shirley Szczypta.

Preparing for the Golden Jubilee of 1958, the church was redecorated, new center light fixtures 
were installed and at a later date the new organ was purchased.

In 1962, Father Zdebel celebrated his Golden Jubilee with a High Mass followed by an afternoon 
banquet at Stanley Home cafeteria. Three years later, Father Zdebel died in the rectory, May 21, 
1965. The funeral, officiated by Rev. Bishop Christopher J. Weldon, was at Sacred Heart Church. He 
was laid to rest, nearest the cemetery chapel, in the St. Stanislaus cemetery.

In June, 1965, Rev. John Klekotka was transferred from Holy Family Parish in Pittsfield to the pas-
torship of our Sacred Heart.

Being a native of Mt. Tom, he and his family were well known to many in Easthampton.

Fond of sports, he made a special hit with the parish school children, with whom he played ball on 
the school grounds, on an almost daily basis. Enthusiastic about flying, he served for many years 
as Air Reserve Chaplain at an Air Base on the Cape.
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Again, the parish rejoiced, as Father Klekotka assisted three natives sons of the parish, at their 
First Masses: Rev. Paul Robinson, a Carmelite, on June 3, 1967; Rev. Frederick Banas, on May 12, 
1968; Rev. John Lis, on July 7,1973. Only a month earlier, June, 1973, Father Klekotka observed 
his own Golden Jubilee with a High Mass and an Open House for the parishioners.

Father Klekotka's Pastorate is best described as one of "Changing Times." Some changes, he pro-
posed on his own, were the "firsts" at Sacred Heart.

A Sunday Envelope system replaced the basket collections of offertory donations. A printed Sunday 
bulletin dispensed with oral announcements from the pulpit. The first bingo games, led by Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter Marek,were held in the school cafeteria. The first picnic, started by Rev. Eugene 
Ozimek, assistant, became popular from then on. The rectory's remodeled frontage added interior 
office space. The new roof and vinyl siding gave the building a "changed look.'

Father John Klekotka initiated the first parish council whose members were elected by ballot, in 
January, 1973. On March 3,1973, from amongst the 14 members elected to the council, the follow-
ing were chosen officers for a period of three years: honorary chairman, Rev. Klekotka; president, 
Leocadia Baranowski; vice-president, Matthew Zawacki; secretary, Halina Wierzbicki; treasurer, 
Thaddeus Drapala. The council's first main project, proposed by Rev. Klekotka, was a major reno-
vation of the interior and exterior of the church. A generous sum was donated to the council by 
all church societies, families, individuals, the bingo committee and the parish picnic committee.

Another major decision made by the Pastor and the council was to keep the Sacred Heart School 
an entity. A unanimous vote by the council defeated a proposed merger with the two other pa-
rochial schools in the town. To date, Sacred Heart stands on its own.

Folk Masses for the parish youth were sponsored by the parish council.

Highlighting these "changing times," were the guidelines of the Vatican Council and the diocese 
in regard to the new procedures of liturgical services. Adopted by the Pastor were: Masses in the 
vernacular, Polish and English; a Saturday evening Mass; lay lectors; the officiating Priest, at an 
altar facing the congregation; the congregation, actively involved in hymnal singing and responding 
to the Priest's prayers. Most parishioners responded favorably to all changes.

There was also a "change" of hands on the organ keyboards, as Mrs. Victoria Morey retired after 
50 years of dedicated service. She was replaced by Mrs. Helen Nadroski, a choir member. Also, Rev. 
Stanislaw Szczypinski was promoted from assistant at Sacred Heart to the Pastor ship in Turners 
Falls. Father Walter Swider became our assistant.

As the renovation project of the church had begun, Father John had a serious health set-back. 
He did not live to see the completion of his anticipated project. He died May 19,1974, with the 
funeral from Sacred Heart Church. Rev. Bishop Christopher Weldon officiated. He is buried in his 
family plot in the St. Stanislaus Cemetery.

In June, 1974, Rev. Ladislaus J. Szymczyk left his many friends of 13 years, at Sacred Heart in 
Greenfield and came to make new friends at Sacred Heart in Easthampton. His assistant became 
Father Alexander Szymborski. Both were assigned by Bishop Christopher J. Weldon, to shepherd 
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a larger flock, in a larger parish, with a reputable parish school.

Having left a church which had just completed renovations, Father Szymczyk came to Sacred Heart 
in the midst of renovations. A new church roof was laid. The outside was ready for painting. The 
inside was filled with scaffolding put up by the late William Twarog, well known to Father Szymczyk.

The new Pastor, a gifted, versatile handyman, a prudent administrator, opted to assist the parish 
council with plans in simplifying, and yet, in beautifying the House of the Lord where His glory dwells.

Lowering the side altars, relocating the statuary to the side chapels and the removal of the com-
munion rail, added to the spaciousness of the sanctuary. The new bronze trimmed glass doors, 
indirect ceiling lights and lowering center fixtures provided better illumination. The entire church 
was colorfully recarpeted. The ceiling, with artistic Biblical scenes, continued to give Sacred Heart 
the appearance of "A House of Prayer," in which the Lord's people meet. The sacristies were refur-
bished with light oak cabinet work. Father's last decisions on the renovation were the installation 
of new solid oak pews, new flooring under the pews, and new siding on the exterior of the church 
for the Diamond Jubilee of 1984!

The former property of Joseph Block, across from the rectory on Knipfer Ave., was purchased and 
developed into additional parking spaces. Father Wojcik's generous donation, willed to the par-
ish he served so faithfully, and from which he was buried, February, 1980, and laid to rest in St. 
Stanislaus cemetery, made this a possibility. All former parking areas and parish driveways were 
newly resurfaced.

Among minor liturgical changes that Father Szymczyk introduced were, receiving Holy Commu-
nion by standing parishioners, the institution of lay Eucharistic Ministers and the introduction of 
women lectors.

The Pastor, Father Szymczyk, continues with Polish church traditions and church services. A daily 
and Sunday Polish Mass, the novenas, the Lenten services, the processions, the October Rosary, 
the May and June devotions, the Forty Hours devotion, the Oplatek and the Swieconka, are a 
"mark" of history at Sacred Heart.

The parish was privileged with two special visits during the pastorate. The "Pilgrim Statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima" came here on Easter Sunday, 1980, and the "Traveling Icon of Our Lady of Cze-
stochowa, the Black Madonna," visited Sacred Heart in May, 1982, commemorating the 600th 
anniversary of Jasna Gora.

On October 21, 1984, the pastorship of Rev. Ladislaus J. Szymczyk, witnesses the fruition of sacri-
fices and labors, dedication and devotion of all pastors, their assistants, the founding pioneers, the 
religious and lay teachers, the deceased and living benefactors, the parishioners, adult and young.

Leocadia T. Baranowski
June, 1984
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Pastors

Rev. Dr Andrew Lekarczyk 1924-1935
Rev. Stanislae Zdebel 1935-1965
Rev. John Klekotka 1965-1974
Rev. Ladislaus Szymczyk 1974-

Assistants

Rev. Walenty Pomyka 1916-1918
Rev. Alfons Skoniecki 1918-1925
Rev. Stanislaw Kokocinski 1924-1926
Rev. John Kuszaj 1926-1929
Rev. Joseph Szczepaniak 1929-1933
Rev. Joseph Niedzwiecki 1933-1937
Rev. John Wieloch 1937-1939
Rev. John Skowronski 1939-1943
Rev. John Kochanowski 1943-1944
Rev. John Aubertin 1944-1952
Rev. John Chwalek 1952-1965
Rev. Stanislaw Wojcik 1953-1965
Rev. walter Siemaszko 1963-1965
Rev. Eugene Ozimek 1965-1966
Rev. Richard Lavinge 1966-1967
Rev. Robert Cieckowski 1967-1970
Rev. Stanislaw Szczypinski 1970-1973
Rev. Walter Swider 1973-1974
Rev. Alexander Szymborski 1974-1980
Rev. John Szymczyk 1980-

Native Sons of Sacred Heart  - 8

Native Daughter of Parish      - 6

 

 


