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Down in a valley, cradled in the arms of protecting hills is the town of Ware. The hills form an 
irregular chain that runs through the central part of the State of Massachusetts. The entire 
network of hills and vales finds Ware close to, and bordering on, the well known Quabbin Res-
ervoir—an extensive body of water that forms the reserve supply for the Boston area. Ware 
for some time now, has put to good use its own main stream cf water to run the wheels for the 
textile mills. This industrious town of about 8,000 people, established since 1742, is made up 
of several national elements. The Polish element first made itself heard—inarticulately in the 
beginning—toward the end of the 19th century—In fact it is on record that the first Poles to 
settle permanently in Ware was in 1887. Others came and went, but on the list to remain, stand 
out the names of Siarkiewicz, Lubelczyk, Kocima. These pioneers assisted many others to make 
the trips and to settle. At the turn of the century, the Poles were here in sufficient numbers to 
accept major responsibilities of their own.

It so happened that Bishop Beaven was on an official visit to the Pope in Rome. While there, 
he heard of the wonderful work of the La Salette Missionaries. Mindful of the need of Polish 
Priests in his own diocese. the Bishop sought their assistance. Five young La Salette Fathers 
volunteered, but since they came from Switzerland they knew nothing of the language. After 
months of intensive study of the Polish tongue, they were ready to start. Two youthful appear-
ing clerics came to Ware December 22, 1904, and the Polish people had their first Priests. On 
January 1, 1905 the parish had its beginning with Rev. Joseph Fux, M.S. the Pastor and Rev. Os-
wald Loretan, M. S. the assistant. The basement of All Saint's Church, North St. served as their 
temporary church, and the divine services continued there for the next two and a half years.

The pastor and curate served the parishioners well. The priests and people went through diffi-
cult times. They were unfamiliar with the language, in a strange country. But they were young, 
a group that had no fear of labor. These hard working people understood the value and joy of 
labor—discounting the hardship of it. When a great need arose, they joined in the common 
project for the good of all. Being a religious people they made it known that the first such need 
was a church of their own. As if in answer to the gentle directions of Our Lord: "Come to Me all 
you who labor and are burdened, and I will refresh you".
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A suitable site was chosen, plans were drawn. The actual beginning was on May 16, 1906 with 
the removal of the first spiteful of dirt. The hopeful parish waited, saw brick follow red brick, 
until finally on September 8, 1907 the first Grand Service marked the completion of the church. 
With pride they pointed to their church—a beautiful, tall, red monument of their faith. They 
labored and had built the House of God even before most of them possessed their own homes. 
The Cross atop the tower, 130 feet up, overlooking most of the town, has sent down its blessings 
for the past half century.

The following year the parish acquired land for a cemetery. The final resting place was conse-
crated, with the first burials being those of Jan Lech and Mr. Swiatek. The entire parish prays 
for the departed ones at Masses each Sunday.

Father Fux returned to Switzerland for a rest from his labors. After an illness of two years he 
died there in 1913. Many prayers have been said for his soul by a grateful parish.

Father Loretan succeeded as Pastor, a position he held until 1926. The Tolish immigrants kept 
coming, and upon the Pastor fell many of the problems of placing them and looking for their 
welfare. During World War I, patriotic drives and bond rallies received his full support; they 
responded so generously that a grand sum was realized.

In 1923 installed in the church tower were three large bells: Mary, Queen of Poland, Joseph, 
and Adalbert. Today these bells can be heard singly or together, calling the faithful to prayer, a 
reminder where to turn to in case of need. The bells sound a half hour before church services, 
a voice of God that circles out far and wide filling up the valley. Worshippers answer with the 
first duty to God.

The Parish School opened in September 1924 without amassing another large debt. The base-
ment of the church was made over into classrooms where at first there were but Grades I and 
II. Each succeeding year another grade was added so that in June 1931 the first Eighth Grade 
Graduates received their diplomas. The Sister of the Immaculate Conception took the respon-
sibility of teaching the little ones; and even today they continue to show how to know, love and 
serve God. In spite of the lack of conveniences, for the past thirty years the children learned 
the rudiments of a good Christian.

During all these years the Priests and people persisted in lowering the huge church debt.

In 1926 Rev. Joseph Piszczałka, M.S. succeeded as Pastor. The following year this Missionary 
was transferred to St. Stanislaus Parish in Nashua, NH.

Rev . Michael Kolbuch, M. S., the new pastor, reigned until 1934. During this period, parish so-
cieties reached a high degree of activity. Sodalities, clubs, corps, teams for the young and old 
all year round helped immensely to keep the parishioners together. His capable assistant was 
Rev. Peter Jaworski, M. S., with gatherings in the dramatic and musical fields.

In 1927 the present rectory was acquired. Together with the large grounds, several smaller 
buildings and hall it was purchased for the necessary expansion of
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parish property.

It may be stated that four years previously, a monthly publication "Posłaniec" for the Polish 
people had its start in this parish by Father Kolbuch, covering a large subscription list in this 
country and abroad. At present, it continues in the able hands of Rev. Michael Bielak, M.S., 
editor since 1935, and assisted by the industrious Brother Leon Arendarski, M. S.

We may add that the very distinguished Archbishop John Cieplak from Poland, favored us with 
a visit. This saintly Prelate is esteemed so, because lately important steps were taken for his 
canonization.

In 1934 the parish found itself with a new pastor. Rev. Charles Litowski, M. S. arrived from 
Westfield where he served in the same capacity. The cemetery continued to improve, following 
plans drawn up some years before. The church interior was redecorated; the painting on the 
high ceiling was so beautifully done as to draw sighs of wonder: "Marvelous - Impressive."

In 1940 Rev. Michael Herbut, M.S. became the next pastor. His were the difficult war years. 
Tensions were high; there were not many families without a boy in the service. In 1944 Father 
Herbut was transferred to a Pastorate in Elma, Canada. He died there suddenly in January 195 
3. May he rest in peace.

Succeeding as pastor is the present Rev. Valentine Kustosz, M. S. The cemetery has been finally 
completed; no longer do families take care of their own lots. Perpetual Care there has been 
introduced in 1947.

The Parish debt was at last dissolved. And with appropriate ceremonies the burning of the 
mortgage took place in February, 1952.

The energetic pastor saw to church improvements, especially in the Sanctuary; introduced the 
shrine of the Infant of Prague and renewed the shrine to Our Lady of La Salette. The convent 
received needed furnishings; for the school came supplies and more conveniences. Machinery 
and gear for the upkeep of all the property were brought up to date.

At present the parish numbers:
Adults   1493
School Children 454
Children of pre-school age 182

For most of these, a system of church envelopes has been introduced this year, and with much 
success.

There are things yet to be done, especially a new Parish School. The vigorous Pastor is pursuing 
this with spirit. The rest is left to the unwritten future.

Parishioners congratulate each other on this occasion, and remain grateful to all those who 
assisted them in any way.
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Societies affiliated with Parish are:
1. Altar Society
2. Rosary Society
3. White Eagles
4. Polish Women's Alliance
5. Polish Women's Club
6. Children of Mary
7. Third Order of St. Francis
8. Boy's and Girl's Drum Corps
9. Discussion Clubs 
10. High School C.C.D.


